
MAURITIUS - Cyclone 

Date: December 8, 1983 

Location: Agalega islands 

No Dead: 1 

No. Affected: 350 

Damage: All homes and a majority of other buildings were leveled: the 
entire coconut crop was destroyed, and it is estimated that two years 
will elapse before the crop can be harvested again. 

The Disaster 

on the morning of December 8, 1983, cyclone Andry passed over the tiny 
Agalega islands, located about 1,000 km north of the main island of 
Mauritius. Winds with gusts up to 150 mph and heavy rains destroyed most 
of the buildings and coconut trees on the islands. A meteorological 
radio station on the south island was severely damaged. Sea swells 
inundated the relatively flat land, flooding wells and polluting the 
fresh water supply with seawater. The 350 residents, most of whom are 
commerical fishermen or workers on the coconut plantations, were stranded 
without food, water, shelter, or electricity. 

Action Taken by the Government of Mauritius (GOM) 

several hours passed before the Mauritian government was notified of the 
extent of the devastation. One radio transmitter served as the sole 
communication link with the outside world. Residents of the south island 
moved to the north island, where a few buildings and supplies had remained 
intact. Because of the health hazard posed by stagnant water on the 
island, the local medical officer began innoculating the population 
against typhoid and other diseases. The GOM made a general appeal to any 
foreign vessels in the area to offer any emergency assistance possible. 



Assistance Provided by the United States Government 

Upon learning of the devastation, U.S. Ambassador George R. 
Andrews declared that the situation warranted USG assistance. 
An emergency appeal went out to nearby port cities to deter
mine if any U.S. military or commercial vessels were 
immediately available to transport emergency supplies to 
Agalega. The American consulate in Mombasa, Kenya promptly 
responded and dispatched the u.s.s. Fife with a shipload of 
emergency provisions. The ship arrived at Agalega on 
December 12 and the supplies were off loaded by helicopter due 
to the destruction of the pier and the hazard of the coral 
reefs. Among the emergency supplies distributed were six 
tarpaulins, water jugs, food, adult and children's clothing, 
and medical supplies. The total purchase price of these 
items was $13,066, which were expended under the Ambassador's 
disaster authority. 

TOTAL 

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencies 

None reported. 

Assistance Provided by the International Community 

International organizations 

$13,066 

EEC - donated $12,045 to the relief effort through its official delegation 
in Mauritius. 

Governments 

France - made parachute drops of emergency supplies, including water 
purification chemicals, rice, and typhoid and polio vaccine. Para
troopers from the French military base on Reunion set up 300 two-man 
tents as temporary shelter for the homeless and provided medical care. 
The French frigate Victor Schoelcher was dispatched from Reunion to 
evacuate casualties and bring five million rupees worth of supplies 
(equivalent to $384,615). 

India - carried $20,000 worth of medical supplies to the islands by a 
diverted merchant ship. 



Seychelles - dispatched a freighter with emergency supplies, value not 
reported. 

United Kingdom - contributed approximately $7,233 for purchase of relief 
supplies. 

TOTAL $423,893 


