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One Health residency program: USAID RESPOND contributing to enhance
students experience and strengthen university partnerships

For the past year and a half USAID RESPOND has been partnering with the
College of Veterinary Medicine, Animal Resources and Biosecurity (COVAB) at
Makerere University in Uganda, to establish a residency program for graduate
health professionals focused on One Health collaborations and approaches.
RESPOND, a USAID cooperative agreement grant award, has provided a unique
opportunity to develop this program through its network of universities called
One Health Central and Eastern Africa (OHCEA).

Based on a one-of-a-kind residency program in veterinary public health at the
University of Minnesota, the Makerere One Health residency is an innovative
approach to shift a paradigm in the way health professions and university
students approach challenges to human, animal, and environmental health. The
One Health residency is designed to provide graduate health professionals
(veterinarians, nurses, medical doctors and public health) with a unique hands-

on, applied and experiential learning model, while at the same time connecting
universities to government service and the private sector. Each two-year, One Health residency program, offers
residents exposure to a variety of projects to develop their skills and competency in core capacities (e.g. Epidemiology,
Health Systems, Food Safety and Infectious Disease). The first cohort of one nurse and two veterinarians are expected
to start their residencies in February of 2013.

In 2012, Dr. Sylvia Wanzala travelled from Makerere
University in Uganda to the University of Minnesota to Our Veterinary Pubic Health pesgent
begin her one-year, hands-on residency program at the -
Global Initiative for Food Systems Leadership and Center
for Animal Health and Food Safety, at University of
Minnesota. This was designed to give her one year of
training in One Health competencies in the areas of food
safety, epidemiolgy and statistics, One Health leadership,
infectious diseases, ecosystem and environmental health,
animal and public heath administration and health

systems. Dr. Wanzala is, then, going to translate these
newly learned skills into projects during the second year of her program, and use them to mentor new residents.
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[.[ “ Sylvia’s residency work also includes the participation in local,
national and international policy courses. These courses have

greatly contributed to her ability to network effectively with
stakeholders back in Uganda. She has also been working on
her Executive Masters of Public Health degree, a prerequisite
for all One Health residents, and a model that will be
replicated with future recruits for the program

Finally, Sylvia and the One Health residency program advisor,
Prof. Francis Ejobi, had the opportunity to meet the RESPOND
project director and deputy director in Bethesda, Maryland.
These meetings focused on providing receiving feedback and
suggesting different approaches for the residency program

being developed at Makerere.

The biggest success of this residency program came just a few days after Prof. Ejobi returned to Uganda. Makerere
COVAB submitted a formal grant proposal to RESPOND to establish a One Health residency program at the university.
The grant is intended to expand the residency program through the OHCEA network in just a few short years, to train
One Health professionals from not only Uganda, but also Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, and Tanzania.

Photo captions:

Top: Dr. Sylvia Wanzala, current resident at UMN, and future assistant One Health residency coordinator; Professor Francis
Ejobi (department head Department of Biosecurity, Ecosystems and Veterinary Public Health — COVAB; and One Health
residency program advisor)

Bottom right: Dr. Katey Pelican (RESPOND UMN co-Lead and UMN associate professor), Dr. Sylvia Wanzala, Dr. Dominic Travis
(RESPOND technical advisor and UMN associate professor), and Dr. Jeff Bender (former director Center for Animal Health and
Food Safety, and UMN associate professor) at 5™ annual One Health Partnerships meeting.

Upper left, page 2: Intergovernmental Policy course participants in Washington D.C., with Dr. Sylvia Wanzala in the middle,
second row. The course was aimed at early-career professionals who were also graduate students from University of
Minnesota, North Dakota State University, Washington State University, and University of California, Davis.

U.S. Agency for International Development
www.usaid.gov



