
BANGLADESH - Displaced Persons 

Data 

Date: April 1978 1FY 78) 

Location: Chittagong and Chittagong Hill Tracts 

No. Dead: 6, 150 

No. Affected: 213,879 

Agency for 
International 
Development 

Washington D.C. 
20523 

Damage: Over 200,000 people fled over the border into Bangladesh 
from Burma over a three-month period from April to July 
1978; the mass influx, and subsequent problems of providing 
shelter, food, and medical qare for the refugees, created a 
massive burden for the Government of Bangladesh and greatly 
strained its resources 

The Disaster 

. Over 200 , 000 ethnic Bengali Muslims fled into Bangladesh from the Arakan 
region of Burma after a crackdown by the Burmese authorities on illegal 
immigration. Many may have been recent illegal immigrants from Bangladesh; 

but others had probably resided in Burma for generations. About one-half 
of the refugees were under 15 years of age . 

The Government of Bangladesh claimed these people were Burmese refugees 
and should be repatriated to Burma, while the Burmese Government considered 

them to be illegal Bengali immigrants. On July 9, 1978, Bangladesh and 
Burma signed a repatriation agreement but the process was delayed in its 

implementation, creating a need for continued international assistance, 

Action Taken by the Government of Bangladesh (BOG) and Bangladesh Groups 

Thirteen camps were set up to receive those fleeing from Burma. Initially, 
the BOG provided basic food and some shelter while the Bangladesh Red 
Cross, which administered the camps, supplied milk, biscuits, clothing, 
some shelter, and medical care. Red Cross clinics and mini-hospitals were 
set up in each camp. 
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Under a tripartite agreement among the BOG, the Bangladesh Red Cross , and 
the W0rld Food Program (WFP), the Bangladesh Red Cross set up 37 field 
kitchens in the camps to provide hot meals from food supplied by the BOG 
and the WFP. 

Mass vaccinations against cholera were carried out in the camps. Although 
some of the deaths reported were feared to be due to cholera, no laboratory 
confirmation of death. from cholera was made. 

Caritas Bangladesh constructed shelters and sanitary latrines utilizing 
funds amounting to $5,495 provided through the Bishop of Chittagong. 

HEED (Health, F.ducation and Economic Development) donated 1.25 tons of 
powdered milk to the Bangladesh Red Cross, as well as 30,000 sets of 
clothing. 

Action Taken by the Government of Burma (GOB) 

Transit camps were established in Burma to receive those being repatriated . 
The Burma Red Cross staffed the reception centers and planned a seven-month 
supplementary feeding program for all children under 12. In coordination 
with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the Government 
of Burma drew up extensive rehabilitation plans. 

Assistance Provided by the United States Government (USG) 

On June 5, 1978, the U.S. Ambassador to Bangladesh, David 
Schneider, declared that an emergency existed. 

USG provided 11,640 MT of P.L. 480 foodstuffs through the UNHCR 
to the WFP feeding program. These commodities (2, 880 MT wheat, 
1,250 MT rice, 5 ,550 MT soy fortified sorghum grits, 1, 000 MT 
soy fortified bulgur, and 960 MT vegetable oil) were provided 
on a replenishable basis and were valued at • • ....•••...• ••••..• • $4,238,000 

In addition, a cash grant was made to UNHCR to help procure 
locally salt, sugar, tea, clothing, blankets, bamboo for 
shelter, and sanitation equipment •••.•••••••.•••••• • •••••••••••••• $500,000 

TOTAL 

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencies * 
American National Red Cross - cash grant of $10,000 

CARE - placed four vehicles at the disposal of the BDG district 
relief coordinator 

Christian Reformed World Relief Committee - $2,000 grant to 
Caritas Bangladesh 
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Church World Service - $5,000 cash grant; also issued an appeal 
for funds 

Food for the Hungry - 400 prefabricated houses 

Lutheran World Foundation - cash grant of $35,000 

Medical Assistance Programs, International - drugs supplied 
to HEED 

Mennonite Central Committee - $3,333 grant to Caritas 
Bangladesh 

National Council of Churches - 50 bales of quilts, 20 bales 
of used clothing, 150 cartons of milk powder, and $5,000 i n 
cash 

Salvation Army - 250 tons of biscuits, some clothing and 
cooking pots 

Seventh-day Adventist World Service - placed vehicles at the 
disposal of relief authorities, and $6,000 in cash 

World Vision Relief Organization - $50,000 to purchase cooking 
utensils, clothing, and shelter materials 

TOTAL 

Assistance Provided by the International Community * 

International Organizations 

European Economic Community - $60,198 cash to the UNHCR 

The League of Red Cross Societies (LORCS) transmitted a 
Bangladesh Red Cross appeal for assistance and sent two 
delegates to Bangladesh. On September 13, 1978, LORCS made 
an international appeal on behal f of the Burma Red Cross for 
medicines and canned food for 60,000 people, 250 MT milk powder 
for 40,000 children, tents, materials for fishing nets, and 
$16,000 for operational costs. A second appeal for $318,548 
in cash was made on January 4, 1979. A delegate was also sent 
to Burma. 

The U.N. Development Program (UNDP) Resident Representative 
doubled as the UNHCR representative. Four minibuses were lent 
by the UNDP. 1be UNHCR was designated by the UN Secretary 
General to coordinate international assistance to Bangladesh. 
On May 29, 1978, the UNHCR made an appeal to 74 countries for 
25,474 MT of foodstuffs, shelter materals, medicines, 
tubewells, clothing, vehicles, and money for transport costs. 
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The total cost of caring for the estimated 200,0.00 victims 
over a six-month period was estimated to be $15,565,000. The 
UNHCR also appealed for up to $400,000 to support the Burmese 
side of the repatriation effort. 

The UNICEF supplied 20 teams of public health engineers and 
$400,000 for medical supplies, air frieght costs, and the in
stallation of 1,200 tubewells. 

The World Food Program (WFP) WFP contributed 18,588 MT 
(value - $3,515,000) of foodstuffs, including 11,640 MT 
($2,238,000) of P.L. 480 grains donated by the USG. 

Governments 

Australia - $52,057 in cash to LORCS and $93,182 worth of 
plastic sheeting and vitamins to the UNHCR 

Bhutan - $36,585 worth of potatoes to the UNHCR 

Canada - $180,505 in cash to LORCS 

Denmark - $803 , 571 in cash to the UNHCR 

Federal Republic of Germany - $947,867 in cash to the UNHCR 

Iran - $50,000 cash grant 

Japan - $1,177,955 in cash to the UNHCR 

Korea - $2 ,000 cash grant 

Kuwait - $5,000 cash grant 

Li chtenstein - $5, 000 in cash to the UNHCR 

Malaysia - $1,260 cash grant 

Netherlands - $445,440 in cash to the UNHCR for the purchase 
of food and medicines 

New Zealand - $15, 388 in cash to LORCS 

Norway - $641,026 in cash to the UNHCR 

Sweden - $645,161 in cash to the UNHCR 

Switzerland - $181,347 in cash to the UNHCR 

Turkey - $5,000 in cash to LORCS 

United Kingdom - drugs, 310 rolls of polyethylene, and aircraft 
charter all valued at $79,859 to LORCS and $1, 389, 284 in 
cash to the UNHCR 
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Voluntary Agencies 

Afghan Red Crescent - $3,000 in cash to LORCS 

Australian Red Cross - $4,161 in cash, 50,000 vitamin A tab
lets, 2-3 sterilizers, stainless steel basins, bowls, jugs , 
bed-pans, urinals to LORCS 

Belgian Red Cross - $3,155 in cash to LORCS 

Canadian Red Cross - $4 ,51 3 in cash and the services of one 
delegate valued at $9,026 to LORCS 

CONCERN - contribution (unspecified) to relief and rehabili
tation 

Danish Red Cross - 300,00 Primaquine tablets, 200,000 tetra
cycline tablets, and 100,000 Fancidar tablets valued at 
$15,688, plus $87,154 in cash to LORCS 

Finnish Red Cross - $11,623 in cash to LORCS 

French Red Cross - 40,000 Nivaquine tablets and three tons of 
babyfood valued at $8,925, and 400 MT food 

German (FRG) Red Cross - $47,371 in cash to LORCS 

Individuals - $56 1 in cash to LORCS, $1 ,882 to Caritas 
Bangladesh 

Iranian Red Lion and Sun Society - $50,000 in cash to the 
Bangladesh Red Cross 

Irish Red Cross - $8 ,177 in cash to LORCS 

Japanese Red Cross - $2,658,814 in cash and 10 MT bleaching 
powder worth $3, 487 to LORCS 

Korean Red Cross - $2,000 in cash to LORCS 

Luxembourg Red Cross - $2,334 in cash to LORCS 

Monaco Red Cross - $649 in cash to LORCS 

Netherlands Caritas - $18,760 to Caritas Bangladesh 

Netherlands Red Cross - medicines worth $22 ,809 to LORCS 

New Zealand Red Cross - $6,155 in cash to LORCS 

Norwegian Red Cross - $109,522 in cash to LORCS 

Pakistani Red Crescent - clothing valued at $15,152 to LORCS 
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Salvation Army - 250 tons of high protein biscuits, 300 pots, 
5,000 lungis 

Singapore Red Cross - $1,037 in cash, 563 blankets worth $736, 
and ·assorted other relief supplies valued at $262 to LORCS 

Spanish Red Cross - $3,109 in cash to LORCS 

Swedish Red Cross - $85,415 in cash to LORCS 

Swiss Red Cross - $54,496 in cash and medicaments, and hospital 

material valued at $6,819 to LORCS 

Terre des Hommes - contribution (unspecified) to relief and 
rehabilitation 

Trocaire - $27 1 8.41 to Caritas Bangladesh 

United Kingdom Catholic Fund for Overseas Development - 47 
rolls of polyethylene sheeting valued at $1,933 to LORCS 

United Kingdom Christian Aid - 117 rolls of polyethylene valued 
at $4,832 to LORCS 

United Kingdom Methodist Relief Fund - $9,111 in cash to 
LOR CS 

United Kingdom Oxfam - 105 rolls of polyethylene and four sani
tation units valued at $23,637 to LORCS 

United Kingdom Red Cross - $30,977 in cash to LORCS 

United Kingdom Save the Children Fund - 94 rolls of poly
ethylene and 50 bales of clothing valued at $4,349 to LORCS 

TOTAL $10,100,920 

* Please note: the figures for total U.S voluntary agency and interna

tional assistance are an approximation. In many cases the cash value of 

in kind aid is unavailable. 
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