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Launching the Zero Hunger Pact in San
Juan Atitlán 

The Zero Hunger Pact is an 
invitation from the Government of 
Guatemala to all sectors to join 
efforts and invest resources to 
reduce chronic malnutrition in 
children under five years of age. 

The Zero Hunger Plan outlines 
the interventions required to reach 
the objectives of the Zero Hunger 
Pact. 

The results of the Zero Hunger 
Pact and their impact indicators 
have been defined to guide 
planning, multi-annual budgeting 
(2013-2015), and annual 
budgeting (2013). 

USAID supports the 
development of the 
Zero Hunger Pact 

In Guatemala, chronic malnutrition affects an average of one in 
two children under five years of age, whose weight is typically 
low for their age, with the highest prevalence among rural and 
indigenous populations. If not addressed within three years, the 
effects on a child’s physical and mental development become 
irreversible. As a result, chronic malnutrition is often referred to 
as a “life sentence” because of these lifelong consequences 
caused by the deprivation of essential nutrients during the 
crucial, early years of a child’s life resulting in stunted growth 
and diminished brain development. Children affected by chronic 
malnutrition will never be able to reach their full potential, 
having had their educational and employment opportunities 
limited at an early age. Consequently, this promotes poverty 
from generation to generation creating a vicious cycle that 
reduces the possibilities of human development and generates 
losses in health, education, employment and wealth. 

To combat malnutrition and its effects, the USAID Policy 
Regulatory Support for Economic Growth (PRS) Project 
supported the Secretariat of Food and Nutritional Security 
(SESAN, Spanish acronym) in the development of the Zero 
Hunger Pact.  The Pact aims to reduce chronic malnutrition by 
10 percent by the year 2015; improve protein and calorie intake 
in families with food insecurity; improve the income of infra-
subsistence and subsistence farmers; and reduce maternal and 
infant mortality. In addition to supporting the Pact, the PRS 
project, in coordination with the Ministry of Finance, has also 
supported the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food and 
the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources in 
coordination to the Ministry of Finances to develop their 
institutional strategic and operational plans and budgets so they 
are results-oriented and aligned with the Pact’s objectives. By 
aligning budgets to Pact objectives, the government will be able 
to track the efficacy of the resources invested. 

The Government of Guatemala has made the reduction of 
chronic malnutrition a priority and with the support of the PRS 
Project, the donor community, the private sector, and civil 
society, and has launched an extensive awareness campaign 
to position food security as a high priority issue on the political 
agenda.  


