
GUYANA - Power Shortage 

Data 

Date: Early April 1978 (FY 78) 

Location: Georgetown 

No. Dead: None 

No. Affected: 250,000 

Agency for 
International 
Development 

Washington D.C. 
20523 

Damage: Power failures resulted in breakdown of water and sanitation 
systems and severe security problems; lack of refrigeration 
caused major · losses of drugs and food; hospitals, local 
markets, businesses, and commercial plants were crippled; 
food and other basic necessities, including potable water, 
were in short supply 

The Disaster 

The two electric power plants which supplied Georgetown had both been de
teriorating for years. During the week of April 2, 1978, power in the 
Georgetown area failed completely six times for periods of over 24 hours, 
and these conditions continued into the following week, with the thin re
sources of Georgetown dwindling rapidly. Approximately 250,000 people (the 
population of Georgetown) were affected . . 

Action Taken by the Government of Guyana (GOG) 

To alleviate the immediate crisis, electric power was tapped from the power 
plant of a bauxite facility 65 miles from Georgetown. Auxiliary generators 
were moved to key locations such as water pumping stations and hospitals. 
The GOG contracted to have the major Georgetown power plant renovated. 

The GOG requested assistance from A.I.D. in obtaining more generating equip
ment. Subsequently, customs duties and taxes on incoming American tools, 
parts, and personnel were waived. 

Assistance Provided by the United States Government (USG) 

As the power crisis deepened, the U.S. Ambassador to Guyana 
made a disaster declaration on April 12, 1978, and made $25,000 
from the International Disaster Assistance account available. 
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These funds were used to support assistance from the Department 
of Defense and the Center for Disease Control ••••..•••. • .• • ••••••••. $25,000 

A four-man DOD Disaster Relief Survey Team reached Georgetown 
on April 14 to assess the power shortage and its impact, 

Rather than the procurement of individual generating sets, as 
originally requested by the GOG, the team recommended rehabili
tation of two inoperative 1-megawatt generators already in the 
country. These generators would be able to supply enough power 
to maintain water and sewerage facilities and the city's seven 
hospitals should another major generator failure occur and 
could serve as auxiliary power to the main electric stations 
when needed. 

An epidemiologist from the Center for Disease Control in At
lanta accompanied the team · to assess potential health hazards 
from lack of potable water, etc. He found no evidence that 
the ~hortage was directly responsible for any communicable 
disease or deaths. 

Arrangements were made with a commerical firm to carry out 
the rehabilitation of the two generators. In the meantime, a 
second DOD team, arriving in Georgetown on May 9, dismantled 
the generators and, with one of the contractor's engineers, 
compiled a list of needed spare parts. 

After unanticipated delays, the contractor reported both gener
ating units operative in November. , Cost for rehabilitation of 
the two units, covering personnel, supplies, spare parts, and 
transport costs (and including $164 from FY 79 funds) was ••...••... $247,247 

TOTAL 

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencies * 

None reported. 

Assistance . Provided by the International Community* 

Canada - grant for technical assistance and spare parts for re
habilitation of one of the major Georgetown generating plants 
for a total of $50,000 
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$272 ,247 

.. 
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Great Britain - grant and loan ($8 million) assistance for pur
chase of two additional generators of 24 megawatts each valued 
at $200,000 

TOTAL $250,000 

* Please note: the figure for total international assistance is an approx
imation. In many cases the cash value of in kind aid is unavailable. 
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