
ZAIRE - Volcanic Eruption 

Data 

Date: January 10, 1977 (FY 77) 

Location: Nyirangongo Volcano, Goma, Kivu Province 

No. Dead: 61 

No. Injured: 10 

No. Homeless: 7,000 - 8,000 

Damage: The lava flow destroyed three small villages and all 
agricultural crops in its path 

The Disaster 

On January 10, 1977, Nyirangongo and one of its satellite volcanoes erupted 
causing the collapse of the main crater and cracking the sides of the 
volcano's walls. Lava flowed south toward the city of Goma; southeast 
toward the Rwanda border blocking the road between Goma, Kisingani and 
the Uganda border for about 9 km.; and southwest toward Sal<e. Property 
damage and loss of lives resulted from inundation by the lava flow. As 
the lava flow headed toward the populated areas of Goma, the population 
fled to Gisenyi, Rwanda, and the surrounding hills. The government later 
relocated 7,000-8,000 people to Gatoyi some 100 km. away. Nyirangongo 
erupts every 8-12 years. 

Action Taken by the Government of Zaire (GOZ) 

Solidarite des Eglises was established immediately to coordinate relief 
operations and receive contributions. Commercial organizations in Goma 
contributed $3,439 for food and blankets. The Catholic Diocese of Goma 
provided shelter to about 200 families and fed another 800 families. 
President Mobutu donated $80,500 so that each of an estimated 1,150 
affected families could receive a grant of about $57.50. The remaining 
funds were used by Solidarite to pay transportation costs stemming from 
the resettlement/feeding efforts. The Ministry of Social Welfare provided 
clothes and blankets for children, and food for victims. Action Kusadia 
obtained transport for relief supplies and aided in resettlement. The 
Zaire Red Cross contributed 22 tons of tents, blankets, and clothing. 



ZAIRE - Volcanic Eruption 

Assistance Provided by the United States Government (USG) 

The U.S. Ambassador to Zaire provided $5,000 from the Disaster 
Relief Account for the purchase of pickaxes and shovels for use 
by resettled victims ................................................ $5.000 

TOTAL 

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencies * 

The Zaire Protestant Relief Agency (U.S.)/Mennonite Central 
Committee provided blankets, clothing, food, and medical 
supplies all valued at, $35,600 

TOTAL 

Assistance Provided by the International Community * 

In response to an international appeal by the League of Red 
Cross Societies for aid to resettle victims of the volcano, nine 
national societies plus the Catholic Fund for Overseas Develop
ment of Great Britain contributed a total of $37,500 as 
follows: 

Canada - cash grant of $5 ,000 

Denmark - cash grant of $2,000 

Egypt - 103 parcels of food; value unspecified 

Finland - cash grant of $4,000 

Great Britain -
Red Cross - $1,500 cash grant 
Cafod - $1,500 cash grant 

Iran - cash grant of $5,000 

Netherlands - cash grant of $8,250 

Norway - cash grant of $4,000 

Sweden - cash grant of $6,250 

TOTAL 

$5,000 

$35,600 

$37 ,500 

* Please note: the figures for total U.S. voluntary agency and interna
tional assistance are an approximation. In many cases the cash value 
of in kind aid is unavailable. 




