
NEPAL - Floods and Landslides 

Data 

Date: July 1978 (FY 78) 

Agency for 
International 
Development 

Washington D.C. 
20523 

Location: 14 of 75 zones affected. Terai or southern plains region 
(Narayani, Janakpur, Lumbini, and Rapah zones) was most 
seriously affected 

No. Dead: 

No. Injured: 

No. Homeless: 

No. Affected: 

Damage: 

houses destroyed: 

livestock lost: 

food crop acreage lost: 

total estimated loss: 

The Disaster 

Country-wide 

130 

43 

27 , 000 

1,503 

4,674 

$513,277 

Terai region 

51 

5 

700 

19,000 

4,081 

585 

2,465 

$361,765 

Flooding in the wake of monsoon rains (June-September) is a recurrent 
phenomenon in Nepal. In 1978 an unusually heavy monsoon, especially in 
July, caused floods and landslides, affecting the Terai or southern plains 
region most severely . Those left homeless found temporary shelter in huts 
or public buildings, with friends or relatives, or l eft the area entirely. 
The victims' greatest needs were for food, clothing, and medicines for 
cholera and other gastro-intestinal illnesses. 

On August 29, 1978, a group representing The Government of Nepal, Nepal 
Red Cross , League of Red Cross Societies, UNDP, UK, USG, and CARE 
coordinated an aerial (helicopter) and field survey of the most seriously 
affected areas in the Terai. 'nle group saw areas along The Narayani and 
Bagmati rivers where several hundred houses had been destroyed, livestock 
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lost, agricultural land washed away or silted, and food crops destroyed 
or severely damaged. 

Action Taken by the Government of Nepal (GON) 

The GON's Central Disaster Relief Committee established a Consolidated Fund 
and issued an appeal for contributions in cash and kind. Local institu
tions. and social organizations contributed a total of $5,323. In addition 
to a cash contribution, the Nepal Red Cross provided: 200,000 meters of 
cloth and distributed it among 10,000 families: eight tons of milk distri
buted among 15,000 children and disaster victims at 150 feeding centers; 
8,000 blankets; 20,000 pieces of clothing; and medicines worth $7,143. 

The major problems in making relief available were the perennial difficul
ties of communication and transportation in mountainous Nepal. Information 
concerning needed relief was sometimes received after much delay, causing 
corresponding lags in the provision of supplies to those areas. Within 
the constraints of limited resources, flood victims were given food, 
clothing, and medicines (wherever possible) and, when necessary, provided 
with shelter. The 700 homeless in the Terai were temporarily resettled 
at the time of the disaster and later, with the help of the local 
administration, perm~nently resettled, The GON expended a total of $45,294 
from the Consolidated Fund for relief in the Terai region. 

Assistance Provided by the United States Government (USG) 

Tile USG assisted in the aerial/field survey. 

On August 31, 1978, the U.S . .Ambassador determined that a dis
aster warranting USG assistance had occurred . The Ambassador 
presented a check for $25,000 to the Prime Minister of Nepal as 
a contribution to the Consolidated Fund for relief of the dis
aster. The funds were used in the Terai region to move victims 
to safe areas and provide them with food, clothing, medical 

·help, and both temporary and permanent shelter •••...•.....•.•• . .• • • . $25,000 

TOTAL 

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencies 

CARE assisted in the aerial/field survey. 

Assistance Provided by the International Community * 

Various members of the international community also assisted in 
the aerial/field survey. The League of Red Cross Societies 
launched an appeal for funds to some of its member societies; 
eight responded with contributions totalling $24,834 

UNDP - assisted in the aerial/field survey 
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$25,000 

.. 
' ' 
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UNDRO· - cash grant ($5,000) and medicine through WHO ($3,500) 

totalling $8,500 

United Kingdom - 12 tents , 1,575 blankets ( flown from Hong 

Kong); 1,005,000 antibiotic t ablets (flown from London ); cash 

grant total value of assistance was $91,108 

TOTAL $200,059 

* Please note: the figure for total international assistance is an approx

imation. In many cases the cash value of in kind aid is unavailable. 
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