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ABOUT IIRR

The International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR) is a private non-profit organization
which works to improve the quality of life of the rural poor in the developing countries of Asia,
Africa, and Latin America. Incorporated in 1960, IIRR is the outgrowth of the revolutionary, grass
roots development movement which Dr. Y.C. James Yen founded in China more than 70 years ago.
Beginning with a series of massive literacy campaigns, Dr. Yen and his colleagues evolved an effective
integrated program, which emphasized self-help and mutual help as expressed by the tenet “Not relief,
but release.”

Today, IIRR has its world headquarters and training center at a 124-acre campus in Cavite,
Philippines. It fulfills its mission through a variety of international outreach programs, including
training, conferences, consultancies, networking, and information dissemination, which strengthen the
capacities of development agencies. An important feature of the Institute’s programs is their practical
relevance. To insure this, the Institute conducts its own field operations and carries out collaborative
research with partner organizations around the world, including six national rural reconstruction
movements and six regional and national associations of [IRR’s training alumni.

IIRR and its key personnel have been recognized with the Ramon Magsaysay Award for Interna-
tional Understanding, the United Nations Development Programme’s Global 500 Award for out-
standing environmental achievement, and the U.S. Presidential End Hunger Award. 1t is the recipient
of the Alan Shawn Feinstein Award for the Prevention and Reduction of World Hunger in 1994-95,
recognizing “IIRR’s exceptional work to provide opportunities for small rural farmers throughout the
developing world.”
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ABOUT THE EDITOR

Josefina Samson-Atienza is the director of the "Roots of Development” program
of the International Institute of Rural Reconstruction. Dr, Samson-Atienza has a Ph.D.
m economics and is a former faculty member at the Graduate School of International
Studies, University of Denver, Colorado. In 1990-1991, she served as a Research
Associate with the Institute on Church and Social Issues in the Philippines. She has
written various articles on Philippine development issues and has authored a monograph
entitled "Del Monte Expansion--Whither the Small Farmers and Agrarian Reform?"

Additional copies of Creative Partnerships in Philippine Development: Grassroots
Stccess Stories are available at a cost of $3.00 from the International Institute of Rural
Reconstruction, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115. Tel. (212) 870-2992. Fax
(212) 870-2981.



“This book provides a fresh perspective on Philippine development, highlighting the innovative ways
in which Filipinos are empowering themselves to address their economic and social problems. It also
identifies the roles that Filipino Americans have been playing and can play to support these efforts.
This well-written and up-to-date guide also helps build a bridge of understanding about our common
interests. It is truly a valuable resource for anyone interested in Philippine development”

Hon. Raul Ch. Rabe
Philippine Ambassador to the United States

“This is a wonderful publication for development education. The case studies in Section | illustrate a
spectrum of problems and solutions. Section Il identifies a number of organizations which Filipino
Americans can contact or join. A unique resource so well put together”

Laura Lopez
Deputy Director, Trickle Up Program

“I read the first case study and was very much enlightened by the story. So | read on, and as | did
| felt truly happy that such small revolutions are going on in my home country—and that after all,
the country may truly be pulling itself out of the vicious circle of poverty. The treatment of the stories
is informative, compelling, and inspiring.”

Maurese Oteyza Owens

Former President, Philippine Heritage Federation
“Aside from being a pleasure to read, this resource book presents a balanced narration about
the indispensable roles of the key players in Philippine development—the government, the
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and most specially, the people. For Filipino Americans
interested in development, it provides a chance to learn about concrete sustainable projects that
have worked. It allows them a chance to start to find practical ways to participate or to connect with
existing groups. Because it fills an important need, | recommend this guide book to all who may
wish to support sustainable development, particularly in the Philippines.”

Dr. Greg Santillan
President, Los Angeles Science and Technology
Advisory Council

“The publication of this book is timely indeed, for in addition to serving as an inspiration to both
Filipino and American audiences in gearing their efforts toward sustainable development, it also
reminds our youth that they do play a role in shaping the future. This is a most commendable effort!”

Vladimir J. M. Manuel
Member, Board of Directors, National Filipino
American Youth Association
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