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LAPOP – Vanderbilt University 
Observatorio de la Democracia – Universidad de los Andes 

Quarterly Report: July-September, 2014 

This was a period dedicated to (1) launching and dissemination of the 2013 report; (2) 
coordinating the design of CSDI municipalities oversample for 2014; (3) ongoing activities 
of the Observatorio de la Democracia (OD). 

Accomplishments 

1. Launching and dissemination of the 2013 report 

- The OD organized an event to launch the 2013 report on August 13th.  In the event 
professors Mitchel A. Seligson, Juan Carlos Rodriguez Raga and Miguel García 
Sánchez presented the main results of the 2013 study on democratic culture and 
the peace talks in Colombia. The presentation took place at Los Andes University in 
Bogotá at an open forum. The event was attended by USAID representatives, 
representatives from AECID (the Spanish Agency for International Development 
Cooperation), the ambassadors of Dominican Republic and Costa Rica, a group of 
Colombian senators and former senators, among others.  

- Further dissemination of the 2013 report included the following presentations: 

o On 23/07/2014 the OD coordinated a seminar with Georgia State University 
at Los Andes University. The seminar focused on transitional justice. 
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Professor Juan Carlos Rodriguez Raga presented a lecture on the peace 
talks and transitional justice.  

o On 09/04/2014 Professor Miguel García presented de 2013 report to the 
Centro Nacional de Consultoria’s (CNC) staff and directorate. The 
presentation took place at the CNC office in Bogotá. Present at the event 
were Carlos Lemoine, Cristina Querubin, CNC’s statisticians and CNC’s 
interviewers, among others. 

o On 09/11/2014 Professor Miguel García presented the 2013 report to the 
Corporación Pensamiento Siglo XXI, a corporation related to the Colombian 
Conservative Party. The presentation was coordinated with the help of 
Gabriel Serrano, from the IRI, and it took place at the Jockey Club in Bogota. 
The event included the participation of Colombian congressional 
representatives and members of the Conservative and Centro Democrático 
parties. Luis López from Dattis was in charge of helping Miguel García with 
matters related to public relations.  

o On 09/17/2014 a meeting was coordinated with Alejandro Eder, Director of 
the ACR (Agencia Colombiana para la Reconciliación), to present to ACR 
directors the 2013 report. The presentation of the report was going to be in 
charge of Professor Juan Carlos Rodríguez Raga, and some members of 
Dattis agreed to accompany him. Unfortunately, at last minute, Alejandro 
Eder cancelled the meeting. The presentation will be rescheduled.  

o On 09/17/2014 Dattis coordinated a meeting with the DNP (Departamento 
Nacional de Planeación). Professor Juan Carlos Rodriguez Raga presented 
the 2013 report to Diego Maldonado (Coordinator of Peace and 
Development), Claudia Alejandra Gélvez Ramírez (Director of Justice, 
Security and Government) and Adela del Pilar Parra González (Sub director 
of Justice and Government). 

o On 09/18/2014 the OD coordinated at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Bogota a 
meeting and breakfast with journalists to present the main findings of the 
2013 report. Dattis was in charge of contacting the journalists and 
confirming their assistance. The following journalists attended the event: 

Media Name of journalist 
Semana Carolina Villamil 
El Tiempo Francisco Valbueno 
La República Simón Granja 
Caracol radio Juan Fraile 
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Primera Página William Varela 
El Nuevo Siglo Armando Gonzalez 

 After the event, Dattis organized a report on the publications made by 
different media about the 2013 report. The publications are listed below:  

Media Headline Link 
Sección opinión 
del Diario del 
Otún  
(Guillermo 
Pineda Zuluaga) 

¿Quién tiene la razón en el proceso 
de paz? 

http://www.eldiario.com.co/seccion/OPINION
/qui-n-tiene-la-raz-n-en-el-proceso-de-paz-
1409.html 

Columna en El 
Tiempo 

Arriba la polarización, abajo el 
unanimismo 

http://www.eltiempo.com/opinion/columnist
as/arriba-la-polarizacion-abajo-el-
unanimismo-maria-isabel-rueda-columnista-
el-tiempo/14565718 

Semana Mejor las mujeres http://www.semana.com/confidenciales/artic
ulo/mejor-las-mujeres/403446-3 

La República 
(web e impreso) 

Hay aceptación de los ciudadanos 
para trabajar con desmovilizados, 
según encuesta 

http://www.larepublica.co/hay-
aceptaci%C3%B3n-de-los-ciudadanos-para-
trabajar-con-desmovilizados-seg%C3%BAn-
encuesta_169966 

El Tiempo (web) Crece apoyo popular al posconflicto 
en el país: 
Colombianos dispuestos al perdón y 
reconciliación con las Farc creció 7,5 
% entre el 2013 y el 2014. 

http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/justicia/cre
ce-apoyo-popular-al-posconflicto-en-el-
pais/14556480 

Diario del Huila 
(web) 

Más colombianos apoyan el proceso 
de paz 

http://diariodelhuila.com/opinion/mas-
colombianos-apoyan-el-proceso-de-paz-
cdgint20140919081209167 

Caracol radio 
(Web) 

Barómetro de las Américas midió 
apoyo de los colombianos a proceso 
de paz 

http://www.caracol.com.co/noticias/actualida
d/barometro-de-las-americas-midio-apoyo-
de-los-colombianos-a-proceso-de-
paz/20140918/nota/2420286.aspx 

Caracol radio 
(Web) 

Crece apoyo de los colombianos 
hacia el proceso de paz 

http://www.caracol.com.co/noticias/actualida
d/crece-apoyo-de-los-colombianos-hacia-el-
proceso-de-
paz/20140918/nota/2421084.aspx 

Semana.com Los colombianos no confían en la 
política 

http://www.semana.com/enfoque/articulo/los
-colombianos-no-confian-en-la-
politica/399468-3 

El Espectador 
(web) 

Colombianos quieren la paz, pero 
sin concesiones a la guerrilla 

http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/paz/co
lombianos-quieren-paz-sin-concesiones-
guerrilla-articulo-511974 

El Espectador 
(web) 

Colombia desaprueba presencia 
política de las Farc según Barómetro 
Internacional 

http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/nacion
al/colombia-desaprueba-presencia-politica-
de-farc-segun-ba-articulo-507395 

Columna en El 
Espectador de 
Luis Carvajal 
Basto  

Las FARC, en contravía  http://www.elespectador.com/opinion/farc-
contravia-columna-508416 

Semana  La derecha es la nueva fuerza 
política del país 

http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/la-
derecha-es-la-nueva-fuerza-politica-del-

http://www.eldiario.com.co/seccion/OPINION/qui-n-tiene-la-raz-n-en-el-proceso-de-paz-1409.html
http://www.eldiario.com.co/seccion/OPINION/qui-n-tiene-la-raz-n-en-el-proceso-de-paz-1409.html
http://www.eldiario.com.co/seccion/OPINION/qui-n-tiene-la-raz-n-en-el-proceso-de-paz-1409.html
http://www.eltiempo.com/opinion/columnistas/arriba-la-polarizacion-abajo-el-unanimismo-maria-isabel-rueda-columnista-el-tiempo/14565718
http://www.eltiempo.com/opinion/columnistas/arriba-la-polarizacion-abajo-el-unanimismo-maria-isabel-rueda-columnista-el-tiempo/14565718
http://www.eltiempo.com/opinion/columnistas/arriba-la-polarizacion-abajo-el-unanimismo-maria-isabel-rueda-columnista-el-tiempo/14565718
http://www.eltiempo.com/opinion/columnistas/arriba-la-polarizacion-abajo-el-unanimismo-maria-isabel-rueda-columnista-el-tiempo/14565718
http://www.semana.com/confidenciales/articulo/mejor-las-mujeres/403446-3
http://www.semana.com/confidenciales/articulo/mejor-las-mujeres/403446-3
http://www.larepublica.co/hay-aceptaci%C3%B3n-de-los-ciudadanos-para-trabajar-con-desmovilizados-seg%C3%BAn-encuesta_169966
http://www.larepublica.co/hay-aceptaci%C3%B3n-de-los-ciudadanos-para-trabajar-con-desmovilizados-seg%C3%BAn-encuesta_169966
http://www.larepublica.co/hay-aceptaci%C3%B3n-de-los-ciudadanos-para-trabajar-con-desmovilizados-seg%C3%BAn-encuesta_169966
http://www.larepublica.co/hay-aceptaci%C3%B3n-de-los-ciudadanos-para-trabajar-con-desmovilizados-seg%C3%BAn-encuesta_169966
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/justicia/crece-apoyo-popular-al-posconflicto-en-el-pais/14556480
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/justicia/crece-apoyo-popular-al-posconflicto-en-el-pais/14556480
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/justicia/crece-apoyo-popular-al-posconflicto-en-el-pais/14556480
http://diariodelhuila.com/opinion/mas-colombianos-apoyan-el-proceso-de-paz-cdgint20140919081209167
http://diariodelhuila.com/opinion/mas-colombianos-apoyan-el-proceso-de-paz-cdgint20140919081209167
http://diariodelhuila.com/opinion/mas-colombianos-apoyan-el-proceso-de-paz-cdgint20140919081209167
http://www.caracol.com.co/noticias/actualidad/barometro-de-las-americas-midio-apoyo-de-los-colombianos-a-proceso-de-paz/20140918/nota/2420286.aspx
http://www.caracol.com.co/noticias/actualidad/barometro-de-las-americas-midio-apoyo-de-los-colombianos-a-proceso-de-paz/20140918/nota/2420286.aspx
http://www.caracol.com.co/noticias/actualidad/barometro-de-las-americas-midio-apoyo-de-los-colombianos-a-proceso-de-paz/20140918/nota/2420286.aspx
http://www.caracol.com.co/noticias/actualidad/barometro-de-las-americas-midio-apoyo-de-los-colombianos-a-proceso-de-paz/20140918/nota/2420286.aspx
http://www.caracol.com.co/noticias/actualidad/crece-apoyo-de-los-colombianos-hacia-el-proceso-de-paz/20140918/nota/2421084.aspx
http://www.caracol.com.co/noticias/actualidad/crece-apoyo-de-los-colombianos-hacia-el-proceso-de-paz/20140918/nota/2421084.aspx
http://www.caracol.com.co/noticias/actualidad/crece-apoyo-de-los-colombianos-hacia-el-proceso-de-paz/20140918/nota/2421084.aspx
http://www.caracol.com.co/noticias/actualidad/crece-apoyo-de-los-colombianos-hacia-el-proceso-de-paz/20140918/nota/2421084.aspx
http://www.semana.com/enfoque/articulo/los-colombianos-no-confian-en-la-politica/399468-3
http://www.semana.com/enfoque/articulo/los-colombianos-no-confian-en-la-politica/399468-3
http://www.semana.com/enfoque/articulo/los-colombianos-no-confian-en-la-politica/399468-3
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/paz/colombianos-quieren-paz-sin-concesiones-guerrilla-articulo-511974
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/paz/colombianos-quieren-paz-sin-concesiones-guerrilla-articulo-511974
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/paz/colombianos-quieren-paz-sin-concesiones-guerrilla-articulo-511974
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/nacional/colombia-desaprueba-presencia-politica-de-farc-segun-ba-articulo-507395
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/nacional/colombia-desaprueba-presencia-politica-de-farc-segun-ba-articulo-507395
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/nacional/colombia-desaprueba-presencia-politica-de-farc-segun-ba-articulo-507395
http://www.elespectador.com/opinion/farc-contravia-columna-508416
http://www.elespectador.com/opinion/farc-contravia-columna-508416
http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/la-derecha-es-la-nueva-fuerza-politica-del-pais/394412-3
http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/la-derecha-es-la-nueva-fuerza-politica-del-pais/394412-3
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o On 09/18/2014 Dattis coordinated a meeting with the Director of Colombia 
Joven. The OD presented the 2013 report, placing a special emphasis on the 
opinion and democratic attitudes of the youth ofthe country. The 
presentation ws attended by the Director of Colombia Joven, Juan Carlos 
Reyes and the Director’s Advisors Nicolás Díaz and Ricardo Muñoz.  

o On 09/19/2014 one of the OD’s research assistants, María Camila Angulo, 
represented the OD at the Implementing Partners meeting of the Office of 
Democracy, Human Rights and Governance of USAID. The OD presented a 
project overview, the budget of the project, its geographical coverage and 
current challenges.  

2. Coordinating the design of CSDI municipalities oversample for 2014 

- On September, USAID and the OD began to coordinate the questionnaire and 
sample design for the 2014 study on CSDI municipalities. With the help of LAPOP 
and Vanderbilt University, the OD defined the list of municipalities that are going to 
be included in the sample and the design of the questionnaire, taking into account  
USAID’s requests and needs.  In addition, the OD consulted with the CNC some 
technical issues on the sample design, regarding which municipalities should be 
included in the study to avoid unbalancing the sample. The final draft of the 
questionnaire and the definitive oversample were sent to USAID. The oversample 
schedule was established as follows: 

o Delivery of the number of regions and questionnaire draft: Sept. 9th  
o Feedback from USAID on questionnaire draft and regions: Sept. 17th 
o Second questionnaire draft and selection of municipalities: Sept. 24th 
o Final feedback on questionnaire and sample design: October 1st 
o Field work: October 22nd 
o Data analysis: December 1st-15th  
o Results delivery (presentation): December 17th 
o Report delivery: February 2nd (digital version); February 17th (printed version)  

 
3. Observatorio de la Democracia (OD) 

- The OD was involved in all activities related to dissemination activities for the 2013 
report. 

- The OD has been responding to numerous information and data requests by civil 
society organizations and universities, including information on attitudes towards 

http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/la-derecha-es-la-nueva-fuerza-politica-del-pais/394412-3
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demobilization, reintegration, gender issues, trust in political institutions, and 
elections, among other topics. Some of these requests come from people living in 
regions other than Bogotá, which show the interest of the project across  the entire 
nation. 

- The OD is experiencing technical difficulties with its website 
(www.obsdemocracia.org). A technical update has been requested to the website 
host, Red Design Systems. They already sent the OD a proposal and quote 
indicating the changes that should be carried out  to the website in order to 
overcome the difficulties that the OD has been experiencing.  

- The OD has been meeting with Dattis each Thursday of every week to work on 
scheduling presentations of the 2013 report, and in preparing the upcoming 
presentations.  

What was not accomplished 

Although the Colombian data for the 2014 study is already available, the writing of the 
2014 report on Colombia in comparative perspective is still on hold awaiting the 
completion of data gathering in all countries. 

The dissemination of the mini-series on the Millennium goals has been delayed given 
some technical problems with the OD’s web page which are being addressed.  

Work plan for the next quarter 

Observatorio de la Democracia (OD) 

- During the next quarter, the OD will send to regional universities packages 
including copies of previous years’ reports and the 2013 report.  

- The OD will sign an agreement with Red Design Systems to solve the technical 
difficulties of the webpage. 

- The OD will coordinate with the CNC the fieldwork for the 2014 oversample on 
CSDI municipalities. In addition, the OD will begin the data analysis and will prepare 
the presentation of the study's results.  

- The OD will begin drafting the 2014 report once Vanderbilt sends the final version 
of the Colombia database.  

- The OD will keep meeting with Dattis each Thursday of every week to ensure the 
coordination of further dissemination events.  

- The OD will keep organizing meetings for further dissemination of the 2013 report. 
To the date, some of the meetings in the next quarter are as follows: 

http://www.obsdemocracia.org/
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o On 10/2/2014 the OD will meet with the Fundación Liderazgo y Desarrollo. 
Two of the attendees will be Alvaro Forero (Director) and Lina Sierra (Project 
coordinator).   

o On 10/16/2014 the OD will meet with the Confederación de ONGs to 
present the results of the 2013 report. Some of the ONGs attending will be: 
 Federación Antioqueña de ONG 
 Federación de ONG del Quindío 
 Fedecaribe 
 Federación de ONG de Santander 
 Asociación Cristiana de Jóvenes 
 Asociación de Fundaciones Petroleras 
 Fundación Cepei (Centro De Pensamiento Estratégico Internacional) 
 Fundación Cepsiger (Desarrollo, envejecimiento y transcurso de la 

vida) 
 Fundación Mario Santo Domingo 
 Fundación Peydi (servicios dirigidos a desarrollar y fortalecer 

capacidades y comportamientos estratégicos en: Individuos, 
Familias, Grupos, Organizaciones y Redes) 

 Fundación Social 
o On 11/21/2014 the OD will give a presentation at the UN. Dattis contacted 

José Ricardo Puyana, Coordinator of Democratic Governability at UNDP and 
the meeting was agreed on the date mentioned. The audience will be about 
50 persons, mainly from the UNDP, including directors and coordinators of 
the office.   

Issues of importance for USAID/Colombia 

The 2014 Americas Barometer/LAPOP study on Colombia, currently in progress, will 
complete 11 years of annual studies on the attitudes, beliefs, behavior, and values of 
Colombian citizens regarding their political institutions. The 2014 study will be particularly 
important since: (a) It involves studies done simultaneously in 27 countries in the region; 
and (b) It focuses, among other issues, on the 2014 general election and on evolving 
attitudes towards the peace talks between the national government and the FARC. With 
the launching of the comparative 2014 study, the AmericasBarometer/LAPOP on Colombia 
will make an even stronger impact on the scholar and policy communities.  
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New dissemination strategies, designed by Dattis, will be used to address the need to 
reach specific audiences, including government agencies and officials and decision-makers, 
elected officials and policy-makers, NGOs, and the media. 

Analysis of the progress towards the targeted levels of performance 

The 2014 round completes 11 years of gathering and disseminating valuable data and 
information, including comparative data from 27 countries in the Americas. We are very 
grateful to LAPOP at Vanderbilt for helping us grown and mature into an institution of 
unprecedented quality and visibility in Colombia.   This round focuses, among other issues, 
on citizens’ perceptions and behavior related to the general election in Colombia in 2014. 
Moreover, the 2014 study will be a highly valuable source of information regarding 
Colombians’ evolving attitudes towards peace and the conflict, the current peace talks, and 
the post-conflict scenario, which are the most important issues in Colombia today.  

The Observatorio is consolidated, and we consider this a central achievement in institution 
and local capacity building, as envisioned in the original project. This goal is being 
accomplished at Universidad de los Andes but other educational institutions and policy-
making agencies are increasingly making use of the AmericasBarometer data in teaching 
and research activities, as well as in policy-making processes. The reach of the information 
provided by the study has been importantly expanded with the help of Dattis as the firm in 
charge of the communication strategy of the Observatorio. The increasing interest on the 
AmericasBarometer data by highly placed representatives of the National Government 
(such as chief negotiator Mr. Humberto de la Calle) is clear evidence of this. 

The OD remains concerned that it has not yet been informed of future plans and 
opportunities to continue its relationship with USAID beyond the of the current 
Cooperative Agreement, which expires on June, 2015 
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