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I. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

The USAID Tajikistan Land Reform and Farm Restructuring Project (LRFRP) strives to support the 

continuing progress of dehkan farm restructuring and recognition of property rights leading to a market in 

land-use rights. LRFRP provides assistance and supports the Government of Tajikistan (GoT) in three key 

areas: (1) development of the land policy and legislative framework; (2) building capacity of government 

officials, farmers, civil society organizations and other rural stakeholders to capitalize on land reform; and 

(3) raising awareness of the target population on land rights. To ensure sustainability of the project, 

LRFRP strengthens land use rights and establishes conditions for land use rights market-building. The 

project also works with legal aid centers (LACs), tashabuskors (local activists), and local farmers to 

enhance their awareness of land-related rights through technical training, legal assistance, and public 

outreach efforts.  

Within the framework of the Feed the Future/Tajikistan (FTF/T) program, LRFRP supports the 

continuing progress of dehkan farm restructuring and recognition of property rights leading to a market in 

land-use rights. In accordance with the FTF/T strategy, LRFRP will focus on strengthening land rights for 

rural citizens living in the 12 districts of the Khatlon region. Though this area has the highest rate of 

malnutrition and the largest proportion of the population living below the poverty line in Tajikistan, it 

possesses great potential for increasing agricultural production and incomes. 

LRFRP’s Year 3 activities focus on the following:   

 Work in collaboration with the Intergovernmental Working Group (WG) on land reform 

management, in order to finalize and submit necessary legislation for the GoT’s approval. 

 Increase capacity of local authorities through educational events for local authorities in jamoats, 

assist them in preparing and disseminating timely land reform information to the population, and 

strengthen trust between the Tajik population and government officials.  

 Assist LACs to develop and deliver informational and training materials to conduct their own 

Training of Trainers (ToTs).  

 Promote peer to peer learning and invite farmers (with special focus on women farmers) who 

have successfully withdrawn from collective dehkan farms from the north to share their 

experience and train farmers from the 12 FTF districts. 

 Assist farmers with settling legal disputes on land-related issues, continue to build the capacity of 

local judges, and ensure land disputes are resolved in court.  

 Conduct an international study tour to Armenia for members of the WG to familiarize the 

members with international best practices in land-use rights (specifically land-use rights market), 

as well as the mortgage of agricultural land, private land survey to ensure effective government-

led policy, and land-tenure governance. 

 Improve the ability and knowledge of local journalists and press secretaries of key Tajik 

ministries and state agencies to write press releases, as well as highlight and report on land reform 

issues in Tajikistan. 

 Conduct a Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices (KAP) survey in the project’s target area to 

measure the understanding and awareness of land reform and its impact on farmers throughout 

the target area; the survey will help to identify the most effective means of communication reform 

in the future. 

 Review existing LAC sustainability models being implemented by project partners; and asses the 

progress of implementation. 

 Increase the number of farmers and rural citizens who exercise their rights related to farm 

restructuring, marketing of land-use rights, and freedom to farm. 

 Increase women’s awareness of land-use rights and achieve equitable access to land. 

 Increase awareness of high school students on land-related issues in Tajikistan. 
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II. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report covers the second quarter of project Year 3, January – March 2016. The report includes key 

LRFRP achievements during the period. An executive summary of accomplishments of the project team is 

included below: 

Task 1. Land Policy and Legislative Drafting 

 A key achievement during the reporting period was the official passage of the Law on Dehkan 

Farms by both the Executive and Legislative branches. On March 3, 2016, the Law on Dehkan 

Farms was approved by the Parliament, and on March 15, 2016, President Rahmon signed draft 

legislation № 1289 into law.    

 On February 2, 2016, LRFRP in collaboration with international valuation expert Nina Ignatenko, 

the project conducted an analysis of the valuation legislation and provided recommendations on 

developing valuation methodologies for market valuation of parcels.  

 Between February-March 2016, LRFRP provided technical assistance and equipment (such as 

computers, printers, and scanners), in order to build the capacity of Model Registration Office 

employees to implement the registration process in compliance with new registration rules. On 

March 30, 2016, LRFRP and the State Unitary Enterprise on Registration of Immovable Property 

(SUERIP), hosted the official opening ceremony of the Model Registration Office of Immovable 

Property in the Bokhtar District.   

 In January 2016, LRFRP submitted the Draft Law on Registration of Immovable Property to the 

Government of Tajikistan (GoT) for final review. 

 Submitted the Draft Rules on Transacting with Land Use Rights in the Land Use Rights 

Market to the President Executive Office.  

 Hosted and facilitated Intergovernmental Working Group (WG) meetings on land reform 

management to draft land legislation. 

 
Task 2. Build Capacity of Stakeholders to Capitalize on Land Reform 

 During the reporting period, tashabuskors and LACs conducted 518 focus group discussions, 171 

roundtables, 127 trainings, 33 seminars for local officials, and provided 4,857 legal consultations 

to farmers. 

 On February 2-4, 2016, LRFRP conducted a training on Establishing Public (Involuntary) 

Easement for 30 Legal Aid Center (LAC) representatives and 67 tashabuskors.  

 On February 21-28, 2016, LRFRP conducted an international study tour to the Kyrgyz Republic 

and Armenia for 13 members of the Intergovernmental Working Group (WG) on land reform 

management to learn international best practices in land-use rights. 

 In March 2016, LRFRP invited three successful female heads of dehkan farms from the north to 

share their experiences with female farmers from the southern 12 FTF districts and conducted 10 

trainings on women’s rights to land for 486 women farmers.   

 On March 9-13, 2016, the project facilitated an internal study tour to the Sughd region for 22 

female heads of dehkan farms and female tashabuskors from the Khatlon region to exchange 

knowledge and experiences. 

 On March 18, 2016, through a grant agreement, the project conducted a training for 11 journalists 

and 10 press secretaries from the State Land Committee and Ministry of Agriculture in the 

targeted districts of Khatlon on utilizing new multimedia tools for communications and reporting. 

 Between January-March 2016, LRFRP developed and printed four brochures including: 

Establishing Public (Involuntary) Easement (5,000 copies), the Law on Dehkan Farms (7,000 

copies in Tajik, 1,000 copies in Russian), Rights and Responsibilities of Dehkan Farms (7,000 

copies in Tajik, 1,000 copies in Russian), and Women Rights to Land (1,260 copies). 
 

Task 3. Land Rights and Farm Restructuring Public Information and Awareness 

 Between February-March 2016, LRFRP and grantee Tajagrofond conducted trainings for 70 

schoolteachers, on how to incorporate land reform topics in legal studies curriculum in 12 districts. 
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Of these 70 teachers, 24 went on to conduct additional trainings for 1,144 teachers in 577 schools. 

The 1,144 teachers conducted classes to increase awareness of land reform and land-use rights among 

youth for 10,186 students in 12 FTF districts of the Khatlon region.  

 Broadcasted three ten-minute TV programs and six fifteen-minute radio programs to highlight land 

reform in Tajikistan.    

 Produced three editions of the Agroinform newsletter and disseminated 15,000 copies.  

 Updated the LAC website www.lac.tj with new information on a monthly basis. 

 
Task 4. Support the provision of legal advice and other assistance to promote farm 
restructuring and the development of a market in land-use rights 

 Between January-March 2016, LRFRP helped issue 1,200 land-use certificates to farmers in 10 

districts of Khatlon region and reorganized 244 collective farms into individual and dehkan 

farms. 

 On March 10, 2016, LRFRP conducted a one-day training for LAC staff on communication 

strategies. 

 On March 15-17, 2016, the project conducted a two-day marketing training for LACs and a one-

day training for 67 tashabuskors on marketing methodology and techniques. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.lac.tj/
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III. PROJECT ACTIVITIES 

This section provides detailed information on each of LRFRP’s components during the reporting period.  

Task 1. Land Policy and Legislative Drafting  

During the second quarter of Year 3, LRFRP closely worked with the Intergovernmental Working Group 

and partners from Ministries and Government Agencies to strengthen property rights through legislative 

work. During the reporting period, the project 

conducted Working Group meetings on January 7, 

2016 and February 21, 2016 to review draft 

regulations and, in assistance with relevant ministries 

and agencies, promote their submission to the GoT for 

review and approval. During the reporting period, 

Umed Bobozoda, Advisor to the Assistant of the 

President of the Republic of Tajikistan on Legal 

Affairs by the order of the Prime Minister of 

Tajikistan became Chair of the Working Group on 

January 25, 2016.  

The work of the Working Group was based on the 

work plan and resulted in the following draft 

regulations:  

Key Result Area 1.1 Long-term concept and a land program for five years submitted. Activity 1.1.1 

Submission of the land strategy 

The fifteen-year long term “Land Policy Concept (2016-2030)” and five-year program implementation 

plan (2016-2020) are finalized and are now submitted to the GoT for consideration.    

Key Result Area 1.2 Amendments to land legislation and farm restructuring laws submitted for 

approval. Activity 1.2.1 Promote the Law on Dehkan Farm  

On March 3, 2016, the Law on Dehkan Farms was approved by the Parliament of the RT under № 186; it 

was signed by the President on March 15, 2016 under № 1289. The law was published in the newspaper 

“Sadoi Mardum” on March 18, 2016 under № 37-38 (3517-3518), and is now in legal effect.  

The new Law on Dehkan Farms provides major developments directed to the improvement and effective 

functioning of dehkan farms. For the first time, the law prescribes the creation of dehkan farms as legal 

entities, or as individual businesses in cases where the dehkan farm has fewer than 50 shareholders. If 

membership in the dehkan farm exceeds 50 shareholders, the new law requires that the dehkan farm be 

registered as a legal entity.  

The new law also allows for members of dehkan farms to leave the group; in this event, the member can 

leave and still retain his or her land parcel. The law also gives dehkan farms the right to build field camps 

as temporary-lightweight construction (non-capital construction) on land parcels, to be used for farming 

purposes. Under the new law, property relations in the dehkan farms are more defined and advanced. For 

example, the law introduces the concept of "indivisible Dehkan farms property", greater detail and 

description of rights and responsibilities of dehkan farms members, and mechanisms to prevent conflicts 

between shareholders. 

LRFRP initiated an informational campaign on the newly approved law. The campaign printed and 

distributed two brochures called The Law on Dehkan Farm and Rights and Responsibilities of Dehkan 

Intergovernmental Working Group Members: 

 Bobozoda Umed, Advisor to the Assistant of the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan on Legal Affairs 

 Abdulloev Firdavs, Executive Office of the President 
(EOP); 

 Abdumanon Holikov, First Deputy Minister of Justice 

 Munavvara Ismailova, First Deputy Chairman of the 
State Land Committee 

 Idibek Safarov, Leading Specialist of the Agriculture 
Department, EOP 

 Akram Kakhorov, Head of Registry of Immovable 
Property 

 Jamila Saidova, Deputy Minister of Agriculture  

 Jamshed Murtazokulov, Member of Parliament 

 Rustam Latifzoda, Member of Parliament 
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Farms developed by the project (7,000 copies printed in Tajik and 1,000 copies in Russian). The 

brochures were presented to LACs for use in informational campaigns aimed at farmers.  

Key Result Area 1.3 Implementing regulations for land-related laws drafted.  Activity 1.3.1 Regulations 

required to implement the Land Code and develop land market discussed and submitted for GoT 

approval 

Despite the approvals from relevant ministries and subsidiary departments of the President Executive 

Office, the Draft Rules on Transacting with Land Use Rights in the Land Use Rights Market was once 

again returned to Agency on Corruption for further revision. However, LRFRP received final approval 

from the Agency on Corruption in March 2016.  

The Draft Rules on Transacting with Land Use Rights in the Land Use Rights Market has been submitted 

to the President Executive Office and is expected to be reviewed at the Government Presidium in mid-

April 2016. The draft regulation is expected to receive GoT approval in April 2016. The Draft Regulation 

on Use Rights to Lands Located within Coastal Lines and Public Territories was submitted for 

consideration to the State Land Committee in December 2015, however the State Land Committee 

decided to postpone work on this regulation.   

The Ministry of Justice decided to reconsider the Regulation on Granting Citizens the Right of Life-long 

Inheritable Land Use with the Right of Alienation; their reconsideration includes the right of alienation of 

all land parcels, not only agricultural lands with the right of life long alienation. As a result, a new Draft 

Regulation on Granting Land Users Paid and Unpaid Land Use rights with the Right of Alienation was 

developed, which includes rights of alienation of all land parcels. This draft regulation was submitted to 

the State Land Committee for consideration in March 2016 and to the relevant ministries and agencies.  

LRFRP conducted informational campaigns on the approved Regulation on Establishing Public 

(Involuntary) Easements between February and March 2016. The informational campaign included 

trainings and roundtables for farmers and local authorities. The campaign also included TV programming, 

with participation from the project’s Policy and Legal Drafting Specialist Shukhrat Shorahmonov, who 

appeared on the Simoi Mustaqili Tojikiston (SMT) TV channel. The TV programming included an 

interview, questions and answers with farmers, and a brief overview of the approved regulation and forms 

for establishing servitude agreements. 

Activity 1.3.2 Implementing regulation on registration of land-use rights and development and 

submission of amendments to the Law on 

Registration of Immovable Property 

In January 2016, the Draft Law on Registration of 

Immovable Property was submitted to the GoT for 

final review. Its approval by the GoT is expected in 

April 2016; following this, the draft law will be 

submitted to the Parliament for final approval. 

From January-March 2016, with support of 

Registration Expert Narynbek Isabekov, LRFRP 

completed preparations for the Model Registration 

Office in the Bokhtar district. LRFRP provided 

technical assistance and equipment (such as 

computers, printers, and scanners), in order to build the capacity of Model Registration Office employees 

who will implement the registration process in compliance with new registration rules. 

Opening Ceremony of Model Registration Office in Bokhtar 

district, March 30, 2016. 
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On March 30, 2016, LRFRP held an opening ceremony of the first Model Registration Office of 

Immovable Property in the Bokhtar district of the Khatlon region with participation from USAID 

Economic Growth Team Lead Ms. Laura Cizmo, USAID Project Management Specialist Mr. Daler 

Asrorov, Deputy Head of the State Committee for Land Management and Geodesy Mr. Nozaninov 

Nusratullo Bodomovich, Director of the State Unitary Enterprise for Registration of Immovable Property 

(SUERIP) Mr. Umariyon Rahmon Fakirovich, First Deputy Chair of the State Unitary Enterprise for 

Registration of Immovable Property (SUERIP) Mr. Kahorov Akram Nabievich, Representative of 

SUERIP in Khatlon Mr. Rustam Zoirov, and Deputy Head of Bokhtar district Mr. Mahmadrasuli Ismoil.  

To date, the project has trained registers from all 12 SUERIP offices throughout the project target area on 

maintenance of registration documents, registration books, application books, and provision of individual 

cadaster numbers to immovable property.  

The Model Registration Office of Immovable Property will simplify procedures by becoming a 

convenient one-stop-shop approach for registration of immovable property. This new registration office 

allows farmers to formalize their property in significantly less time, at a lower cost. All necessary steps 

for preparing requisite land documents will be completed by specialists of the registration office. Most 

significantly, this new system decentralizes the once-heavily bureaucratic system of obtaining land-use 

certificates. This new system virtually cuts the red tape in half - allowing farmers to obtain certificates at 

the district level, instead of the heavy burden of obtaining at the oblast level. 

Activity 1.3.3 Submit amendments to Mortgage Law 

 

The Draft Law on Mortgage has been developed and discussed at the Working Group meeting. It has 

been presented to the Parliament Committee for submission to the GoT as Deputy Initiative in February 

2016. 

 

Activity 1.3.4 Valuation Legislation  

 

During the first quarter of Year 3, the project engaged international expert, Nina Ignatenko, to conduct an 

analysis of valuation legislation and provide necessary recommendations on the development of a 

methodology for market valuation of land parcels.  On February 2, 2016, LRFRP conducted a Working 

Session on Valuation in Tajikistan and presented its analysis of the current situation on land valuation in 

Tajikistan and best international practices. 

The working session brought together 27 specialists and experts form different organizations working on 

valuation in Tajikistan, including the State Committee on Investment and State Property Management of 

the RT, the State Unitary Enterprise on Valuation in Tajikistan, the Associations of Banks of the RT, the 

State Committee on Price Determination, the State Land Committee, SUERIP, and commercial consulting 

companies. 

During the Working Session, the main issues of valuation in Tajikistan and recommendations for 

developing this spear were presented. Experts provided International Standards on Valuation and a 

comparative analysis between the situation in Tajikistan, neighboring countries (Russia, Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Belarus, and Ukraine), the USA, and Germany, and gave valuable recommendations to the 

group. The recommendations included institutional development of appraisers, as well as necessary 

legislative changes. For example, LRFRP proposed to create an association of appraisers in Tajikistan, 

which would ensure further collaboration and development of Standards on Valuation in Tajikistan, 

secure their business, provide a legal basis for developing mechanisms and regulations, and serve as a 

platform to bring together specialist and experts.  

Participants of the Working Session also had an opportunity to discuss the situation on land valuation in 

Tajikistan with colleagues. In terms of legislative changes, the main issue is passing from cadastral 
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normative value to market value. All participants, including State Committee on Investment and State 

Property Management of the RT, State Unitary Enterprise on Valuation in Tajikistan and SUERIP 

supported this initiative and agreed to further collaboration. The project will submit the final report of 

International Valuation Expert with recommendations on developing methodology for market valuation 

of land parcels to USAID in April 2016. 

Activity 1.3.6 Provide analysis and recommendations to the Tax Legislation  

During the reporting period, the project involved a short-term consultant to conduct an analysis on how 

current tax legislation impacts rural land-use and farm restructuring. The project will present the analysis 

to the members of the WG for their review and consideration in April 2016.  

The table below provides information on the process of preparation and approval of laws and regulations: 

 

 

# 
 

Laws and regulations 
 

 
Actions 

 
Period 

 
Status 

 

1 
Draft Regulation on Establishing 
Public (Involuntary) Easements  

Approval by the Government  
Informational campaign  

December 2015 
January – 
February 2016 

v 
v 

2 
Draft Rules on Transacting with 
Land Use Rights in the Land Use 
Rights Market 

Received the signatures of key ministries and agencies  
Additional harmonization with agency on Corruption 
Submission to the GoT for approval 

December 2015 
March 2016 
March 2016 

 
˅ 
v 
In 
process 

3 
Draft Regulation on Use Rights of 
Lands Located within Coastal Lines 
and  Public Territories 

 
State Land Committee decided to postpone the work on 
this regulation  
 

March 2016 ˅ 

4 
Draft Regulation on Granting Land 
Users Paid and Unpaid Land Use 
rights with the Right of Alienation 

Replaced. Regulation on Granting Citizens the Right of 
Life-long Inheritable Land Use with the Right of Alienation  
New draft developed and presented to the WG members 
Sent for consideration of key ministries and agencies  

January 2016 
 
March 2016 

 
In 
process  

5 Law on Dehkan Farms 
Final Approval by Parliament  
Approved by the President of RT 

March 2016 
March 2016 

v 
v  

6 
Government’s decree on “Land 
Policy Concept” 

Draft developed    
Finalized by State Land Committee 
Sent for consideration of key ministries  

December 2015 
January – March 
2016 

v 
v 
In 
process 

7 

Resolution on “On Approval of the 
State Program of Development of 
the Land Policy of the Republic of 
Tajikistan for 2016-2020 years” 

Draft developed    
Finalized by State Land Committee 
Sent for consideration of key ministries  

December 2015 
January – March 
2016 

v 
v 
In 
process 

8 The Law on Mortgage  
Draft developed 
Presented to the Parliament Committee 

February 2016 
˅ 
In 
process 

9 
Law on Registration of Immovable 
Property 

Submission to the GoT January 2016 
In 
process 

Table 1. Land policy and legislation drafting results by indicator 
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Task 2. Build Capacity of Government Officials, Farmers, Civil Society 
Organizations and Other Stakeholders to Capitalize on Land Reform 

During the reporting period, LRFRP increased the capacity of Legal Aid Centers and tashabuskors and 

coordinated their activities to create a platform to increase the dialogue between farmers and local 

government officials.  

Key Result Area 2.1 Sustainable non-public legal aid and awareness services increased. Activity 2.1.1 

Assist LACs to develop and conduct ToTs 

On February 2-4, 2016, LRFRP conducted a training for 30 representatives from 12 LACs and 67 

tashabuskors on the newly approved Regulation on Establishing Public (Involuntary) Easement. The 

training covered detailed information on Establishing Public and Involuntary Easement. Tashabuskors 

shared several cases where farmers had a lot of disputes related to establishing public and involuntary 

easement, and now by approval of the new regulation, these issues may find legal solutions. 

Key Result Area 2.2 Exchange of advice and meeting between peers expanded.   

During the reporting period, the project continued to provide legal advice to farmers through a network of 

twelve LACs and helped to resolve land-related legal issues, defended farmers’ land use rights and 

increase their legal awareness. 

In the second quarter of the Year 3, tashabuskors and 

LACs conducted 518 focus group discussions, 171 

roundtables, 127 trainings, 33 seminars for local 

government officials, and provided 4,857 legal 

consultations to farmers. During the focus groups, 

participants discussed topics such as creation of 

dehkan farms, women’s’ rights to land, Establishing 

Public (Involuntary) Easement (Servitude 

agreement), taxation, inheritable land use rights, 

signing contracts, farm restructuring, and rights and 

responsibilities of local government officials. 

Activity 2.2.2 Promote peer learning and training 

among farmers and among government officials 

During the reporting period, the project continued to promote female head of dehkan farms and 

tashabuskors and organized a regional visit for three successful female farmers from the north of 

Tajikistan to visit Khatlon region. Female farmers from Sughd region shared their experiences and 

conducted 10 trainings on women’s rights to land in 10 jamoats of Khatlon region for 486 women 

farmers.   

The training participants discussed several topics on women’s rights to land including, the right to use land 

parcels, land mortgage, rights and obligations of land users, and termination of land use rights. 

Activity 2.2.3 Cooperation with other projects  

 

On January 26, 2016 the project participated in ethics briefing for USAID Partners conducted by 

USAID’s lead Ethics Official, Marianne Perciaccante, joined with the Mission’s Contracts Officer, Kerry 

West, as well as the Mission’s Resident Legal Officer and Deputy Ethics Official, Rebekah Eubanks. All 

Tashabuskor from Navbahor district conducting focus group on 

Servitude, February 9, 2016, Bokhtar district of Khatlon region 
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USAID Partners had an opportunity to review USAID’s ethics regulations and discuss ethics issues with 

partners and employees. 

During the reporting period, the project participated in the following FTF/T Implementing Partners 

Meetings: 

 On February 12, 2016, LRFRP had an opportunity to share the Regulation on Public 

(Involuntary) Easement approved by the Government of the RT on December 30, 2015, 

Recommendation of the Ministry of Education and Science of the RT to use the Textbook “Basis 

of Land Law” in all universities and high professional educational institutions and developed 

recommendation on Land Valuation in Tajikistan.  

 On March 18, 2016, USAID’s Outreach Department shared new communication tools and new 

USAID communication guidelines. Now, more platforms for communications and publications 

are available for sharing information on projects activities, such as www.exposure.com and 

Twitter.  

 

On February 25, 2016, LRFRP participated in International Alert’s and the European Commission’s 

forum on developing think-tank capacity in Tajikistan. The event brought together experts from different 

organizations working with the Tajik population to discuss the development of analytical research skills 

of civil society institutions in Tajikistan.  

On March 10, 2016, LRFRP was represented by Shahnoz Mamadatoeva, project Valuation and Tax 

Expert at the Conference on "Improvement of access to finance for Tajikistan businesses through 

financial infrastructure development” by International Finance Corporation (IFC) in Tajikistan.  During 

the conference, the State Investment Committee and IFC presented the methodology for valuation of 

movable property and developed materials for improving valuation in Tajikistan. 

 

Key Result Area 2.3 Local officials’ ability to provide beneficial information and services increased. 

Activity 2.3.1 Information corners in jamoats and SUERIP regional offices 

During the reporting period, LRFRP updated informational corners in 12 LACs and provided outdoor 

signs and banners containing brief information on LACs services and activities, as well as information on 

tashabuskors in each jamoat to ensure their visibility in their communities. Additionally, the project 

prepared informational corners containing registration procedures and templates for filling applications in 

newly opened Model Registration Office in Bokhtar district.    

Activity 2.3.2 Capacity building of local authorities through LACs 

During the reporting period, the project developed and printed 5,000 brochures on Establishing Public 

(Involuntary) Easement and distributed to project beneficiaries. The brochure includes information on the 

government regulation and procedures of establishing public (involuntary) and private (voluntary) 

servitude agreements. LRFRP also updated and printed the Women’s Rights to Land brochure (1,060 

copies in Tajik and 200 copies in Russian). The project developed and printed the Law on Dehkan Farm 

brochure (7,000 copies in Tajik and 1,000 copies in Russian) and the Rights and Responsibilities of 

Dehkan Farms brochure (7,000 copies in Tajik and 1,000 copies in Russian).   

Between January–March 2016, LACs conducted 33 seminars for 118 local officials on rights and 

responsibilities of local government authorities, women’s rights to land, and the reorganization of dehkan 

farms.  

Key Result Area 2.4 GoT capacity to develop, implement and monitor land policies, laws, and 

regulations strengthened   

http://www.exposure.com/
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On December 30, 2015, LRFRP received formal conclusion from the Ministry of Education and Science 

of the Republic of Tajikistan that states to recommend to use the textbook “Basis of Land Law” (in 

Russian language) for students of high professional educational institutions in Tajikistan. LRFRP updated 

the “Basis of Land Law” textbook in accordance with the newly approved Law on Dehkan Farms and is 

planning to print and conduct a conference next quarter.  

Activity 2.4.2 Trainings for press secretaries from agencies and ministries and journalists involved in 

the land reform process in Tajikistan 

To improve professional skills and carry out master classes among journalists and press secretaries from 

relevant governmental agencies and ministries such as the Ministry of Agriculture and State Land 

Committee, the project involved public organization Association of Independent Media Tajikistan 

(NANSMIT).   

 

NANSMIT, in close cooperation with LRFRP, conducted an analysis among journalists and press secretaries 

on writing press releases and using multimedia tools. The analysis revealed that 48% of respondents don’t 

use online communication tools and multimedia.  In response, the project developed training modules on the 

use of new technology, including links to background information and editing images.  

 

On March 18, 2016, LRFRP conducted a training on using new multimedia tools for 11 journalists from 

12 targeted districts of Khatlon region and 10 press secretaries from regional State Land Committee and 

Ministry of Agriculture.  

Activity 2.4.3 Facilitate study tours for GoT officials to demonstrate effective government led policy 

and land-tenure governance  

On February 21-28, 2016, LRFRP conducted an 

international study tour to the Kyrgyz Republic and 

Armenia for members of the WG to familiarize the 

members with international best practices in land-use 

rights (specifically land market) as well as the 

mortgage of agricultural land and private land surveys.  

In the Kyrgyz Republic, WG members met with 

deputies of the Parliament, members of the Committee 

on Agricultural Policy, Deputy Minister of 

Agriculture, and the Director of the Department of 

Cadastre and Registration of Immovable Property. 

Participants of the study tour learned about the main 

steps of the land and agrarian reform process in the Kyrgyz Republic, and current land laws and 

regulations. Also, participants had an opportunity to see in practice the whole process of the state 

registration of immovable property starting from receiving the documents up to registering property 

rights. Participants were familiarized with the system of "single window" for registration of immovable 

property, as well as the process of registration of transactions.  

In Armenia, members met with high level officials, including the Chairman of the Intergovernmental 

Working Group on Land Use and Policy, Deputy Minister of  Territorial Administration of the Republic 

of Armenia, Deputy Minister of Agriculture, representatives of the Division of Land Management and 

Land Reclamation, Ministry of Agriculture, State Registration Committee, members of Parliament, and 

Credit organization “Farm Credit UCO”. WG members also visited the Kotays region to review the 

advantages and challenges of land reform in Armenia.  

Meeting of the Members of the Working Group with the 

Parliament of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan, February 22, 2016 

 



15 
USAID Tajikistan Land Reform and Farm Restructuring Project Quarterly Report 

Participants discussed all land legislation, including new Law "On agricultural cooperatives", steps of 

land reform, and the land market in Armenia.  As a result, representatives of the Tajik Parliament and 

State agencies agreed to consider all lessons learned on the land reform process and experience of 

Armenia.   

Task 3. Land Rights and Farm Restructuring Public Information and Awareness 

Key Result Area 3.1 High school students’ awareness of land-related laws and regulations increased  

Activity 3.1.1 Promote Inclusion of land-use rights 

courses in the curricula  

During the reporting period, the grantee Tajagrofond 

conducted trainings for 70 schoolteachers from 577 

schools in 12 districts of Khatlon region on the legal 

studies, trained staff through a series of master classes 

about legal issues related to land reform and farm 

restructuring in Khatlon schools. 24 well-trained 

teachers conducted further trainings for 1144 teachers 

in 577 schools. 

The Project grantee also conducted 12 open classes 

and covered 243 high school students in 12 districts of 

Khatlon region, one per district to show as a model 

lesson for other schools to incorporate this lesson in 

their curricula throughout 12 FTF districts. 1,144 

trained teachers conducted classes in schools and covered 10,186 students. Of these students, 6,231 were 

male and 4,155 were female.  

Key Result Area 3.2 Target FTF population, including local government officials receive information 

through television, radio, and print media. Activity 3.2.1 Radio and TV Programs 

During the second quarter of Year 3, the project continued to collaborate with LLC Simoi Mustaqili 

Tajikiston, and broadcasted six, fifteen-minute radio programs and three, ten-minute TV programs.  

Broadcasted Radio and TV programs covered the following topics:  

 The newly approved Regulation on Establishing Public (Involuntary) Easement and form the 

contract of the private (voluntary) servitude 

 Interviews with representatives of the public education office of Khatlon region on the classes in 

12 schools of Khatlon region 

 Discussion of the new Law on Dehkan Farms (Presentation of the new Law by the Parliament 

deputies) 

 Interviews with farmers about the role of LACs and tashabuskors in supporting farmers in the field 

 

Activity 3.2.2 Newspaper on land reform 

During the second quarter of the Year 3, the project published three monthly newsletters with total 

amount of 15,000 copies.  Topics included:   

Selected trainer is conducting open class at school in 

Qabodiyon district, February 2016 
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 Tajikistan has successfully continued the process of restructuring of large farms to individual and 

family dehkan farms 

 During 2015, 24,170 new small farms were created 

from large farms 

 Land tax rates in 2016 

 LRFRP trains teachers and students in Khatlon 

region on land legislation 

 Study Tour for women activists of Khatlon region 

to the Sughd region 

Key Result Area 3.3 Target FTF population’s awareness 

of the rights increased. Activity 3.3.1 Development of the 

website on LACs activities 

During the reporting period, the “Arbitraj” LAC continued 

to update the LAC website and upload more information. 

Also, LRFRP designated representatives from each LAC to 

provide timely and necessary information, and LAC latest news to include on the website.  The website 

includes general information about each LAC, contact details, proving services, resolved disputes, 

conducted informational activities, trainings, roundtables, public private dialogues and resources. In 

addition, new laws and regulations on land, legal aid, preparations of legal documents and applications 

are available on website.  The Legal Aid Centers’ website link is: www.lac.tj.       

 

 

Task 4. Support the provision of legal advice and other assistance to promote 
farm restructuring and the development of a market in land-use rights  
 

Key Result Area 4.1 Sustainable public information and legal assistance in all FTF district jamoats 

available. Activity 4.1.1 Introduction of the sustainable cost benefit models in 12 LACs Activity  

During the reporting period, the project continued to support LACs sustainability efforts. For 

implementation of this task, LRFRP involved Stevan Dobrilovic, International Legal Aid Sustainability 

Consultant on March 5 -19, 2016. The consultant met with representatives of all six NGOs that are 

providing legal aid services through the LACs and project grantee M. Vector.  

On March 15-17, 2016, LRFRP, together with the 

grantee, developed materials for marketing 

trainings for LACs and tashabuskors.  The 

training included an introduction to marketing, its 

purpose and practical use, detailed description of 

marketing goals, benefits from effective use of 

marketing policy and instruments, problems and 

obstacles faced by LACs in their activities, and 

the role of marketing in development of 

commercialization of organization.  

Participants learned how to work with clients, 

ability to communicate, and ways of solving the 

client’s problem. They were also trained on 

segmentation of the market, evaluation of segments and focus on promising segment and cases of 

successful LACs working in neighboring countries, skills in advertising, creation of client database, client 

Farmers from Vakhsh district reading Agroinform newspaper, 

March 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venera Jabarova, coordinator of LACs Bonuvoni Fardo presents 

marketing plan, Qurghonteppa, March 16, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lac.tj/
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promotion, videos, commercials and advertising presentations.  The training concluded with each LAC 

developing their own marketing plans and customer databases to optimize customer base, review of 

pricing policy and sales systems. Each LAC developed their marketing plans with defined timeframes for 

implementation of its activities.  

Activity 4.1.2 Increase ability of Legal Aid Centers to inform the public of their legal victories in land 

disputes   

On March 10, 2016, LRFRP provided a one-day training to 

staff from the 12 Legal Aid Centers to increase the public’s 

awareness of their services via the news media. LAC staff 

were trained in writing and distributing press releases 

about their successful resolution of legal disputes whether 

in court or through mediation.  The goal of the training was 

to assist LACs in attracting paying clients as the centers 

begin charging for their services in an effort to become 

self-sustaining. Training topics included: how to write 

press releases, writing success stories, using online media 
while conducting press-conferences, and developing 

advertisement materials, as well establishing cooperation 

with media. Additionally, LACs were trained on how to 

write a Communication Strategy and then developed their 

own communication strategies and indicate all activities and time frames to ensure implementation.  

 

Key Result Area 4.2 Number of individual and family dehkan farms in all FTF districts increased. 

Activity 4.2.1 Provision of farm restructuring process 

During the reporting period, the project continued to support the farm restructuring process in the 12 FTF 

districts. Through LACs, LRFRP provided legal advice and consultations for farmers to reorganize and 

create individual dehkan farms. Through a grant program, LRFRP helped issue 1,200 land-use certificates 

to farmers in 10 districts of Khatlon region and reorganized 244 collective farms into individual and 

dehkan farms.  

Activity 4.2.2 Increase potential of women leaders in the FTF/T target area 

On March 9-13, 2016, the project facilitated a regional study tour to Sughd region for 22 female heads of 

dehkan farms and tashabuskors from Khatlon region. Participants visited Jabbor Rasulov district and the 

dehkan farms“Tomiris” and “Madina” headed by Gulsara Umarova.  She told participants how she 

created her dehkan farm and her experiences on the 

protection of the rights of shareholders in the 

economic court of Sughd region and the Supreme 

Economic Court of the Republic of Tajikistan. Tour 

participants were interested in the farming method of 

Gulsara Umarova and had questions related to 

economic issues. They were especially interested in 

the fact that they export their harvest to Russia and 

other CIS countries.  They were interested in the 

methods of management of Dehkan farms by 

women, problems of taxation of dehkan farm, water 

Rational use of land in the Dehkan farm "Tomiris", which 

was an innovation for the tour participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Study tour participant Zarragul Rakhmonov, Head of 

dehkan farm “Zarragul” in a greenhouse of “Madina". 

Seedling cabbages for sale, March 12, 2016 
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supply, and the relationship with the local authorities, the use of technology in agriculture and its 

availability.  

Participants also met with the representatives of the State Land Committee of Sughd region, NGO 

representatives and head of dehkan farm “Khudoiberdiev”, Directors of Public Organizations “Saodat” 

and “Paivandi shahrvandi”. Participants compared the two regions, discussed the issues of intervention 

of public authorities in the activities of dehkan farms, debts of the former farms under reorganization and 

the creation of dehkan farms, certificates to land share, employment records, and employment contracts in 

dehkan farms.  

Participants learned about the “Nazirabonu” dehkan farm and their experience growing flowers to 

landscape Isfara city. Three participants expressed a desire to engage in floriculture or at least to allocate 

land for the cultivation of flowers in their households. All participants were highly inspired by the study 

tour and expressed their motivation to continue farming and cropping new agricultures.     

On April 1, 2016, LRFRP conducted the “Women’s 

Rights to Land” conference for more than 50 female 

farmer activists on how to increase the potential of 

women leaders in Khatlon region. 

Women farmers shared their experience of creation of 

individual dehkan farms, obstacles that they faced in 

creation of dehkan farms, and success they achieved in 

their community after creating individual and family 

dehkan farms. Participants emphasized all support that 

they received from USAID Land Reform and Farm 

Restructuring Project, including legal support and 

information, as well as exchange visits that the project has 

conducted for the last two years. Participants of the 

conference were highly motivated, shared a lot of positive intentions, and thanked USAID and the project 

for all its support.  

  

Conference on “Women rights to land: increase potential of 

women leaders in Khatlon region”, April 1, 2016, 

Qurghonteppa, Khatlon region 
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III. PROJECT SPECIFIC PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
This report includes cumulative results of LRFRP through the second quarter of the final year of 

implementation. The PMEP semi-annual report includes fourteen indicators out of nineteen total, as the 

other indicators are reported annually. The final section contains applicable indicators under the modified 

STARR IQC.  

 

0.1. Number of individuals that have obtained documented property rights as result of USG 

assistance (FTF, STARR) 

Measures the number of individuals in the FtF target areas receiving documented property rights as a 

result of the project’s land reform assistance. “Households” cannot be used as the measurement because 

certificates are not issued at the household level. 

This indicator is measured directly and indirectly. Directly LRFRP through grant to CBO “Mahbuba” has 

assisted farmers in reorganizing collective farms and providing newly created individual and family farms 

with certificates in 12 FTF target districts. Through the life of this activity 2,447 shareholders received 

documented property rights. Also, the project has been continuously assisting SUIRIPs of the target districts 

by providing trainings, organizing internal and external study tours, which issued certificates for total 1,949 

shareholders in second quarter of the third project year. Since project inception, the total number of 

individuals that received documented property rights with the assistance of the project is 54,170. The 

project’s target for the third project year of this indicator is 70,000, which is achieved by 77%. As it is 

observed in the last quarter the number of certificates issued in some FTF districts has decreased which 

could be due to the changes in the procedures for issuing, which is expected to be replaced by a more 

simplified form taken from the registration book. The simplified form will reduce the price of the document 

for land use rights, because compared to current certificate, which is a complex colored printed form with 

watermarks, the new form is a simple document with the stamp of the registrar.  

0.4 Number of previously existing land and natural resource-based conflicts resolved in areas 

receiving USG assistance for land conflict mitigation.  

A number of natural resource-based conflicts existed before project implementation e.g. land, water, road 

conflicts and disputes and resolved in results of project assistance. 

 

During the reporting quarter, 1 dispute that existed prior to project start was been resolved by the project-

supported LAC “Navzamin” in Rumi district.  To date, 23 total land and natural resource-based conflicts 

existing before project implementation were resolved by project-supported LACs. The project’s target for 

this indicator for third year is 30, which is achieved by 80%. 

  

0.5 Number of rural households benefiting directly from USG interventions (FtF).  

Defined as households receiving legal 

assistance, participating in trainings, and 

receiving documented property rights. 

Household is calculated based on the number 

of people with the same surname as members 

of one household. 

Number of households is extrapolated out of 

trainings’, focus groups’ and consultations’ 

participants list by considering people with the 

same surname are members of one household. 

An average was counted as 71% out of total 

individuals are households, meaning that other 29% are members of the same households. Total 

cumulative number of individuals participated in trainings, focus groups and consultations are 
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100,809. Total number of households benefiting directly are 71,574. The project’s target for this 
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1.1 Number of improvements in laws and regulations affecting property rights of the urban and 

rural poor as a result of USG assistance, by stage (STARR, FTF).  

Measures the number of laws, policies, regulations, and administrative procedures improved through 

project assistance.  

 

This indicator was adapted to the FTF indicators, which allow tracking of the number of improvements at 

different stages. Results are tracked for each stage of the law and regulation drafting/improvement process: 

 Stage 1: Analyzed 

 Stage 2: Drafted and presented for public/stakeholder consultation 

 Stage 3: Presented for legislation/decree 

 Stage 4: Passed/approved 

 Stage 5: Passed/implementation has begun 

 

During the reporting period Law on Dehkan Farm and resolution on establishing public easements were 

passed and implementation has begun; the law on valuation was analyzed; and the law on registration of 

immovable property was presented for stakeholders’ consultation and legislation. Currently, two laws 

supported by LRFRP are at the first stage, three regulations are at the second stage, five laws and 

regulations are at the third stage, one law and two regulations are have passed all five stages (see table 

below).  The third year target was set at 14 laws and regulations, which is achieved by 93%. 

 
Table 1 : Status of improvements to laws and regulations Stages 

Number Laws and regulations 1 2 3 4 5 

1 Rules and procedures for registration, forms of registration, registration books, 
petition/application book and serialization of cadaster number of immovable 
property 

   

 

  

2 Law on Dehkan Farm           

3 Resolution on establishing public (involuntary) easements      

4 Draft rules on transacting with land use rights in the land use rights market      

5 Draft resolution on use rights to lands located within coastal lines and public 
territories 

          

6 Law on Mortgage      

7 Law on Registration of Immovable Property       

8 Civil Code      

9 Draft resolution on granting citizens the right of life-long inheritable land use 
with the right of alienation. 

          

10 Government’s decree on “land policy concept”       

11 Resolution on “approval of the state program of development of the land policy 
of the Republic of Tajikistan for 2015-2020” 

          

12 Law on Lease      

13 Law on Land Valuation      
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1.2 Number of consensus-building forums (working groups, public-private dialogues, roundtables, 

etc.) held with project support.  

The number of meetings, roundtables, forums, and 

other venues, in which civil sector actors (i.e. legal 

advocacy representatives, farmers, and others) 

interact with government officials regarding specific, 

demand-driven provisions of land policy and 

legislation. 

Project-supported LACs conducted 171 roundtables in 

the second quarter of third project year in 12 target 

districts. A total of 1174 consensus-building forums 

were held cumulatively for the life-of-project. The 

target for the third year of this indicator is 1200, which 

is achieved by 98%.   

1.3 Percentage of targeted laws that include gender considerations.  

Percentage of all policies/laws/regulations LRFRP lawyers and other Working Group members worked on 

that take into account gender. 

Gender sensitivity is incorporated into all 13 (100 percent) laws and regulations that the project has 

analyzed, drafted, and presented for stakeholders’ consideration.   

2.2 Number of schools teaching land-tenure classes.  
Represents the number of schools where the project organized teaching land-tenure classes. 

 

During the reporting period CBO “Tajikagrofound” conducted open classes on land use rights courses for 

high school students of 12 schools in Khatlon region. During the life of project LRFRP has directly 

conducted land tenure classes in 48 schools of the target districts, which reaches 100% of the target set for 

this indicator. However, LRFRP grantee trained additionally 70 schoolteachers, 24 out of which were 

selected as trainers to conduct further trainings for the rest of teachers in 577 schools of 12 FTF districts.  

 

2.3 Number of people attending USG-assisted facilitated events that are geared toward strengthening 

understanding and awareness of property rights and resource governance-related issues (STARR, 

FTF).  

Number of participants of project-facilitated educational events including short-term trainings, school 

trainings, university courses, roundtables, and other awareness-raising events. 

During the reporting period, 10,495 individuals, including farmers, high school students, teachers and local 

government authorities, have participated in educational events organized by the LRFRP and its grantees. 

Cumulatively, a total of 79,192 individuals have attended LRFRP facilitated events. The target for this 

indicator is 86,146 individuals and is achieved by 92%.  
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2.4 Number of individuals that receive legal aid on land issues in the FTF target districts supported 

by USAID assistance.  

This is a count of all occurrences of individuals 

directly consulted by project-supported legal aid 

centers and tashabuskors, and also individuals 

who receive court representation and other paid 

services.  
During the second quarter of the final project year, 

4,857 individuals received legal and information 

consultations from LACs and tashabuskors. 

Additionally, during the reporting period 4 

disputes were resolved by LAC lawyers. The 

target for Year 3 of this indicator is 18,000 

individuals, which is achieved by 120%.  

 

 
2.5 Number of collective dehkan farms reorganized with USAID assistance.   

Number of collective dehkan farms reorganized 

with USAID assistance in the FTF target 

districts. 

During the reporting period project-supported 

LACs assisted farmers in creating individual and 

family DF. Cumulatively, during the project life, 
644 DF have been reorganized. The target for 

Year 3 is 600, which is achieved by 107 %.  

 

 

 

Mini-

sessions 

for 

women-

farmers

Total Fem Total Fem Total Fem Fem Total Total Fem

1 Shahritus 1610 821 5815 1854 163 105 31 120 71 36

2 Qabodiyon 770 545 4208 2170 66 33 29 125 70 27

3 N. Khisrav 1459 509 3643 1401 99 33 64 127 87 17

4 Jilikul 705 274 4084 1541 104 27 48 116 116 17

5 Jomi 1472 713 5707 2815 130 34 21 101 71 12

6 Qumsangir 1545 514 6586 2154 105 24 41 18 99 11

7 Vakhsh 947 536 3986 1699 112 41 25 14 98 17

8 Khusoron 1103 306 4835 925 113 36 46 19 70 35

9 Bokhtar 1128 417 5313 2771 221 58 30 19 0 0

10 Sarband 978 424 1779 858 159 60 40 21 0 0

11 Yovon 1529 213 8192 576 152 24 15 22 92 5

12 J. Rumi 1621 664 5458 2324 156 40 48 20 106 7

13
Dushanbe/Kurg

honteppa
21 5 205 30 49 96

TOTAL: 14888 59606 1785 818 880

79192

109

245

1215

GRAND TOTAL:

100

66

105

101

60

60

Total

60

68

101

100

40

Table 2. Number of people attending USG-assisted facilitated events that are geared toward strengthening understanding and awareness of property rights                 

# District

Trainings for DF/ 

journalists/teachers
Focus groups for DF

Seminars for gov 

officials

Classes for school 

children/Facultative courses for 

students

Public-private dialogs
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2.6 Percent of disputes resolved to the benefit of the farmers supported by the project 

The project will measure the percent of resolved disputes to the benefit of farmers supported by the project 

from the total number of disputes that were 

registered at LACs. 

 

Out of total 118 disputes including conflicts and 

court cases registered by project-supported LACs, 

110 (93%) were resolved in favor of the farmers 

supported by the project. Target for this indicator 

for the third year states that 70% of all resolved 

disputes should be to the benefit of farmers 

supported by the LACs, which is achieved by 

132%. 

 

 

 

3.1 Percent of cost of LAC services which are covered through fees.  

 Tracks the services provided by legal aid centers for fees as a percentage of overall operating budget in 

order to measure sustainability progress.  

On January 2016, LRFRP has provided LACs with a follow-on grant and new sustainability program, 

according to which they have developed business plans. Since in January month they more involved in 

business plan development process, it was not mandatory for them to provide paid services however most 

of them succeeded. Currently, 15% of the total operating budget of 12 LACs is covered through fees. Target 

for the third year of this indicator is achieved by 100%, but as it is observed, some LACs are facing 

challenges in generating income through paid services and fees. Of twelve LACs working on program 

sustainability, three (Sarband, Khuroson, Vakhsh) have done an exceptional job in providing paid services.           

LAC January February March Average  

J.Rumi  - 5.89 5.89 5.89 

Qumsangir  - 15.31 21.83 18.57 

Shaartuz 7.84 5.17 5.64 6.21 

N.Khusrav 3.55 1.77 1.77 2.36 

Vakhsh 18.16 27 35.03 26.73 

Bokhtar 4.8 4.8 8 5.86 

Sarband 43.47 65.21 38.58 49.08 

A.Jomi 3.2 16 16 11.73 

Khuroson 28.73 100.57 7.18 45.49 

Yovon 14.53 24.22 0 12.91 

Jillikul 1.86 3.58 3.88 3.1 

Kabodiyon 3.03 2.83 3.85 3.23 

Average        15.93 

 

3.3 Number of local government officials supported by USG assistance related to land tenure and 

property rights in FTF zone of influence.  

Tracks number of local government officials from relevant key institutions that participated in educational 

and consensus-building events. Relevant key institutions include organizations affiliated with the SUI 



24 
USAID Tajikistan Land Reform and Farm Restructuring Project Quarterly Report 

“State registration of immovable property”, regional committees on land management, tax offices, 

departments of agriculture, local executive authorities, local self-government bodies etc., at village, jamoat 

(sub-district), district and regional levels in the targeted FTF districts. 

During the reporting period, 118 local government officials participated in events organized by LRFRP-

supported LACs. Cumulatively 1,785 government officials participated in the projects’ events, which 

reaches 99% of the target for the third year under this indicator (1,800 individuals). 

Table 4: Number of local government officials supported by USG assistance related 

to land tenure and property rights 

Type of event 
Total 

Participants 
Female 

Seminars for local government officials conducted by the LACs 1174 371 

Training  for employees of SUERIP 200 13 

Seminars for local government officials on women rights to land 222 121 

Seminar for judges of the Supreme Economic Court and 

subordinate courts on Judicial review of land disputes in 

practice 

40 13 

Study tour for districts' directors of SUERIP 22 0 

Inter - ministerial Working Group members 8 1 

Seminars for press secretaries of the government agencies  13 2 

Trainings for practicing lawyers and local government officials 

on Basis of Tajik Land Legislation 
106 2 

Total 1785 523 
 

3.4 Person hours of training completed by government officials, traditional authority or individuals 

related to land tenure and property rights supported by USG assistance (STARR).  

Represents hours spent by all participants 

(government officials or land users) in educational 

events. Calculated by multiplying the duration of 

training by number of participants.  

During the reporting period, 8,665 person-hours of 

educational events were completed. The events 

have different durations, from 0.5 – 8 hours. Each 

event’s duration is taken into account and 

multiplied by the number of its participants. The 

target of this indicator for the third year is 103,476 

person-hours, which is achieved by 91% (94,130 

person hours). Special reporting 

On June 11th, 2015, a modification to the STARR IQC was executed, which included six new indicators 

to be included if applicable to the project. Out of these six indicators, three (i, v, vi) are new indicators 

which were not in the project’s PMEP and the other two indicators are already reported on (ii-0.1 above, 

iii – 1.1 above, iv – 2.3 above).  In order to provide information on applicable indicators, this section has 

been added to the report.  According to the information that LRFRP is collecting, at this time the project 

can report on two of the three new indicators (v, vi – please see below).  
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v. The number of disputed land and property rights cases resolved by local authorities, contractors, 

mediators or courts as a result of USG assistance.  

LRFRP has been providing assitance to 

farmers resolving land-related legal disputes, 

defending their land use rights, through a 

network of twelve LACs. During the life of the 

project, LACs’ lawyers have resolved 101 

land-related disputes through mediation or 

agreement of parties and 17 cases have been 

resolved through court participation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

vi. The number of land administration and service entities, offices, or other related facilities that 

the project technically or physically establishes or upgrades as a result of USG assistance. 

LRFRP in close cooperation with State Committee on Land Management, Geodesy of the Republic of 

Tajikistan, and SUERIP, has introduced the new rules of state registration of immovable property in 12 

districts of the Khatlon region. LRFRP has developed and presented “Implementation Strategy for 

Establishing the Immovable Property Registration System” for 12 SUERIP regional offices. Also, LRFRP 

has provided SUERIP office in Bokhtar district with in kind grant assist in development of registration pilot 

model office. These efforts can be considered as a technical and physical support of 12 SUERIP offices in 

FTF target districts.  

 

Table 5: Type of land conflict and resolution supported 
by LRFRP 

LAC District 
Court 
case 

Mediation/Ag
reement of 

parties 

Navzamin J. Rumi 1 40 

Mahbuba Qumsangir 0 23 

Mahbuba Vakhsh 5 3 

Ilhom Jomi 0 1 

Ilhom Sarband 0 0 

Arbitrage Yovon 3 3 

Arbitrage Khuroson 3 10 

Tajagrofond Qabodiyon 2 1 

Tajagrofond Jilikul 1 2 

Bonuvoni 
Fardo 

N.Khisrav 0 9 

Bonuvoni 
Fardo 

Shahritus 2 9 

Total   17 101 
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ANNEX A. Success Story 

 
 
 
 

Makhfirat Saidrahmonova, a land activist and head of the dehkan 

farm “Idibek” from Shahritus district faced the problem of 

constantly commuting from the fields back to her home or village 

because it was illegal to set up a camp on her land.  This issue 

was concerning not only Makhfirat, but all farmers working in the 

field. Establishing field camps reduces time spent moving vehicles 

from the village to the place of work and back. Well-equipped field 

camps can create the necessary conditions for cultivation and will 

help improve agricultural production.  

The USAID Land Reform and Farm Restructuring Project 
(LRFRP) in Tajikistan supports the Intergovernmental Working 
Group on Land Reform Management to develop and introduce 
progressive land legislation so that property rights are more 
secure for farmers. For the past two years, LRFRP, in 
collaboration with the Working Group drafted, discussed, and 
finalized the Law on Dehkan Farm.  

After Ms. Saidrahmonova learned about the project and the 
Working Group, she shared the situation on the field and 
advocated the ability to build field camps on their agricultural land 
plots. The Working Group listened to her concerns and decided to 
incorporate her recommendation into the draft law.  

On March 15, 2016, the President of the Republic of Tajikistan 
approved the draft and signed the Law on Dehkan Farms. This 
law now gives farmers the ability to build temporary field on land 
parcels to use them for farming purposes without disturbing the 
agricultural land area. With the support of USAID, Makhfirat 
Saidrahmonova, a female farmer from Shahritus district, was able 
to directly contribute to the newly approved Law on Dehkan 
Farms, giving farmers a voice and say in the process.   

This highlights the importance of addressing the needs of dehkan 
farms and including farmers’ experiences while developing draft 
laws and regulations. Now, farmers believe that their voice is 
heard and that they can directly participate in legislation drafting. 

 

 

Tajik farmers gain a voice and opportunity to contribute to land legislation  

 
Makhfirat Saidrahmonova, tashabuskor 
from Shahritus district discusses the new 
Law on Dehkan Farms during the 
Conference on Women Rights to Land, 
April 1, 2016, Qurghonteppa, Khatlon 
region 

 
 
 
 
 

The USAID Land Reform and 
Farm Restructuring Project 

incorporated farmers’ 
recommendation on building 
temporary field camps into 

the Draft Law on Dehkan Farm 
to assist dehkan farms to 

effectively carry out farming 
activities.  
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ANNEX B. PROJECT BRIEF UPDATE 
 

  

USAID Land Reform and Farm Restructuring Project 

 
Duration 
October 2013 – September 2016 
Implementing organization 
Chemonics International Inc. 
Chynara Arapova 
Chief of Party 
Tel.: (+992) 93 445-47-54 
carapova@landtj.com 
 

 
Woman farmer during exchange visit to Sughd 
region, dehkan farm "Khojai Alo", Isfara district, 
March 12, 2016 
 

 
Model Registration Office now is fully functioning 
Bokhtar district, March 31, 2016 

 

 
USAID Land Reform and Farm Restructuring 
Project. 140/1, Khabib Ahrori Street 
Dushanbe, Tajikistan, 734001 
 
 
 
 
Last updated: March 2016 

 
Project objective 
Within the U.S. Government’s Feed the Future Initiative, the USAID Land Reform 
and Farm Restructuring Project (LRFRP) supports farm restructuring and 
expanding land rights for rural citizens living in the 12 districts of the Khatlon 
Province of Tajikistan. 
 
Situation and solution 
LRFRP strengthens land use rights and establishes conditions for land use rights 
market. The project also works with legal aid centers, tashabuskors, and local 
farmers to enhance their awareness of land-related rights through technical training, 
legal assistance, and public outreach efforts.  
Within the framework of the Feed the Future/Tajikistan (FTF/T) program, LRFRP 
supports the continuing progress of dehkan farm restructuring and recognition of 
property rights leading to a market in land-use rights. In accordance with the FTF/T 
strategy, LRFRP will focus on strengthening land rights for rural citizens living in the 
12 districts of Khatlon region.  
 
Project Accomplishments: 
 
USAID Land Reform and Farm Restructuring Project achieved the following results: 

 The Law on Dehkan Farm was approved by the Parliament and the 
President of the RT on March 15, 2016 under the №1289. 

 Regulation on Establishing Public (Involuntary) Easement was approved by 
the GoT on December 30, 2015 under the №814. 

 Rules and procedures for registration of immovable property were 
approved by the State Land Committee on June 6, 2014 under the #24 and 
registered at the Ministry of Justice on July 7, 2014 under the #750. 

 Opened Bohktar Pilot Model Office for Registration of Immovable Property 
on March 30, 2016. 

 Conducted 3 International Study Tours to Kyrgyzstan for 13 members of 
the WG and representatives of the State Land Committee and SUERIP to 
familiarize with best practices of registration of immovable Property. 

 Members of Land Management WG learned Georgian and Armenian land 
reform experience and developing land market and registration issues. 
Organized monthly inter-governmental working group meetings to promote 
developed laws and regulations and amendments to the current legislation. 

 Helped in implementation of new registration rules and farmers received 
1200 land use Certificates free of charge. 

 Tashabuskors and LACs conducted 4563 focus group discussions, 1412 
round tables, 1211 trainings, and 226 seminars for local officials.  LACs and 
local activists provided 23 746 consultations and legal assistance to 
farmers and resolved 104 land disputes through mediation and 24 court 
cases. 

mailto:carapova@landtj.com
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ANNEX C. MEDIA 
 

During the second quarter of Year 3, LRFRP activities were highlighted in the following media: 

 

Regional TV Channel in Sughd broadcasted TV program on conducted Study Tour to Sughd region for 

22 active women farmers from Khatlon region. The program highlighted main project accomplishments 

and efforts in provision of farm restructuring and support of women to ensure gender equality in the 

fields.  

 

Regional Khatlon Newspaper published an article on Gender issues of Nosirjon Mamurzoda, journalist 

from Khatlon newspaper. 

 

On March 20, 2016, Approved Law on Dehkan Farms was published in Local Newspaper Jumhuriyat 

under the #56-57 (22 878 – 879).  

 

During the reporting period, the project produced three monthly newsletters of “Agroinform TJ”, 

circulating a total of 15, 000 copies. The newsletters highlighted farm restructuring, taxation in dehkan 

farms, training for school teachers and high school students, Study Tour for women farmers, etc. 

 

From January – March, 2016, the project broadcasted three ten-minute TV programs, and six radio 

programs. The main topics of TV programs highlighted activities, interviews with farmers on their rights 

to land, interviews with LAC and tashabuskors on their role in supporting farm restructuring, as well as 

Approved Regulation on Establishing Public (Involuntary) Easement and form the contract of the private 

(voluntary) servitude and discussion of the new Law on Dehkan Farms in the Parliament 

 

On January 29, 2016, US Embassy in Tajikistan 

published on its Facebook page the meeting of   Legal 

Aid Center “Mahbuba” in Vakhsh district with 

USAID representatives and farmers, where the farers 

shared their experience in farm restructuring and 

impact of the implementing project:  
https://www.facebook.com/usembassy.dushanbe/  

 

On February 22, 2016, members of the WG met with 

deputies of the Kyrgyz Republic Parliament, members 

of the Committee on Agricultural Policy, Minister of 

Agriculture and the Department of Cadaster and 

Registration of real estate of the Republic of 

Kyrgyzstan. The event was highlighted in local media: 

http://www.vb.kg/doc/334815_parlamentarii_tadjikistana_i_kr_obmenivautsia_opytom_po_zemelnoy_ref

orme.html 

 

On March 30, 2016, LRFRP conducted Opening Ceremony of Model Registration Office in Bokhtar 

district. The event was highlighted in the following media: 

1. Asia Plus Newspaper  

2. Radio Ozodi – both an article and video on Radio Ozodi website  

3. TV Jahonnamo – TV program  

4. Radio Tajikistan – Radio Program “Kishovarz”  

5. TV Khatlon (Regional TV Channel)   

6. Radio Khatlon – “Hayoti dehot” Radio program  

7. Newspaper USSR  

 

Conference on “Women rights to land: increase potential of 

women leaders in Khatlon region”, April 1, 2016, 

Qurghonteppa, Khatlon region 

https://www.facebook.com/usembassy.dushanbe/
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On April 1, 2016 LRFRP conducted Conference on “Women rights to land: increase potential of women 

leaders in Khatlon region”. The event was broadcasted in local TV Khatlon as well as in the following 

USAID social platforms: 

1. USAID Central Asia Flickr page - https://www.flickr.com/photos/usaidcentralasianrepublics/albums  

2. USAID Central Asia Facebook page - 

https://www.facebook.com/USAIDCentralAsia/posts/1070401549686934  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/usaidcentralasianrepublics/albums
https://www.facebook.com/USAIDCentralAsia/posts/1070401549686934
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Additional Photos for Success Story 
 

 

 

Women farmers from Khatlon region are happy that hear 

about new Law on Dehkan farms   

 

 

Ugulbonu Karimova, 83 years old, shareholder of Dehkan farm 

“Qalai Surkh”, Isfara,  Sughd region, March 12, 2016 

 

 

Participants of the training for LACs on the Law on Dehkan 

farms discussing novelties of the new Law, March 6, 2016 

 

Participants of the training for tashabuskors on the Law on 

Dehkan farms discussing novelties of the new Law, April 7, 

2016 

 


