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POLITICAL CONTEXT AND FUNDING TRENDS 
Minister Müller will focus on sustainable growth as the driver for German 
development policy. 
Although the BMZ will be one of only three ministries that are going to 
see a significant increase in its funding over the coming years, it will have 
to operate in what is overall a much tougher fiscal environment, with the 
government committed to balancing the budget by 2015. 
Germany currently contributes 0.4 % of gross national income (GNI) to 
ODA, despite the government’s promise to allocate 0.7%. 

GEOGRAPHIC PRIORITIES 
Germany’s top three aid recipients in 2012 were China ($724m), India 
($571m), and Afghanistan ($527m). 
In 2012 Germany disbursed $2.81bn to Asia (33% of total), and $2.78bn 
to Sub-Saharan Africa (32% of total). 
However, Minister  Müller has announced the focus of German aid will be 
shifted to Sub-Saharan Africa. 

ORGANIZATIONAL OVERVIEW & LEADERSHIP 
German Official Development Assistance (ODA) is 
implemented by Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) under the political guidance of the 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ). Minister Gerd Müller  is the current head of the BMZ; 
he was appointed in December 2013. 
In 2012, Germany provided $13.1  billion in ODA.  Approximately  $8.7 
billion (66 percent)  was implemented bilaterally and $4.4 billion (34 
percent) was implemented multilaterally. 
Under the leadership of Minister Müller, the BMZ will emphasize a more 
multilateral approach to development. 

ATTACHMENTS 
Tab 1: OECD AID AT A GLANCE 

Tab 2: ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 

 

SECTORAL PRIORITIES 
The 2013 Coalition agreement places greater emphasis on multilateral 
assistance and health-related programs. 
In 2012, Germany allocated 25 percent ($2.7bn) of ODA on Economic 
Infrastructure & Services—of which $1.3m went towards Energy— 19 
percent ($2bn) on Education, and 14 percent ($1.4bn) on Government & 
Civil Society. 
Minister Müller has announced an extra $1bn to be allocated towards 
rural  development, particularly in Africa. 
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Germany ODA Disbursements by  
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Total ODA Disbursements 2010-2012 
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