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Donald Underwood, Founder
Director of Events
Sounds of Summer
4911 7th PL NE
Washington, DC 20017

Dear Grantor,

  Sounds of Summer (SOS) is a major outreach initiative project in Washington, DC, driven to educate and en-
lighten residents on the risks of HIV and AIDS. SOS management is conscious of the changing demographics in 
the Washington, DC Metropolitan, New York City and Central California areas and are dedicated to growing and 
adapting our programs to meet their needs. We target multicultural populations at-risk, infected, and affected 
by the H.I.V and AIDS virus. This includes ex-offenders, L.G.B.T (lesbian, gay, black, transgender), sexually 
abused, mentally ill, drug abusers, and others. Funding for the Sounds of Summer Awareness Concert will start 
the pilot the pilot for annual outreach events that will positively affect the lives of thousands. To include the following:
 

• “1st Annual Sounds of Summer Concert’ Live On The National Mall”
• “L.G.B.T Pride Carnival”
• “God Has Not Forgotten Conference” (Ex-offenders and Convicts Only)
• “Hear Us Walk-A-Thon”

Sounds of Summer is respectfully requesting a grant in the amount of 150,000.00 for the 1st Annual Sounds of 
Summer H.I.V and AIDS Awareness Concert.

                    Our board of directors are enthused about this program and delighted to launch it in an effort to be the 
most inclusive and culturally competent organization for those in communities abroad who need services. At 
the conclusion of the pilot year this event will be a success. The organization is committed to integrating a por-
tion of the projects' yearly expenses into an annual operating budget to maintain this event as an integral part 
of the organization. The Sounds of Summer project will serve as a primary source for referring individuals in-
fected, and at-risk to healthcare facilities, community clinics, and support centers in and around the Washing-
ton, DC area and abroad.

          Thank you in advance for consideration of funding request. We are excited for you to become a sponsor 
for the Sounds of Summer Awareness Events. Should you have any questions in the interim, please feel free to 
contact Donald Underwood, Founder at (240)552-6551 or SoundsofSummerNatl@gmail.com. Your earliest re-
sponse is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Donald Underwood
Owner

EST. 2014



          匀漀甀渀搀猀 漀昀 匀甀洀洀攀爀⠀匀伀匀⤀ 眀愀猀 攀猀琀愀戀氀椀猀栀攀搀 戀礀 䐀漀渀愀氀搀 唀渀搀攀爀眀漀漀搀 琀漀 挀爀攀愀琀攀 愀 瀀漀爀琀愀氀 琀漀 栀攀愀氀琀栀挀愀爀攀 猀攀爀ⴀ
瘀椀挀攀猀Ⰰ 愀挀琀椀瘀椀琀椀攀猀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 猀甀瀀瀀漀爀琀椀瘀攀 爀攀猀漀甀爀挀攀猀 琀栀愀琀 瀀爀漀瘀椀搀攀 琀栀攀 猀瀀攀挀椀ö挀 渀攀攀搀猀 漀昀 琀栀漀猀攀 愀琀ⴀ爀椀猀欀Ⰰ 椀渀昀攀挀琀攀搀 愀渀搀 愀昀ⴀ
昀攀挀琀攀搀 戀礀 琀栀攀 䠀⸀䤀⸀嘀 愀渀搀 䄀䤀䐀匀 瘀椀爀甀猀⸀ 匀伀匀 愀搀搀爀攀猀猀攀猀 琀栀攀 栀攀愀氀琀栀Ⰰ 猀漀挀椀愀氀Ⰰ 爀攀挀爀攀愀琀椀漀渀愀氀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 氀漀最椀猀琀椀挀愀氀 渀攀攀搀猀 漀昀 
琀栀攀 洀椀渀漀爀椀琀礀 瀀漀瀀甀氀愀琀椀漀渀 椀渀 琀栀攀 圀愀猀栀椀渀最琀漀渀Ⰰ 䐀䌀 愀爀攀愀⸀ 匀攀爀瘀椀渀最 椀渀搀椀瘀椀搀甀愀氀猀 眀漀爀氀搀眀椀搀攀 琀栀爀漀甀最栀 愀 瘀愀爀椀攀琀礀 漀昀 
瀀爀漀最爀愀洀猀Ⰰ 匀伀匀 瀀氀愀渀猀 琀漀 戀攀 琀栀攀 氀愀爀最攀猀琀 愀渀渀甀愀氀 愀眀愀爀攀渀攀猀猀 攀瘀攀渀琀 椀渀 琀栀攀 渀愀琀椀漀渀✀猀 挀愀瀀椀琀愀氀⸀ 吀栀攀 洀椀猀猀椀漀渀 椀猀 琀漀 
栀攀氀瀀 椀洀瀀爀漀瘀攀 瀀漀瀀甀氀愀琀椀漀渀猀 戀礀 攀渀挀漀甀爀愀最椀渀最Ⰰ 攀洀瀀漀眀攀爀椀渀最Ⰰ 愀渀搀 攀渀氀椀最栀琀攀渀椀渀最 琀栀漀猀攀 椀渀昀攀挀琀攀搀 愀渀搀 愀û攀挀琀攀搀 戀礀 
䠀䤀嘀⼀䄀䤀䐀匀 䠀䤀嘀⼀䄀䤀䐀匀 琀漀 洀愀椀渀琀愀椀渀 愀 栀攀愀氀琀栀礀 愀渀搀 椀渀搀攀瀀攀渀搀攀渀琀 氀椀昀攀猀琀礀氀攀 琀漀 洀愀砀椀洀椀稀攀 琀栀攀椀爀 焀甀愀氀椀琀礀 漀昀 氀椀昀攀⸀

          匀伀匀 椀猀 挀漀渀猀挀椀漀甀猀 漀昀 琀栀攀 挀栀愀渀最椀渀最 搀攀洀漀最爀愀瀀栀椀挀猀 椀渀 瘀愀爀椀漀甀猀 愀爀攀愀猀 愀渀搀 搀攀搀椀挀愀琀攀搀 琀漀 最爀漀眀椀渀最 愀渀搀 
愀搀愀瀀琀椀渀最 瀀爀漀最爀愀洀猀 琀漀 洀攀攀琀 琀栀攀 渀攀攀搀猀 漀昀 琀栀漀猀攀 愀琀ⴀ爀椀猀欀 琀漀 䠀⸀䤀⸀嘀 愀渀搀 䄀䤀䐀匀⸀ 吀栀攀 匀漀甀渀搀猀 漀昀 匀甀洀洀攀爀 瀀爀漀樀攀挀琀 
眀椀氀氀 瀀爀漀瘀椀搀攀 挀漀洀瀀爀攀栀攀渀猀椀瘀攀 愀挀挀攀猀猀 琀漀 栀攀愀氀琀栀 愀渀搀 猀漀挀椀愀氀 猀攀爀瘀椀挀攀猀 昀漀爀 琀栀漀猀攀 椀渀 渀攀攀搀⸀

          倀爀漀最爀愀洀 漀戀樀攀挀琀椀瘀攀猀 椀渀挀氀甀搀攀 攀渀猀甀爀椀渀最 琀栀愀琀 愀 洀椀渀椀洀甀洀 漀昀 ㌀Ⰰ㔀　　 瀀攀爀猀漀渀猀 眀椀氀氀 戀攀 琀攀猀琀攀搀 愀渀搀 攀搀甀挀愀琀攀搀 
搀甀爀椀渀最 漀甀爀 攀瘀攀渀琀Ⰰ 椀渀挀爀攀愀猀椀渀最 琀栀攀 渀甀洀戀攀爀 漀昀 椀渀搀椀瘀椀搀甀愀氀猀 椀渀昀漀爀洀攀搀 漀昀 琀栀攀椀爀 猀琀愀琀甀猀⸀ 圀攀 眀椀氀氀 攀渀最愀最攀 愀 洀椀渀椀ⴀ
洀甀洀 漀昀 㔀Ⰰ㔀　　 瀀攀漀瀀氀攀Ⰰ 椀渀挀爀攀愀猀椀渀最 漀甀爀 愀渀渀甀愀氀 爀攀昀攀爀爀愀氀猀 猀椀最渀椀ö挀愀渀琀氀礀 琀漀 挀漀洀洀甀渀椀琀礀 挀氀椀渀椀挀猀Ⰰ 瀀愀爀琀渀攀爀椀渀最 渀漀渀ⴀ
瀀爀漀ö琀 漀爀最愀渀椀稀愀琀椀漀渀猀 ⠀猀甀瀀瀀漀爀琀 挀攀渀琀攀爀猀⤀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 栀攀愀氀琀栀挀愀爀攀 瀀爀漀瘀椀搀攀爀猀 眀椀琀栀椀渀 琀栀攀 最攀漀最爀愀瀀栀椀挀 愀爀攀愀猀 愀渀搀 最爀愀渀琀 
瀀攀爀椀漀搀⸀ 䄀昀琀攀爀 琀栀攀 瀀椀氀漀琀 瀀栀愀猀攀 漀昀 琀栀攀 瀀爀漀最爀愀洀 栀愀猀 戀攀攀渀 挀漀洀瀀氀攀琀攀搀Ⰰ 琀栀攀爀攀 眀椀氀氀 戀攀 愀搀搀椀琀椀漀渀愀氀 瀀爀漀最爀愀洀猀 
瀀栀愀猀攀搀 椀渀⸀

          伀甀爀 猀甀瀀瀀漀爀琀 挀愀渀 瀀氀愀礀 愀 瘀椀琀愀氀 爀漀氀攀 椀渀 琀栀攀 氀椀瘀攀猀 漀昀 琀栀攀 洀椀渀漀爀椀琀礀 椀渀 琀栀攀 圀愀猀栀椀渀最琀漀渀Ⰰ 䐀䌀Ⰰ 䴀愀爀礀氀愀渀搀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 嘀椀爀ⴀ
最椀渀椀愀 愀爀攀愀⸀ 䄀挀挀漀爀搀椀渀最 琀漀Ⰰ 䴀愀爀礀氀愀渀搀 䐀攀瀀愀爀琀洀攀渀琀 漀昀 䠀攀愀氀琀栀 愀渀搀 䴀攀渀琀愀氀 䠀礀最椀攀渀攀 䌀攀渀琀攀爀 昀漀爀 䠀䤀嘀 匀甀爀瘀攀椀氀氀愀渀挀攀Ⰰ 
䔀瀀椀搀攀洀椀漀氀漀最礀 愀渀搀 䔀瘀愀氀甀愀琀椀漀渀Ⰰ 䴀愀爀礀氀愀渀搀 栀愀猀 戀攀挀漀洀攀 琀栀攀 ㈀渀搀 猀琀愀琀攀 眀椀琀栀 琀栀攀 栀椀最栀攀猀琀 椀渀昀攀挀琀椀漀渀 爀愀琀攀 椀渀 琀栀攀 
唀⸀匀⸀ 䤀渀 ㈀　㄀㈀Ⰰ 琀栀攀爀攀 眀攀爀攀 愀瀀瀀爀漀砀椀洀愀琀攀氀礀 ㈀㤀Ⰰ㐀㜀㜀 挀愀猀攀猀 漀昀 瀀攀漀瀀氀攀 氀椀瘀椀渀最 眀椀琀栀 琀栀攀 䠀䤀嘀 瘀椀爀甀猀⸀ 䰀椀瘀椀渀最 挀愀猀攀猀 漀昀 䠀䤀嘀 
愀爀攀 琀礀瀀椀挀愀氀氀礀 洀椀搀搀氀攀ⴀ愀最攀搀 愀搀甀氀琀猀 ⠀㘀㄀─⤀ 愀洀漀渀最 愀搀甀氀琀猀 愀最攀猀 㐀　ⴀ㔀㤀⸀ 一攀眀 搀椀愀最渀漀猀攀猀 漀昀 䠀䤀嘀 愀爀攀 琀礀瀀椀挀愀氀氀礀 
礀漀甀渀最 愀搀甀氀琀猀 ⠀㔀㈀─⤀ 愀洀漀渀最 愀搀甀氀琀猀 愀最攀猀 ㈀　ⴀ㌀㤀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 琀栀椀猀 瀀爀漀瀀漀爀琀椀漀渀 漀昀 渀攀眀 搀椀愀最渀漀猀椀猀 栀愀猀 椀渀挀爀攀愀猀攀搀Ⰰ 愀氀洀漀猀琀 
搀漀甀戀氀椀渀最 昀搀漀甀戀氀椀渀最 昀爀漀洀 ㄀㘀─ 椀渀 ㈀　　㌀ 琀漀 ㌀㄀─ 椀渀 ㈀　㄀㈀⸀ 䄀洀漀渀最 氀椀瘀椀渀最 愀搀甀氀琀⼀愀搀漀氀攀猀挀攀渀琀 挀愀猀攀猀 漀昀 䠀䤀嘀 椀渀 䴀愀爀礀氀愀渀搀 琀栀攀爀攀 
眀攀爀攀Ⰰ 㜀㤀㄀⸀㌀ 挀愀猀攀猀 瀀攀爀 ㄀　　Ⰰ　　　 洀愀氀攀猀 愀渀搀 㐀　㄀⸀㠀 挀愀猀攀猀 瀀攀爀 ㄀　　Ⰰ　　　 昀攀洀愀氀攀猀⸀ 䠀漀眀攀瘀攀爀 琀栀攀 瀀爀漀瀀漀爀琀椀漀渀 漀昀 渀攀眀 
䠀䤀嘀 搀椀愀最渀漀猀攀猀 琀栀愀琀 眀攀爀攀 洀愀氀攀 椀渀挀爀攀愀猀攀搀 昀爀漀洀 㘀㌀─ 椀渀 ㈀　　㜀 琀漀 㜀㌀─ 椀渀 ㈀　㄀㈀⸀

          匀漀甀渀搀猀 漀昀 匀甀洀洀攀爀 瀀爀漀樀攀挀琀 眀椀氀氀 椀渀琀爀漀搀甀挀攀 漀甀爀 猀攀爀瘀椀挀攀猀 琀漀 愀渀 攀砀琀爀攀洀攀氀礀 甀渀搀攀爀ⴀ猀攀爀瘀攀搀 瀀漀瀀甀氀愀琀椀漀渀⸀ 䄀猀 愀 
爀攀猀甀氀琀Ⰰ 眀攀 眀椀氀氀 爀愀椀猀攀 愀眀愀爀攀渀攀猀猀 愀渀搀 琀栀攀 爀愀琀攀 漀昀 氀椀瘀椀渀最 瀀攀爀猀漀渀猀 愀氀爀攀愀搀礀 椀渀昀攀挀琀攀搀 眀椀琀栀 䠀䤀嘀Ⰰ 眀栀椀氀攀 搀攀挀爀攀愀猀椀渀最 
琀栀攀 瀀攀爀挀攀渀琀愀最攀 漀昀 渀攀眀 椀渀昀攀挀琀椀漀渀 搀椀愀最渀漀猀椀猀⸀ 夀䔀匀℀ 圀攀 戀攀氀椀攀瘀攀 琀栀攀爀攀 椀猀 栀漀瀀攀 昀漀爀 琀栀漀猀攀 椀渀昀攀挀琀攀搀 眀椀琀栀 䠀⸀䤀⸀嘀 愀渀搀 
琀栀攀爀攀 椀猀 瀀爀漀琀攀挀琀椀漀渀 昀漀爀 琀栀漀猀攀 愀琀ⴀ爀椀猀欀⸀

          吀栀攀 琀漀琀愀氀 挀漀猀琀 漀昀 椀洀瀀氀攀洀攀渀琀愀琀椀漀渀 漀昀 漀甀爀 匀漀甀渀搀猀 漀昀 匀甀洀洀攀爀 䄀渀渀甀愀氀 䄀眀愀爀攀渀攀猀猀 䌀漀渀挀攀爀琀 椀猀 ␀㌀㌀㌀Ⰰ　　　⸀ 
圀攀 愀爀攀 爀攀愀挀栀椀渀最 漀甀琀 琀漀 漀琀栀攀爀 猀瀀漀渀猀漀爀猀 愀渀搀 最爀愀渀琀漀爀猀 昀爀漀洀 戀漀琀栀 挀漀甀渀琀礀 愀渀搀 挀椀琀礀 最漀瘀攀爀渀洀攀渀琀猀⸀ 夀漀甀爀 椀渀瘀攀猀琀ⴀ
洀攀渀琀 眀椀氀氀 猀攀挀甀爀攀 琀栀攀 昀甀渀搀椀渀最 渀攀攀搀攀搀 琀漀 椀洀瀀氀攀洀攀渀琀 琀栀椀猀 瀀椀氀漀琀 瀀爀漀樀攀挀琀 愀渀搀 眀攀 愀爀攀 攀砀挀椀琀攀搀 愀戀漀甀琀 琀栀攀 瀀爀漀猀ⴀ
瀀攀挀琀 漀昀 瀀愀爀琀渀攀爀椀渀最 眀椀琀栀 礀漀甀⸀ 吀栀愀渀欀 礀漀甀 昀漀爀 挀漀渀猀椀搀攀爀椀渀最 漀甀爀 爀攀焀甀攀猀琀⸀

䔀砀攀挀甀琀椀瘀攀 匀甀洀洀愀爀礀



Sounds of Summer program for HIV and AIDS awareness and prevention is greatly needed. The Mary-
land Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 
(CDC), estimates that 1,144,500 adults/adolescents living in MD had HIV at the end of 2010. 15.8% of the 
Maryland population were undiagnosed. During 2012, 1,415 people were diagnosed with HIV, and 829 
people were diagnosed with AIDS. Since 2012 the survival rate has increased, however new cases of HIV 
diagnosis have doubled. Below are the Maryland adult/adolescent living with HIV by Region;

• Suburban Washington 31%
• Baltimore City 41%
• Suburban Baltimore 17%
• Southern 2%
• Eastern 2%
• Western 2%
• Corrections 5%

  This particular illness H.I.V (Human Immunodeöciency Virus) is a lentivirus which cannot be cured, but 
only treated. If this virus is not detected and treated early, HIV develops into AIDS (Acquired Immune 
Deöciency Syndrome). Even with treatments these viruses have great effects on the body causing fa-
tigue, rashes, headaches, muscle and joint pains, sore throat, fever, etc.. Risk factors for HIV and AIDS in-
cludes; unprotected sex (anal, oral, vaginal), shared needles by drug users, or gestational. Sexually Trans-
mitted disease, STD, exposure can also make one more susceptible to contracting the virus. The home
less population also exhibits several risk factors. However, there is no absolute way to know whether 
you are infected unless you are tested!

          Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender, (LGBT) may receive improper health care because of poor 
treatment from providers who are uncomfortable with their lifestyles. In addition, clients who are em-
ployed and diagnosed with HIV or AIDS may need to take time off, leave or lose their jobs for treatment, 
resulting in lack of income. This will cause a hardship of their income being depleted from the costs of 
healthcare. This includes newly diagnosed patients with HIV and AIDS in jeopardy of losing their health 
insurance, custody of their children, or their housing because of discrimination, periodic hospitalization, 
and insuand insurance health risks. Even if someone has access to coverage, many insurers will not cover individ-
uals diagnosed with HIV or AIDS. For these reasons and more, this Sounds of Summer project is crucial 
to the minority in the DC metropolitan area. 
 
However, there is no absolute way to know whether you are infected unless you are tested! The minority 
we target through this project are among the most under-served people, people of color, ex-convicts, 
homeless, LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender), and low-income individuals.

If the Sounds of Summer project were not undertaken, low-income persons at-risk would not be able to 
receive education on prevention in a modern and more conventional way. Since the people we serve 
are minority, including the homeless, they have limited access to similar resources that may be available 
in other areas. 

Needs Statement
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In order for Sounds of Summer to achieve our objectives, our board of directors plan to employ 
the methods and strategies listed below. We have total conödence in these methods, as they 
have been tested over a number of completed surveys throughout the Washington, DC area. 
They have also been preferred by two of our fellow nonproöt organizations whose client popu-
lation are minority.

Objectives

• Ensure that a minimum of 3,500 people are tested at our event.
•• Administer tests to at least 5,500 people annually.
• Register more than 5,500 people into our database annually.

Strategies

 Our annual Sounds of Summer event is absolutely free, however getting tested is your ticket 
in! Yes, we intent to hold an annual concert featuring National Recording Artists ABSOLUTELY 
FREE! FREE! In order to gain access to the event you must be tested. Test results are given to individu-
als by professional counselors at the concert or mailed to their homes by request. This will 
ensure that a great number of people will be tested.

 Through our Hear Us Walk-A-Thon we will have tabling provided by our professional partner-
ing organizations. Professionals will educate others on the risks of HIV and AIDS and direct 
them to our on-site testing area. Our professional partners will also be equip with ample 
amounts of female and male condoms provided by Sounds of Summer.

 All year around we will collect information on the demographics in the Washington, DC area 
by using our professional street team. Our street team will collect data on over 55 people 
monthly by using surveys. They will also demonstrate how to;
Properly apply a male and female condom on mannequin reproductive organs.

 Sounds of Summer will give out General Nutrition Store (GNC) gift cards and prizes to concert 
participants who can correctly answer questions on H.I.V and AIDS.

  We are partnering with a professional production company that has agreed to record and      
broadcast the entire concert and event from; Red carpet arrivals, performances, and backstage 
footage. A portion of the DVD proceeds will go towards our annual operating budget.

Methods & Strategies



Currently, program facilitators administer both a pretest and post-test to our partici-
pants in order to measure the information that is learned. Tests are administered 
before and after every Sounds of Summer event; including but not limited to, Sounds 
of Summer Hear Me Walk-A-Thon, Sounds of Summer Annual HIV and Aids Awareness 
Concert, and every event Sounds of Summer hosts. During our annual Sounds of 
Summer concert event, we will educate the audience on the effects, causes, and pre-
ventative measures that can be taken to prevent HIV and Aids. Post each event ques
tions will be directed towards our participants to see what our event has taught them. 
Prizes are given out to the audience members selected that answers each question 
correctly. At the conclusion of each event, we also ask participating facilitators to com-
plete a detailed evaluation questionnaire so we can continue to önd new and innova-
tive ways to improve an already excellent program.

          Sounds of Summer program will also be regularly evaluated by an professional 
panel of outside evaluators. It is our goal to teach our generation to become good 
stewards of their health and the environment. The Sounds of Summer programs coor-
dinator and fund raising specialists are working to develop a more sophisticated, yet 
practical, evaluation process to measure the more long-term impact of the program 
with the minority who participate.

          Data collected will help guide our board of directors to construct and implement 
new avenues for newer goals, strategies, and events. Data collected will also be shared 
with funding companies and sponsors annually.

Progress Evaluation



 Over the months to come, Sounds of Summer plans to approach several new grant 
makers for support. Because of your reputation and dedication to your grantees, 
we’re delighted to submit our request to you exclusively for our new project. We 
handle our endeavors very delicately and we believe your company will excel in 
sponsorship with becoming part of this amazing implemented program.

                    All of our volunteers have been overly committed to making Sounds of 
Summer the best program for HIV and Aids awareness. We intend to employ volun-
teers to ensure they are compensated for their hard work and efforts. Sounds of 
Summer plans to hire a fundraising consultant who will work closely with our board 
of directors to create a dynamic fundraising plan. Our strategic fundraising plan will 
incorporate an expanded annual giving program. Building a large individual re-
sourceful information database will complement Sounds of Summer's successful 
grant seeking program to help ensure our prosperous önancial future. Our dedicated 
groups of volunteers have helped build the core of Sounds of Summer's revolving 
successful trends.

Sustainability of Funds


