
GUINEA - Earthquake 

Date: December 22, 1983 

Location: Northwest Guinea, including the departments of Gaoual, Mamou, 
Kindia, and Labe 

No. Dead: 275 

No. Affected: 20,000 homeless; 1,436 injured 

Damage: sixteen villages destroyed; considerable material damage and 
loss of livestock 

The Disaster 

A strong earthquake, registering 6.3 on the Richter scale, shook the 
Fouba-Djallon Massif region in northwestern Guinea the night of December 
21-22. A second quake occurred on December 24 in the town of Koumbia and 
the surrounding area. The affected area is a high plateau region of cold 
winds and freezing temperatures. Many people were left homeless and in a 
state of panic, as tremors, lasting from 5 to 10 seconds, continued for 
several days after the initial shocks. Hundreds of masonry buildings and 
thousands of huts were destroyed. Until tents and blankets reached the 
victims. they slept in the open buffeted by icy winds in temperatures of 
2°C. 

Action Taken by the Government of Guinea (GOG) 

Immediately following the earthquake, a 24-hour national mourning period 
was declared. President Sekou Toure also announced that a government 
team composed of seven ministers, including those of Social Welfare, 
Interior and Security, Public Health, and Internal commerce, would visit 
Gauoul to assess emergency needs. Following this evaluation, on December 
23, the GOG launched an international appeal and requested that UNDRO 



coordinate emergency relief. Another delegation, including the president 
and representatives from UNDRO and LORCS, visited the disaster site by 
helicopter on December 28. By that time, medical supplies, tents, 
blankets, and food had arrived in Conakry from numerous countries and 
international organizations, and the GOG and foreign relief teams 
collaborated to meet all immediate emergency needs. The slightly injured 
were treated in eight 50-person tents, while the seriously injured 
transferred to a regional hospital. 

By December 30, most emergency needs had been met, and donors focused on 
medium-term rehabilitation needs such as construction materials, trans
port, and tank trucks for fuel. Also, due to the limited capacity of the 
Conakry airport to receive and forward donations, UNDRO recommended that 
donations be given in cash rather than in kind. 

Assistance Provided by the United States Government 

Based on reports received from the earthquake site and an 
appeal for international assistance from the GOG, the U.S. 
Ambassador declared on December 24 that a disaster existed 
and obligated his disaster assistance authority of $25,000 
for local relief expenses. Of this amount, $10,000 was 
contributed to UNDRO to purchase diesel fuel to help move 
supplies to the stricken area. The remaining $15,000 was 
used to purchase food in Dakar and fuel for local transport. 

OFDA authorized $30,000 for the purchase and transport of 
emergency food from Dakar. Five tons of sweetened condensed 
milk, four tons of sugar, three tons of corned beef, four 
tons of peanut oil, and two tons of dried milk were airlifted 
to Conakry from Dakar in four trips. A c-130 aircraft was 
chartered in Niamey for this purpose. (Of the $30,000, 
$17,775 was spent on transportation costs.) 

In response to the U.S. Ambassador's request for technical 
assistance, OFDA contracted two seismic experts from the USGS 
in January. With the assistance of GOG geologists, they 
conducted a geologic and seismic examination of the Koumbia 
earthquake zone. A civil engineer from USAID/Abidjan studied 
the damaged buildings in order to recommend earthquake
resistant methods for rebuilding. subsequently, the team 
presented their findings to a group of 30 GOG technicians and 
the National Scientific council. An additional $5,000 was 
obligated in January for local support of the USGS team, and 
the original contract amount of $21,100 was increased by 
$8,000 in April. 

In June, OFDA granted $90,000 to the GOG for the rehabilita
tion of housing damaged during the earthquake. 



summary of USG Assistance 

Ambassador's authority ....•.•...••..•.•....•...•..•..•..•.••.•....• $25, 000 

Purchase and transport of food from Dakar ..•.••...•....••.•........ $30,000 

USGS experts, seismic equipment, and transportation costs ....••.••. $34,100 

Housing rehabilitation program ........•....•..•.........•.•..••..•. $90,000 

TOTAL $179, 100 

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencies 

American National Red cross - cash contribution of $10,000 through LORCS. 

TOTAL $10,000 

Assistance Provided by the International Community 

International organizations 

Conseil Entente (intergovernmental organization) - cash grant of $357,143 
to the GOG. 

Economic commission for Africa - $50,000 grant to the GOG. 

EEC - $80,458 to UNDRO. 

LORCS - chartered a plane to arrive in Guinea on December 27 with 160 
family tents, 4 large tents, 7,000 blankets, one ton of clothes, and a 
range rover. Three delegates accompanied the air shipment, which was 
financed by the Red cross Societies of Denmark and the Federal Republic 
of Germany (Guinea has no national Red cross society). On December 31, 
LORCS launched an appeal for funds to distribute emergency food to 3,000 
injured and other vulnerable people over a three-month period, furnish 
cooking utensils to 600 homeless families, and repair and resupply the 
seriously damaged Koumbia dispensary. 

secours Populaires Francais, Federation de Paris - 20 crates of blankets, 
value not reported. 

UNDP - $30,000 to UNDRO. 

UNDRO - implemented a 3-month emergency program with financial assistance 
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inaccessible disaster site caused delays. It was accordingly decided to 



use the cash contributions of the above donors (see respective listings 
for amounts) to strengthen the GOG's transport capacity by providing 
diesel fuel, tires, and spare parts for heavy-duty trucks. 

UNICEF - medicines and medical supplies, valued at $40,000; airfreight of 
medical supplies, valued at $55,000. 

WFP - 60 MT of rice, 6 MT of canned meat, and 6 MT of milk powder, 
distributed to 5,000 victims immediately after the earthquake; valued at 
$52,000; 180 MT of rice given to 20,000 victims over a 45-day period. 

WHO - two emergency health kits to meet basic and urgent medical needs of 
20,000 people for three months, valued at $20,000. 

Governments 

Canada - cash contribution of $2,385 through LORCS. 

Cape Verde - cash grant of $10,000 to GOG. 

China, Peoples Rep. - cash grant of $10,000 to GOG. 

Congo - medicines and cash grant of $238,095 to GOG. 

France - one planeload (10 MT) of medicines, blankets, and tents, and a 
helicopter put at the disposal of the Guinean authorities; value not 
reported. 

Gabon - cash grant of $357,143 to GOG. 

Gambia - cash grant of $7,143 to GOG. 

German Dem. Rep. - 500 blankets, value not reported. 

Germany, Fed. Rep. - 7,000 blankets, 4 tents for health posts, one ton of 
medical supplies, and one range rover, valued at $63,000, given through 
the German Red Cross. 

Guinea Bissau - cash grant of $23,810 to GOG. 

Italy - one planeload of 30 MT of food and 10 MT of dry skim milk, value 
not reported. 

Ivory coast - 200 MT of rice, value not reported; and a cash grant of 
$238,095 to GOG. 

Japan - cash grant of $100,000 to GOG. 

Kuwait - 25 tons of medicines, emergency food, tents, and blankets; value 
not reported. 



Liberia - 225 MT of rice, value not reported. 

Mali - 6 tons of medicines and a medical team, value not reported. 

Mauritania - 3 MT of frozen fish and 1,000 blankets, value not reported. 

Morocco - a medical team of seven doctors and paramedics, three tons of 
medical supplies, 26 civil defense specialists, 100 tents, 2,000 blankets, 
five tons of emergency supplies; valued at $120,000. 

Netherlands - cash grant of $47,925 for purchase of relief items, donated 
to LORCS through the Netherlands Red cross. 

Niger - cash grant of $119,048 to GOG. 

Saudi Arabia - cash grant of $5 million and 160 MT of emergency food, 
medicines, blankets, and other emergency supplies; value not reported. 

Sierra Leone - 45 MT of rice and two tons of medical supplies, value not 
reported. 

Switzerland - cash grant of $30,734 to UNDRO and four communications 
specialists to establish links between Koumbia and Conakry. 

Togo - 25 MT of millet and 25 MT of rice, value not reported. 

United Kingdom - cash grant of $35,450 to LORCS. 

Yugoslavia - seismological team and equipment, value not reported. 

Zaire - cash grant of $100,000 to GOG. 

Voluntary Agencies 

Action d'Urgence Internationale - two relief teams and one doctor, value 
not reported. 

Algeria Red crescent - three Hercules C-130 planeloads carrying 42 tons 
of tents, blankets, medicines, and food; value not reported. 

Cameroon Red Cross - cash contribution of $2,385 through LORCS. 

Canada Red cross - cash contribution of $4,060 through LORCS. 

Egypt Red crescent - contribution of 900 kg of food through LORCS, value 
not reported. 

Libya Red crescent - cash contribution of $3,165 through LORCS. 

Norway Red Cross - cash contribution of $26,606 through LORCS. 



soviet Union Red cross - 900 kg of medicine, tents, and blankets: and 
500 kg of baby food, through LORCS: value not reported. 

Spain Red cross - an airplane with relief supplies valued at $51,376. 

Switzerland Red cross - 600 kg of cooking utensils through LORCS, valued 
at $9,633. 

TOTAL $7,284,654 


