






























FOREWORD
The 2013 Bangladesh Urban Health Survey (UHS) is the second of this kind of survey conducted in 
Bangladesh which contains information collected through a micro-level interview of communities, 
households and individuals throughout the City Corporation areas, municipalities and large towns 
with population over 45,000. The first UHS was conducted in 2006. The main objective of the 2013 
UHS is to provide policy-makers and program managers with detailed information on key health 
outcomes and service utilization indicators in slums and non-slums areas of City Corporations, and 
other urban areas in Bangladesh. The 2013 UHS also examined contribution of public, private and 
NGO sectors in utilizing various health services among urban population. Analysis of intra-urban 
differences in key health outcomes between 2006 and 2013 is a special feature of the survey that 
demonstrates progress towards better health and challenges ahead.

The preliminary results of the 2013 UHS, with its major findings, were shared with the stakeholders 
through a dissemination seminar in October 2014. The final report contains detailed analysis of 
findings addressing the important urban health issues including maternal and child health, family 
planning, migration etc.

The 2013 UHS revealed that Bangladesh has made progress in improving overall health of the 
marginalized slum population. The intra-urban differentials have narrowed for most of the health 
indicators between 2006 and 2013. In 2013, the fertility is below replacement level in all urban areas, 
indicating that the HPNSDP TFR goal of reaching 2.0 births per woman has already been achieved in 
urban areas. Maternal health has also articulated a success story for urban areas since it showed 
expected progress in ANC visits and using skilled providers for delivery. However, the disparity 
between slums and non-slum areas still prevail. 

I hope that the survey results would be useful for monitoring as well as development of urban health 
programs focusing underserved groups, especially the slum population.

The successful completion of the 2013 UHS was made possible by the contributions of a number of 
organizations and individuals. I deeply appreciate the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and the United Kingdom’s Department for International Development (DFID) 
for providing financial support. I would like to thank NIPORT, MEASURE Evaluation, University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA, icddr,b and the Associates for Community and Population 
Research (ACPR) for the effort they put into implementing the 2013 UHS.

(Syed Monjurul Islam)
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PREFACE

The 2013 Bangladesh Urban Health Survey (UHS) is a representative household survey of slums and 
non-slums of City Corporations and other urban areas that was implemented through a collaborative 
effort of the National Institute of Population Research and Training (NIPORT), Measure Evaluation, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA, and icddr,b. Associates for Community and Popula-
tion Research, a Bangladeshi private research agency, conducted the field survey in the City Corpora-
tion areas, municipalities and large towns with population over 45,000. The financial support for the 
survey was provided by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the 
United Kingdom’s Department for International Development (DFID).

The 2013 UHS is a follow-up survey conducted after seven years from the first UHS conducted in 
2006. Primarily the survey was designed to examine the changes in the health and service utilization 
profile of the urban population with explicit attention to examine differences between slum and non-
slum groups. The information collected in the 2013 UHS will be instrumental in determining direc-
tions for the urban health program in Bangladesh. Data concerning important urban health issues like 
migration, fertility and family planning, maternal and newborn health, childhood mortality, child 
health, feeding practices, and nutritional status etc. are crucial in designing policies and programs. 
Hopefully, intra-urban differentials in health service utilization between two surveys will be helpful to 
demonstrate an increased commitment to improving the lives of urban people in Bangladesh.

The Technical Review Committee (TRC) consisted of experts from government, non-governmental 
and international organization as well as researchers and professionals working in Health Nutrition 
and Population Sector put forth their valuable opinion in major phases of the survey. In addition, a 
Technical Working Group (TWG) was formed with the representatives from NIPORT, icddr,b, 
USAID/Bangladesh, and MEASURE Evaluation for designing and implementing the survey. I would 
like to extend my gratitude and appreciation to the members of the TRC and TTF for their contribu-
tions at different phases of the survey.

I express my heartfelt thanks to the professionals of MEASURE Evaluation, University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill, USA, and icddr,b and the staff of Associates for Community and Population 
Research, and the professionals of research unit of NIPORT for their sincere efforts in successful com-
pletion of the survey.

(Mohammad Wahid Hossain ndc)












































































































































































































































































