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TREATMENT: ENSURING ACCESS TO QUALITY MEDICINES
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Ensuring rigorous quality control and supply chain management of
antimalarial medicines is more difficult in low-incidence settings,
particularly when the affected population is highly mobile, remote, or
dispersed.'

The main trends are that:

= Pharmaceutical vendors no longer have a business interest in selling
the reduced volumes of antimalarial medicines that are required
in these contexts.

= Areas with low or no malaria incidence fail to receive antimalarial
medicines, even when the risk of reintroduction is high.

= Poor quality or counterfeit medicines exist on the market, some with
little or no active ingredients.

= The long storage periods of medicines in poor conditions (e.g.
high temperature, humidity, direct exposure to sunlight, deficient
refrigeration) may lead to a decline in medicine efficacy.

= Medicines may expire before they are needed.

= |nsufficient resources for ensuring medicine quality control limit the
ability of health professionals to collect statistically representative
samples of medicines for quality testing.

= As countries move closer to elimination, providing access to
quality medications, particularly to mobile, migrant, and indigenous
populations becomes more important to the overall success of
malaria programs in low-transmission settings.?

Expanded access to free, quality antimalarial medicines through the
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public sector helps to make unregulated medicines less appealing.The

region’s national health systems, in collaboration with AMI, continue to

;USAID

() FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

s

Pan American ¢\ World Health F s SIAPS /j/
ealth @Organizaﬂon ' '

- use
Organization P — Systems for Improved Access

soowomcronne AMericas prov L
SAFER - HEALTHIER  PEOPLE to Pharmaceuticals and Services PROMOTING THE QUALITY OF MEDICINES



http://www.usaid.gov/
http://siapsprogram.org/wherewework/ami/
http://www.usp.org/global/global-activities/latin-americacaribbean/government-and-institutional-activities
http://www.cdc.gov/malaria/malaria_worldwide/cdc_activities/amazon.html
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_topics&view=article&id=33&Itemid=40757&lang=en

improve pharmaceutical access and storage conditions of antimalarial
medicines. Moreover, AMI works with health systems to improve key
populations’ access to prevention, diagnosis, and quality treatment.

For example, AMI has facilitated the joint procurement of antimalarial
medicines through the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO/
WHO) Strategic Fund and created reference standards for the
procurement of medicines in low-incidence areas. AMI also provides
trainings, manuals, and supplies to countries’ medicine regulatory
agencies and official medicine control laboratories.
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