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Joint One Health training in applied epidemiology and field investigation fosters
Thailand’s intersectoral partnerships

Despite Thailand’s success in the country’s
responses to the Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza (HPAI) and HIN1 influenza pandemics in
2004 and 2010, the resulting health impact and
economic loss made Thailand see the need to
strengthen its preparedness and response plans
for emerging infectious diseases (EIDs). In 2011,
Thailand began the process of drafting a new 5-
year National Strategic Plan for Emerging
Zoonotic Diseases (EZD) preparedness,
prevention and control (starting in 2012). The

Plan went through a public hearing exercise for

comments and suggestions in March, 2012. The Dr. Karn Lekakul facilitated a group discussion on risk of zoonotic

key emphasis of this new Strategic Plan is the diseases at Bangkok, Dusit Zoo during field case study exercise.

interdisciplinary and multisectoral collaboration

using One Health approaches. m’hese One Health workshops brought together health \
professionals, livestock and wildlife sectors from five

During Thailand’s response to HPAI/H1N1, provinces to not only share and learn, but to work together

teamwork was strengthened between animal and in training future One Health epidemiologists. | truly

. - believe that this hands-on process of learning will lead to
human health professionals. Building on the ] ) p f ) 9 o
continued cooperation among sectors in the spirit of One

country’s success, RESPOND has been working with Health.”
the Field Epidemiologists Association of Thailand
(FEAT) to conduct multi-sectoral training in applied k Dr. Karn Lekagul, DVM, Dusit Zoo, BangkOk/

epidemiology and field investigation. The goal is to

enhance and expand collaboration between the human health and livestock health sectors, and to include
professionals in wildlife to work as a cohesive group using One Health approaches. The implementing
partner, FEAT, has been strategically involved in shaping policy and coordinating technical, management, and
stakeholder support from the national level, down to the provincial levels of the relevant departments using
multi-disciplinary One Health models.
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During February and March, 2012, two workshops were held
for supervisors/mentors, and field staff. Participants included
78 physicians, nurses, public health staff, veterinarians,
wildlife experts and university lecturers from 5 provinces, as
well as key personnel at the national level from Bangkok. The
training topics included an overview of multi-sectoral
collaboration using One Health models, human health

surveillance, animal health surveillance, emergency

preparedness, and sessions on working across disciplines

through case studies and field exercises to address emerging

Dr. Sopon lamsirithaworn (FEAT) led discussions with
national and provincial mentors who will support

field investigation conducted by multi-disciplinary workshop, each provincial team comprised of mentors and
teams.

infectious/zoonotic diseases. At the end of the second

field investigators from three sectors (Ministry of Public
PARTNERS: Health, DLD/Ministry of Agriculture, and the Department of

e Field Epidemiologists Association of National Parks), selected one or two diseases of concern to

Thailand (FEAT) focus on, based on the province’s ten priority zoonotic

) ) ) o diseases. The teams offered justification of their choices and
e Field Epidemiology Training Program

(FETP), Ministry of Public Health developed objectives, investigation plans and budgets for
Thailand each activity. The diseases/pathogens selected for joint field

) investigations were: West Nile Virus, Q Fever, Tuberculosis,
e FETP-V, Department of Livestock

Development (DLD), Ministry of Melioidosis, and Brucellosis.

Agriculture Following the initial workshops, meetings will be held in five
e Department of Livestock Development provinces to educate and obtain support from supervisors and
(DLD) and Zoological Park Organization relevant stakeholders to carry out the project activities. During

(ZPO), Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperative

fieldwork and investigation, the five teams will receive
support and supervision from mentors, senior staff in the

e Department of Natural Parks, Wildlife provinces, FEAT national level team, CDC, FAO and RESPOND.

and Plant Conservation (DNP), Ministry of To facilitate and share information among teams, and to

Natural Resources and Environment ) . . ) . .
disseminate relevant information on EIDs in Thailand, a

e USAID RESPOND, US-CDC, WHO, OIE, Facebook page was created: Thai OneHealth

FAQ. (https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100003479131759).

It is expected that the field project will be completed in
August, 2012, and the final workshop for presentations of
project findings and results is scheduled to take place in
September 2012.
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