
BOTSWANA - Drought 

Date: 1982-1985 

Location: Countrywide, especially in the east 

No. Dead: Not reported 

Agency for 
International 
Development 

No. Affected: Approximately 880,000 (80% of the population) 

Damage: Loss of crops and livestock, and increased malnutrition 

The Disaster 

Washington D.C. 
20523 

For four consecutive years, Botswana has suffered from the effects of 
drought. In the eastern region where m6st crop production and cattle 
raising occurs, rainfall was from 35% to 60% below normal in 1985. 
Nationwide, the drought was responsible for reducing domestic food 
production by as much as 80%. Harvested crops amounted to 20,000 MT, 
about 7% of a nonnal year's yield. The livestock industry, namely cattle 
used as draft animals for planting and ploughing, also suffered. The 
national herd was reduced by 600,000 head over the four-year period due 
to critically inadequate grazing land. Many small-scale owners of 
livestock lost · their entire herds. 

Malnutrition persisted as the drought continued and was especially 
pronounced among women and children in small villages. In 1985, 31% of 
the population was identified as nutritionally at-risk and child 
malnutrition was estimated at 22%. The areas of Molepolole, Lobatse,. 
Ghanzi, and Kgalagadi recorded the highest incidences of malnutrition. 

Action Taken by the Government of Botswana (GOB) 

On March 10, 1985 President Quett Masire declared the fourth year of 
drought for most of Botswana, although in certain areas crop production 
had begun to improve. These more promising areas were designated as 
recovery zones. 
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Beginning in 1982 and continuing through 1984, the GOB instituted several 
drought relief programs that provided supplementary food to more than 60% 
of the population. Special nutritional supplements were given to 
infants, school children, nursing mothers, and pregnant women. In the 
recovery zones, only people medically identified as in need of rations 
qualified for free food. The GOB continued to administer a public works • and cash-for-work program designed to provide income for rural people as 
compensation for losses resulting from ~he drought. This program 
benefited over 25,000 drought victims. In a "hand stamping" program, 
7, 000 women were employed using mortars and pestles to pound WFP. and 
GOB-purchased sorghum into flour. In 1985, the GOB increased the 
compensation for "hand stamping." 

Agricultural relief efforts such as free seeds, water supply systems, and 
subsidies to encourage increased cultivation were continued in 1985 in 
all drought areas. In the recovery zones only those measures which 
contributed directly to the recovery of farming were implemented. 

Assistance Provided by the United States Government 

In response to the continuing drought, Ambassador Theodore C. 
Maino on August 12, 1985 issued a disaster declaration and 
authorized $25,000 to be used i~ support of priority projects 
within the GOB's drought relief program. 

USAID's strategy to allevia t e the disaster included the 
distribution of P.L. 480 Title II food commodities. As part 
of a government-to-gove rnment agreement, 3,000 MT of corn and 
1, 000 MT of vegoil were donated by the USG. The commodities 
cost $1,409,800 and freight cost $1,653,700. In addition , 
775 MT of Section 416 NFDM were provided for distribution by 
WFP. The cos t of the food was $503,800 and freight cos t 
$220,900. 

TOTAL $3, 813' 200 

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencies 

CRS - gave $36,000 cash for the purchase of food. 

TOTAL 

Assistance Provided by the International Community 

International Organizations 

FAQ - contributed $130,000 for botulism vaccines and donated food 
commodities and freight valued at $490,000. 
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LWF - gave $650,000 cash for grain storage and implemented an emergency 
water supply program with a grant from Sweden. 

UNDP - provided $60,000 for four food distribution officers from United 
Nations Volunteers. 

UNDRO - gave $13,600 for stockfeed covers. 

UNICEF - donated transport and logistics support valued at $440,000 and 
medicine valued at $821,000, and provided $172,000 for workshops and 
seminars. 

WFP - supplied food commodities valued at $1,000,000 and eight vehicles 
valued at $80,000. 

Governments 

Australia 
$153,000. 

donated open-air food storage and cooking equipment worth 

China - supplied seeds valued at $100,000. 

Denmark - provided food supplies valued at $90,000. 

Italy - donated 19 MT of pharmaceutical and veterinary equipment valued 
at $174,418. 

Sweden - gave $930,000 for an emergency water supply program and a grant 
to Lutheran World Federation of $211,111 for an emergency water supply 
program. 

United Kingdom - donated food protection equipment valued at $41,000 and 
provided 15 Land Rovers valued at $405,000. 

Voluntary Agencies 

Caritas Austria - gave $30,544 in cash. 

Caritas Canada - donated $8,000 in cash. 

Caritas Germany, Fed. Rep. - gave $13,840 in cash. 

TOTAL $6-,013,513 

3 




