
DONOR SNAPSHOT: 

THE NETHERLANDS 

POLITICAL CONTEXT AND FUNDING TRENDS 
The Dutch reduced its aid budget from 0. 81% of GNI in 2010 to 0.75% 
in 2011, equal to a fall in ODA from $6.3 billion to $5.5 billion. Under 
the 2012 coalition agreement, Minister Ploumen had to cut ODA by an 
additional $1.3 billion for the 2014 budget. 
The Netherlands channels a relatively large share of it’s ODA through 
CSOs. However, cuts to the ODA budget will reduce this funding 
significantly. As a result, the private sector is becoming an increasingly 
important partner in development.  

GEOGRAPHIC PRIORITIES 
Roughly half of Netherlands ODA ultimately goes to Africa. Other large 
recipients are Afghanistan and former Dutch colonies. 
In 2010, the Netherlands reduced the number of priority countries from 
33 to 15 – new priority countries include New Alliance countries of 
Ethiopia, Mozambique, and Ghana. (As well as potential future New 
Alliance countries Rwanda & Kenya).  
Of the Dutch’s 15 priority countries, eight will gradually phase out of the 
aid relationship and move to a trade relationship: Bangladesh, Benin, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Indonesia, Kenya, Mozambique, and Uganda. 

ORGANIZATIONAL OVERVIEW 
In the Netherlands, official development 
assistance is administered under the MOFA.  
On November 5th, 2012, Lilianne Ploumen was 
appointed Minister for Foreign Trade and 
Development Cooperation in the Rutte-Asscher 
government.  
Minister Ploumen recently announced her own direction for 
development policy including expanded outreach to the BRICs, a focus 
on global issues, ways to broaden private sector participation, and 
using government more as a catalyst for action than a major funds 
provider. 
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SECTORAL PRIORITIES 
The Dutch government has set four “spearheads” for development; 
security and the legal order, food security, water, and sexual and 
reproductive health and rights. 
The Netherlands focus of development cooperation will shift from 
social sectors to manufacturing sectors to use economic growth and 
the private sector as an engine for poverty reduction.  
The newly-created Dutch Good Growth Fund seeks to incentivize 
Dutch companies, especially small and medium enterprises, to tap into 
emerging markets and pursue more development projects. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
Tab 1: OECD AID AT A GLANCE 
Tab 2: ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 
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