KOREA, REPUBLIC OF —~ Flood

Date: August 31-September 5, 1984

Location: Natlonwide

No. Dead: 166

No. Affected: 350,984

Damage: Total damage estimated at $165 million with roads, public

utilities, crop land, irrigation facilitles, buildlngs. and
ports most serlously affected.

The Disaster

Torrential ralns soaked South Korea for five straight days, causing the
deaths of 166 people, the evacuation of 350,984 people from their homes,
and widespread damage to roads, public utilities, and rice paddies. In
seoul, over 334 mm of rain fell in just 36 hours, backing up drainage
systems in low-lying, residential areas and leaving some neighborhoods
without water, electricity, or telephone service. The rains produced
flooding along the Han River, before moving south and eventually tapering
off on September 5,

Action Taken by the Republic of Korea (ROK)

President Chun Doo Hwan declared a civil defense emergency shortly after
the heavy rains began and visited several sites to survey the extent of
the damage. Radio and television stations maintalned around the clock
emergency broadcasting, despite frequent power cutages due to the
flooding. The Korean National Dlsaster Countermeasure headquarters in
Seoul mobilized civil defense corps, homeland reservists, and off-duty
police to evacuate flood victims to emergency relief centers. Most of
these relief centers were in schools and public buildings, and stocked
with water, dehydrated food, bedding, and medical supplies. A national



appeal for donations to the rellief effort brought in approximately
$1,900,000, which was dlstributed to the victims by the government and

the Red Cross.

As soon as the ralns stopped, civilian and government wvolunteers worked
together to clean up mud and debris and replant rice paddies. The
National Disaster Countermeasure headquarters furnished $250,000 in
grants and $820.000 in loans to repalr houses that were damaged or
destroyed. The ROK also submitted a $61,870,000 supplementary budget to
the National Assembly for reinforcement of flood-stricken public facili-
ties. One positive incldent resulting from the flood was the exchange of
relief supplies between the Republic of Korea Naticnal Red Cross (KNRC)
and the North Korean Red Cross, the flrst exchange of such goods across
the DMZ in over 30 years. O©On September 29-30, the North Korean Red Cross
delivered several thousand tons of rice, textiles, cement, and medicine

by truck to the vlllage of Panmunjom and by ship to the ports at Inchon
and Pukpyong. The KNRC returned the gesture by shipping several thousand
packages of consumer goods (radios, watches, clothes, and shoes) to North
Korea. A selected defense readlness condition was observed throughout
the exchange, but both sides expressed a desire to vlew the operation as
an indication of improving relations between the two countries.

Assistance Provided by the United States Government

On September 3, the U.S. Ambassador determined that a. disaster
warrenting USG asslstance exlsted and promptly presented
$25,000 to the Republlic of Korea National Red Cross. U.S.
army and Alr Force hellcopters participated in several rescue
operations in Seoul and other flooded areas.

TOTAL $25,000

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Aqgencies

None reported.

Asslstance Provided by Internafional Community
Internatlonal Organizatlons

UNICEF - presented $12,373 to the Korean Red Cross.

Governments
Australia - donated $10,000 in cash.

Japan — contributed $100,000.



Korea., Peoples Dem. Rep. of - delivered several thousand tons of rice,
textiles, medlicine, and cement to Panmunjom, Inchon, and Pukpycng; value
not reported.

Netherlands - donated $15.466.
Taiwan - contributed $2,475.

TOTAL $140,314



