
SENEGAL - Drought 

Date: summer 1983-Spring 1984 

Location: Most affected were the departments of Fleuve, Louga, Diourbel, 
and Thies 

No. Dead: Not available 

No. Affected: 1,200,000 

Damage: The drought contributed greatly to serious food shortages. 
Reductions for the 1983 harvest were estimated as follows: peanuts, 45%; 
millet/sorghum, 45%; cotton, 20%. The corn and niebe (beans and cowpeas) 
crops were also reduced. 

The Disaster 

Senegal's 1982-83 harvest was mediocre because agricultural inputs such as 
fertilizer, seeds, and farm implements were reduced due to the govern
ment's financial difficulties and because little rain fell in the north
west region. By late November 1983, it was apparent that the 1983-84 
harvest was going to be even worse. Cumulative rainfall in the peanut 
and millet production areas for the 1983-84 season equaled about 20-30% 
of the previous year's, while the northern region also received as little 
as 20% of normal rainfall. USAID estimated the net food deficit at 
222,000 MT, and the poor peanut crop exacerbated the country's economic 
problems. 

Action Taken by the Government of Senegal (GOS) 

Burdened by financial difficulties, the GOS appealed to the international 
community for food and funds for inland transport when the rains failed. 
The GOS encouraged and participated in regular meetings of donors to 
coordinate the food assistance. The meetings were chaired by the UNDP 
resident representative. 



The GOS Commissariat a l'Aide Alimentaire (CAA) distributed 12,000 MT of 
sorghum donated by the U.S. Local trucking firms were contracted by the 
Senegalese government to deliver the food. 

Assistance Provided by the United States Government 

on September 12, 1983, Ambassador Murphy declared the drought 
and food shortage situation to be a disaster. The first 
priority was to provide Senegal with emergency food, and the 
U.S. Mission therefore requested two shipments of sorghum. 
A total of 50,000 MT of P.L. 480 Title II food was sent to 
Senegal for a government-to-government emergency program. 
The food was valued at $7,153,900 while the ocean freight 
cost $3,712,300. In addition, the USG donated 10,000 MT of 
sorghum to WFP for emergency distribution in Senegal. The 
food was worth $1,430,800 and freight costs came to $355,500. 

OFDA agreed to pay the cost of transporting the first tranche 
of 12,000 MT from the port to the regions of Leuga, Diourbel, 
and Fleure. To distribute the food OFDA granted the CAA 
$456,450, of which $390,000 was for transport, $36,450 was 
for storage, and $30,000 was for fumigation. 

CRS. which operates a mother and child feeding program in the 
drought-affected regions. requested an increase in regular 
Title II rations for the 63,630 families already in its 
program and funds to transport the food. In addition, since 
people suffering from malnutrition are more susceptible to 
disease, CRS also requested funds to purchase medicines 
locally. The Food for Peace Office agreed to provide CRS 
with 531 MT of cornmeal, 496 MT of non-fat dry milk, and 
124 MT of vegetable oil. The food was worth $407,600 and 
ocean freight costs were $209,400. OFDA granted $426,704 to 
CRS for the rest of its program: of this amount $118,168 was 
for food transport, $252,785 was for the medicines, and 
$55,751 was for personnel and administrative expenses. 

Finally, OFDA gave the Senegalese government $1.250,000 from 
its special $16 million appropriation for inland food trans
port. (This figure is not included in the total here as it is 
noted under the section Disaster Relief in FY 1984 - "Special 
Appropriation for Inland Transport.") 

Total OFDA assistance .........•.•••.•.....••...•...... $883, 154 

Total Food for Peace assistance ................••.• $13,269,500 

TOTAL $14,152,654 



Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencies 

CRS - expanded its regular feeding program using increased Title II 
rations so that the enrolled families could receive monthly rations for 
four rather than for two (one child and mother) or three (two children 
and mother). 

CWS - 150 MT of rice, 100 MT of sorghum, 100 MT of corn, and 40 MT of 
non-fat dried milk, value not reported. 

Assistance Provided by the International community 

• Please note: the value of the food assistance listed below was not 
reported. 

International Organizations 

EEC - $1,700,000 in cash; 5,000 MT corn, 5,500 MT broken rice, and 
1,900 MT dried skim milk. 

LORCS - 2,200 MT of wheat, 140 MT of non-fat dry milk, 400 MT of 
vegetable oil, 165 MT of dried salt fish, and 130 MT of sugar. 

WFP - 14,800 MT of rice, 69 MT of non-fat dry milk, 12 MT of vegetable 
oil, 28 MT of dried fruit, 131 MT of canned meat, and 14 MT of dried 
fruit. 

Governments 

Canada - 5,000 MT of corn. 

France - 10,000 MT of wheat. 

Germany, Fed. Rep. of - 4,000 MT of wheat. 

Indonesia - 14 MT of cornmeal, 3 MT of sugar, and 2 MT of condensed milk. 

Italy - 2,500 MT of rice and 11 MT of freeze-dried food. 

Japan - 5,000 MT of wheat, 6,014 MT of rice. 

Kuwait - l,628 MT of rice. 

Netherlands - 8,000 MT of wheat. 

Private Voluntary Agencies 

Terre des Hommes - 30 MT of non-fat dry milk. 

TOTAL $1,700,000 


