
ITALY - Forest Fire 

Date: July 28 - August 14, 1983 (FY 83) 

Location: Island of Sardinia: Calabria region of Italian mainland 

No. Dead: seven 

No. Affected: Not reported 

Damage: Estimated several hundred million dollars worth of damage to 
forests, farmland and houses. 

The Disaster 

During the unusually hot and dry summer of 1983, sporadic forest and 
grassland fires broke out on the islands of Sardinia and Sicily and on 
the mainland in the southern province of Calabria. The largest fires 
raged on Sardinia, destroying large areas of farmland and forests and 
claiming seven lives. The dry conditions and high daytime temperatures, 
ranging between 90 and 109 degrees Fahrenheit, caused the fires to spread 
quickly and hampered firefighting efforts. 

Action Taken by the Government of Italy (GOI) 

Along with traditional firefighting methods, the GOI used aircraft to 
spray chemical retardants on the fires. The simultaneous outbreak of 
fires in Sardinia, Sicily, and Calabria put a severe strain on the fire
fighting resources of the GOI and necessitated the request of additional 
airplanes from other governments. 

Assistance Provided by the United States Government (USG) 

on July 30, 1983, Ambassador Maxwell Rabb determined that 
the situation on the island of Sardinia warranted a disaster 
declaration and obligated $25,000 to the relief efforts. 



In addition, the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance 
(OFDA) arranged for the deployment of two C-130 National Guard 
firefighting airplanes from the Department of Defense (DOD). 
Both aircraft were equipped with modular airborne systems 
carrying twelve thousand liters of water mixed with a chemical 
fire retardant. Two U.S. Forest Service Liaison officers 
accompanied the flight crews to provide technical assistance. 

The planes were dispatched from the U.S. Air Force base in 
Van Nuys, California and arrived on August 2 in Pisa, Italy. 
The operation began on August 3, with the two planes flying 
at least four sorties per day to Sardinia, campania, Liguria, 
and Tuscany. The Italian Ministry for civil Protection 
requested that the mission be extended an additional week 
beginning on August 9. By August 14, the fires in Sardinia, 
Sicily, and Calabria had been completely extinguished. Both 
the Italian Government and Italian press gratefully acknow
ledged the USG assistance. 

s ummary of USG Assistance 

Ambassador's disaster relief authority ............. . ..... ....... $25,000 

Two DOD C- 130 firefighting aircraft plus crew for fourteen 
days .................. . ..... ......... . .. .................... ... $598, 319 

Two U.S . Forest Service personnel for 20 days to provide 
technical assistance ........ • . ..... . ......................•..... $18,000 

TOTAL 

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencies 

None reported. 

Assistance Provided by the International community 

Germany, Federal Republic of - provided two firefighting 
aircraft, value not reported. 

$641,319 


