
 

 

Redesigning PIPAA: Integral Agricultural 
and Environmental Protection Program  
 USAID supports 
Guatemala’s efforts to 
build the capacity of 
PIPAA 

PIPAA is a key instrument in 
encouraging the participation in 
exports of small and medium 
scale producers associated with 
production chains, particularly of 
garden produce in the Feed The 
Future (FTF.)  
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The Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, and Food (MAGA, 
Spanish acronym) in Guatemala has established sanitary, 
phytosanitary, and safety rules for agricultural exports and a 
system to verify quality through the Integral Agricultural and 
Environmental Protection Program (PIPAA, Spanish acronym). 

PIPAA’s objectives are to: a) prevent, control, and eradicate 
pests of quarantine and economic importance from plants; b) 
develop phytosanitary regulations to support the 
competitiveness of producers; c) determine the phytosanitary 
status of plagues by geographic zones, assisting phytosanitary 
emergencies; d) process, analyze, and verify phytosanitary 
surveillance information, providing the necessary infrastructure 
support; e) monitor the epidemiologic phytosanitary conditions 
and implement necessary phytosanitary measures; f) log inputs 
available for agricultural use and approve export protocols for 
agricultural products; g) record agricultural production units and 
community production organizations; and h) assist in the 
negotiation of protocols for the import of vegetable and maintain 
a surveillance system for plagues and exotic and endemic 
diseases. 

The evaluation of and proposal for the institutional building of 
PIPAA, conducted/developed with the support of the USAID 
Policy Regulatory Support for Economic Growth (PRS) Project, 
provided PIPAA with legal certainty of its institutionality; led to 
obtaining and managing necessary financial and economic 
resources; provided stability to the technical personnel 
resources that are part of it; and reaffirmed a public/private 
model to drive the program that proved to be efficient and 
effective.  

The proposed institutional changes to PIPAA, already 
implemented by MAGA, provide legal, technical, and strategic 
certainty to Guatemala’s agricultural exports, especially those 
of small and medium sized producers, particularly of vegetable 
crops in the Feed the Future region. 


