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Building skills of wildlife veterinarians in Thailand through field training

Team of trainees immobilizing a leopard Participants learning how to use PPE for outbreak investigation

The awareness of the role of wild animals in infectious diseases in livestock and humans has been increasing in
Thailand, in particular after serious waves of H5N1 that affected domestic poultry, human and wild birds during 2004-
2008. The agency responsible for monitoring wildlife health and prevention of spill over of diseases from wildlife is the
Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation (DNP), under the Ministry of Natural Resource and
Environment (MNRE). However, the capabilities in animal health surveillance, and diagnostic expertise in Thailand rests
with the Department of Livestock Development (DLD) under the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives (MoAC),
Zoological Park Organization (ZPO), and veterinary faculties in universities. Integrating wildlife health monitoring and
disease surveillance as well as preparing DNP’s staff to be part of multi-sector team to respond to emerging zoonotic
and infectious diseases requires a huge amount of capacity building.

Responding to this capacity building needs, RESPOND has been working with local technical organizations, universities
and international institutions to provided in-service trainings to veterinarians and rangers working in national parks and
conservation areas in Southeast Asia.

In Thailand, RESPOND has been working with the Faculty of Veterinary Science at Mahidol University to design a set of
basic competencies required for wildlife veterinarians in order to fulfill their roles and responsibilities adopting the One
Health approach. A series of four trainings took place during 2011-2012 comprised of four modules:
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(1) Orientation, core professional principles and

knowledge, wildlife diseases and wildlife o _
studies, and the One health approach; | found these trainings very useful in our work.

Before the training, | could see only individual

(2) Wildlife capture and immobilization animals and thought that emerging zoonotic

techniques; diseases were far away. | also gained much

(3) wildlife epidemiology and surveillance; understanding of how wild animals can affect human

. ) . health and the concept of One Health that we have
(4) Field experience for smart patrol, forensic

. — . L to work together across disciplines and sectors.”
investigation and outbreak investigation.

.. ) . “The course is really good because the trainers have
The 15 participants attending the trainings are ) )
. L . i a high level of experience, and they make the
recently recruited veterinarians stationed in 14 ) ] i )
. ! ) exercise and practice on animal anesthesia and
DNP regional offices across Thailand and 1 from ] o ) o
! immobilization quite exciting. We learned so much.”
the Bangkok central office. Most of them have

been providing treatment to sick wild animals “Besides the knowledge and skills, we learned to do
seized from poachers or wildlife traffickers kept team work. We have now become a network of DNP
in DNP wildlife reception centers, and few have vets that can help each other when we need to.”

conducted limited disease surveillance in captive “The DNP region that | am with is planning to start

animals. conducting surveillance on Nipah virus among bats.
RESPOND supported trainings were conducted The training on bat trapping with harp trap and the
through a combination of presentations, filed specimen collection process was very useful to me. |
visits and hands-on activities that serve to build will definitely use it during my work.”

basic necessarily skills for wildlife veterinarians. Participants’ feedback about the capacity building activities.
Subject matter experts and trainers were from

universities in Thailand, Ministry of Public Health,
RESPOND SEA Office, Tufts University, University of Minnesota, OIE, FAO Regional Office for Asia and Pacific and many
international consultants.

Overall, the participants found this series of trainings beneficial to their immediate work. RESPOND has enhanced the
capacity of the first cohort of wildlife veterinarians in Thailand and equipped them with knowledge and skills for their
new challenging tasks.
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