
DONOR SNAPSHOT: 

KOREA 

POLITICAL CONTEXT AND FUNDING TRENDS 
The Korean government had a change in administration in  February 2013, 
with new appointments to the MOFA and KOICA leadership. 
According to the preliminary OECD/DAC statistics, In 2012, Korea provided 
$1.6 billion (0.14% of its GNI) in ODA.  Approximately  $1.2bn (74 %) was 
implemented bilaterally and $389m (26 %) was implemented multilaterally. 
ODA in the form of grants accounts for 60% ($696m).  
Korea, successfully transforming from a recipient to a donor country, joined 
the OECD DAC in 2010 and has committed to scale up its aid to achieve a 
ODA/GNI ratio of 0.25% by 2015 in order to share its development 
experiences. 
Korea has played a key role in shaping the development agenda through 
the G20 Global Agenda (2010) and Busan Global Partnership (2011). 
The U.S. and Korea signed an MOU on development cooperation in June 
2011. 

GEOGRAPHIC PRIORITIES 
Korean ODA’s key recipients are Asian countries (66% of ODA in 2012). 
Korea’s top three aid recipients in 2012 were Vietnam ($177m), 
Bangladesh ($65m), and Cambodia ($60m).  

ORGANIZATIONAL OVERVIEW & LEADERSHIP 
Korean Official Development Assistance (ODA) is composed of grants 
and loans (Economic Development Cooperation Fund, EDCF); the former 
is managed and implemented by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs ( MOFA) 
and Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) and the latter by 
the Ministry of Strategy and Finance (MOSF) and Korea EXIM Bank.  
Most of ODA (88% in 2011) is concentrated in these two ministries, but 
over 30 other ministries, agencies and municipalities provide small 
amounts of grants (mostly in the form of technical co-operation). 
The inter-ministerial ODA coordinating body is the Committee for 
International Development Cooperation (CIDC) chaired by the Prime 
Minister. 

ATTACHMENTS 
Tab 1: OECD AID AT A GLANCE 

Tab 2: AID MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE 

Tab 3: ORGANIZATIONAL CHART of KOICA (grants implementing 
agency)  

 

SECTORAL PRIORITIES 
In 2012, 20% ($325m) of Korean ODA was allocated for transport & 
storage and 18% ($291m) was allocated to the production sectors. 
ODA was somewhat evenly spread across social sectors, with 8% 
($128m) for education, 11% ($187m) for water & sanitation, 11% 
($188m) for health, and 14% ($228m) for government & civil society.  
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KOICA ORGANIZATION CHART 

Head of Agency  

KIM Young-mok (May 2013~) 

OVERSEAS OFFICES (43) 
 

Asia (15) : Afghanistan (Kabul), 
Afghanistan (PRT), Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, Laos, 
Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, 
Vietnam 

Africa (14) : Algeria, Cameroon, DR 
Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda 

Latin America (8) : Bolivia, Colombia, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Haiti, Guatemala, 
Paraguay, Peru 

CIS & Middle East (6) : Iraq (Baghdad), 
Iraq (Erbil), Azerbaijan, Jordan, 
Palestine, Uzbekistan 


