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Preface

The Climate, Nature and Communities in Guatemala (CNCG) program has created the Tropical Timber Products Catalog to
help establish a market for value-added timber products that employ the facilities and services of local communities. The
catalog is also designed to create a wood-processing value chain, which could serve as a model for other regions in the
future.

The program takes an integrated approach to supporting Guatemala in its efforts to reduce the negative effects of climate
change. This approach includes improving natural resource management and biodiversity conservation, establishing
technical and institutional capability, and strengthening the legal and political frameworks related to climate change.

Supported by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the program’s efforts are national in scope
with a focus on the Maya Biosphere Reserve, the Sierra de Las Minas Biosphere Reserve, Alta and Baja Verapaz, and five
of Guatemala’s Western Highlands departments.

{NCG's first objective is to promote the marketing of sustainable products and services from forest communities and
small- and medium-sized enterprises. To achieve this objective, the program provides technical assistance on the
manufacture of high-quality products through both sustainable and social value chains. By stimulating the economies of
forest communities and reducing the CO, emissions that lead to global climate change, the program’s work contributes to
the sustainability of Guatemala's forests.
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Communy forestry and small and medium enterprises in Pefén. Guatemala

“The forest is our life. We live from it. We work for it.” —Tomasita Gomez, Manager, Suchitecos SC

“It is not easy being in the forest for days, but it is so gratifying to witness the beauty of the tropical forest.” —Joel Pacheco, Arbol Verde

From the northern reaches of Guatemala’s Maya Biosphere Reserve, to Alta and Baja Verapaz, and five departments of
the Western Highlands, the Climate, Nature and Communities in Guatemala (CNCG) program —led by Rainforest Alliance-
is promoting sustainable forestry and helping communities and small and medium enterprises (SMEs) to access markets
for responsibly harvested forest products. In the southern Petén — where reforestation is becoming an increasingly
attractive economic alternative for small property owners —CNCG is working to improve land —use practices in compliance
with Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) standards, which safeguard and enhance native forests and biodiversity. In
addition, the program delivers basic business-development support to emerging SMEs that are engaged in reforestation
activities.

USAID and the Rainforest Alliance have been active in the Maya Biosphere since 1990, issuing the first FSC certificates
and providing support, training and marketing assistance to concession holders. The CNCG program works with
governmental agencies, local groups, businesses and forest communities to ensure responsible forest management,
improve livelihoods and put a halt to deforestation and illegal wood extraction.

{NCG's efforts to organize and improve value-added processing in the region has led to the creation of a second-tier
community —owned organization known as FORESCOM. This enterprise plays an increasingly important role in improving
efficiency by organizing the area’s supply of forest products. The program also works directly with purchasing companies,
connecting them to certified community and industrial suppliers and creating market incentives that encourage new
suppliers to seek certification.

As. Suchitecos!

Coop. Carmelita
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Forest Stewardship Council (F3C) perfners in Peten. Guatemala

» Cooperativa Comunitaria Carmelita

» Asociacion Comunitaria Arbol Verde

» Asociacion Comunitaria Suchitecos

P Asociacién Comunitaria Laborantes Del Bosque
b Asociacidn Comunitaria El Esfuerzo

» Asociacion Comunitaria Costucel

» Asociacién Forestal Integral San Andrés Petén (AFISAP)

» BAREN Comercial
b Gibor, SAA.
¥ Productos Forestales Industrializados de Guatemala (PROFIGSA)

¥ Empresa Comunitaria de Servicios del Bosque {FORESCOM)
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Tool handles (for utensils and musical inslruments)
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Aout the Rainforest Aliance

One of the founders of the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), the Rainforest Alliance has 25 years of certification
experience and is a globally respected pioneer in the field of sustainable forestry. With the launch of SmartWood in 1989,
we developed the first global forestry certification program and were the first organization to harness market forces as a
tool for forest conservation. Since then, we've worked in more than 70 countries and all forest types, collaborating with
native communities, small businesses, nonprofit organizations, governments and Fortune-500 companies alike.

The Rainforest Alliance is the world’s largest FSC®-accredited forest-management certifier by area and has certified the
greatest number of community and indigenous operations according to FSC standards. Today, our certification and
auditing services are implemented and managed by our RA-Cert Division, which oversees all audits, evaluations and
certification/verification/validation decisions.

For more information, please visit www.rainforest-alliance.org




Rainforest Aliance contact information

Guatemala
(arlos G. Zuastegui V.

Rainforest Alliance Business & Marketing Specialist
czuastequi@ra.org

www.rainforest-alliance.org
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This catalog was made possible with the support of the American People through the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID). The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of the
Rainforest Alliance and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government.




