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HONDURAS - Floods 

Date: May 24-25, 1982 (FY 82) 

Location: Southern Honduras 

No. Dead: 130 

No. Affected: 20,000 

Damage: 

The Disaster 

$101 million estimated total: agricultural sector -
million; rural education centers - $1 million; rural 
centers - $3 million; housing - $6 million; roads -
million; and bridges - $6 million 
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In late May 1982, Tropical Storm Alleta deposited up to 20.3 cm of rain 
in the southern region of Honduras near the Nicaraguan border, causing 
the Choluteca River to overflow its banks. In Guasale, a bridge linking 
Honduras and Nicaragua was washed away. The other towns most affected by 
the flooding were Marcovia, El Triunfo, Yusguare, Namasigue, San Benito, 
Santa Maria, Concepcion de Maria, and Agua Fria. 

The affected region is populated primarily by low-income farmers who rely 
on subsistence agriculture augmented by some cash crops. The flooding, 
which damaged or destroyed the coffee, sugarcane, fruit, and cereal 
crops, caused serious economic hardship for the population of the area. 

In addition, approximately 1,000 housing units were damaged or destroyed. 
Twenty-one bridges, a dam in Choluteca, part of the Pan American highway, 
and other roads also sustained some damage. 

Action Taken by the Government of Honduras (GOH) 

Immediate relief needs and baste food requirements were met by the GOH, 
the Honduran Red Cross, and other local organizations. The GOH public 
health apparatus was able to handle the increase in respiratory illnesses 
and diarrhea which resulted from the flooding. Land communications were 
restored to most of the affected areas by June 11. 
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After the initial relief phase, the GOH concentrated on projects to recon
struct feeder roads and bridges. This program had a total estimated cost 
of $750,000 and included a project to construct inexpensive wooden Bailey 
bridges. Reconstruction programs also included rebuilding aqueducts, 
which were a main source of water contamination. 

Assistance Provided by The United States Government (USG) 

On June 3, U.S. Ambassador John D. Negroponte determined that 
the flooding was of a magnitude to warrant USG assistance. 
Accordingly, using his disaster assistance authority, he 
donated $25,000 to the Honduran Red Cross. These funds were 
used for immediate relief supplies including medicines. The 
Embassy also engaged the services of a disaster specialist at 
a cost of $8,000 to help assess the extent of the damage. 

TOTAL 

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencies* 

$33,000 

Church World Service - contributed $5,000 for disaster relief supplies: 
half went to CODE and half went to CEDEN, two private Honduran 
organizations. 

World Vision International - provided food valued at $10,000 for 3,000 
people in Choluteca. 

TOTAL $15,000 

Assistance Provided by the International Community* 

International Organizations 

European Economic Community - provided $99,671 in cash through the League 
of Red Cross Societies (LORCS) and 100 MT of milk powder 1 worth $125,000. 

LORCS - gave $21,649 in cash. 

Organization of American States - contributed $37,500 from its Emergency 
Fund. 

U.N. Development Program - provided $230,000 and technical assistance to 
the GOH for its bridge and road construction program; and gave $30,000 in 
cash for the reconstruction of local roads. 

UNDRO - provided $30,000 in cash for the local purchase of food items and 
water purifiers. 
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Governments 

Belgium - contributed $22,988 through the Belgian Red Cross. 

Canada - provided $59,621 in cash to LORCS and $32,520 in cash to the Pan 
American Health Organization for the purchase of medicine and medical 
supplies. 

Chile - donated 25 tents, 50 camp beds, and 100 each of mattresses, 
blankets, and pillows, value not reported. 

Japan - gave $50,000 in cash to the GOH. 

Netherlands - contributed $39,063 in cash through Christian Relief 
Services. 

Switzerland - donated 100 family tents, with a value of $22,680. 

United Kingdom - gave $17,793 in cash. 

Voluntary Agencies 

Pan American Foundation - provided two fully-equipped camp hospitals, 
worth $400,000. 

World Council of Churches - contributed $15,000 to CEDEN and CODE, and 
issued an appeal for $700,000 for flood relief projects in both Nicaragua 
and Honduras. 

TOTAL $1,233,485 

* Please note: the listings of assistance provided by U.S . Voluntary 
Agencies and the International Community are compiled from reports 
submitted voluntarily to OFDA. It is not always possible to verify 
the accuracy of these reports, nor the dollar value of i n-kind con
tributions. As a result, the total dollar values indicated in these 
sections should be taken as representative figures. 
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