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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The enhancement of the Tariff Finder System of the Philippine Tariff Commission (TC) benefits 
BoC’s frontline personnel and the trading public, as it provides an online facility of 
comprehensive, up-to-date information about tariff rates under applicable free trade 
agreements, as well as helps determine eligibility of the traded products through the applicable 
rules of origin. The enhancement of the tariff finder facility was a request originally made by the 
Bureau of Customs (BoC) Commissioner, for TRADE’s assistance to make available an online 
tariff finder system to help BoC’s frontline personnel use the proper tariff rates and in the 
classification of goods. The tariff finder will facilitate transparency in customs tariff declaration, 
as well as help ensure a higher level of compliance by import declarants and other customs 
stakeholders. 

Noting that the TC has an existing tariff finder that would assist in addressing the needs of BoC, 
TRADE convened a high-level consultation between the BoC and the TC, and worked with both 
in identifying the necessary enhancements vis-à-vis the existing TC’s Tariff Finder online tool. It 
was agreed that the TC’s tariff finder would be enhanced with new functionalities to address 
BoC’s needs, instead of establishing a new tariff finder. A Technical Working Group (TWG) was 
established with representatives from BoC, TC and TRADE serving as members. Following a 
series of meetings/consultations, the TWG prepared a work plan, elements and functionalities of 
the tariff finder to be enhanced, templates of the tariff finder enhancements and the 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) that was signed between BoC and TC on the supply of tariff 
and import data and use of the tariff finder. The MOA and the migration of the Enhanced 
Philippine Tariff Finder (EPTF) to Information and Communications Technology Office (ICTO) 
were recommended by TRADE to ensure the EPTF’s sustainability.  

The Enhanced Philippine Tariff Finder’s (EPTF) new features include a search facility that 
allows a user to search a product and compare the tariff rates of various free trade agreements 
(FTAs) to which the Philippines is a party; the ability to view the Rules of Origin (ROO) or the 
origin criteria of a product, and allows the user to view the tariff rates of a product for an FTA 
covering a period of 2012 to 2022 (tariff reduction schedule). It also provides clarity for users, 
especially the BoC’s frontline personnel by including “reciprocity rates” and other tariff rates 
classified under certain categories, such as EL (exclusion list) and SL (sensitive list). This will 
help minimize confusion and discourage discretion on the part of BoC personnel in the applying 
the appropriate tariff rates.  

Future enhancements of the tariff finder system may include identification of common names of 
traded commodities, linking of trade remedy measures and excise tax to particular tariff code.  

The EPTF will be a feature of the Philippine National Trade Repository (PNTR),  envisioned as 
a comprehensive, one-stop reference point in a web-based platform of all tariff and non-tariff 
measures applied to goods entering, exiting and transiting the Philippines, including domestic 
regulations and procedures administered and enforced by customs, and by other government 
agencies. 

The EPTF which is a tariff and ROO finder facility is part of the Philippines commitment to the 
implementation of the WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation (WTO-ATF) on transparency and 
facilitating trade. The EPTF which will be a feature of the PNTR is also in compliance with the 
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Philippines’ obligation under the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) on the establishment of 
the ASEAN Trade Repository (ATR).  
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1. OVERVIEW 

The enhancement of the Tariff Finder of the Philippine Tariff Commission (TC) was an offshoot 

from a request the Customs Commissioner for TRADE’s assistance in making available an 

online tariff finder system to facilitate application of proper tariff rates and classification of goods, 

as well as to help increase transparency in customs tariff declaration. An enhanced Tariff Finder 

system would facilitate the work of the Bureau of Customs (BoC) to enforce the proper 

collection of Philippine tariffs, as well as in facilitating trade.  An on-line tariff finder system 

would also ensure a higher level of compliance by import declarants and other customs 

stakeholders. An enhanced tariff finder is expected to provide greater transparency, assist 

traders in making sound business decisions, increase the likelihood of voluntary compliance, 

and help reduce the cost of regulatory compliance. 

 
Following this request, the TRADE Project has 

facilitated high-level consultations between the BoC 

and the TC, and worked with both BoC and TC in 

identifying the necessary enhancements vis-à-vis the 

existing Tariff Finder online tool.  

 

TRADE has facilitated the consultations and 

coordination between the BoC and TC towards 

achieving a Tariff Finder tool of wide usefulness to 

government and private sector stakeholders. TRADE 

also served as a resource in providing technical advice 

on the proposed enhancement of the functionalities 

and specifications of the existing TC’s tariff finder. 

 
In line with the Year-3 Work Plan of the TRADE 

Project, a web application developer was engaged to 

assist in implementing the enhancement of the Tariff Finder system, including the conduct of 

training for TC’s personnel in the maintenance of the Enhanced Philippine Tariff Finder (EPTF) 

and also the preparation of the manual of operations of the EPTF for the use of TC’s IT staff.  

 

The Enhanced Philippine Tariff 
Finder (EPTF) will also be a 
feature of the Philippine National 
Trade Repository (PNTR), 
envisioned as a comprehensive, 
one-stop reference point in a web-
based platform of all tariff and 
non-tariff measures applied to 
goods entering, exiting and 
transiting the Philippines, 
including domestic regulations 
and procedures administered and 
enforced by customs, and by 
other government agencies.  
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2. ORIGINAL TARIFF FINDER ONLINE SYSTEM 

 
The original PTF enabled the user to find Philippine 

tariff rates on specific products simply by typing in 

keywords of the specific product or the ASEAN 

Harmonized Tariff Nomenclature (AHTN) Codes (at 

least four digit-level). This facility was also useful in 

particular for traders as it facilitated their decision-

making process based on the various tariff rates 

applied when importing goods using free trade 

agreements to which the Philippines is a party, as well 

as the BoC who implements and collects duties and 

taxes of goods imported into the country.   

 
The user-friendly and simplified tariff search feature of 

the PTF allowed the public to gain access to data and 

information and helped to make the various FTAs 

more business-friendly to Philippine traders. The PTF 

also helped facilitate closing the information gap 

especially for small and medium-scale enterprises to 

address challenges and seize opportunities for growth. 

 
The original PTF was designed to be user-friendly and 

intuitive, requiring minimal training and documentation 

for its use by the general public. Based on the 

information provided by TC, the PTF had the following 

features and functionalities: 

 

Tab Content 

How To’s  Provided step-by-step instructions on how to use the PTF 

 Included an illustrative video 

Tariff Schedules  Gave an overview of each Philippine tariff schedule 

The AHTN  Gave an overview of the Philippines’ tariff nomenclature 

TCCP AHTN 2012  Contained the entire Philippine tariff nomenclature, i.e., Chapters 1 to 97 
of the Tariff and Customs Code of the Philippines (TCCP), to help the 
user in searching for tariff rates by keyword 

Acronyms  Listed the meanings of the various acronyms that appear in the tariff 
schedules  

Links  Contained links to the tariff schedules of the ASEAN Member States, 
ASEAN’s FTA Partners, the USA and EU 

 A link to the BOC website was posted here too 

Suggestions  Accepted online queries from the public 

 TC responses are published online too 

  

The original Philippine Tariff 
Finder (PTF) was developed by 
TC in partnership with ICTO of the 
Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST),   as an 
online frontline service to facilitate 
the public’s need for quick and 
accurate information on Philippine 
tariff rates.  This facility, launched 
in 2013, contained the most-
favoured-nation (MFN) and Free 
Trade Area (FTA) tariff schedules 
of the Philippines, covering the 
region’s ASEAN Trade in Goods 
Agreement (ATIGA), the ASEAN 
Plus FTAs (e.g. ACFTA), as well 
as the bilateral FTA/Economic 
Partnership Agreement (i.e. 
PJEPA). The PTF has been the 
authoritative source on Philippine 
import duties aside from providing 
the convenience and ease of 
access to a total of eight (8) tariff 
schedules covering nearly 80,000 
tariff lines based on the latest 
commodity nomenclature. 
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Figure 1. Tabs on PTF 

 
 
The Philippines currently maintains eight tariff schedules. An overview of each of these 

schedules could be found in the TARIFF SCHEDULES tab.  The different acronyms and 

abbreviations which appear in the schedules, and their meanings, were catalogued in 

the ACRONYMS tab for easy reference.  The ACRONYMS tab also compiled the footnotes 

appearing in the schedules. 

 
THE AHTN tab gave an overview of the ASEAN Harmonized Tariff Nomenclature, or AHTN, 

which is the commodity nomenclature used by the Philippines and the nine other Member 

States of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).  

 
To make the search process easier, whether by keyword or by AHTN Code, the Philippines’ 

AHTN 2012 nomenclature was reproduced in its entirety in the TCCP AHTN 2012 tab. 

 
The PTF provided the tariff schedules on MFN and the various FTAs: 

 

 
Tariff Schedule 

 
Period 

Most Favoured Nation (MFN) 2012-2015 

ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand FTA (AANZFTA) 2012-2020 

ASEAN-China FTA (ACFTA) 2012-2018 

ASEAN-India FTA (AIFTA) 2012-2022 

ASEAN-Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 2012-2018 

ASEAN-Korea FTA (AKFTA) 2012-2016 

ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement (ATIGA) 2012-2015 

Philippines-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement (PJEPA) 2012-2018 
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The PTF required the user to first indicate his tariff schedule of interest. The next step was to 

indicate the product, and the user was given two (2) options, either type in a keyword(s) or an 

AHTN Code.  The PTF search process function was explained in its How To’s Tab below.  

Figure 2. Search Options on PTF 

 

 

The final display was by tariff line, showing the AHTN 2012 Code, the product description, the 

starting date and year, and the corresponding tariff rates (examples below): 

 

Figure 3.  MFN Tariff Schedule for Rice (Example 1) 
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3. THE ENHANCED PHILIPPINE TARIFF FINDER 
(EPTF) SYSTEM 

Following the high-level consultations between BoC and TC facilitated by TRADE, a Technical 

Working Group (TWG) composed of the BoC, TC and TRADE Project was established.  The 

TWG convened a series of meetings where discussions and decisions were reached on the 

enhancements of the original tariff finder’s functionalities. A detailed Scope of Work (Annex A) 

was prepared by TRADE for the Web Application Developer that was engaged for the 

enhancement of the tariff finder. A work plan/schedule (Annex B) initially prepared by TRADE 

served as a guide in undertaking the work. Templates (Annex C) were prepared that served as 

a guide for the Web Application Developer engaged to undertake the tariff finder enhancements.  

 
Although the original PTF was able to provide the tariff rates of the various FTAs to which the 

Philippines is a party, including a search facility where a user could either choose a key word of 

a product or a 4-digit AHTN Code to search for the specific tariff rate, it could not provide tariff 

rates covered under the reciprocity list (reciprocity rates) under the ASEAN-China FTA and 

ASEAN-Korea FTA, or other “special” types of tariffs covered under the ASEAN-Japan 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (AJCEP) and the Philippine-Japan Economic 

Partnership Agreement (PJEPA). These types of tariff rates not covered in the original PTF 

caused confusion, not only for the BoC personnel in determining the actual tariff rates, but also 

for the importers of products falling under these types of tariff categories. It sometimes gave the 

BoC frontline personnel discretion on the tariff rate to apply, which created doubt on the real 

tariff rate applicable to the imported products. 

 
In addition, the original PTF did not include the Rules of Origin (ROO) of the various FTAs, 

which are important in determining whether a product is eligible for preferential tariff treatment. 

The ROO or origin criteria may vary from one FTA to another.  

 

3.1 Features of the EPTF 

3.1.1. Home page of EPTF - Tariff Schedules of MFN and FTAs  

Similar to the old PTF, the home page still maintains the original “tabs” and the corresponding 

functions.  The home page of the EPTF also lists/enumerates the names of the various FTAs 

schedules, including the MFN schedule. Unlike the old PTF, the names of the various FTAs and 

MFN in the EPTF are “clickable,” bringing the user to another page where a brief description of 

the FTA is provided, as well as the corresponding Executive Orders (EOs) – the legal basis for 

the tariff schedules.  
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Figure 4. Tariff Schedules of MFN and FTAs 
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3.1.2. Tariff Facility – Multiple FTAs Search Function and Comparison 

The EPTF also provides an enhanced search facility that allows a user to search a product and 

the corresponding tariff rates of various FTAs. A user may “tick” 1 or more tariff schedules from 

the list of FTAs (up to 8 tariff schedules which include the MFN and 7 FTAs/EPAs) and indicate 

the year, the “AHTN Code” or “one or more keywords”, to be able to get the tariff rate of the 

product. The number of tariff rates that would come out from the search would depend on the 

“ticked” or indicated FTAs. This function allows a user to make a comparison of the tariff rates of 

a product from the various FTAs that would help in the decision making process (e.g. would 

help an importer in sourcing and the FTA to utilize). 

 

Figure 5. Search Facility – Multiple FTAs 
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3.1.3. Rules of Origin (ROO)  

An important feature of the EPTF which was not at all present in the old PTF is the ROO. Aside 

from the tariff rates of the product for a particular FTA(s), the EPTF will also show the 

corresponding origin criteria of the product searched or identified. The ROO for a particular 

product may vary from one FTA to another. As indicated earlier, the ROO or the origin criteria is 

important to determine if a product is eligible for preferential tariff treatment.  

 

Figure 6. Search Facility with Rules of Origin 

 

3.1.4. Reciprocity Rate 



ENHANCED PHILIPPINE TARIFF FINDER        

 

 

USAID | Philippines Trade-Related Assistance for Development (TRADE) Project    11 

Unlike the old PTF, the EPTF provides the user with the “reciprocity rate” of a particular product. 

This new feature was a specific concern raised earlier by the BoC to help them in the 

implementation of the FTAs. The inclusion of the reciprocity rates will discourage or minimize 

discretion on the part of the frontline BoC personnel in the application of the tariff rates. 

 

In some FTAs that the Philippines is a party to, there are types of tariff rates applicable to 
certain products. For the ASEAN-China FTA or the ASEAN-Korea FTA, products covered in the 
reciprocity list are products classified as “sensitive list” by the exporting country. These products 
will have a different tariff rate (i.e. reciprocity rate, which is normally higher than the preferential 
rate) when imported by another country/party. Normally in some ASEAN plus FTAs, the 
reciprocity rate (based on the reciprocity principle), is applied to encourage parties to place their 
sensitive products in the “normal track” to enjoy preferential tariff treatment. 

 

Figure 7. Reciprocity Rate 

 

 

3.1.5. Indicating the tariff rate of Exclusion List and Sensitive List 

In order to provide clarity in the correct application of tariff rates, in the EPTF,  the actual tariff 

rates of products for EL or SL are now explicitly stated, unlike in the old PTF. With this new 

feature, again, confusion or to certain extent discretion on the part of BoC personnel could now 

be avoided.  
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Figure 8. Tariff Rates for EL and SL 
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3.1.6. Comparative Tariff Reduction Schedules 

Another new feature of the EPTF allows the user to view the tariff reduction schedules of a 

product for the various FTAs and compare them on a year to year basis.  The user will simply 

“click” the specific FTA and the tariff rates of a particular product covering ranging 2012 to 2022 

will come out.  

 

Figure 9. Tariff Reduction Schedule - Comparison  
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3.2. Sustainability of the EPTF 

To facilitate continued updating of the data/information in the EPTF, as well as to ensure proper 

technical maintenance of the EPTF, the following mechanism were put in place:3.2.1.
 Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 

The BoC and TC signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) (Annex D) that outlines the 

rights and obligations of both agencies on the supply of tariff and import data and use of the 

tariff finder. The MOA will help ensure the sustainability of the tariff finder, as BoC would 

continue to provide the necessary information to allow the TC maintain an updated and accurate 

tariff finder system.  

3.2.2. Manual of Operations for the EPTF  

Noting that changes to the tariff rates, as well as to the ROO will subsequently be made based 

on the requirements/agreements in the FTAs, a manual of operations was prepared by web 

application developer to guide the TC staff in updating the EPTF. The website technical manual 

(Annex E) is primarily designed to guide administrators, developers and content managers in 

the technical implementation and maintenance of the tariff finder system/website. It also serves 

as reference for the administrator or relevant person in performing technical tasks, such as 

website maintenance and content management of the enhanced tariff finder system. The 

website technical manual also provides a step-by-step guide to the IT staff in “migrating” the 

tariff finder system from the current system to another host, such as the ICTO.  

3.2.3. Training Session of Tariff Commission’s IT Staff 

Training was also provided by the web application developer to TC staff to ensure that they are 

equipped and knowledgeable to undertake the necessary updating of the EPTF. The objectives 

of the training session are generally to ensure that the Tariff Commission’s IT personnel will be 

able to use the administration module (website technical manual) to maintain the tariff finder 

site, as well as to add new items/sections and/or revise/delete old items and sections for 

updates and future improvements.  The one-day training session (Annex F) helped the 

participants understand how the content management system works, maintenance of the 

system, updating and future improvements of the tariff finder system. 

3.2.3. Migration to the ICTO 

With the enhanced features of the EPTF and considering the limitations of the TC’s facility to 

manage the increasing traffic of users of the EPTF, TRADE recommended the migration/hosting 

of the EPTF by the ICTO. TC has already commenced the process/discussions with ICTO to the 

eventual hosting by the ICTO of the EPTF. The website technical manual includes a step-by-

step guide in migrating the current site to another host or subdomain. 
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ANNEX A: PTF ENHANCEMENT TIMELINE 

TIMELINE  - Enhancement of the PHILIPPINE TARIFF FINDER

1.  TC & BOC conduct high-level meeting on TF enhancements 1 W W2/Jul W2/Jul Working Grp Completed

2.  TC, BOC & TRADE form Technical Working Group (TWG) 1 W W3/Jul W3/Jul Working Grp Completed

3.  TC assess and scope of internal requirements 12 W W3/Aug W2/Nov TC Completed

3.1.  Identify portions of Tariff Code to be covered 

3.2.  Identify internal manpower and timeline to address

4.  TWG technical meetings and Implementation Plan 13 W W4/Aug14 W4/Nov14 Working Grp

4.1.  Identify content enhancements, incl formats/inquiry tables Completed

4.2.  Identify deliveries / milestones by phases/templates Completed

4.3.  Identify implemention timeline
Completed, 

for 

adjustment
4.4.  Identify Project Manager and Implemention Team Pending

4.5.  Identify service providers (i.e., developer, host, etc) Pending  

4.6.  Develop budget requirement and identify source
Completed, 

for validation

5.  TWG gets approval to implement ETF 6 W W3/Nov14 W4/Dec14
Extended, 

For validation

5.1.  Draft implementation plan Working Grp

5.2.  Approval of implementation plan Working Grp

5.3.  Sourcing of implemention fund TRADE For validation

6.  TWG implements the ETF 20 W W3/Apr15 W2/Sep15
Target start 

Apr2015

6.1.  Develop high-level  system reqt specs, system design Working Grp

6.2.  Engage service providers (i.e., developer & host) TRADE, TC

6.3.  Develop technical  SRS and design Developer

6.4.  Approval of SRS, design Working Grp

6.5.  Develop the Enhanced Tariff Finder application
Developer, 

Working Grp

6.6.  Conduct beta test, gather issues (program & content)
Developer, 

Working Grp

6.7.  Resolve issues (for both program & content) Developer

6.8.  Conduct final test (iterative if needed)
Developer, 

Working Grp

7.   Develop Memorandum of Agreement 4 Wks W1/Jun15 W4/Jun15

7.1.  Prepare draft MOA Working Grp

7.2.  Signing/approval of the draft MOA TC, BOC

8.   Develop  Manual of Operations for the ETF 10 Wks W1/Jul15 W2/Sep15 Developer

9.   Public launch of the ETF 1 Day Working Grp

10.   Formal turn-over of ETF to TC 1 Day TRADE, TC

11.   Start of Warranty service period 12 Wks W1/Oct15 W4/Dec15 Developer

OCT NOV DEC

Y E A R     2 0 1 5 

W3/Sep15

FEB MARJAN AUG SEPAPR MAY JUN JUL

W4/Sep15

TASK NAME
JUL

DURA 

TION
START END RESOURCE STATUS

Y E A R    2 0 1 4

SEP OCT NOVAUG DEC
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ANNEX B: PROPOSED TEMPLATE FOR EPTF 

Comparison of the various tariff rates (MFN and preferential) for each commodity, plus the applicable ROO under each FTA 

 
HS 

Code/AHTN 
Product 

Description 
Year Data 

Element 
MFN ATIGA ACFTA AKFTA AIFTA AJCEP AANZFT

A 
PJEPA 

3808.50.10
B 

- - - Other 2014 Applicabl
e Tariff 
Rate 

3% 0% 
 

AMS 
Enjoying 
Concessi

on: All 
 

More 
 

More 
 
 

2% 
 

More 
 

0% 
 

More 
 

Rules of 
Origin 

NA RVC 40% 
or CC 

RVC 40% 
or CC 

RVC 40% 
or CC 

RVC 35% 
and 
CTSH 

RVC 40% 
or CC 

RVC (40) 
or CTSH 
provided 
that at 
least 50 
per cent by 
weight of 
the active 
ingredient 
or 
ingredients 
is 
originating 

RVC 40% 
or CC 

 

More is clickable, and will be displayed if the tariff line has further subdivisions (ex1, ex2). See examples below: 
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After clicking More under ACFTA 

 

HS Code/AHTN Product Description Year MFN ACFTA ACFTA 
Reciproc
ity Rate 

Rules of 
Origin 

ex1 3808.50.10B  Poison mosquito net 
 

2014 3% HSL 
(3%) 
 

 RVC 
40% or 
CC 

ex2 3808.50.10B Other 2014 3% 0%  RVC 
40% or 
CC 

 
 

After Clicking More under AJCEPA 

 

HS Code/AHTN 
 

Product Description Year MFN AJCEP Rules of 
Origin 

ex1 3808.50.10B Poison mosquito net 2014 3% 0% 
 

RVC 40% or 
CC 

ex2 3808.50.10B Other 2014 3% 0% RVC 40% or 
CC 

 

 

After Clicking More under PJEPA 

 

HS Code/AHTN 
 

Product Description Year MFN PJEPA Rules of 
Origin 

ex1 3808.50.10B Poison mosquito net 2014 3% 0% 
 

RVC 40% or 
CC 

ex2 3808.50.10B Other 2014 3% 0% RVC 40% or 
CC 

 

 
(Note: A comparison on the FTA rates can be made per year by clicking the “FTA Name” e.g. 

ACFTA) 

 

ACFTA Tariff Rates 

HS Code/AHTN 
 

Product Description 2013 2014 2015 

ex1 3808.50.10B Poison mosquito net 
 

5% 3% 0% 

ex2 3808.50.10B Other 
 

5% 3% 0% 
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ANNEX C: MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
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ANNEX D: TECHNICAL MANUAL TARIFF FINDER 
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