
SOUTH AFRICA - Cyclones 

Date: January 30-February 2, 1984 (Cyclone Domoina) 
Early February 1984 (Cyclone Imboa) 

Location: Northern Natal, Kwazulu, Eastern Transvaal Lowveldt 

No. Dead: 64 

No. Affected: 500,000 

Damage: Extensive damage to housing and personal belongings, livestock, 
crops, roads, and bridges occurred (estimates range from $3-$28 million). 
Sugar plantations in the Umfolozi and Pongola River valleys suffered some 
damage as well. 

The Disaster 

cyclone Domoina struck Natal Province on January 30 after causing massive 
destruction in its sweep through Madagascar, Mozambique, and Swaziland. 
Torrential rains inundated northern Natal and the adjacent areas of 
Kwazulu and Eastern Transvaal. In the flooding which resulted, sixty 
people were killed, thousands were left homeless, and many roads and 
bridges were washed out. One week later, Cyclone Imboa caused the deaths 
of four people and added to the already extensive damage in the region. 
Scores of people were evacuated and as many as 500,000 lost some or all 
of their property, including homes, household and farm equipment, 
livestock, and reserves of food. 

Action Taken by the south African Government (SAG) and Local Authorities 
and Voluntary Agencies 

The local governments of Natal and Kwazulu took immediate action after 
the cyclones hit, forming emergency committees to coordinate relief 
operations. The committees were responsible for managing logistical 
support, delivering food, preparing weekly action reports, and arranging 
accommodations for the homeless. 



The Natal Division of the south African Red cross expanded the scope of 
its ongoing feeding program for drought victims in the region, to include 
those affected by the flooding. Rations consisting of mealie meal 
(a south African staple), soup powder, protein preparation, and margarine 
were provided on a weekly basis for six months. The Red Cross used its 
normal distribution network of community leaders, nurses. and volunteers 
to dispense the food from clinics, schools, and community centers. The 
estimated cost of the feeding program was $100,000 per week. 

The SAG formally declared northern Natal and the Kwazulu homeland a 
disaster area and appointed a cabinet level committee to recommend relief 
actions. The south African defense forces made available 25 helicopters 
and crews to rescue stranded victims and provided 3,000 large tents which 
were distributed by other SAG agencies. Approximately $85 million was 
committed by the government for road and bridge repair. 

Assistance Provided by the United States Government 

on February 27, 1984 the U.S. Ambassador declared that the 
flooding caused by the two cyclones constituted a disaster 
and authorized a donation of $25,000 to the Natal Red cross. 
This amount was subsequently increased by $75,000 and pre
sented to the Red Cross for food, cooking fuel, and blankets. 

Due to the magnitude of the flooding and ongoing drought 
disaster (see OFDA FY 1983 Annual Report and FY 1983 carry
overs in this report), OFDA sent a consultant to assess the 
two disasters and evaluate emergency relief needs at a cost 
of $9,739. 

TOTAL 

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencies 

None reported. 

Assistance Provided by the International community 

$109,739 

Germany, Fed. Rep. - $21,000 to the Natal Red cross for the flood relief 
program. 

Germany, Fed. Rep. Church Groups - $210,000 to the Natal Red Cross to 
support the feeding program. 

TOTAL $231,000 


