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1. Overview  

This report describes the progress of the Periperi U Consortium of universities in the fourth quarter 

of the 2015 reporting year, covering 1 October to 31 December 2015, as required in terms of USAID 

Agreement AID-OFDA-G-11-00215.  

 

Section 2 of the report describes the consortium’s progress with specific reference to the five key 

focus areas of the Periperi U programme, specifically;  

1. Institutional development, embedding and expansion (i.e. sustainability) of active disaster risk-

related teaching and training, research and policy advocacy capacity with particular emphasis on 

urban and hydro-meteorological risks.  

2. Provision of short disaster risk-related courses for capacity building and knowledge sharing 

among partners and external stakeholders. 

3. Growth and sustainability of new undergraduate and/or graduate programmes related to 

reducing/managing the risk and vulnerability profile of the country concerned.  

4. Generation and communication of applied research outputs by each unit/programme related 

to the risks and vulnerabilities of the country concerned that increase local understanding and 

improve the management of those risks.  

5. Mobilisation of the consortium to advance disaster-risk reduction efforts through strategic 

engagements at national/sub-national, continental and international scales by each of the 

partners with governmental, nongovernmental, international and scientific stake-holders.  

 

Section 3 covers secretariat’s activities, accomplishments and challenges for this quarter, while 

Sections 4 and 5 respectively address challenges as well as proposed plans for upcoming months.  

 

Several tables are appended, providing details on deliverables from individual partner institutions. 

Table A1 - Staff Composition of partners 1 October – 31 December  

Table A2 - Short courses implemented 1 October – 31 December  

Table A3 - Under/Post graduate programme conducted 1 October – 31 December  

Table A4 - Applied research outputs ongoing and completed 1 October – 31 December  

Table A5 - Examples of Student Theses ongoing and completed 1 October – 31 December  

Table A6 - Partners’ external engagements and collaborations  1 October – 31 December  

-  

2. Focus area updates  

  Focus area 1: Institutional development, embedding and expansion 2.1

With the current USAID/OFDA award scheduled to conclude by 31 March 2016, this quarter 

represented a planned tapering off of partner expenditures by 31 December. This sought to enable 

an orderly reconciliation of project expenditures by the Secretariat across the partnership in early 

2016. 

 

 Focus Area 2: Provision of short disaster risk-related courses 2.2

 

During this period, eight short courses were implemented by four partners, reaching 148 

participants (with more than one-third women participants). Makerere implemented two health-

related short courses which reached 25 people in total. SU conducted its Community Risk 

Assessment short course, with 7 participants from 16 – 20 November. The field exercise section of 

the short course, took place in the “Los Angeles’ informal settlement on the outskirts of Cape Town. 
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Tanà’s short course, Initiation aux concepts de Gestion / Réduction des Risques et des 

Catastrophes et le Développement, was implemented sub-regionally in the Menabe, Haute 

Matsiatra, Analanjirofo and Sofia Regions, reaching 96 people. USTHB implemented a short-course 

focused on GIS and DRR, with 20 participants.  (Although GBU planned two Food Insecurity themed 

short courses, these did not take place due to human resource constraints and scheduling conflicts). 

See Table A2 in the appendices for more details.  

 

 
Figure 1 Short courses in Menabe Region, Madagascar 

 Focus Area 3: Growth and sustainability of new undergraduate and/or graduate 2.3

programmes 

 

Twelve disaster risk-related academic programmes and eight modules were implemented during this 

period. 1,086 students participated in these programmes, of whom 273 were newly enrolled, and at 

least 38 graduated or were confirmed to graduate (some will only officially graduate in early 2016) 

during this quarter. For more information regarding student numbers, please see Table A3 in the 

appendices. 

 

Successful efforts at integrating disaster risk concerns into a broader sweep of academic programmes 

were particularly foregrounded by Tanà. This was reflected in the offering of a disaster risk-related 

economics module to students enrolled in three different undergraduate programmes (reaching more 

than 100 students) – in addition to the masters’ programme targeted to approximately 30 post-

graduates. 

 

A further development in several partners was the growing pressure for doctoral-level programmes to 

advance disaster risk research (for instance, at Ardhi, BDU and GBU). This reflects a maturing of local 

academic capability in this field, and increasing expectations for local universities to carry-out locally- 

relevant risk research. 

 

UDM continued to develop its e-learning platform to allow for students studying via distance to 

participate in the partners DRR related courses online. During this quarter, UDM uploaded course 

contents, preparing for the launch of the platform in early 2016 with the start of the academic year. It 

also sought to reach out to potential vulnerable and at risk populations by offering to courses for the 

Association for Handicapped Persons in Mozambique.  
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 Focus Area 4: Generation and communication of applied research outputs by each 2.4

unit/programme 

 

This quarter saw a number of disaster risk research projects being undertaken and outputs being 

produced by either the Periperi U institutions or their postgraduate students. For further details, 

please see Tables A4 and A5 in the Appendices. 

 

2.4.1 Applied disaster risk research 

 
17 applied disaster risk research projects were undertaken by Periperi U staff and researchers over 

this period, including commissioned research, faculty studies, journal articles and book chapter 

contributions. Most of these projects are still ongoing, with Periperi U researchers and staff 

conducting research, collecting data and consolidating data.  

 

 
Figure 2 Risk analysis undertaken by GBU researchers  

In one example, SU completed its research project on four High Impact Weather Events (2003-2014) 

commissioned by the Western Cape provincial government.  The published report is expected to be 

finalised by February 2016. 

 

2.4.2 Post-graduate student disaster risk research 

 

In addition, 87 research projects were undertaken by the postgraduate students across the 

consortium. These varied greatly, with recurrent research themes including flood risk, agricultural 

risk and food security, vulnerability assessments of communities as well as health risks among 

vulnerable populations. Examples of these research topics can be seen in A5 in the appendices.  

 

 Focus Area 5: Mobilisation of the consortium to advance disaster-risk reduction efforts 2.5

through strategic engagements 

 

2.5.1 Strategic engagement at local/national levels.  

 

Strategic engagement represents a crucial dimension of Periperi U partner work as it helps to align 

university actions with disaster risk management priorities and needs ‘on the ground’. During this 

quarter, BDU was particularly active, and in collaboration with government, NGOs and UN 

organizations, sponsored and organized the International Day for Disaster Reduction on 14 October 

in Bahir Dar.   
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The main theme was 'Knowledge for Life' with subthemes focusing on raising awareness of the use 

of traditional, indigenous and local knowledge and practice to complement scientific knowledge in 

DRM, as well as  highlighting approaches for engaging local communities and indigenous peoples. 

The event brought together a wide range of participants including donors, the AUC, Permanent 

Missions to AUC/AU, UN Agencies, NGOS, higher Educations, Researchers, Private enterprises, 

Professionals, Government Ministries, Regional State Governments, and local communities.  

 

 
Figure 3 International Day for Disaster Reduction at Bahir Dar, Ethiopia, 14 October 2015 

 

BDU also conducted a national workshop, entitled "Vision 2025 Strategic Planning and DRR 

Stakeholders' Consultative Workshop" from 27-28 November in Bahir Dar, Ethiopia. The 

conference’s primary aim was to develop a strategic plan and share disaster risk reduction, food 

security and climate change adaptation experiences with DRR stakeholders. Conference discussions 

focused on five themes: 

- The Ethiopian national DRR platform and preparedness in addressing the current drought: the 

case of Amhara region. 

- The role of higher education institutions in implementing the Sendai DRR Framework 2016-2030: 

the Periperi U experience consortium of African universities. 

- The future of disaster risk management studies in higher education institutions: critical pathways 

for Ethiopia. 

- Strategic plan for BDU’s Institute of Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Studies 

(IDRMFS) 

 

More than 90 experts from broad range of sectors and different regions participated in the 

conference. The profile of participants included NGOs, bilateral donors, UN agencies, governments, 

non-governmental organizations, academics, journalists and civil society organizations. 

 

In addition to these examples from BDU, other partner engagements took place. For instance, 

Makerere met with the Uganda Red Cross Society and Medical Teams International to establish 

collaboration in training research and placements of students in their MDM programme. 
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Figure 4 Vision 2025 Strategic Planning and DRR Stakeholders' Consultative Workshop Bahir Dar, Ethiopia 

 

GBU also established an MOU with the National Food Security Programme (SECNSA), a government 

programme based in the Office of the Prime Minister of Senegal. This sought to unlock new 

opportunities to carry out government sponsored research as well as greater institutional support 

and expansion. Similarly, SU/RADAR participated in a Flood Risk Seminar, convened by the provincial 

disaster management centre. This profiled SU’s research results to be shared with more than 50 

government and other participants from within and outside the province. 

 

2.5.2 Strategic engagement at continental and global scales 

Multi-scalar strategic engagement is deliberately implemented by Periperi U partners to 

communicate local risk scholarship at continental and global levels. This quarter foregrounded the 

value of this approach through three major strategic engagements for Periperi U at regional and 

international scales. 

From 7-9 October, representatives from across the Periperi U partnership attended the 6th Annual 

African Network for Internationalization of Education (ANIE) conference which convened in Dar es 

Salaam. With more than 250 attendees from primarily African HEIs, Ardhi and SU enabled a disaster 

risk-themed day-long session focused on the role of ‘Higher Education Institutions in advancing 

Disaster Risk Reduction’.  

Immediately following the ANIE Conference, the Periperi U partnership convened its annual 

consultative meeting from 11-12 October. In addition to partner updates, discussions focused on 

the summative evaluation results, concluding arrangements for the current award and scope of a 

possible new grant submission. It also afforded an opportunity to welcome a new partner to the 

consortium from the University of Buea, Cameroon. 

Drawing momentum from its role as the IRDR’s International Centre of Excellence in Risk Education 

and Learning, the secretariat then co-organised and hosted 14
th

 IRDR Scientific Committee meeting 

in Stellenbosch, South Africa from 16-18 November. Approximately 40 disaster risk-related 

scientists and experts from 13 countries attended the meeting.
1
 

 

                                                      
1 http://www.irdrinternational.org/2015/11/29/new-irdr-sc-chair-and-members-announced-at-sc14/ 
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Figure 5 Partipants at the 14

th
 IRDR Scientific Committee meeting in Stellenbosch, South Africa 

 

Convening the 14th IRDR Scientific Committee (SC) meeting in South Africa was especially significant. 

Not only did it take place immediately prior to COP 21, (2015 Paris Climate Conference). It also 

represented the first occasion in which the IRDR Scientific Committee had met outside China or 

Europe. Additionally, it reinforced a growing recognition of African scholarship in the disaster risk 

domain, and afforded an opportunity for presentations on Africa-specific threats, including the 

recent Ebola outbreak in West Africa and unfolding El Nino conditions in southern Africa. 
 

Aside from these major engagements, several partners took part in other international 

engagements. Two staff members from Tanà attended the ADPC short courses training on GIS and 

DRM from 26 October to 6 November. This sought to reinforce GIS capacity within Tanà to 

strengthen their research activities and improve the quality of risk research undertaken. 

 

Similarly, UG continued with its strategic engagement with the National Level learning Alliance 

Platform and participated in learning programmes and sharing information on urban risks, especially 

those related to water, sanitation and hygiene.  They also continued to encourage their students to 

participate in community programmes as well as the outreach programmes faculty are engaged in. 

 

UDM entered into discussions with several bilateral and multilateral organisations such as the 

Disaster Preparedness ECHO programme (DIPECHO) on how to improve Education infrastructure 

within Mozambique. It also initiated conversations with Concern, Care, UN Habitat and 

Welthungerhilfe on enhancing conservation agriculture. Although the scope of collaboration is still 

unfolding, UDM has engaged with the German Red Cross Society and agreed to work together on 

research and teaching projects.  

 

3. Secretariat  
 

 Overview 3.1

Secretariat activities during this reporting period centred on four major collaborative events; the 

ANIE Conference and Annual Consultative Meeting in Dar es Salaam in October, the 14
th

 IRDR 

Science Committee meeting in Stellenbosch during November and preparatory work for the UNISDR 

Science and Technology Conference in Geneva in January 2016. In addition, the Secretariat instituted 

processes to finalise activities under the current award and also to plan for a further grant 

submission. This resulted in the submission of a concept paper to USAID, followed by discussion and 

preparatory proposal development. 

 



 

9 

 

1 OCTOBER - 30 DECEMBER 2015  QUARTERLY REPORTING DRAFT 

 

 Facilitation of and preparation for key engagements 3.2

Specific secretariat support for meeting attendance included visas, transport and accommodation 

arrangements for Periperi U attendees, as well as for the guests invited to the IRDR SC meeting. In 

addition to logistics support however, the secretariat contributed substantially to the 

conceptualisation of meeting agendas/programmes in all three events and (in the case of the 

UNISDR Science and Technology Conference), co-drafting of the global ‘capacity development’ 

concept note as well as framing of the panel discussions. 

 

4. Problems and obstacles experienced  

A recurrent difficulty that has affected project effectiveness is the sustained lack of student funding 

support – especially for post-graduate students. While this obstacle does not apply to all universities 

(eg those where government funding covers tuition costs), it has repeatedly undermined 

postgraduate enrolment across much of the partnership since 2011. During this quarter, Makerere 

underlined these challenges, reporting that students were ‘dropping out’ because of a lack of tuition 

support.  

 

Similarly, because the Makerere post-graduate programme is run on a fulltime basis for two years, 

many students were reportedly struggling or are unable to make this financial commitment, thus 

discouraging potential students from applying or to continue the programme. Makerere and UDM 

both stressed challenges associated with limited staffing capacity at the university, as well as 

difficulties in locating staff with sufficient capacity to teach or conduct research in the disaster risk 

field. UDM also reported that despite efforts to acquire external/alternative programme funding, 

this was still not self-sustainable. 

 

5. Other updates and plans going forward  

In response to identified issues of limited staff capacity, Makerere expressed its intent in 2016 to 

increase number of staff with expertise in the various disciplines of DRM to enhance training and 

research of MDM students.  Similarly UG reported exploring measures to enhance the sustainability 

of its disaster risk-related teaching and research. Planned strategies include expanding its 

engagement with other departments in the University as well as other collaborators within Ghana 

and abroad. Other proposed activities included intensified efforts to conduct focused joint research, 

not just in Accra but in other regions of Ghana. Moi University also indicated plans to change 

towards a more DRR focus in training community health workers (on risk reduction as well as 

preparedness and response).It also anticipates expanding DRR activities in the university’s 

Community-based Education and Services (COBES) which would extend support across all of 

Western Kenya. 
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