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Ralmondo Vera, shown with family, is one of 570 starvIng men etied in Misiones Colony, Paraguay, two years ago. Now he's a happy landowner 

We're Building
 

A BETTER HEMISPHERE
 
Living standards in Latin America have been boosted by a U.S. project that sets a pattern for our Point Four program 

By JOHN W. WHITE 

Children like these are being taught to read and to brush their teeth, Vocational schools established by Americans are teaching girls how 
and their illiterate, povertyridden parents are learning with them to keep bnse and boys how to make a living. This one io in Bolivia 



IF Asuncida. Paragnay
YOU knew that one small penny out of every

hundred dollars you paid in taxes could speed 
the day of world peace, the chances are that 

your reluctant tilts with the tax collector would 
take on all the joyful asects of a love feast. 

The sensational fact that-unknown to most 
Americans-a single tax cent from each of us is 
substantially advancing peace by helping change 
the face of almost an entire continent, one of key 
Importance to us and at the same time of fierce in­
terest to the Communists. 

Thanks to a surprisingly low-cost U.S. program 
little publicized back home, myriads of hither 
half-starved, ragged and ill-housed Latin Ameri­
can in 16 of the 21 republics to the south of the 
United State, subsisting in the sNalor and misery 
on which the Communist Lore i battens, have 
won a spectacular new lease on life. 

They have been cured of the malaria and other 
disenses which for centuries chained them to a sub­
human level of existence. 

They are growing as much as 50 per cent more 
food on the same acreage; for the first time, eating 
nourishing, vitamin-rich meals. 

The little farmers are making money where they 
never did before. They are building clean, solid 
homes to replace the filthy hovels in which their 
families have always lived. 

Their children, for the first time are going to 
school, their youn men acquiring trades. 

The grownups enselves are learning ow to 
work, to profit more from their work, and to plan
for the sensible spending of the money they earn. 

People on the land-their kind comprises two 
thirds of Latin America--now have something to 
live for. The poorest, unhealthiest, unhappiest, 
most ignorant and neglected-and therefore the 
easiest of targets for Red sweet-talk-they have 
begun to see themselves as members of the prop­
erty-owning system instead of its victims. They
know that back of their new well-being are the 
yanquis they have been told are heartless Imperial­
ists. They are being converted into friends and 
followers of our capitalistic, democratic way of 
life. 

In this remarkable new-world-in-the-making be. 
low the Rio Grande, the conversion process is as 
yet by no mdaiiTifPletE. A continent is neither 
economically nor socially remade overnight. And 
the Kremlin's courtship goes on apace. But with 
the final outcome in our favor, credit will beyond 
question belong to a quiet, grass-roots operation 
directed by a fledgling U.S. government outfit, The 
Institute of Inter-American Affairs. 

The institute, which last June was Incorporated 
into the larger Point Four program, began is work 
south of the border, however, well before that pro­
gram was even enunciated. The way in which it 
hfurnished technical help to our underdeve loped 
hemisphere neighbors has provided Point Pour 
with a model to be followed in underdeveloped 
areas elsewhere in the world. Point Four ects 
are getting under way in Af hanistan, alon, 
Cuba, the Dominican Repub ic, Egypt, ai, 
India, Iran, Mexico, Pakistan and Thailand. Logi-

Cally enough. Nelson Rockefeller. who launched 
the intitute Is now planning chief for Point Four. 

Working in close harness with the governments 
concerned, the institute is engaged in a far-flung 
frontal assault on three major problems of Latin-
American life: health and unitation, food pro­
duction and education. Unlike many a past program 
of betterment, it is minus the high-sounding 
platitudes and the experts who came, saw, wrote 
a report and went home. The institute's operation 
is a sleeves-rolled-up, follow-through affair. it is a 
prime example of America at its best--demonstrat 
ing know.how. And it has worked. 

The Institute has 25 separate projects going: 
health and sanitation projects in 14 republics, edu­
cation in seven, food supply in four. Some of the 
countries have taken on two projects, and in Peru 
and here inParaguay they are tackling all three at 
once. 

The technique is simple. The institute sends 
American doctors, nurses, teachers, engineers 
and/or farm experts to the vountry that asks for 
help. This held party organizes and trains a team 
of local man and women. The team becomes a 
bureau in the host country's ministry of health, 
education or agriculture. The American field­
party chief heads this bureau, and is responsible to 
the appropriate Cabinet minister as well as to insti­
tute eadquarters in Washington. 

Trainees Acquire Ameriean Know-flow 

Together the Americans and trainees study a 
articular problem. The Americans contribute 
now-how, the trainees their knowledge of local 

conditions, customs and prejudices. This pattern 
of co-operation has become known as a serviclo, 
so called because the bureau is titled the Servici, 
Co-operativeof health, education or food supply, 
as the case may be. 

Once the servicioworks out a solution to a prob­
lean it gets the Cabinet minister's a-ahead. A 
crew promptly goes out into the to put theWeld 
technical recommendations into effect. It is this 
local crew, guided by American experts, that is the 
key to institute success; past U.S. programs of 
technical aid to foreign countries failed because 
they hadn't the ground organization to follow 
through on the experts' advice. The institute with­
draws the Americans as rapidly as the trainees 
learn our methods. 

The lowly potato is a case in point of how such 
teamwork operates. Originally the potato came 
not from Ireland, but from the highlands of Peru. 
The method of growing it there was as ancient as 
the crop itself. To have tried direct contact be­
tween an American farm expert and the notori­
ously suspicious Peruvian farmer on ways to 
improve his output would have taken years. 

So an American expert trained a Peruvian crew 
man In seed selection and spraying. The Peruvian 
journeyed into the back country and, talking the 
language of its reticent inhabitants, persuaded just 
three farmers to follow his instructions, That year 
they got five times as many potatoes per acre as the 
year before, with profits 
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The U.S. and the World 

It was in his Inaugural address of Janu­
ary, 1949, that President Truman Irst 
gave voice to the idea of the program now 
known as Point Four. Listing his foreign­
policy Aims, he cited as the fourth point a 
"bold new program" to provide American 
technical aid to tie world's underdevel­
oped areas, to help those areas help them­
selves to a better life. The laundhing of 
this program, with its unique blend of 
realism and Idealism, was fatefully tinmed. 
Point Four, which actively engaged us in 
the buiness of peace, was officially begun 
only a few weeks before Korn actively
engaged us in the bustms of war. 

Headed by Dr. Henry Garland Benet, 
president of Oklahoma AAM College, 
with Nelson Rockefeller as planning chieG 
Point Pour got a $34,501000 sendfr from 
Congress and now has projects under way 
in 39 countries throughout the world. 

Necessarily long-rang, thil vat en­
deavor will not be ready to be judged on 
its achievements for some time to ome. 
But we can get an Idea of its potential 
from a smaller U.S. program, recently 
brought Into the Point Four setup, which 
has been under way since 1943 In 16 of 
the 21 republics to the south of us. This 
Latin-American programs, according to 
Dean Acheson. has been "the inspiration 
and the proving ground" for Point Fou. 

What the U.S. is doing below the bor­
der Is,in effect, showing of ls best side: 
quietly, without fanfare, spreading know 
how, helping the commont aan of Latin 
America llft himself out of the miatery of 
centuries, teachfing him how to make his 
own country a better place to live. Proof 
of what Point Four can do for underde­
veloped countries anywhere, this Ameril­
can effort-despite Red attempts to smear 
it as imperialism-has had but one mo­
tive: to give the neighbors a hand and 
thereby make the community-our one 
world-a happier place for us all. 

To get the Latin-American story, Col­
lier's sent John W. White on n extlnsv 
tour of the Southern continent. A lead­
ing authority on the lands below the 
Rio Grande, he worked as a newspaper­
man there for 25 years, 10 of them as 
chief South American correspondent for 
the New York Times. Tn Bmrros 

Peruvian Indiana, shown threshing grain with flails, were told by Sone Peruvian Indiana still use ancient methods, but these farsersa 
forming experts they must abandon such methods to earn more money and many ethers rent U.S. equipment from a low-cost machinery pool 



respectively of $193, $310 and $370 par 
acre. Their potate-grwing aeihbors ost 
an average of $25 par acre. From each 
small but tangible beginnings it was not 
hard to spread the gospel of Amerkas 
faining methods. 

The institute Americans do not stay
closeted at their offices. They all speed
plenty of time among the fatacts, towns-

People dow. bee, are not only living
difearently, they are thinking differently. 
They even look better, Bad not jUt because 
of their new clothes. Much of their new 
look is In their faces. Today they laugh 
and joke as they go about their daily chores 
for no reason except that they amehealthy
and happy. Tes years ego. ore than half 
the babies of South America died at birth 

P l and Indians, with resulting ateemor a few months later. Now they as gow­
the yeasguls One of the progrant's 

me oable cievements isthatough it 
Isfashioning what ajmounts to aial revoil­
tion, it has roused no popular tensions or 
fears of dollar diplomacy, despite Red at­
tempts sopaint It a sinister iaperialism. 

Whn te Amerleass Are Gne 
Dr 300 Americans brought south by the 

institnte, all but 140 have already gone
home, their coaching dssion accomplished. 
The remainder bead up an organisation
of 15,000 local citizens, 1,500 of whom 
are now technicians themselves, superbly
trained to take over when the last Amerl­
can leaves. 

Fnancially, too, the keynote of the Insti­
tute program is co-operation, not charity.
The institute's yearly share of the cost has 
been about $250,000 per republic, a total of 
$5,000000-or about one and athird monts 
per U.S. taxpayer. (Coanress recently
upped the appropriation to cover institute 
operations for the next five years and ear­
marked $7,000,000 for the current scal 
year.) This relatively smail sum, apart from 
the Americas' salaries, has been entirely 
spent in the U.S. for supplies. 

On the other hand, each republic has put
in five to 10 times as much money; the 
institute, in fact, does not put up its share 
until the host sovernent dots. For 
Brazis educational program, for instance, 
we contributed $125,000 up to June, 1949, 
Brazil itself put in $489,000, spent another 
$145,000 to train Brazilian teachers in the 
U.S., and another $77.000 to buy school 
supplies in the U.S. 

Furthermore, those at home who view all 
our foreign-aid ventures as money poured
down a rathole might note this: U.S. e­
ports of farm machinery and tans alone 
to the four republics with food-production 
programs rose from $976.000 in 1944 to 
$5.107.000 last year. Thus a far from 
minor by-product of the institute operation 
has been the building of a new and profit­
able market for U.S. manufacturers. 

The institute program had its roots in 
World War II, when we sent down farm 
exports, doctors and nurses to provide food­
stuffs for GIs at our South and Central 
American bases and guard the health of 
jungle workers looking for rubber, balsa 
wood and other war materials. After V-1 
day, all the republics except Argentina and 
Cuba appealed to Washington to keep the 
program going for the benefit of their own 
underprivileged. 

The job begun by Nelson Rockefeller as 
Co-ordinator of lnler'American Affairs was 
handed over to t newly created Institute of 
Inter-American Affairs, functioning as an 
autonomous government corporation under 
the State Department. Originally the insti­
tute took on 18 of the republics, but its 
technicians have since finished up in Nica. 
ragua and the Dominican Republic and 
wholly turned over their work there to these 
countries, 

That the institute has succeeded bril. 
liantly was plainly evident to me in a 7,000­
mile swing by air, boat, car and on foot 
through South and Central America. You 
would have to know what life was like in the 
interior of these republics 10 or 20 years 
ago-as I did as a working newspaperman­
to get a full understanding of what an 
astounding change has already taken place. 

lg into nsoly, rollicking youngsters like 
or own. . 

Even the land looks changed as you drive 
along the highways, In Peru. cornfields 
used to be planted in bunches; now they're
planted Inost rows. Orchards look like 
orchards istead of like patches of jungle
brush with the trees smothered by weeds. 
Tomatoes, figs and oranges used to be only
for the wealthy; today they are on the ta­
bls of workingmaen all through the year. 

Altogether, is a bright new world that 
didn't exist even Ia the Latin Americans' 
dreams adecade ago-they JsIt didn't know 
how to dream that way. 

One particularly bright -chapter in the 
institute story is what it is doing for young 
boys otherwise slated for unemployment or 
wretched poverty on the land. In Bolivia,
Brazil, Ecuador, Panama, Paraguay and 
Pen, institute experts are directing voca. 
tional schools-and teaching local teachers 
how to run ther-at which thousands of 
teen-agers ar learning plumbing, carpen­
try, auto and radio repair, and other trades 
which will earn them good wages. Ameri­
can textbooks have been translated into 
Spanish and Portuguese, and shopwnrt
standards are those required in the US. 
These schools have spent more for Ameri­
can-made equipment than the U.S. has 
spent on the educational program.

At the institute vocational school inPan­
ama I saw boys at work in a homnebuildng 
course which has already borne fruit in re­
placing the primitive huts of the Isthmus 
with clean. modern houses. Here in Asun. 
cifn I watched young enthusiasts absorbing
the fundamentals of electricity and plumb­
ing; they had Instaltled all the fittings for 
the orphanage that the institute's health di­
vision built to Isolate children from parents 
afflicted with leprosy. In Bolivia and Brazil 
I watched vocational students-using made­
in-U.S.A. hammers, saws, plants and lathes 
-making desks and seats for the institute's 
rural schools. 

These rural schools are the other major 
aspect of the institute's educational pro­
gram. Their ellectiveness-particularly on 
the great high plateau of South America 
known as the Altiplano-is one of the most 
dramatic educational achievements in all 
human history. 

The Altiplano, 1.100 miles long. as far 
as from Miami to Minneapolis, lisbetween 
the two towering male ranges of the Andes, 
and forms an important part of Bolivia, 
Peru and Ecuador. Few Americans ever 
set foot on it, It isone of the dreariest, most 
remote, and least inviting stretches on 
earth. On it live about 5,000,000 Quechua 
and Aymnra Indians, descendants of the 
mi Incas. 

Fl over 400 years, ever since the 
Spaniards came, these Indians have lived 
in rat-ridden, smoke-filted hovels without 
windows or chimneys, sleeping on dit 
floor in close proximity with pigs and 
goats, cooking over fires of llame dung. 
The whites treated them worse than ani­
mals. If your car killed an Indian and his 
pack donkey, you were fined more for kill­
ing the donkey than for killing the Indian. 
Donkeys are se -lndians plentifuL 

Under these conditions It was not stur- Then, somehow, the Peruvian hinter­
prising that the Indians were stubbornly lander began to hear and see evidences of 
deaf to white snagestions about self-im- what the institute's farm-extension agents
provement. But in the past five years, were teaching. Even the most illiterate knew 
through the schooling of their young, the that one agent couldn't possibly se each 

institute is helping incorporate them Into 
the national life, educating them to be citi­
sna of their own countries. Little Jorge
and Rosita take home the lessons they
learn; papa and maa finally weaken when 
the kids, aided by a few classmates, clean 
up the house on a home project outlined by
the institute teacher. 

I saw whole communities rebuilt with 
houses which have windows, and bright
blue tile roofs instead of lice-iled thatches. 
Cooking and eating utensils have been 
taken away from the rats on the Boor and 
slored in niches built into the wall. The 
incredible stench is gone. 

Using a school system originated in Bo­
livia but permitted through various changes 
of government to go to seed, institute ex­
pens and the teachers and supervisos they
locally trained started on the premise that 
the three R's were a minor problem Be­
fore any attempt was made to teach the 
children letters, they were taught how to 
bathe, wash their hands, comb their hair. 
They had never sEen soap; now they make 
it at school and show their parents how to 
use it. At school, they prepare and eat a 
nutritious midday meal, sitting on adobe 
benches at adobe tables instead of eating
off the or. This novelty has put tables 
and beaches into their own homes. 

Seen In an Indian Villase 
I visited the sunny little Indian village of 

Kalaque, on the shores of Lake Titicaca, 
two and a half miles above sea level on the 
Altiplano. The blades of a wind charger
made in Clarinda. Iowa. spun a shimmering 
pattern above the school roof, charging the 
batteries for the children's American-made 
radio. Other things in Kalaque were no less 
Incongruous. American teaching methods 
are being successfully used by teachers who 
can't speak a syllable of English. Textbooks 
have been translated into two Indian lan. 
Suages - Aymara and Quechua - in which 
symbols were used as words. 

The Kalaque school has, in ad4ition to 
four teachers, three specialists. One shows 
the pupils how to keep clean and well, with 
sap, towel and comb. The second shows 
them how to raise vegetables in boom gar­
dens, and teaches older boys how to get
better crops in the field. The third, ahome­
economics technician, shows the youngsters 
how to keep house and prepare meals. 

Half adozen of these bright-eyed children 
proudly took me through their homes. They 
had cut niches in the walls for dishes;
painted and papered; put magazine pictures 
where the soot had been; cut windows to lot 
in light and air; laid wooden floors. 
Kalaque's youngsters are growing better 
corn than their fathers raised, and the boys, 
instructed in animal breeding, are getting 
six pounds of wool per sheep where their 
elders got one pound. 

The grownups are so impressed that they
regard the schoolhouse asa sort of temple, 
and tip their hats whenever they pass by.

No less startling than this integration of 
the Altiplano Indians into society is the 
change wrought by an entirely separate 
institute program-food production-on an 
entirely different but equally tough-to-crack 
sector of South Americans, the little farmers 
of Peru. 

Nowhere in the world were farmers more 
suspicious of their neighbors. Each man, 
using his wooden plow, his bullock, his 
primitive farming methods inherited from 
his ancestors, was a complete isolationist. 
Everything he did was jealously guarded 
from his neighbor. 

man in his district once a year. So each 
district's farmers got together, organised an 
association, and elected a small committee 
to attend the agent's demonstrations and 
pass along what was learned to the folks 
back in the interior. 

Instaitue Agents at Work 
Unwittingly, these committees have be­

come centers of democratic action. Parm. 
rs have learned to air all their problems 

among themselves and adopt the decision 
that gets the majority vate. And along with 
this tiny seed of democracy has come a 
revolution in farming. In 1949 slone the 
institute's 30 agents In Peru demonstrated 
American know-how to 800,000 farmers 
through 123 rural committees. Missionaries 
of a new life, the agents wander along 
country roads with machetes in their bells, 
pruning shears In their hands, insecticide 
sprays over their shoulders, pruning, spray­
ing, clearing away the undergrowth. 

The Institute imported a lot of U.S. tarm 
machinery, organized it Into 19 pools, and 
made It available to the Peruvians at low 
cost. Its technicians rehabilitated 63,000 
acres of abandoned forms; they persuaded
farmers to dig up their perennial cotton 
and instead plant a high-yield annual type
known as Pima, following It with food 
crops like beans and potatoes. Scientific 
spraying has increased alfalfa production
from four tons an acre to six. The rice 
crop has been increased by halt 

Last year, with 10 per cent less land un­
der cultivation, Peru's farmers produced
30 per cent more food crops and sold them 
for three times as much money as In 1943, 
the year the Americans came in. For the 
first time in the nations history, faring 
has become actually a desirable way to live. 

Of all institute achievements through­
out the republics, however, none has made 
more of a dent on the entire economy of a 
nation than its work right here in Para­
guay. This landlocked country at the on­
tr of the South Amercas sontinent, about 
the size of Montana, with a population of 
1.200,000, has had the bidefit of all three 
institute operations-health and annitation, 
food supply and education. The result has 
been ahopeful preview of what can happen
wherever whole underdeveloped areas get 
a chaste. 

Paraguay's has been a subsistence econ­
omy, almost exclusively agricultural. Only 
100 farners in all the republic had had 
more than 50 acres; 65 per cent of the farm 
population were squatters, undernourished. 
living in dirty one-room huts. Under a su­
pervised farm-credit system copied after 
our own, the Institute is turning Paraguay 
into a money-making economy, raising the 
standard of living and making property 
owners out of have-nots. 

institute technicians began in 1946 by 
settling 35 hand-picked families on a pilot
colony at Pharest near Asured6n. Each 
received 57 ae, on easy payments. The 
Americans showed them how to lay onet 
their land In money crops, pasturage for 
work animals and a cow or two, and vage­
table gardens to raise their own food. The 
experts tested some 2.000 types of seeds of 
money and food crps and adopted over 
100 as suitable for Paraguay. Paraguayans

everywhere Dow start oat with od seed. 
With the lessons learned at the pilot

colony, the government two years ago laid 
out and colonized under institute guidance
78,000 acres in the beautiful farm region 
ear the countrys southern border. With 
their families. $70 pennileseme-cosen 
by committees of neighbors who could 
vouch for their character and industry,
since none of them had credit ratings­
were settled at this,the Mislonee colony.

The Bank of Paraguay financed the con. 



sreation of their houses, the purchase of 
UA-adde faanmachinery nd.a cow, tha 

cash to live on until therve.tem oog
frsrtharves They have 10years topay for 

the land, Ave years for the machinery a" 
abalsys, Credit supervisors codaer with the 
colonists at the arm of the crop year, help 
them decido what and how Muth to plast, 
and see to It that enough mosey crops, such 
as catton, beans, penats and yucca, are 
set out to take care of the annual payment 
to the bank and yet leave sufficient cash for 
family needs. fank collection, are run 
ningoveroper cet-agood record in any 
country. 

So stcceseful has the Mielones colony 
proved that Paraguay is laying out two 
more huge colonies and planning to invite 
back home to settle somn 100,000 Pars­
iuayans who wandered over the border 
into Argentina and Brazil because they 
could net eke out a living in their owe 
country. 

President Chaves of Paraguay sofd to 
me: "Toll the In Collier's that the three 
operations of the institued are the greatest 
thing the United States has ever done in the 
ay of co-operating with the American re­

publics. Them three operations are much 
more important to our welfare than all the 
money the United Sates has loaned to the 
Southern nations." 

Ralmundo Vera, one of the Misiones 
pioneers, put it to m another way. "The 

ortes he grinned. "are great people. 
Vera had never heard of Point Four. 

When I mentioned it, he stated blankly and 
asked the Institute man with me, "What's 
the sellor talking about7" but whether Vera 
knows It or not, he is a magnificent example 
of the miracles that can happen to individ­
nals in the course of developing backward 
areas. 

Two years ago Vera was an oxcart driver 
*he, after 12 years on the Job, owned a 
two-wheeled cart worth about $10, four 
oxen, two horses, a saddle and a few ruAty 
tools, adding up to a total capital of about 

in a run-down one room hut. 
Today, at thirty-eight, Vera is a middle­

class property-ownint farmer of the type on 
which our democracy is based. Ieo hat built 

a three-room brick house, and owns 145 
acres of land, four cows, eight bullocks, two 
calves, two horses, and numerous pip and 
chickens He's in debt, but he has a super­
vised program for getting out of it. and Is 
making fe time, as much as the average 
Paraguayan farmer. He has seven pieces of 
American farm machinery; they enable him 
to work seven times as much land as most 
farmers handle with a boo. 

When the credit supervisor calls on Vera, 
he Is accompanied by a lvely young woman 
on aorseback, an institute-trained borne 
economist By the dme ae and Va's 
thirty-ive-year-old wife, ?loresa, ae 
through mapping the homemaking prolate 
for the year, the head of the house has his 
nose mortgaged to the grindstone for 
months to coast. But the Verne love it; 
for them it's a new adventare l living. 

The house is comfortably famished with 
things bought by FloreutiM out of the 
credit allowance. Curtains, for one. Who 
ever heard of curtalas on a Paragusaan 
farm? The Vers and the children-there 
are four, siow-elape in beds, not on the 
floor as they used to, Instead of cooking 
over a fire on the gronad, Florentina use 
American utensils over a stove in the 
kitchen. There is a deep-water well out­
side. The children go to the colony school. 

Introduchng Mr. Patterseo 

The American field-party chief directing 
Paraguay's food supply program is Albion 
W. (Pat) Paterson. Bord In Springfield, 
Massachusetts, Princeton.educated, in his 
early forties, Pat was never a farmer hint­
self, but probably no one in the republic 
can match his knowledge of agriculture in 
all its phae Any day in the week his tall, 
lanky figure can be seen at the 27,000-acre 
far, at Barretito, where institute tecti­
clans are cros-breeding bee cattle, or at 
the seed-development farm at Casacup, or 
at the model dairy farm at San Lorm . 

On the road, coming and going, Pat i likely 
todropsAtariousdoinedie work centers, 
where home economists are teaching Pat­
payan women table manuars, how to serve 
a meal, make a dress, or keep household 
accountsl. 

Thes home economlert wrtrainaed by 
another notable Institute envoy, a stocky. 
energedoi brnette, Mrs. Joeas Hardli, of 
Puerto Vice. Mrs, Hardin recently re­
slgned from the institute because of her 
mother's il-health, but as homemanage 
men offcer of the Ilstitute for four years, 
she trained more than 100 local girls as 
home-economics supervisors in Paraguay, 
Coste Rica and Venezuela. Her teaching 
has left a permanent imprint on family 
Ut on the Southern continent. 

Per's pihenominal momnrphos into 
a prosperous nation has been directed by 
an ex-cowboy and farm-extesion agent, 
John R. Neale, At one time state director 
In Wyoming for the Farm Security Admin' 
istration, Jack Neale-workling with only 
nine American technicians and 30 extea­
ado agents-has managed to chalk up the 
astounding record of reaching nearly 
I ,000 0 Peruvian farmers In 1949 alone 
with a term-extenaion service patterned 
after our own. 

The institute's American ambassadors­
drawn from all over the states-are a quiet, 
hard-working kind, convinced of the right­
nes of their mission, Perhaps none better 
exemplfiles their spirit than Lucia Page, a 
tall, good-natured Texas brunette just 
turned fifty, a specialist In elementary edu­
nation who used to work for the U.S. Indian 

Service. IMiss Page's bailwick is the Alti­
piano. She has written fist- and second­
grade readers in Spanish letters that convey 
Aymara and Quechua soeud which have 
never before been put in writing. 

A Question Over the Tecap 

As she travels over the high plateam, Min 
Page carries her own bedding and a gas­
line stove on which she prepares her own 
mels. One afternoon at the Indian school 
at Woriata, on the Altiplano, she brewed 
re a capof tea and we at talking. I asked 
her how she stood the primitive life. "What 
do you mtanr ae demanded, "It', a 
great job. and I love It!" MisPage bridled 
it though I had criticized Texas. 

So successful have bee the IneIute's 
projects that In several countries they have 
weathered revolutions, coaps ddlar, and 

other changes in regime. Paragay has had 
14 such chsages and the institute program
is stronger than ever. Native-born dres 
of one county told me that any gover-w 
Ment trying to drop the intituti work 
would be thrown out of ollio overnight 

Only in one Instance has the inaitute 
met with trouble. Only laist September, pe­
liticall powerful Red labor leaders in 
Guatemala succeeded In putting pressure 
on Gtemala'a President to drop an insti­
tute rurtlduction program which had 
been running for six years, 

Such Communist asiping, under the ale­
an of anti-Americanism. will cotitdwe un 
absted, for to the Reds the institute is a 
hated and feared symbol of democracy 
really eing to bat How much headway 
such agitation will make, however, would 
seem to be beat Illustrated by a story Rai­
mundo Vera volunteered during my visit 
to his cheermful nw stronghold. 

Jus the weak before he bad bo paid 
a cal by a Communist organier who listed 
all the benefits coming Vera's way "coom 
the revolution." One beneft, said the Red, 
would be that the revolution would take 
sit the land frot the landlords and dis­
tribute It to the poor. 

That was a mistake. "What!" Vers 
shouted. "You mean you're gaing to take 
all this away from me? Oct out of here. 
Oct started-quick" 

Vera's black eyes snapped. Under his 
broad straw hat appeared the grin which 
has been a rcent acquisition along with 
his new prestige as a man of property. " 
chased the guy off my place" he chuckled. 
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Maria josa Iibeiro, in nurse's uniform, inspets a vegetable garden she showed health club One of Maria Jos6's most difficullt taks ismembers how to plant. Gardening I one of 50 things she learned, to get her $90-a-moth job to hanish Ignorant folks' fear of hospitals 

Concluding WE'RE BUILDING A BETTER HEMISPHERE MIIRACLE 

Dr. Dartal G. Tinoco, who was sent to the U.S. to study, examiues a baby, held by Maria Jo6, in CametA, Brasil 
CollIer's for February 3, 1951 



Thatehed huts along the riverbanks are gradually being replaced by modern dwellings. All 
homes are sprayed three time, a year, and malaria has been eliminated in masy past spot. 

on the AMAZON By JOHN W WHE 

Disease and poverty are being driven from the great river basin by an American-launched 

program, which in one Brazilian town has cut the yearly death rate from 20 per 100 to 7 

Among ae foreign policy ams which President 
Truman outlined Inhis 1950 inangural addren 
was a "bold new programs" to provide American 

tecnicl o acward and undeveloped id he 

aven yamsedler, a campaign was launched 
to Hit the standards of health, education and 
agriculture In Latin America. This secmeseul 
campaIgn se apattern for world-widePoiat Four 

BeMm, Brazil 
THE $40,000,000,000 which Americans 

yield up in taxes every year. none is better 
or more excitingly spent than the $9 which 

each month gons to a black-eyed, black-haired, 
olive4skinaed twenty-three-year-l4 Brazilian sen­
horita named Maria Jos ibeiro. 

Maria Jos is only four feet eleven, and weighs 
a mare &9pounds. At first she would reply no more 
than "Si, sehor"or "Nao,senhor" to my queries, 
but her timid voice expressed all the music in the 
Portuguese language, and her even teeth flashed a 
quick smile. Maria los6 Ribeiro is completely tms 

Also, she isone of the tiniest cogs in a new kind 
of war machine with which the United Staites ov­
ernment, through its Institute of Inter-American 
Affairs, has foughta magnificent battle in 14 of the 
21 republics soth of the U.S. to free millions from 
the cetures*ong bondage of disease and dirt 
which made their lives no better than that of ant­

ais. 
The institute now carries on the Latin-America 

part of the Point Four program launched by the 
Unted States last July to help the backward, dis­

tressed nations of the world to help themselves to 
a better life. 

The program--which seeks to raise standards of 
health and sanitation, agriculture and education­
has not under way in 39 countries. 

Maria los is a visitin nurse's aide, trained in 
American medical know-now. and her post is Ca. 
mati, Brazil, a little river town of 3,000 not far 
from here on the Amazon. EMoht years ago, Ca. 
melt was notorious as one of the worst postholes 
on the Amazon, itself known as a green hell To. 
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day Camet's death rate is lower than ours back 
home. and Maria Josd helped lower it. 

This slim youns vlsiradoraand several hundreds 
like her have, in act, helped write one of the most 

influe history of man's at-

In seven year. the institute, worln through
U.S. doctors, nurses. technicians and ti. Amerl 
can sached by the has improved the health 
and snitary conditions Of sm 23,o00000 people 
-one in every six south of the Rio Grande. 

This project, so gigantic as to defy the imana­
tion, beoan on a note of strictly American sel-in­
terest. but soon-well before President Truman 
announced the Point Four progran-it turned into 
a full-scale fight to help this underdeveloped neigh­
bor continent of ours help itself to a better life and 
shed the weaknesses which make it prey to Com 
munim. 

Durn World War iWe most desperate phase, in 
194, en w urgently needed the rubber and 
other raw materials of the Amazon Valley, the men 
we sent into its steaming jungles required protec­
tion from the diseases which had always plagued 
the river It. The U.S. and Brazil agreed on a 
co-o~arateh.ealth rogram. Nelson Rockefeller,
then Co-ordinator olater-Amerlcan Affairs, asked 
Major General George C. Dunham to fly South and 

unham, who had helped clean up the Canal 
Zone and the Philippines, was a natural for the job. 
Traveling 400,000 miles in Brazil, he set up hos­
pitals, dispensaries, clinics and public healt cen 
ters-all co-operative projects in which American 
doctors and nurses passed on public-health know­
how to Brazilians. When the Institute of Inter-
American Affairs, an autonomous outfit under the 
State Department, was organized to take over same 
of the co-ordinatoes dutes, Dunham returned to 
Washington.

Co-operative programs similar to Brazil's were 
set up in the other republice where we had bases or 
needed war materials. Eventually, we had 336 
U.S. doctors, nurses lab workers and other tech. 
nicians working in all the republics except 
tin. and Cuba. As fast as they the 
Americans trained local people and returned . 
Only 140 Americans now aro left in the field; but 

with them today are some 10,000 local doeters, 
nures and technicians, many of them trained at 
U.S. universities on scholarships. 

In time the institute took on two other maor 
Latin-American headaches besides health: feed 
production-and ednstin. Buta ahue aason 
can think of farming or schooling when he is sick 
and disease-riddea, health-and-sanitation remains 
the institute's biggest program, and in many ways 
its mos spectacular. 

Certainly one of the most groipplg huane 
achievements of all time is the institute's cleanup
of the strange jungle-and-water world of the Ama­
son Valley. 

Superimposed on the United States, this fabulous 
region would reach from Manhattan to Yellow­
stone Park, from Duluth to New Orleans. The 
Boundaries Commission here in Bel6t. which is 
mapping the area wouldn't even venture a m 
for me as to how many thousands of miles ofriers 
flow into the Amazon; they do know. though, that 
only one of the many islands in the Amason delts 
is bigger than Switzerland. 

Few Children Survived First Year 

The Amazon is a lace of serious endemads that 
feed on the underfed state of its people. Living in 
thatched huts (now gradually being rep 
modern dwellings) along the riwerbank.or a mi 
or two inland, most of these wretches, until the in­
atitute came, a1e only Ash, yucca root and a imai 
palm berry called assashy. The few children who 
survived their first year went naked, their " 
little bollies protruding tightly over their overtone 
of worms. 

Perhaps you, as a tourist, have seen some of the 
undernourished riverfolk and thought them lazy
sleepers-in-the-sun. The grm truth Is that the 
Amazons 1,500,000 inhabitants carried around in 
their abdomens three and a half tons ofintesdnal 
worms-hardly a spur to enterprise. The reion's 
intestinal parasites include almost everything Inthe 
catalogue, from near-invisible hookworm to six­
foot tapeworns; thousands of people walked 
around with two pounds or more of 10-Inch round 
worms Inside them. And if that were not enough, 
90 per cent of the Amazon's population had ma­
flrs. 

http:riwerbank.or


before the arrival of te inslttut* SEiSt 
-SerMlo Especal de Jadde Pabhre,
Portuguese for Special Public Health Sry­
ice-there were two physicians in the 
roughly 2.000,000 square miles of Amazon 
regmont Peopic Ware born. managed son­
how to exist for 30 or 40 years, then died. 

How all this has changed Is told In some 
cold. clear statistics on Came, the Small 
shipping point 50 miles above Relnm where 
Maria otd Aibeio operates. The yearly
death rate there used to be 200 out of every 
1.000, by 1948, Brazilian doctors and 

auras trained by Institute publicbheatth
personnl had the rate down to 9 per 100, a 
Ittle better than our own all-time low in 
the 11.S, the - year, of 9.9. In 1949, 
Camed's rate slid down to 7. 

The first thing they tell you in Cante 
is: "More than a third of the population 
are childreil" They say it with an eclama­
tion point in, their voices. Camsed Liable. 
used to die almost as fast as they were born. 
Now there ar 1,15B lively youngsters n­
derfoot 

But these are only statistic. To get the 
story behind them, to understand how such 
a miracle could have been eected, I went 
along with Mais loso.trig in the blue-and. 
white-striped seersucker dress which is ber 
uniform, on eof her morning rounds. 

We left the new Cameti bealth center, a 
moden one-story brick building sur­
rounded by neat lawns and gardens filled 
with ilowers ai vegetables, in the blazing
heat of 8:00 sa. 

The little Vi*fadora swung over her 
shoulder the afrap of a big. heavy, black 
lather bag: among Its many contents were 
the file cards of all members of the five 
families she aimed to visit before noon. 

The Vishadora's Firas Call 
At the first bouse, Maria los6 opened

her bag, took ot a piece of white paper,
unfolded it on the kitchen table, and neatly
settled the bag on it. She then took out her 
own soup and towel, washed and dried her 
hands, walked over to the clean white crib 
near the window, and solemely patted the 
baby in It. 

"Joaorio issix months old today." she 
reminded his smiling mother. "Time to be­
gin changing his feeding habits. Be fure to 
com 10 the center this afternoon so the 
doctor can exalne him and I can weigh
hin." 

Carefully she explained how to start 
feeding little John orange juice, tomato 
juice and soup; it was akin to teaching an 
American housewife how to prepare Mar­
tian pheasant Maria Los made perinent 
notations on the baby's Ie card, then took 
fie envelopes of seed from her bag, went 
out behind the house and planted a row 
each of carrots. limts beans, string beans,
turnips and egaplant. The soil had been 
prepared according to insituctions she had 
left on her last vis 

She explained to me: Tmree months 
from today, the baby will be weaned, and 
these vitandn-rch vegetables will be ready
for him" Strange talk for the Amazong

planting vesetables was just one of fifty
things Mada Josd had to learn to qualify 

a vidlader, including medical othicand 
professional secrecy, how to take blood 
samples, how to bathe ababy, how to raise 
chickens, how to atedie surgical inst-
Menta, how to care for, weaan during
labor, and how to stt a schoolboy's broken 
arm. One of her moat Iaportant jobs was 
to teran how to tal sick people out of 
their fear of hospitals; bordes of Amazn 
folk have died because of this fear. 

My second call with Maria Jost was on 
a young lady celebrating her third birthday.
Out of the big black bag came an Amad­
can-made toothbrush and a tube of Ameri­
can tooth paste. 'The mother was more 
intrigued than the little girl; it was the first 
toothbruish she had ever seen. 

Maria Jost took the child to the kitchen 
sink and showed her how to use the strange 
implements. The lesson was a flop; it 
wound up In tears and sobs. But the child 
promised to try it every morning, and 
Maria Jos6 in turn promised anice surprise 
if she had learned to brush her teeth by the 
next visit. 

At our Rfth and last call, I was treated 
to the unexpected sight of the shy and ami­
able Maria blowing up. She snapped at the 
young mother: "Why didn't you come to 
the clinic? You had an appointment! Think 
the doctor has nothing else to do but wait 
for your Geting a mother and baby to 
the center for examination when the child 
is a month old is one of the visitaudors 
toughest jobs, for Amazon women are so­
perstitions about leaving the house until 40 
days after they have given birth. 

By nobs Maria Jo6 bad checked the 
health of 16 people; collected samples of 
urine, blood and spie for laboratory
analysis; checked the feeding of four in­
fants and the pulse and temperature of 
their mothers; and given helpful infomna­
tin to a young wife pregnant for the first 
tha. 

Nor was this a cue to call it a day. In 
the afternoon, Maria Jon6, acting as clinic 
receptionist, helped examine 18 patients
and wrote out the doctor's instructions for 
them, promising to explain them on hter 
next visit for those who could not read. 
When I left, SIe was planning, for the next 
day, her weekly class for midwives, and,
for the day after that, her talk to the jun4­
tile health club. 

These clubs, for boys and girls .ftom 
seven to fourteen, are yet another institute 
"first" on the Amason. On the sensible 
theory that these youngsters will largely 
mom the future of their conmunities, in­
stitute experts have taught club members 
personal hygiene and home sanitation,
They are under word-of-honor pledges to 
tft-trutbfully-on their own charts the 

daily care of their teeth and other personal
functions, They ai also putting vegetables 
into river homes for the trat timeaIn history, 
for tending garden is a major club activity. 

The clubs also serve aaa training ground 
in democracy. Each year, after two weeks 
of excited electioneering, members elect 
their officers by secret ballet. Three of the 
largest clubs on the Amazon-at Braves,
Camed and Santarden-chose girls as presi­
dents for 1950. A generation ago parents 
would not have let girls join such clubs. 

For her labors, Maria los6 earns the 
equivalent of $90 a mousth-top bracket for 
the job. Since lrani finances nine tenths of 
the health program. the U.S. the other 
tenth, she knows that $9 of her salary 
comes from the norter. 

The Amazon people, too, know that their 
new welfare comes from the U.S At all 
the six new hospitals and 27 health centers 
in the Amaron Valley, there are two bronze 
tablets, one outside, one inside, saying:
"This building-the symbol of a Good 
Neighbor Health Policy-was constructed 
by the United States of Brazil and the Uni­
ted States of America." Maria Josd can't 
remember how many times she has ex­
plained these plaquesto townsfolk who 
cannot read them. 

But they have even better evidence than 
plaques. The institute's SESP brings their 
new bahies into the world, checking their 
health every three months until they start 
to school. SESP Mls teeth. vaccinates,
kills mosquitoes, runs Four-H clubs, builds 
privies, plants vegetable gardens, teaches 
mothers what a diaper is and how to told 
and pin it SESP even supplies the safety
pins, and supplies dried milk from the 
U.S.A. when mother's milk fails. Almost all 
the people in the Amzeon-all over Brazil. 
in fact-who hav had anything worse than 
a stoumach-ache in the last seven years can 
and do thank SESP for getting them over it. 

Along with Maria JonE.the Camed 
health-center staff incudes a physician,
trained nurse, pharmacist, two other visit­
ing nurse's aides, a sanitary guard, and a 
lab technician-all Brazilians They are 
headed by thirty-six-year-old Dr. Duval 0. 
Tinoco, a modern version of the old-style 
country doctor, who uses a Diesel-driven 
launch instead of a borse and buggy. Dr. 
Tinoco, a general practitioner, was sent by
SESP to the University of North Carolina 
to study the control of epidemics and in­
sect-bome diseases, then assigned to clean 
up the Canet pesthole. In 1949 his center 
treated, without charge, 19,727 patients, 
gave 5,417 injections, and filled 27,340
prouriptins. It tresaed only 27 cases of 
malari-all of them out-of-town patients.

In anader the institute's health and 
sanitation program spread over three large 
arms in Bralt, thenrealied out toembrace 
other countries. It now operates in 14 
republics from Chile and Uruguay in the 
south to Mexico In the north. 

The programs vary, of course, to meet 
the particular problem of each nation. But 
the buliding of sewere and water-supply 
systems has been a first step everywhere, 
as has the elimination of the mosquito. 

Wherever Health and San-as the Ane-
Icans call it-goes to work, houses. huts 
and hovels are sprayed with DDT three 
times a year; in fact, the practice has pro
duced a n word in the Spanish language, 
Deedeterzoidn. Mosquitoes are no longer
the health hazard they used to be in latin 
America; any that land on walls, floors or 
ceilings as late as four months after the 
spraying are finished. 

Peas Spots Freed of Malaria 
Health and San spraying crews have 

completely eliminated malaria in such 
widely separated pest spots as Logane, in 
Haiti, where 71 per cent of the people had 
it; Clumbote. Peru. where on fourth of 
the population suffered from it, ad Breve, 
on the Amazon. where 9 per cent of the 
people were its victim 

Each of the particular problems in the 
republics where the institute program op­
eras has beesngiven the full treatment 
-the beneit of or own 80 years ofpublic­
health experience.

In Paraguay, the problem has been T.B.,
 
leprosy and venereal diseases. Some 25,000
 
patients are treated at five Institute health
 
centers each month. One of the two cen­
tern in Asuneids. In a zone with a popula­
tion of 40,000, suddenly found that it had 
on file 96,000 case histories. Investigation
revealed that thousands of patients had 
given the same address-carner of Peru 
and Pettimed Streets,. at's where the out­
of-Iowanrs get off the suburban stretcars 
and busses to so to the halth center; know­
ing that they are supposed to live in the 
zone where they get treatment, they had all 
gin that address. 

In Peru's copper mines, the problem has 
been silicosis, and American methods of 
industrial bygiene have been introduced to 
combat it. 

In Bolivia, where the standard probletit
of intestinal parasites and mosquito-borne
Malaria has been tertibly aggravated by
lice-borne typhus-with 70 per cent of the 
people alicted-institute staffers last year
treated 373,000 cases, vaccinating 100,000
of them. 

in all the republics, because the health 
programs are primarily meant to help peo­
pie help themselves, preventive medicine 
and prophylactic work come Lirst. Never­
theless. nearly 100 hospitals have been linl, 
as well as more than 100 health centers 
and 150 related facilities such as clnics, 
dispensaries, laboratories, nursing homas 
and nursing schools. 

The total coat of the program? At first, 
we in the U.S contributed heavily because 
of or war needs. Slice V-i day, the Latin-
American governments have increased 
their share and -e have cut ours. We now 
give only $1,216,000 a year. in addition to 
paying $1.586,000 for the salaries and ex­
penses of American personnel. The 14 re­
publics contribute $10390,000 a year: they 
have, on top of that, spent more than $15,­
000,000 in the U.S. for equipment and sup­
plie-

A lot of the American taxpayer money
which has gone into the program in its 
seven-year span has als been spent right 
at home-for American-made machinery,
vaccines and medicines. Somesof it has 
gone into scholarships under which Latin-
American doctors, nutes and technicians 
are trained in the United States to take over 
WIhen the Americans return home. 

All told, the U.S. contribution to Health 
and Sin over the yeam has totaled $71,­
091,008. or $3.03 per taxpayer. That works 
out to 30 cents per head per year, Legs
than the, price of two ice-cream sodas. A 
price not to boggle at for proving that we 
are good eighbors-and for winning good
neighbors in return. Tas no 
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