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INTRODUCTION  
 

ABOUT ALBA  
 
The Assistance to Legislative Bodies of Afghanistan (ALBA) project is a four-year 

technical assistance initiative funded by the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID), implemented by Development Alternatives, Inc. (DAI). Work 

under the project supports the development of the Afghan Parliament to enable it to 

operate as an independent and effective legislative, representative and oversight body.  

 

USAID’s overarching Assistance Objective (AO) 1 for Democracy and Governance in 

Afghanistan is “Improved performance and accountability of governance.” Five 

intermediate results (IRs) comprise this AO. ALBA supports the third IR, “Strengthened 

governance and service delivery at national and sub-national levels.” Specifically, ALBA 

supports the following sub-IR: “Institutional capacity and oversight capacity of elected 

bodies at all levels strengthened.”  

 

ALBA will assist in the continued development of the Afghanistan Parliament as a 

strong, effective, and independent parliamentary institution. The four key areas of the 

program are: Legislative Support; Oversight; Outreach; and Institutional Development of 

the Parliament with a major focus on the commissions as a vehicle for many of ALBA’s 

activities.  

 

USAID designed ALBA to prepare both Houses of Parliament for greater self-reliance. 

ALBA builds on the foundation of USAID’s previous programs while expanding support 

to the Meshrano Jirga (MJ). This approach includes capacity development aimed at 

immediate and long-term application for practical, on-the-job learning as Members of 

Parliament (MPs) and staff reduce reliance on embedded advisors and engage in 

legislative, oversight, and outreach activities alongside government, civil society, and 

private sector actors. 
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CHAPTER I: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

The report period largely coincided with the final weeks of the Spring 2014 legislative 

session, the Summer 2014 recess period and the start of the Fall 2014 legislative 

session for the Afghan Parliament.  As such, it featured support to, and passage of, 

several key pieces of legislation as well as a concentrated training program within the 

API.  However, as with the previous quarter, the Presidential and Provincial Council 

elections held in early April 2014 figured largely in this report period, as the crisis related 

to the Presidential election results both delayed the formation of a new Administration 

and the establishment of the new Provincial councils.  In a practical sense this meant 

that there were periods during which MPs were largely absent from both Houses, 

preventing quorum from being achieved (this was most acute during the first weeks of 

the Fall 2014 session) and forcing the postponement of planned program activities 

(such as the orientation session for incoming Senators, which depended on the 

establishment of the Provincial Councils).  Nevertheless, the report period was busy, 

and progress was made on several key program indicators.  Internally, the program 

made a successful transition to a local Afghan DCOP, as well as incorporating several 

new key staff including a Communications Advisor and a Fellowship Program Manager.       

 

Under Objective One – Strengthened Legislative Processes, the Commission 

Support Units formed for the Banking Law and the Procurement Law worked with their 

Commissions to analyze, discuss, and amend the laws before the Summer 2014 

parliamentary recess, and then these were taken up in September once the Parliament 

resumed sitting.   As part of its continuing efforts to build the capacity of commission 

staff, ALBA conducted workshops on several pieces of priority legislation for staff of the 

Secretariats of both Houses, including the Anti-Money Laundering Law and the Law to 

Counter the Financing of Terrorism, as well as the Procurement and Banking Laws.  

ALBA’s legislative team also began work on next edition of the Legislative Bulletin, with 

a focus on legislative analysis.  In addition, ALBA finalized and distributed the End-of-

Session Reports for the two Houses, detailing the legislative actions taken by the 

plenaries and commissions over the past Parliamentary session. 

 

Under Objective Two – Improved Oversight, ALBA continued to support the 

Parliamentary Anti-corruption Caucus (PACC) as they officially announced the 

formation of their group and received recognition within both Houses. ALBA supported 

PACC members to organize and execute activities during the parliamentary recess and 

following the resumption of Parliament the PACC began outreach to CSOs on the 

nascent system of Access to Information. ALBA also engaged the leadership of the 

Budget and Economic Commissions of both Houses to ensure that there is an effort to 
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oversee the implementation of the initial components of the Anti-Money Laundering / 

Countering the Financing of Terrorism Laws.  In the area of capacity building, ALBA 

delivered several training courses aimed at enhancing the ability of the staff of the 

Secretariats to support oversight activities of the Parliament, including data 

management, Qatia (public accounts), and the procurement system of the government 

of Afghanistan.   

 

Under Objective Three – Increased Outreach, ALBA engaged with a variety of CSOs, 

including the Afghan Justice Organization, an Afghan non-profit that works in the areas 

of anti-corruption, rule of law, and anti-terrorism, and Integrity Watch Afghanistan, a 

respected actor in the anti-corruption sector to plan joint conduct of activities in the area 

of anti-corruption involving the PACC. ALBA hired several new members for its outreach 

team, which will enable ALBA to expand on the successful program of provincial visits 

for commissions during the upcoming session, as well as continuing to facilitate 

productive CSO-Parliament interactions.  In addition, ALBA began joint planning with 

USAID partners Internews, Counterpart International and Democracy International on a 

series of outreach initiatives, including a program to train the cadre of Afghan journalists 

who regularly cover Parliamentary affairs.  

 

Under Objective Four – Increased Institutional Development, ALBA worked 

extensively with the Speaker of the Meshrano Jirga and his Secretary General to 

expand on ALBA’s support to the Upper House during the last year. To this end, ALBA 

developed and delivered a program of API courses for the summer recess period in 

coordination with the Capacity Building Units of both Houses. Training topics included 

the National Budget 1393 and 1392 Qatia, the Procurement Law and System of 

Afghanistan, Camera Video Recording and Editing Skills, Writing Effective Reports, 

Database Training, and Strategic Planning for Administrative Units.  Preparations were 

also made for the Parliamentary Fellowship program – successfully launched in 

September – wherein 45 recent graduates from Law and Political Science faculties of 

various universities were placed within the directorates and commissions of both 

Houses.  This program will most likely be expanded due to a strong demand from 

Commission Chairs and Department Heads of the WJ and MJ. 
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CHAPTER II: SUMMARY OF PROGRAM 

OBJECTIVES AND RESULTS 

OBJECTIVE ONE – STRENGTHENED LEGISLATIVE PROCESSES 

Task 1.1 - Institutionalize Legislative Analysis and Drafting 

Legislative Drafting Training.  The ALBA Legislative team delivered training 

workshops on legislative drafting to the commission staff and advisors of the MJ.  The 

training, delivered, at the API, aimed at increasing the capabilities of the Secretariat 

staff to produce credible legislative drafts, included the following topics: 

 Fundamental principles and rules for drafting legislative documents;

 How to prepare a draft of a legislative document;

 Amending legislative documents; and,

 Achieving greater efficiency and quality in legislative documents.

Banking Law Commission Support Unit – The Budget Commission Support Unit 

finalized the discussion of the Banking Law and brought necessary amendments to the 

law. The Commission shared the amendments with Da Afghanistan Bank officials for 

their feedback, before referring it to other standing commissions for their inputs.  

Procurement Law Commission Support Unit – Based on the advice of the ALBA 

legislative team, the Procurement Law was included in the WJ Budget Commission 

agenda, and the Commission discussed 20 articles of the Law. The Commission 

Support Unit developed the analytical report on the Procurement Law and shared it with 

the members of the commission to facilitate and accelerate the discussion of the law. 

Mining Law – The Wolesi Jirga sent the Mining Law to the government for 

endorsement on 15 July 2014. However, the government returned the Law back to the 

parliament, because the initial draft sent to the government was in the “Amendment 

format,” and also had some editorial mistakes. The Wolesi Jirga incorporated the final 

amendments in the “Law format”, corrected the editorial mistakes and sent it back to the 

government on 27 July 2014. 

Money Laundering Law and Counter Financing Terrorism Workshop – ALBA 

Legislative team delivered comprehensive presentations to the MJ Secretariat staff on 
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Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism laws. The 

presentations were designed to help increase the knowledge of the Secretariat staff in 

understanding the Anti-Money Laundering Law that was passed by the National 

Assembly and ratified by the President in the previous quarter.   

ALBA’s Legislative Bulletin – ALBA’s Legislation Team finalized its first Legislative 

Bulletin, designed along the same lines as ALBA’s Budget Bulletin.  To be issued every 

three months, it is aimed at providing brief, focused information for MPs and staff (and 

CSOs) on oversight actions and key legislation, particularly the synopsis of the bills and 

legislation acted upon by the National Assembly during the legislative session. Each will 

contain the following issues: 

 Brief Analytical Reports: of key legislations, processed within the three months;

or report on policy issues pending before the National Assembly;

 Articles: Report on the outcome of committee hearings or public hearings and

work sessions;

 Parliamentary Research: research concerning topical issues and key

parliamentary functions, to further improve and strengthen the role of the Afghan

legislature; and,

 Policy Positions: MPs and Parliamentary staff are informed of important issues

or policy positions that have been decided by the government, which may require

MPs to go through it and to take positions on certain policy position, issue or

legislation as required.

End-of-Session Reports of WJ and MJ – ALBA prepared and distributed the Seventh 

Session reports of both MJ and WJ – see Annex A1 and Annex A2.  

OBJECTIVE TWO – IMPROVED OVERSIGHT 

Task 2.1 – Increase General Oversight through Commissions 

Implementation of Anti-Money Laundering / Countering the Financing of 

Terrorism (AML/CFT) Laws – ALBA engaged the leadership of the Budget and 

Economic Commissions of both Houses to ensure that there is an effort to oversee the 

implementation of the initial components of the AML/CFT Laws.  This effort will roughly 

consist of: 1) Budget Commission Consultations with Central Bank / Ministry of Finance 

Officials on Legislative Requirements; and, 2) Budget Commission Communications 

with Ministry of Finance and Central Bank on Required Implementation Actions. 
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Commission Provincial Oversight Trips – ALBA facilitated the provincial oversight 

visit of an MJ delegation led by H.E Arifullah Pashtun to observe the status of the 

refugees from North Waziristan, Pakistan who have taken refuge in Khost province due 

to the ongoing operation of the Pakistan Army against terrorist groups in the area. The 

delegation met the Governor, Chief of Police, National Directorate of Security, tribal 

elders, UNHCR, civil society representatives, and Provincial Council members. The 

delegation also visited the refugee camp and the border check posts to learn about the 

challenges faced by the refugees. The detailed report of the trip was shared by Mr. 

Arifullah Pashtun, the Chair of the International Relations Commission, in the Plenary of 

MJ.  

Database Development and Management Training: This two-day training was 

delivered to the MJ Secretariat staff aimed at enhancing the capacity of the relevant 

Secretariat staff in the following areas: 

 Uses of Databases in Parliament;

 Principles of Database Development and Design; and,

 Basic / Advanced Databases – Excel / Access.

Support to the House Democracy Partnership Delegation to Washington.  The 

ALBA Budget team was requested by several MPs travelling to Washington for a 

briefing and PPT presentation on the national budget for use in the trip. The key points 

were included in the presentation: 

 The national budget process in Afghanistan: budget formulation, budget

approval, budget execution and budget oversight;

 Detailed explanation of the FY 1393 National budget; and,

 Comparison of FY 1392 and 1393 National budget.

Task 2.3 – Support to Parliament in Oversight of Provincial Budget and 

Performance 

Procurement Systems Training: The Procurement Systems training for the MJ staff 
was undertaken over the course of two weeks, starting on 9 August and continuing until 
24 August. The training enhanced the capacity of the Secretariat staff in procurement 
processes at the provincial level, covering the following topics: 

 Procurement Law of Afghanistan – Provincial Procurement Mechanisms;

 Goods and Services;

 Procurement Planning for Provincial Projects; and,

 Consultancy Work.
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Task 2.4 – Support Anti-Corruption Activities 

Official Launch of the Parliamentary Anti-Corruption Caucus (PACC) – ALBA 

continued to support the Parliamentary Anti-corruption Caucus (PACC) as they officially 

announced the formation of their group and received recognition within both Houses.  

This means that the PACC leadership will have a seat within the Council of Chairs, the 

management body consisting of the Chairs of all Commissions, along with the Admin 

Board.   

PACC Planning Session – ALBA supported PACC members to organize a planning 

session for their activities during the parliamentary recess. It was decided to establish 

and train a provincial anti-corruption caucus in each provincial council once the new 

provincial council members are in office. During the planned provincial visits the 

members of Parliament will also interact with other relevant stakeholders, including 

government directorates and civil society organizations, to share experiences and plan 

for fighting corruption at the provincial level.  

Support to the Development of a Position Paper on Anti-corruption for the New 

President.  At ALBA’s suggestion and with its support, the PACC has worked on the 

development of a position paper on the incoming President’s priorities in the area of 

anti-corruption, and focusing on the issue of the High Office of Oversight.  

ALBA meets with PACC as part of their regular caucus meeting 

Coordination with the Independent Joint Monitoring and Evaluation Committee. 

On several occasions during the report period ALBA met with the MEC and received its 

publications, which are a great resource on anti-corruption. These important anti-

corruption publications will be used for capacity building of PACC members and will also 

be placed in the API library to be used by all parliament staff. 
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National Parliamentary Anti-corruption Conference – PACC held a conference with 

CSOs during the report period, with 180 participants coming from all regions of 

Afghanistan.  The conference discussed the potential approaches to anti-corruption for 

the new Presidential administration as well as methods to increase parliamentary-CSO 

coordination.   

 

 

OBJECTIVE THREE – INCREASE OUTREACH CAPACITY OF BOTH 

HOUSES 

 

Task 3.1 – Increase Interaction between CSOs and Members  

 

Assisting Counterpart International in the Civil Society Advocacy.  Counterpart 

International organized a workshop under the Afghan Civic Engagement Program 

(ACEP) to enhance the knowledge and strengthen the engagement of the Civil Society 

Organizations in the legislative process within Afghanistan National Assembly. This 

program was principally designed to equip CSOs with the necessary knowledge and 

understanding of how of the legislative cycle works in Afghanistan and when or how 

they can engage and contribute their inputs into the legislative process.  
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ALBA briefing the CSOs on the Legislative Process 

 

During the workshop the following topics were covered: 

 An overview and introduction of legislative process for both the government and 

member’s bills;  

 The different steps of the law making process in Afghanistan from drafting until 

publication of the law in the official gazette; 

 The role of CSOs in law making-process, both at the government level and 

parliamentary level (plenary and committees); 

 Preparation and submission of position papers regarding the  bills under 

discussion in the parliamentary commissions; and, 

 Discussion of the pending legislation before National Assembly commissions. 

 

CSO Interaction with Parliament on the Wedding and Mourning Law.  ALBA 

supported a workshop between the Women’s Affairs Commission of WJ and 

representatives of 12 different CSOs on the draft Wedding and Mourning law.  ALBA’s 

Legislative team provided a briefing on the law, and as part of the Commission Support 

Unit, compiled the comments and suggestions of participants to be incorporated in 

proposed amendments. 

 

This joint briefing was aimed at establishing a link between women MPs and CSOs and 

to pave the ground for open discussion on the wedding parties and condolence laws 



Assistance to Legislative Bodies of Afghanistan (ALBA) July - September 2014 Page 12 

and debate the common challenges that both women and the public faced with during 

the wedding parties. The workshop started with a power point presentation which 

covered the following topics: 

 An Introduction to both wedding parties and condolence parties laws;

 Legal base and background (brief history of the laws);

 Key provisions of the law;

 Comparative studies (particularly in comparison with previous wedding laws);

 Strengths and weaknesses of the wedding law; and,

 Recommendations.

Coordination Meeting with Democracy International.  ALBA met with 

representatives from Democracy International to continue discussions on upcoming 

coordination on a series of provincial-level activities related to the upcoming 

Parliamentary elections, tentatively set for the Oct-Nov 2014 timeframe. 

TASK 3.2 – STRENGTHEN PARLIAMENT VISIBILITY 

Initial Assessment of the Afghan Parliamentary Website.  ALBA undertook an initial 

assessment of the websites, with a view to developing a roadmap for both technical 

improvements and enhanced content.  See Annex B for the brief assessment paper.  

Digitization of Archives of Parliament. The Parliamentary Information Systems 

section met with the administration section of the Meshrano Jirga to begin charting a 

course for the digitization of the archives. Discussions centered around the need to 

design this as a broad effort – incorporating the website, legislative tracking system, 

Hansard recordings of plenary sessions and commissions – as this package of 

improvements would go a long way in transforming the Afghanistan parliament into an 

‘e-parliament’, in accordance with current IPU standards.   

To achieve this goal, ALBA in cooperation and coordination with NA personnel will 

consider the development of tailored applications to facilitate management, data 

retrieval/processing, archiving and backup in a digital format for both Houses.  
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OBJECTIVE FOUR – INCREASED INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF 

THE PARLIAMENT 

 

Task 4.1 - Strengthening the Afghanistan Parliamentary Institute 

 

API Parliamentary Fellowship Program – ALBA developed and launched the 

Fellowship program, as well as engaging a local LTTA program manager to oversee the 

initial establishment and management of the program. In September ALBA conducted a 

program of training in order to provide the Fellows with a basic level of knowledge of the 

workings of the Parliament, prior to their placement in various Commissions and 

Directorates. 

 

API Summer Staff Training Program.  Based on the training needs assessment 

originally conducted during October 2013, capacity building needs were categorized into 

priorities – Category A and B. The A category training plan was successfully 

implemented during the Spring 2014 recess in close consultation with Capacity Building 

Units of both Houses. The Summer 2014 recess witnessed the delivery of the remaining 

B category courses.  In addition, other courses were delivered at the request of the 

leadership of Parliament, including:  

 

Qatia Training – ALBA delivered a series of budget trainings for MPs and staff 

members, beginning with the sessions focus on the system of public accounts – the 

Qatia.  Topics covered included: 

 

 an introduction to the Qatia system; 

 the key points contained in the Qatia report;  

 the M-19 report; 

 preparation of the Qatia; and, 

 responsibilities of Ministry of Finance / High Office of Audit / Parliament in the 

Qatia process. 

 

The sessions also featured a detailed examination of the 1392 Qatia. Participants 

were very satisfied about the training, and stated that a thorough understanding of 

the Qatia was a key component in fighting corruption.  Future briefings will focus on 

the other major components of the budget cycle – the Mid-Year Budget Review and 

the introduction of the National Budget. 
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ALBA Budget Team delivering presentations on the Qatia Report 

 

 

Staff Performance Management.  Training sessions were conducted for 

Secretariat staff on performance management and the new system of 

performance review which is being introduced by the Parliament.  The overall 

purpose of this three-day training was to enable the line directorate staff to 

understand the importance of annual performance reviews and the impact on 

their daily office work. Practical sessions were conducted to introduce the new 

approach, and the revised performance management manual prepared by 

IARCSC was shared with all participants, and the trainers highlighted the key 

issues relevant to the civil servant staff.   

 

Protocol and Procedures.   22 staff members of the Secretariat attended this 

course, designed and delivered by the training staff of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs Professional Development Institute.     

 

Advanced Afghan Parliamentary Institute Courses.  In addition to the basic 

language and IT courses and the remaining B category courses held at the API, the 

schedule of upcoming advanced courses for the Fall 2014 period was revised. See 

Annex C for the revised list. 

 

Task 4.2 – Support Gender Mainstreaming in the Parliament 
 

Support to Women Delegation to SAARC – Several female MPs, delegates to the 

upcoming South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) conference on 

Women’s Political Participation, approached ALBA for support in the preparation of 

presentations to the conference.  In particular, MP Najla Nazhad from Herat worked with 
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the ALBA Gender Advisor to develop a presentation on the EVAW Law and associated 

challenges.   

 

Gender Units Conference. ALBA supported the two Women’s Commissions of the 

Upper and Lower House to conduct the Gender Units Conference for two days in late 

September 2014.  The main objectives were:  

 

 To strengthen coordination and the relationship between two women’s 

commissions and create space and ground for join initiative and cooperation;  

 

 Exchange of views between heads of gender units and women’s commission of 

national assembly’ 

 

 Identify the main challenges and problems of gender departments staff in regards 

to their role in:  

o design and formulation of the budget and the allocations to gender within 

budget unit submissions; 

o budget execution and monitoring of the expenditures from a gender 

perspective;  

o overseeing the recruitment process of the ministries considering gender 

balance; and, 

o lobbying and coordinating gender issues with Ministry line departments in 

the provinces. 

 

Some initial achievements included: 

 

 the initiation of contacts started between Women Affairs and Human Rights 

commission of both houses and Ministry gender units;  

 

 a thorough discussion of the current status of the gender units including the 

challenges and obstacles for gender units;  

 

 the identification of areas for support and intervention, and commitment by the 

participating Deputy Minister to address the issues raised by participants; and, 

 

 a commitment from all the Deputy Ministers to push for an expansion of the 

Gender Units to Directorate status in the upcoming budget. 
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The Deputy Ministers of Women’s Affairs, Finance and Foreign affairs appreciated this 

initiative and thanked USAID and ALBA for conducting of this event.  All Deputy 

Ministers suggested to the two women’s commissions that they organize such a 

conference at least in each quarter, especially during future Fall sessions, when the 

national budget is submitted to Parliament for review and approval. 

Task 4.3 – Specific Meshrano Jirga Support Activities 

Coordination Meetings with the Speaker of the MJ – ALBA met several times with 

the Speaker of the Meshrano Jirga, H.E. Muslimyar, and his Secretary General, H.E. 

Hashimi. The meetings were to review ALBA support to the Upper House during the last 

year, and the Speaker praised the practical support that has been provided, through a 

positive and close relationship with his office and that of his colleagues. The Speaker 

was clearly well-versed in all of the areas of ALBA’s program, citing ALBA’s assistance 

in legislative support, oversight, outreach, and staff training which had contributed to a 

successful year for the Upper House.  The Speaker and the SG both indicated that the 

workplan for the coming year was in line with their expectations and their needs.   

PROJECT COORDINATION

ALBA met with several groups as part of its efforts to coordinate its activities with other 

offices and programs: 

UNDP ICSPA Program.  ALBA discussed the upcoming Parliamentary session with the 

newly arrived CTA for the program, Stephen Kooshak and his staff.  It was agreed that 

in addition to informal meetings, the leadership of both programs should to get together 

every two weeks, and compare both programmatic and political notes relating to 

Parliament.   

UK Embassy.  ALBA met with Emily Partington and Ahmad Shuja of the UK Embassy 

to discuss the priorities for the upcoming session and focused on the issue of branding 

and acknowledgement of UK support in the program, especially in light of the increase 

in publications – such as bulletin and newsletters – that the program will produce. 

US Embassy / USAID.  New staff from the US Embassy visited ALBA to receive a 

presentation of the major issues surrounding the program and its activities.  One focus 

of the meeting was the PACC, and its efforts to move the Access to Information agenda 

forward.   
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CHAPTER III: PERFORMANCE 
MONITORING 
 
 
Although this quarter was dominated by the Summer 2014 recess, there was still 
progress made on some of the key indicators, primarily in the passage of priority 
legislation and in the inclusion of CSO and expert input into draft legislation. 
 
This quarter witnessed progress on several key indicators within the ALBA PMEP: 
 

Indicator Q6 
Actual 

(YTD) 

Target 

Year 
Progress Comments 

1.1: Number of draft laws 

subject to substantive 

amendments and final vote 

in legislatures receiving 

ALBA/USG Assistance 

4 7 4-7 100 % During the quarter the following 

laws were passed with ALBA / 

USG Assistance: PC Law, Mining 

Law, Commercial Contracts Law, 

Social Support Law, allowing the 

program to exceed its target for Y2.  

This target will be revised upwards 

during the next revision of the 

PMEP. 

1.2 Percentage of legislation 

produced with input from 

outside experts and CSOs 

50% 50% 25% 200% Expanding the CSU approach to 

legislative support, the following 

laws were amended during the 

report period with input from 

outside experts and CSOs: Mining 

Law, PC Law, Procurement Law, 

and Banking Law.      

Cross-cutting: Number of 

staff and MPs trained on: 

analysis / drafting / 

oversight / outreach with 

USG funding  

 

326 414 250 165% The Summer 2014 Recess period 

afforded ALBA the opportunity to 

engage Secretariat staff in a variety 

of professional development courses 

through the API. 

 

 

Indicators Relating to Public and MP/Staff Perceptions of Parliament’s 

Performance.  Discussions with program staff and the ALBA M & E Manager stressed 

that during the upcoming quarter approaches need to be developed to produce baseline 

data on perceptions of Parliament, both internally and externally.  Data from other 

USAID/USG programs, such as The Asia Foundation’s Survey of the Afghan People 

and Democracy International’s public opinion research program will be used to augment 

ALBA’s own efforts in this area.    
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Update of ALBA Performance Monitoring and Evaluation Report – ALBA updated 

its PMEP to reflect the changes to the Year Two Workplan and the revisions to the 

USAID Mission Results Framework.  The following is the revised ALBA Results 

Framework: 

 

 
 

 

CHAPTER IV: CROSS CUTTING TASKS 
 

Anti-Corruption 

 

Please see activities listed under Task 2.4. 

 

Gender 

 

Please see activities listed under Task 4.2. 
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CHAPTER V: PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND 

ADMINISTRATION 

Arrival of New Staff.  A number of new positions were added during the report period, 

to accommodate new activities as well as expansion of current activities. In line with this 

greater emphasis on ‘Afghanization’, the DCOP position has transitioned from an ex-pat 

to a local Afghan staff member. The COP and a Communication Advisor will be the only 

expatriate staff in the program, with the remainder being local employees. The revised 

organizational chart is as follows:  
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ANNEXES 

ANNEX A1:  WJ End of Session Report 

ANNEX A2:  MJ End of Session Report 

ANNEX B:  Initial Assessment of the Afghan Parliamentary Website 

ANNEX C: Revised Advanced API Training Program 



Wolesi Jirga Seventh Session Report 

March 8th 2014 to July 22nd 2014 

Executive Summary 

The Wolesi Jirga (WJ) held 52 plenary meetings in the Seventh Session of the 16th Term of 

Parliament. This includes one Inaugural Session, three Extraordinary Sessions, four Interpellations, 

nine full House Questionings, with the remaining 39 being regular plenary sessions. 

During the Seventh Session, 11 bills were passed, seven International Agreements were adopted and 

five resolutions were issued. Also, the WJ issued 15 decisions, expressed official positions and issued 

27 communiqués on various issues. 

The Standing Commissions held 460 commission sessions, 317 of which were regular commission 

meetings, 87 Questionings, 29 Hearings, seven extraordinary commission sessions, 12 Joint 

Commission sessions, and six Joint Committee sessions of Both Houses of Parliament.  

The commissions also considered a total of 931 petitions during the Seventh Session. 

1. Legislation

a. The Government priority legislation list:

 The Mining Law

 The Banking Law

 The Law on Higher Education Institutions

 The Local Administration Law

 The Provincial Councils Law

 The Law on Control of Tobacco

 The Value Added Tax Law

 The Law on Commercial Contracts

 Amending article 52 of the Traffic Department

 Amending, omitting, and addition to some articles of the Law on explosives and Fire

arms

 Amending and addition to some articles of the Mass Media Law

 Annex four of the Penal Code

 Annex three of the Law on Urban Services Fee

 The Procurement law

 The Law on International Treaties and Convention

Annex A I
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b. Legislation Introduced by the Executive:

 The Law on Usurpation and Occupancy of Government and Non Government Estates

 The Mining Law

 The Banking Law

 The Law on Control of Tobacco

 The Law on Children’s Parentage

 The National Budget 1393

 The Commercial Contracts

 The Mourning Bill

 The Wedding Bill

c. Legislation approved:

 The Value added Tax Law

 The Mining Law

 Amending paragraph three of article 67 of the Structure and Authorities of Judiciary

Law

 Presidential decree on amending article 26 of the Criminal Procedure Code

 The Law on Counter Financing Terrorism

 The Law on Money Laundering

 Member’s proposal on the addition of paragraph four of article 14 of the Electoral Law

 Member’s proposal on the addition a paragraph and five clauses in article 57, and

amending paragraph two of article 63 of the Electoral Law

 The Law on Access to Information

 The Law on Social Support

 Member’s Bill on the Rights, Privileges and Immunities of the Members of the National

Assembly.

d. International Treaties and Conventions

 Partnership Agreement between the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the Republic of

Finland

 Strategic Partnership Agreement between the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the

Kingdom of Norway

 ECO Educational Foundation Charter

 Economic Cooperation Organization Charter

 International Convention on Establishment of Cocoon Production Committee

 Accession Agreement to the Convention on Organized Crimes of the United Nation

 Convention for the protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict with

Regulations for the Execution of the Convention 1954
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2. Oversight

a. Interpellation sessions:

No interpellation action was carried out in this session. 

b. Questioning Sessions:

 Summoning of the Security Organs on ensuring the security of the Presidential elections.

 Summoning the Minister of Public Health for questioning on the provision of low

quality health services in the private and public hospitals.

 Summoning of the Minister of Higher Education on the results of the Universities

Entrance Test.

 Summoning the Ministers of the Interior, Communication and Acting Minister of Justice

on halting in the distribution process of the E-Tazkeras.

 Summoning the Security Organs for questioning to ensure the security of the runoff

elections.

 Summoning the Ministers of Defense, Interior, and General Director of the NDS for

questioning on the recent insecurity across the country, particularly the attack on

Helmand province.

 Summoning the Ministers of Finance, Agriculture, Economy, Commerce and Director of

Norm and Standard for questioning on the increase of prices of food items.

 Summoning the Ministers of Finance and Public Works for questioning on the progress

of the development projects, particularly the project of the Salang Tunnel.

 Summoning the Minister of Interior, Deputy Minister of Interior and Head of APPF on

burning of the fuel tankers.

3. Representation

Members of the Wolesi Jirga reflected the current situation of Afghanistan, particularly the 

problems of their constituents. The plenary discussed more than 902 cases of the problems of 

their constituents in the plenary sessions, and sought solutions from the relevant government 

organs. 

Standing Commission Sessions 

1. International Relations Commission

The International Relations Commission held 32 commission sessions, including four hearings, one 

joint and the remaining 27 were ordinary commission sessions. 

a. Legislation

The International Relations Commission adopted the following international treaties and conventions: 

 Partnership Agreement between the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the Republic of

Finland.

 Strategic Partnership Agreement between the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the

Kingdom of Norway.
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 ECO Educational Foundation Charter

 Economic Cooperation Organization Charter

 International Convention on Establishment of Cocoon Production Committee

 Accession Agreement to the Convention on Organized Crimes of the United Nation

 Convention for the protection of the Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict

with Regulation for the Execution of the Convention 1954

The following legislation is pending within the commission: 

 International Treaties and Convention draft Law

 Agreement between the European Union and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan on the

status of the European Union Police Mission in Afghanistan.

 Cooperation Agreement between Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and Russia

b. Hearings:

1. Summoning the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Legal Director, and Parliamentary

Liaison of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs heard the views of the summoned officials on the

International Convention and Treaties Law.

2. Summoning Minister of Refugees, Director Regional Affairs and Deputy Director of the

Parliamentary Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to brief the commission on the

manner of all agreements signed with other countries.

3. Summoning of the Minister of Refugees, Deputy Minister of Tribes, Acting Minister of

Foreign Affairs, and Commander of the Border Police of the Ministry of Interior on the expel

of Afghan Refugees from Sweden and Norway.

4. Summoning Minister of Foreign Affairs on deploying of Afghan Refugees to Syrian’s war.

2. Internal Affairs (Internal Security, NDS, and Local Governance):

The Internal Affairs Commission held 38 sessions, including two Extraordinary Sessions, 12 

Questionings, four Hearings, and 19 were regular sessions. 

a. Legislation:

Legislation pending before the commission: 

1. Draft Law on the Local Administration

b. Questionings:

1. Summoning of the Minister of Communication, Acting Minister of Justice, and Deputy

Minister of Interior on the Population Registration Law, and the fate of the E-Takzeras.

2. Summoning the Minister of Interior, General Director of NDS, and Deputy Policy Director of

the IDLG on the Political Situation of the country.

3. Summoning the General Commander of the Police Academy, Education’s Director,

Scholarship’s Manager on the absorption of the policemen to the Academy, as well as

existence of a proper mechanism for distribution of scholarships.
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4. Summoning the Head of Azizi Bank, Security in charge of the Bank on the robbery of 20000$

by the two staff members of the Bank.

5. Summoning of the Deputy Minister of Interior, provincial in charge of NDS on burning of the

oil tankers.

6. Summoning of the Officials of the Ministry of Interior about the complaints received from the

APPF staff in Lugar as well as the policemen of the Highways.

7. Summoning the Head of APPF on the contracts of the police uniforms, and delay in the salary

payments of guards in Lugar and Highways.

8. Summoning the Security Officials on the security situation of the country.

9. Summoning the Chief of Army, Deputy Minister of Interior, and Deputy of the NDS on

kidnapping of MP. Mushwanai’s son.

10. Summoning the Security Officials on the security situation of the country.

11. Summoning the Head of APPF, the Finance Director of the NDS on the bribe received by the

security sergeants along the Highways from the truck drivers.

12. Summoning the Ministers of Refugee, Borders and Tribes, Deputy Minister of Foreign

Affairs, Deputy of NDS and Operation Director of MOD on the missile attack of Pakistan on

Kunar province.

c. Hearings:

1. Summoning the Mayor of Nangarhar province on delaying the payment of the construction

company asphalted the roads.

2. Summoning the relevant authorities of the Ministry of Interior on the manner of expenditure

of the National budget 1393 of the MOI.

3. Summoning the relevant authorities of the NDS on the expenditure of the National Budget

1393 of the NDS.

4. Summoning the Deputy Minister of Finance, and the Director of Planning of the IDLG on not

paying the money of the Dorokhshan Construction Company.

3. Defense and Territorial Integrity Commission

The Defense and Territorial Integrity Commission conducted 25 meetings in the Seventh Session, two 

of which were Questionings, and 23 were regular sessions. 

a. Legislation pending:

1. Law on Military Conscription

b. Questioning Sessions:

1. The Defense and Territorial Integrity Commission summoned the Deputy Minister of Interior,

Deputy Minister of Water and Energy, Commander of Border Forces on the breachment of

the borders by Turkmenistan.

2. The Defense and Territorial Integrity Commission held questioning session with Deputy Head

of Installations of MOD, Attorney’s office of the West zone, Commander of the PD5 about

the petition of MOD on allegation of some of the elements that their property has been

usurped (25 acres land).
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4. Finance, Budget & Public Accounts Commission

The Budget and Finance Commission held 32 sessions, of which 10 were Questionings, eight were 

Hearings, two were joint sessions, one extraordinary and 11 were ordinary sessions.  

a. Approved Legislation:

1. Value Added Tax Law

2. Anti Money Laundering Law

Legislation Pending: 

1. Banking Law

2. Procurement Law

3. Qatia Report of 1392 and 1393

b. Questioning Sessions:

1. The Budget, Finance and Public Accounts Commission held a questioning session with

Ministers of Finance, Economy, and Public Work questioned the mechanism of collecting

revenues, provision of custom regulations, as well as the bio-data of the custom’s staff.

2. The Budget, Finance and Public Accounts Commission held a questioning session with

Deputy Minister of Public Works, Procurement Director of the Ministry of Public Works

questioned the manner the procurement process of the second road of Kabul-Lugar.

3. The Budget, Finance and Public Accounts Commission held a questioning session with

Finance Director of the FICA Construction Company on lacking short of Taxes. The Budget

Commission afterwards instructed the Ministry of Finance and AISA to help FICA continue

its business.

4. The Budget, Finance and Public Accounts Commission summoned the Deputy Minister of

Finance, Director of Treasury, and Director of Budget of the Ministry of Finance to answer

the questions of the MPs on delaying the allocation and payments of the development

projects.

5. Summoning the Head of Milli Bank and the Loan Director of the Bank to consider the

petition of a businessman whose goods were burnt, and was unable to pay his interests.

6. Summoning the Director of AISA, Director of Licenses to discuss the taxation of the

companies.

7. Summoning the Yoksil, Kadil, and Viga construction companies, Director of licenses,

Director of Taxation. The aforementioned companies discussed the reason of not paying their

taxes.

8. Summoning the Head of AISA, Director of Licenses, General Director of Revenues of the

Ministry of Finance on the manner of tax payment of construction companies.

9. Summoning the representatives of the Central bank, and the Manger of the Kabul Bank’s

receivership on retrieve of the Kabul Bank’s loans.

10. Summoning the Urban Director, Administrative and Finance affairs director of the IDLG and

the Mayor of Logar on the distribution manner of the lands and its prices.
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c. Hearing Sessions:

1. The Budget, Finance and Public Accounts Commission held a hearing session with Deputy

Governor of Central Bank, Deputy Minister of Commerce, representatives from Ministries of

Justice, Finance and private Banks, and from the Economic section of the British Embassy

and listened their concerns over the Anti Money Laundering Law.

2. The Budget, Finance and Public Accounts Commission held two separate hearings with the

representatives of the Central Bank and Legal and Economical Advisors of the ALBA on the

Anti Money Laundering Bill.

3. The Budget, Finance and Public Accounts Commission conducted a hearing with the Ministry

of Rural Rehabilitation and Development, and Ministry of Labor on the implementation of the

their development projects.

4. A hearing was conducted by the Budget, Finance and Public Accounts Commission with

Minister of Public Work and his Directors, representatives from the Ministry of Finance,

representatives from the Directorate of Energy on the status of their development projects for

1393. 

5. A hearing was conducted by the Budget, Finance and public Accounts Commission with

Ministry of Urban Development, Kabul Municipality and representatives of the Ministry of

Finance on the status of their development projects for 1393.

6. The Budget and Finance Commission conducted a hearing session with representatives of

Central bank on the Banking Law.

7. The Budget and Finance Commission conducted a hearing session with representatives of the

Ministry of Finance, Legal and Economical Advisors of ALBA on the Procurement law.

8. The Budget and Finance Commission conducted a hearing with General Director of Treasury,

General Director of Revenues, Deputy of the Central Audit on the Qatia report of the

operation and development Budget.

5. Commission on Complaints & Petitions

The Complaints and Petitions Commission held 29 sessions, of which 20 were Questionings; nine 

were regular sessions, with one oversight visit conducted and one appreciation letters issued to 

governmental officials.  

a. Questioning Sessions:

1. Complaints and Petition Commission summoned the Traffic Police Department officials on

the petition of a lady discussing an incident in which her husband was killed by a Russian

driver.

2. Complaints and Petition Commission held a questioning session with Deputy Minister of

Public Work on the manner of the contracts with Shams Company on the construction of 14

Km Street.

3. Complaints and Petition Commission summoned for questioning the Head of PD17 of Police

on the destruction of Kuchi’s tents.

4. Complaints and Petition Commission held a questioning session with Deputy Minister of

Refugees and Repatriates on the destruction of the Houses of the inhabitants of PD-5.
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5. Complaints and Petition Commission held a questioning session with participation of the 

Deputy Minister of Interior and Director of E-Tazkera on termination of the contracts of 83 

staff without paying their few months salary. 

6. Complaints and Petition Commission held a questioning session with the Director DDG for 

not paying the medical allowances of one of its staff, when injured in Mine explosion. 

 

7. Complaints and Petition Commission held a questioning session with Minister of Agriculture, 

Deputy Minister of Urban Development to discuss the private 18 acres land which was given 

to Ministry of Interior illegally.   

8. Complaints and Petition Commission held a questioning session to discuss petition of a 

Pahgman inhabitant regarding his land dispute. The court issued a verdict in his favor but he 

was still denied occupancy of his land. 

9. Complaints and Petition Commission held a questioning session with Ministry of Urban 

Development and Director of Housing for not paying the budget for progress of 15 residential 

blocks. 

10. Complaints and Petitions Commission held a questioning with operation director of Ministry 

of Defense, Head of the NDS, and representatives of the Ministry of Interior on the 

oppression of Lalai, the former chief of Police of Urozgan province in the area, while no 

action was taken to arrest him. 

11. Complaints and Petition Commission conducted a questioning session with Deputy Minister 

of Interior on termination of around 70 staff of the E-Tazkera Department without their salary 

payment.  

12. Complaints and Petition Commission held a questioning session with Director of Installation 

and Deputy Commander of Corps 111 of MOD on arrogating the land of Kindergarten in 

Charahee Qamber by the ANA.  

13. Complaints and Petition Commission conducted a questioning session regarding Takhar 

inhabitants’ petition about university admissions policies.  

14. Complaints and Petition Commission in its questioning session with the Deputy Minister of 

Education and Ministry of Foreign Affairs Director of Cultural Affairs regarding Indonesian 

scholarships. 

15. Complaints and Petition Commission conducted a questioning session with Kabul Mayor 

regarding the land of Mr. Abdullah near the Russian Embassy since Kabul municipality did 

not allow him to construct a building on his land.  

16. The WJ Complaints and Petition Commission summoned the Director of Pensions of the 

Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs for a questioning session regarding the non-execution of 

pensions for some retired staff.  

17. Complaints and Petition Commission in a questioning session invited the Director of Criminal 

Crimes and MoI Director of Counter Terrorism about the petition of Mrs. Pashtun, daughter 

of Ali Ahmad, about the death of his son.  

18. Complaints and Petition Commission in a questioning session summoned the Dean of Farah 

University to answer the Commission’s questions on inappropriate behavior of the dean with 

lecturers and there were some bribe allegation against him. 

19. Complaints and Petition Commission summoned the Deputy Minister of Higher Education on 

the inappropriate behavior of the dean of Farah University with lecturers and students. 
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6. Commission on Legislative Affairs

The Legislative Affairs Commission held 13 sessions, of which three were hearing sessions, one joint 

commission, one joint committee and 8 regular sessions. 

a. Approved Legislation:

1. Addition of paragraph 4 in article 14 of the Electoral Law (Wolesi Jirga Proposal)

2. Rejection of paragraph 3 of article 19 of the Electoral Law (Meshrano Jirga Proposal)

3. Addition of one paragraph and six clauses in article 57 of the Electoral Law (Wolesi Jirga)

Proposal.

b. Hearing sessions:

1. Summoning the Legal/ Treaties Director of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Parliamentary

Liaison of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Legal Director of Ministry of Justice on the Law on

International Treaties and Convention.

2. Summoning Deputy Minister of Finance and General Director of Treasury provided detailed

information on the Qatia Report of 1392 to the commission.

3. Summoning Minister of Urban Development, Director of Housing and other relevant officials

and representatives of private company on the contractual issues raised between them.

7. Commission on Women Affairs, Civil Society and Human Rights

The Women’s Affairs, Civil Society and Human Rights Commission held 36 sessions, six of which 

were Hearings, two questionings, two oversight trips, and 26 regular commission sessions.  

a. Legislation Pending:

1. Elimination of Violence Against Women (EVAW Law)

b. Questioning Sessions:

1. The Women’s Affairs, Civil Society and Human Rights Commission summoned Director of

RTA, Director of DIPR of Wolesi Jirga on not telecasting the news of the Women Affairs

Commission of the WJ.

2. The Women’s Affairs, Civil Society and Human Rights Commission summoned Deputy

Minister of Higher Education on the imbalance of gender in this institution as well as the

inadequate scholarship quota for women.

c. Hearing sessions:

1. The Women’s Affair, Civil Society and Human Rights Commission Summoned the Deputy

Minister of Women affairs with her colleagues, representatives of the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Human Rights Commission to discuss the convention that avoids discrimination

against women, Convention on prohibition of torture.

2. The Women’s Affairs, Civil Society and Human Rights Commission held a hearing with

participation of representatives of UNAMA, EUPOL, Human Rights and Children’s Rights of

MOI on supporting Women’s Right, and oversee the elimination of violence against women,
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and also absorption of women to the rows of police forces. 

3. The Women’s Affair, Civil Society and Human Rights Commission summoned Minister of

Women Affairs and Minister of Hajj and Endowment to discuss their work progress in terms

of supporting women across the country.

4. The Women’s Affair, Civil Society and Human Rights Commission summoned Minister of

Interior to discuss the absorption of women to the rows of police forces, and to provide better

environment for women prisoners.

5. The Women’s Affair, Civil Society and Human Rights Commission heard a report of the

Women’s network on discouraging girls to go school at Bagrami district.

6. The Women’s Affairs, Civil Society and Human Rights Commission heard the problems of

the women council of the Ministry of Interior.

8. Justice and Judiciary Affairs (Administrative Reforms & Anti-Corruption matters)

The Commission on Justice and Judiciary Affairs (Administrative Reforms & Anti-Corruption) held a 

total of 29 sessions, of which one was a Questioning session, four Joint Commission sessions, one 

Joint Committee between both Houses and 23 regular sessions. 

a. Approved Legislation:

1. Amending article 26 of the Criminal Procedure Code

2. Amending article 179 of the Civil Prosecution Code

3. Amending paragraph 3 of article 67 of the Structure, and Authorities of Judiciary Law

4. Amending article six of the Law on Juvenile Justice Law

b. Legislation pending:

1. Law on Wedding Ceremony

2. Annex number (4) of the Law on the Penal Code

3. Law on Fighting against Corruption

4. Mourning Ceremony Bill

c. Questioning Sessions:

1. The Commission summoned the representatives from the Attorney General’s Office, Deputy

Head of the Detention Centers, and Liaison Manger of the Center Detention Center on the

petition of a group of prisoners that have not been released, as even their term of detention is

over.

9. Commission on National Economy, NGOs, Rural Development and Agriculture &

Livestock

The Commission on the National Economy, NGOs, Rural Development, and Agriculture & Livestock 

held 33 sessions, including three questioning sessions, five consultative, one joint committee session, 

and two joint committees between both Houses. 

a. Legislation Approved:

1. Draft Law on Counter Financing Terrorism

2. Amending article 52 of the Law on Traffic Department
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b. Legislation pending:

1. Law on Trademarks

c. Questioning sessions:

1. The National Economy Commission held a questioning with Minister of Urban Development,

the Properties Director of Urban Development, and Directors of Hemat, Onyx and Memar

Shahar construction companies regarding the agenda of illegal towns, not submitting

apartments to customers on time.

2. The National Economy Commission conducted a questioning session with Deputy Ministers

of Finance and Urban Development, Head of APPF on no progress over the transit road of

Qaisar district of Faryab through Badghis province.

3. The National Economy Commission held a questioning session with the Deputy Minister of

Finance, the General Director of Customs, the Director of the Central Bank and the Central

Bank’s General CEO of Monetary Policy on the significant decrease of the Afghani against

foreign currencies, the exemption of some companies from customs, the import quantity of

these companies, and the tax of supreme company and its customs tariffs.

d. Consultative Sessions:

1. The National Economy Commission held a consultative session with Ministers of Finance,

Economy ,Commerce, Deputy Minister of Water and Energy, Deputy Minister of

Transportation on the converting the Legal Personalities to Limited Liability companies.

Their views were heard and incorporated in the amendments.

2. The National Economy commission held a consultative meeting with Director of Traffic

Department of Police, Director of Afghan Insurance Company, Director of Relations with

Government and Policies of the Chamber of Commerce, Legal Director of the Chamber of

Commerce on amending article 52 of the Law on Traffic Department.

3. The National Economy Commission held a consultative meeting with Chief of Staff of the

Governor of the Central Bank, Financial Intelligence Manager of the Central Bank, Central

Bank’s Advisor, and Political and Economical Advisor of the British Embassy on the Counter

Financing Terrorism Law.

4. The National Economy Commission held a consultative meeting with Deputy Minister of

Customs and Revenues of Ministry of Finance, Director of the Chamber of Commerce, in

charge of exporting the fuel to Afghanistan regarding a letter sent by the Ministry of Finance

to Ministry of Parliamentary proposing decree of custom fee charge on fuel.

5. The National Economy Commission held a consultative meeting with Financial Intelligence

of the Central Bank and Political Officer of the British Embassy on the Counter Financing

Terrorism Bill.

10. Commission on Narcotics, Toxic Substances & Ethics

The Commission on Narcotics, Toxic Substances and Ethics held a total of 22 sessions, including 

three questioning, one oversight visit. 
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a. Questioning Sessions:

1. The Commission on Narcotics, Toxic Substances and Ethics summoned the Ministers of

Counter Narcotics, Health; Agriculture, Deputy Ministers of Counter Narcotics, MOI,

Defense, Water and Energy, and IDLG regarding the increase of addicted, as well as increase

in the cultivation of the poppies.

2. Summoning the Ministers of Hajj and Endowment, Social Work, Deputy of NDS, on their

achievements in 1392 and 1392 in eradicating the cultivation of the poppies and not to absorb

addicted to the row of the security forces of the country.

3. Summoning the Minister of Information and Culture, General Director of the RTA, and

Director of the Information and Culture of Kandahar regarding the insult to the Public

Figures, not considering the Media ethics.

11. Commission on Transport, Telecommunications, Urban Development, Water,

Electricity and Municipalities

The Commission on Transport Telecommunications, Urban Development, Water, Electricity and 

Municipalities held 26 sessions, of which five were Questionings, and 21 regular sessions. 

a. Questioning Sessions:

1. The Commission on Transportation and Telecommunications held a questioning with Deputy

of the High Office of Oversight on the violation of the Kabul Municipality in its

performances.

2. The Commission on Transportation and Telecommunication held a questioning session with

deputy chief of police of Kabul on the stoppage of the construction project of the Khoshal

Khan Meena.

3. The Commission on Transportation and Telecommunications held a questioning session with

Operation Director of Civil Aviation, Director of Hajj and Endowment of Kabul,

representatives of the private airlines on transportation of Haji’s from Kabul to Saudi Arabia.

4. The Communication and Transportation and Telecommunication Communication held a

questioning with governor of Lugar, Mayor and Urban Development Director of Lugar on the

manner of usurpation of the green areas by the usurpers.

5. The Communication and Transportation Commission held a questioning with Director

Breshna Enterprise, Director of Kabul Energy Department, and Operation Director Breshna

Enterprise on the week voltage of the electricity in Faryab, Sar-e-Pul, Juzjan provinces.

12. Commission on Religious, Cultural Affairs, Education and Higher Education

The Religious, Cultural Affairs, Education and higher Education Commission held a total of 27 

sessions, including five Questioning sessions, one hearing session, and 21 regular sessions. 

a. Legislation Approved:

1. The Law on Access to Information

b. Legislation Pending:
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1. Law on Higher Education

c. Questioning Sessions:

1. The Religious, Cultural Affairs, Education and Higher Education Commission held a

questioning with the Minister of Education and his team and the quality of the education and

also incompatibility of the curriculum of the private and public schools across the country.

2. The Religious, Cultural Affairs, Education and Higher Education Commission held a

questioning with Minister of Hajj and Endowment and his team on rape case of a Mullah on a

child in Kundoz province, and budget expenditure of the Ministry, reconstruction of Masques

in the provinces.

3. The Religious, Cultural Affairs, Education and Higher Education Commission held a

questioning with Minister of Culture, Deputy Minister of Youth, and Director RTA on the

implementation of 1392 projects and their work plans for the upcoming year.

4. The Religious, Cultural Affairs, Education and Higher Education Commission held a

questioning with Director of Breshna Enterprise on the delay in procuring the key parts of the

three generators of Zabul, Ghor provinces. Also the Commission has also asked about the

ongoing problems of the electricity of the Nangarhar, Paktia, and Paktika provinces.

5. The Religious, Cultural Affairs, Education and Higher Education Commission held a

questioning with Deputy Minister of Higher Education and Dean of Polytechnic on the

manner of certification of 13 Afghan students currently residing in Kazakhstan.

d. Hearing Sessions:

1. The Religious, Cultural Affairs, Education and Higher Education Commission held a hearing

session with Deputy Minister of Higher Education on petition of one of the lecturers of the

environment faculty.

13. Commission on Health, Sports, Labor and Youth

The commission held a total of one session, 11 Oversight visits, and one regular session. 

This Commission only had one session, during which they have elected the commission’s chair and 

deputy chair. They have, however, also had 11 oversight visits. 

14. Commission on Martyrs, Disabled Dependants and Widows

The Commission on Disabled, Martyr’s Dependants and Widows held 22 sessions, including one 

hearing, one joint and 20 regular. The Commission also considered 13 petitions.  

a. Approved Legislation:

1. Social Support Law

b. Hearing Sessions:

1. Summoned representative of Ministry of Justice, Labor and Social Affairs, Ministry of

Disabled and Martyred to provide information regarding some ambiguities in the Social

Support Law.
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15. Commission on Nomads, Tribes and Immigrant Affairs

The Commission on Nomads, Tribal, Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons (IDP’s) held a total 

of 17 sessions, including five hearings, and 12 regular. The Commission also considered 108 

petitions. 

a. Hearing Sessions:

1. Summoned the Admin and Finance Deputy, Irrigation Director of the Ministry of Rural

Rehabilitation and Development, Director of Nangarhar Rural Development Department, and

General Director of Coordinating Nomads Affairs provided information on lacking potable

water in nomads’ residential areas in Nangarhar and Kapisa provinces.

2. Summoned the representatives of Iran’s government to provide information regarding unfair

trial and sentencing to death of Afghan refugees in Iran without access to defense lawyers.

3. Summoned the Minister of Public Works, Deputy Minister of Policy and Planning of the

Ministry of Refugees and Repatriates, Deputy Policy Coordinator of Emergency Response

Committee and Officials from MoI, MoD, Red Crescent Society, and Geology Survey

Department to provide information about the recent floods and the delay of supplying

assistance to the needy families.

4. Summoned the Officials from the Ministry of Refugees and Repatriates, Head of Consulate

Department of MoFA , representative of UNHCR and IOM to provide information regarding

the extension of residence permit of Afghan living abroad.

5. Summoned Deputy Minister of Refugees and Repatriates, Deputy Minister of Tribal and

Frontiers, Director of UNHCR, Director of IOM, Head of Disaster Management Department

of MoPH, Head of Disaster Management Committee and Program Officer of WFP and Head

of Red Crescent Society to brief the commission on the problems of refugees and IDPs in

Northern Wazirestan, Khost, Paktika and Helmand province.

16. Natural Resources and Environment Commission

The Commission on Natural Resources held 23 sessions, including two hearings, four questionings, 

four joint committees, 12 regular sessions and one joint session of Both Houses. The commission also 

held discussion over 30 pieces of legislation.  

a. Questioning Sessions:

1. Summoning the Deputy Minister of Mines and Petroleum for questioning about the death of

mining labourers in DARA SOF coal mine.

2. Summoning the Deputy Minister of Mines and Petroleum and other professional staff

members for questioning on the seam of the mountain that threaten lives of the residence of

Khenjan District of Paghlan province and Sorkh-Joy village of Bamyan Province.

3. Summoning the Head of Environment Protection and Official of Kabul Municipality for

questioning on waste of water filtering centres, septic wells and establishment of canalization

system in 4
th
 macrorayan area.

4. Summoning the Minister of Agriculture and Livestock along with his professional staff

members, Head of the Natural Resources and Head of Environment Protection for questioning

on safe guard of national heritages.
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b. Hearing Sessions:

1. Summoning the Minister and Advisors of MoPH to discuss the provision of assistance to parts

of provinces affected by natural disasters.

2. Summoned Minsters of Rural Rehabilitation and Development, Agricultural and Live Stock,

Public Works, Refugees and Repatriates, and Head of Emergency Response Unit of MoD,

Deputy Minister of Civil Aviation and Transportation, Secretary General of Red Crescent

Society, Head of Emergency Response Unit of MoI, Deputy of MoF, Director of Planning and

Policy of Disaster Management Commission and Director of managing water and power of the

Ministry of Water and Energy to provide information about the supply of aid to victims of coal

mine of Samangan province, and floods in northern provinces as well as land slide in Urgo

district of Badakhshan.

17. Rights, Immunities and Privileges of Members Commission of Wolesi Jirga

The Commission on Immunities, Rights and Privileges has conducted 16 sessions, including three 

questioning, two Joint Committee, Nine regular Sessions and two Joint Sessions of Both Houses. The 

commission also considered 5 petitions. 

a. Approved Legislation:

 Members Bill on Privileges, Immunity and Rights of National Assembly Members

b. Questioning Sessions:

1. Summoning the Official of the Ministry of Information Technology and Communication and

MTN Company for questioning on the distribution of SIM cards to Parliament members.

2. Summoning the Deputy Secretary General in Administration and Finance of WJ, Head of

International Relation, Director of Security of NA and representative of ALBA for

questioning on the progress of past activities and future work-plan of their programs

3. Summoning the Minister and HR Director of MoPH for questioning the problems of the

Department of Public Health of Noristan Province.

18. Central Audit and Oversight on Law Implementation Commission of Wolesi Jirga

The Commission on Central Audit and Overseeing the Implementation of Law has conducted 23 

sessions, including one questioning and 22 regular sessions. The commission also considered 16 

petitions. 

a. Questioning Sessions:

1. Summoning the Officials of Ariana Afghan Airline for questioning on termination of some

employees of the said company. The officials of Ariana provided response to the questions of

some petitioners present in the commission.



Meshrano Jirga Seventh Session Report 

March 8
th

 2014 to July 22
nd

 2014

Executive Summary 

The Meshrano Jirga (MJ) held a total of 37 plenary meetings in the Seventh session of the 16
th
 term of 

the Parliament, including one inaugural, one extraordinary, six full house questioning sessions and 29 

regular plenary sessions in which 19 bills were passed, 7 international Agreements were adopted, 30 

resolutions and declarations were issued, and 8 oversight trips were conducted. The standing 

commissions held 423 sessions, including 156 questionings and hearings, 262 regular and 5 joint 

committee meetings. The commissions also considered 383 petitions during this session. 

1. Legislation

a. Legislation Approved:

 Commercial Contracts Law

 Control of Tobacco Law

 Provincial Councils Law

 Structure and Jurisdiction of Special Courts Law

 Electoral Law

 Statistics Law

 Amendment of Paragraph 3 of article 67 of the Structure and Authorities of Judiciary

Law

 Usurpation and Occupancy of Government and Non-Government Estates Law

 Value Added Tax (VAT) Law

 Mining Law

 Amendment of Article 179 of the Law on Civil Prosecution Code (Presidential Decree)

 Amendment to the article 6 of  the Law on Investigating Children`s Violations (Juvenile

Justice Law)

b. International Conventions:

 Partnership Agreement between the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the Republic

of Finland

 Strategic Partnership Agreement between the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the

Kingdom of Norway

 ECO Educational Foundation Charter

 International Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals

1979 

 Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict with

Regulations for the Execution of the Convention 1954

Annex A II
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1. Oversight 

 

a. Questioning sessions: 

 

 Summoning the Kabul Mayor and General Director of Canalizations for questioning on 

the inexistence of a proper canalization and drainage system in Kabul.  

 Summoning the Ministers of Higher Education and Education for questioning on 

University Entrance Exam results.  

 Summoning the Acting Minister of Interior and Head of National Security for 

questioning on the escalation of insecurity across the country. 

 Summoning the Minister of Women Affairs and Director of Gender Department for 

questioning on escalation of violence against women across the country. 

 Summoning the Minister of Counter Narcotics, Public Health, Labor and Social Affairs, 

Head of Red Crescent Society and Deputy Minister of Interior for questioning on the 

establishment of mechanism for controlling addiction, and the campaign against the 

cultivation and trafficking of poppies.  

 Summoning the Minister of Finance for questioning on how to implement the 

presidential decree on amending paragraph 3 of article 67 of Law on Structure and 

Duties of the Judiciary.  

 

MJ Commissions 

   

1. International Relations Commission 
 

The International Relations Commission held 43 sessions; including three questioning, 20 

sessions on discussing laws, treaties, conventions and decrees, and 20 regular sessions.  

 

a. Approved Legislation 

 

The International Relations Commission adopted the following international treaties and 

conventions: 

 Partnership Agreement between the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the 

Republic of Finland. 

 Agreement on the Strategic Partnership between the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 

and the Kingdom of Denmark 

 Strategic MoU between Afghanistan and Iran 

 Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict 

with Regulations for the Execution of the Convention of 1954 

 MoU between the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the United Kingdom & 

Northern Ireland regarding the Provision of Personnel of the United Kingdom Armed 

Forces to the Afghan National Army Officers Academy 

 Economic Cooperation Organization Charter 

 International Convention on Establishment of Cocoon Production Committee 

 Accession Agreement to the Convention on Organized Crimes of the United Nations 

 Charter for Organization for Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
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The following International Treaties/Conventions are pending: 

 

 Convention on the Rights of Children 

 Protocol on Reform of Counter Narcotics Treaty 1961 

 Agreement between the European Union and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan on 

the Status of the European Union Police Mission in Afghanistan 

 Trilateral Agreement between Islamic Republic of Afghan, Republic of China and the 

Republic of Tajikistan 

 

b. Questioning Sessions 

 

 Summoning the Deputy Foreign Minister for questioning on recruitment process 

within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 Summoning the Chief of National Army for questioning on missile attacks of 

Pakistan on Kunar province.  

 Summoning the Senior Officials from the Office of the Political Deputy of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs for questioning on the violation of borders by 

Turkmenistan authorities in Badghis.   

 

2. Defense and Territorial Integrity Commission 

 

The Defense and Territorial Integrity Commission held 36 sessions; including four questioning, 

20 sessions on discussing laws, treaties, conventions and decrees, and 12 regular sessions.  

 

a. Approved Legislation 

 

 Population Registration Law 

 

b. Questioning Session 

 

 Summoning the Police Chief of Criminal Investigation and Official of PD2 for 

questioning on increase of robbery incidence and to control loafers.  

 Summoning Head of Passport Directorate for questioning on distribution of electronic 

passports.  

 Summoning the Head of HR (PEZHANTON) Directorate of MoI for questioning on 

the recruitment, appointment and transfer of officers to MoI. 

 Summoning the Head of Education Directorate of MoD and Commander of Military 

for questioning on the hostel of trainees.      

 

3. Finance, Budget & Public Accounts Commission 

 

The Finance, Budget & Public Accounts Commission held 49 sessions; including five 

questioning, three hearing and 41 regular sessions.  

 

a. Approved Legislation 

 

 Law on Salary and Expenditures of the President 

 Law on Salaries of High Ranking Government Officials 

 Amendment of Article 102 of the Income Tax Law 
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 Supplementary Budget 1392

 National Budget 1393

 Law on Financial Lease

 Anti-Money Laundering Law & the Proceeds of Crimes

b. Questioning Sessions

 Summoning the Deputy Minister and Director of Finance Directorate of the Ministry of

Water and Energy for questioning on the discontinuity of the construction affairs of the

power dam of Mangi District of Kunar Province.

 Summoning the representative of Afghanistan Public Protection Forces of MoI, Deputy

and Receivership Manager of New-Kabul Bank for questioning on the claims of Salarzai

Security Company.

 Summoning the Head of the Afghanistan Investment Support Agency (AISA) for

questioning on the reasons and measures adopted by AISA to resolve payment conflicts

between national and international companies.

 Summoning the Deputy Minister of Finance, Deputy of Afghanistan Investment Support

Agency (AISA), Deputy and Business Relation Officer of the Arianna Afghan Airline,

Head of Kabul Airport and General Director of Civil Aviation for questioning on the

contract circumstances of Ariana with NAS company.

 Summoning the Deputies of the Ministry of Finance and Transport, Operations Deputy of

Civil Aviation Agency and Representative of Ministry of Justice for questioning on the

status of joint development budget code of Civil Aviation Agency and Ministry of

Transport.

c. Hearing Sessions

 Invited the Deputy President of Karimzai Private Company and Head of Pashtani

Commerce Bank to provide information about the bank loan and bank guarantee.

 Summoning the Deputy Minister of the Private Sector Development of the Ministry

Commerce and Industry with the Head of Industrial Directorate of said Ministry to

provide information regarding Spin Zar area shops and its bidding in Kundoz Province.

 Summoning the Head of District 1 of Kabul Province to provide response and

information regarding the Bagh Qazi neighborhood shopkeepers’ complaints.

4. Commission on Complaints & Petitions

The Complaint & Petitions Commission held 37 sessions including 187 questionings from 

government officials. The commission also considered 138 petitions. Pursuant to the provision of 

the Rules of Procedure the Complaints and Petition Commission consider the petitions and 

complaints received to the commission, while so far the commission has not received any relevant 

legislation to this commission. This commission receives complaints of public and based on that 

questions government authorities to adopt necessary measures and resolve the problem.  

5. Commission on Legislative Affairs

The Commission on Legislative Affairs held 39 sessions; including six questionings, one hearing, 

four consultative and 12 regular sessions.  
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a. Pending Legislation: 

 

 Amendments to Article 14, 57 and 63 of the Elections Law 

 

b. Questioning Sessions 

 

 Summoning Secretary General of MJ and Director of Information and Public Relation for 

questioning on news telecast of the house plus other admin issues. 

 Summoning Acting Minister of Justice for questioning on the reasons of not publishing 

the Law on Population Registration in the Official Gazette. 

 Summoning the Executive Officer and Secretary General of the Independent Civil 

Servants and Administrative Reform Commission for questioning on the reason of not 

paying super-scale salaries to number of the secretariat staff.    

 Summoning General Director of Prisons and Detention Centers for questioning on the 

reason of dismissal of the police officers of the aforementioned agency. 

 Summoning General Director of Prisons and Detention Centers for questioning the 

inexistence of proper building and treatment of prisoners.  

 Summoning the Director of the Passport Department for questioning on the process of 

electronic passport distribution.  

 

c. Hearing Sessions 

 

 Conducted meeting with High Office of Oversight and discussed effectiveness and argued 

the existence of the mentioned office. 

 

d. Consultative Sessions  

 

 Invited the Official of Supreme Court and Ministry of Justice on the amendment and 

omission of some articles of the Structure and Duties of the Judiciary Law. 

 Invited members of the Science Academy to provide information on paragraph 12, Article 

14 of the Science Academy Law.  

 Invited Head of the Civil Code Department of MoJ and Secretary General of the Supreme 

Court to consult on Decree 57 on Structure and Duties of the Judiciary.    

 Invited the Director of Legislative Director of MoJ on amending some article of the 

Electoral Law.  

 

6. Commission on Women Affairs, Civil Society and Human Rights 
 

The Commission on Women Affairs, Civil Society and Human Rights held 34 sessions, including 

one hearing and one consultative meeting.  

 

a. Hearing Session 

 

 Invited the Professional Deputy and Head of Planning and Kindergarten Directorate of 

the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs to provide information about child labor to the 

commission.   

 

b. Consultative Sessions 



Page 6 of 8 

 

Prepared by USAID ALBA – Assistance to Legislative Bodies of Afghanistan 

 

 

 Held consultative meeting with the participation of an expert regarding Anti-Money 

Laundering Law & the Proceeds of Crimes 

 

7. Commission on Transport, Telecommunications, Urban Development, Water, Electricity 

and Municipalities 

 

The Commission on Transportation and Telecommunications, Urban Development, Water, 

Electricity and Municipalities held 32 sessions, including six questioning, three hearings and 

seven regular sessions.  

 

a. Questioning session 

 

 Summoning Official of Nangarhar Municipality and Communication Directorate for the 

questioning on the existence of problems in the mentioned two sectors.  

 Summoning Official of Ghazni Municipality and Communication Directorate for 

questioning on the existence of problems in the mentioned two sectors.  

 Summoning the Legal Representative of Etisalat for  questioning on the reason of not 

offering the prize of the Quran Karin successor competitors conducted through financial 

support of Etisalat by TOLO TV. 

 Summoning the Head of Breshna Enterprise for questioning on the electricity problems of 

Nangarhar province. 

 Summoning Mayor of Ghazni Province for questioning on distribution of residential 

townships, status of asphalts of roads and collecting income tax.  

 Summoning the Urban Development Director of Lugar Province for questioning on 

progress and status of Copper mine project.  

 

b. Hearing Sessions 

 

 Invited the Deputy Minister of MoPH, Head of Lugar Health Department, representative 

of the Basic Package of Health Services (BPHS) implementing NGOs (CAF and SHED) 

to provide information about the inexistence of female doctors, low quality medicine and 

health service provision in the health facilities of Lugar province.  

 Invited Deputy Mayor of Kabul to provide information regarding problem with wastes, 

inexistence of proper canalization system and digging of septic wells on side walkers.   

 Invited the Deputy Minister of Public Works to provide information regarding 

reconstruction of highways as well as ring roads in the country.  

 

8. Commission on Religious, Cultural Affairs, Education and Higher Education 

 

The Commission on Religious, Cultural Affairs, Education and Higher Education held 38 sessions 

including one hearing.  

 

a. Hearing Sessions 

 

 Invited the Minister of Pilgrims to provide information regarding the allocation of Hajis 

for each province and their residence and transportation during pilgrims.  
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9. Commission on Martyrs, Disabled Dependants and Widows 

 

The Commission on Martyrs, Disabled Dependants and Widows held 44 sessions, Including three 

questionings, five hearings and 36 regular sessions. 

 

a. Hearing Sessions 

 

 President of Milat welfare NGO provided information regarding the provision of their 

service for disables. 

 Invited the representative of the disabled from number of PDs of Kabul to hear their 

problems in terms of employment and residence.  

 Invited Minister of Labor and Social Affairs and Official of Ministry of Justice to consult 

on establishment of a Disabled Federation 

 Invited the Director of a Foundation Defending Women Rights to provide information 

regarding the usurpation of disabled land plots in Balkh province.  

 Invited representative of the disabled of eastern zone to provide information about the 

problems of the disabled in the mentioned zone.       

 

b. Questioning Sessions 

 

 Summoning the Deputy Mayor of Kabul, officials of MoI and Police Chief of Kabul for 

questioning on the problems of building booths for disabled in number of PDs. 

 Summoning official of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Refugees & Repatriates on 

questioning on the dispatch of Afghan refugees by Iran authorities as fighter to war in 

Syria.  

 Summoning representatives of the Directorate of Vocational Education of MoE for 

questioning on the reasons of not recruiting disabled in one of the vocational schools. 

 

10. Commission on Tribes and Frontier Affairs 

  

The Commission on Tribes and Frontier Affairs held 38 sessions; including three questionings, 

one hearing and 34 regular sessions. 

 

a. Questioning Sessions 

 

 Summoning the Head of Education of the Ministry of Tribal and Frontiers Affairs for 

questioning on the unexpected stop in construction of the Rahman Baba high school 

building. 

 Summoning the Deputy and Head of Education of the Ministry of Tribal and Frontiers 

Affairs for questioning on 1392 work-plan of the said Ministry  

 Summoning the Head of Nomads Department of Kabul for questioning on the progress 

and achievements of the said department.  

 

b. Hearing Sessions 

 

 Invited the Deputy and Operations Commander of Frontier Police Forces to provide 

information on the escalation of insecurity in the frontier regions between Afghanistan 

and Pakistan. 
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11. Natural Resources and Environment Commission

The Natural Resources and Environment held 12 sessions, including one questioning, two 

hearings, one consultative and eight regular sessions. 

a. Questioning Sessions

 Summoning the Directors of Education and Evaluation Department of MoE for

questioning on the recruitment and promotion process of teachers.

b. Hearing Sessions

 Invited Head of the Kabul Education Department to provide information regarding

transfer, promotion, open computation and recruitment of teachers as well as problems of

the private schools and allocation of study periods for Islamic subjects.

 Invited Deputy Minister of Policy and Planning of MoPH, General Director of Curative

Medicine and Head of Jamhoryat Hospital to provide information about problems of

patients that require hemodialysis.

c. Consultative Sessions

 Invited Deputy Minister of Mining & Petroleum along with national and international

experts to discuss the Mining Bill.

12. Provincial Council, Immunities and Privileges of Members

The Commission on Natural Resources and Environment held 28 sessions: including two hearings 

and 26 regular sessions. 

a. Hearing Sessions

 Invited the Deputy Minister of MoPH and Deputy Protocol Head of the MoFA to provide

information about the implementation of the law on Organization of Salaries and

Privileges of Government High Ranking Employees.

 Invited authorities of the MoI, MoPH, MoD, MoFA and the Office Administrative Affairs

do discuss the execution of the law on Organization of Salaries and Privileges of

Government High Ranking Employees.
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An Initial Assessment of the Parliamentary Website 

1. Background

The Afghanistan Parliamentary website was created after the establishment of the 15
th

 term of

the National Assembly under multiple domain names for each House.  Eventually it was unified 

into one website with separate sections for the WJ and MJ under a single domain of 

www.parliament.af in three languages (local and English) by SEAL UNDP in 2006. The existing 

website is developed in a platform that cannot effectively support the anticipated future demands 

of the Parliament (i.e. video/audio streaming, sub web (blog) pages for MPs and Senators, and 

compatibility with portable / handheld devices) as per the International Parliamentary Union 

(IPU) standards. Developing the website with new technology and updated programming will 

increase multi-users access security, increase speed (even with a slow internet), create advanced 

search options, email and RRS feeds alerts that require less effort to showcase the three main 

functions of the Parliament – legislation, oversight and representation. 

2. Technical Condition of the Existing Website

The existing website of the parliament is incompatible with the IPU standards. The website 

needs to be improved technically in terms of content, graphics and display of information. 

Technically the graphics and codes used in the frontend of the website load each time when 

clicking new links of the same section, a weakness that slows browsing and response time, 

especially while simultaneously used by multiple users.  The display format and resolution of 

most pictures of the website is unprofessional. Layout and placement of the menus, news and 

other information needs to be restructured.  

The website lacks a Content Management System (CMS) and makes it difficult for web 

administrators to track web-masters’ activities. Without CMS, the administrator cannot track 

sections that need updating and will upload the same graphics at least three times (with three 

languages) with high level of fault that is visible in the existing website. Such instances occupy 

more hosting space and slow website bandwidth. Scripts generated by third parties can easily 

attack the website to retrieve information – such attacks slow down the website and/or in the 

worst-case scenario, produce crashing of the website.  

Annex B

http://www.parliament.af/
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At the moment website is hosted abroad and it is recommended to be hosted with the Ministry of 

Information Technology. In-country hosting increases browsing speed for the users using the 

fiber optic ring within Afghanistan, and also facilitates face-to-face resolution of technical 

problems with the hosting company.  

Despite the technical problems, the quality of content – especially the English sections – needs to 

be improved in accordance with IPU standards. Contents should be developed in both local 

languages, as translating from one to other compromises quality. Contents of all the three 

languages are not updated simultaneously due to frequent unavailability of translators and time 

of translation.  

3. Comparative Analysis

Parliament websites of most countries (UK, US, India and South Africa) have a single home 

page with quick links to both Houses. The Home pages consists of parliamentary business and 

news, and legislative updates are jointly posted. Technically this will make it possible to 

frequently update the website due to increased amount of data generated by Both Houses. Quick 

links to both Houses will be provided on the side bar or main menu. In such a layout information 

can be displayed in a user-friendly manner format as recommended by IPU, whereas in the 

existing layout information is scattered and heavy graphics are used. Data should be fed to all 

parliamentary links and empty links must be deleted.  

The business calendar of the Parliament provides info about plenary sessions, commissions 

sessions and these should be included on the new website; it also provides advance information 

about all public committee meetings, and hearings of select commissions.  

Search engines should be developed by the website developer rather than using third party search 

engines that open the door for intruders and hackers to compromise the website.  

4. Recommendations

In general, it is recommended that a revised website is developed using advanced technology and 

a new search facility in user-friendly interface and CMS compatible with all portable devices and 

surfed with low speed Internet. The ‘backend’ of the website will contain SQL Light with 

frontend employing asp.net. ajex, jqury and xml. Eventually, the revised website will make it 

possible to stream video /audio including Parliament TV on the web. The website will host 

separate webpages (blogs) under the name of each MP and Senator to communicate directly with 

their constituents and showcase their oversight activities as recommended by IPU.  

Content management of the website will have a user access policy for all types of users. Not only 

does CMS help website users with content editing, they also take care of a lot of "behind the 
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scenes" work such as: automatically generate navigation elements, making content searchable 

and index-able, keeping track of users, their permissions and security settings. To increase 

hosting security, it is recommended to host the website with Ministry of Information Technology 

of Afghanistan.   

5. Proposed Links and Layout of website:

In general the website will contain the following important information with sub and side 

supporting links:  

General information about Parliament 

 Parliamentary Business

 Wolesi Jirga

 Meshrano Jirga

 Legislative Tracking

 Commissions Schedules

 Publications

 Parliamentary TV

 News from Afghanistan Parliament

 Hansard

Information about legislation, budget, and 

oversight 

 WJ Rules of Procedure

 MJ Rules of Procedure

 FAQ

 Parliament Gallery

 Commission links

 Virtual Tour of Parliament

 Laws before Parliament

 How a bill become law (text)

 How a bill become law (animated

version)

Keeping in touch with your Parliament 

 Subscription service for

parliamentary updates

 Follow Parliament on social media

 Tools for communication and

dialogue with citizens

 MPs, Senators & Offices

 Find your MP

 MP Blog (sub-web or blog)

 Search your Senator

 Senator (sub web or blog)

 Parliamentary Groups

 The Parliamentary Fellowship

program

6. Next Steps

The next stage is to create a mock-up of the proposed website; this will be the basis for 

consultations with the steering committee consisting of the Department of Public Relations and 

DSGs of both Houses to discuss content and features.  At the same time technical improvements 

will be systematically identified.   
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S/No Training Location Date Duration Participants
Implementing 

Partner
Status

Est No of 

Participants

1
Commission Code of 

Conduct
API 12-14 Oct 14 2 Day Fellows ALBA Leg Team 50

2 Strategic Plan API 19-26 Oct 14 3 Days Fellows Consultancy 50

3 Good Governance API 1-8 Nov 14 5 Days
MJ 

Staff/Fellows
MRRD-AIRD 50

4 Legislative Drafting API 9-11 Nov 14 2 Day Fellows ALBA Leg Team 50

5
Relationship of Three 

Branches of the State
API 23-Nov-14 1 Day Fellows ALBA Leg Team 50

6
Relationship of Three 

Branches of the State
API 24-Nov-14 1 Day MJ Staff ALBA Leg Team 25

7

Line Ministries 

Performance 

Management

API 30-Nov-14 1 Day Fellows MoF-Budget Dept 50

8
Proposal and Report 

Writing
API 1-3 Dec 14 3 Days

MJ Staff / 

Fellows
Consultancy 50

9
National Budget 

Process and Oversight
API 7-9 Dec 14 2 Days Fellows

ALBA Budget 

Team
50

10
Leadership and 

Management
API 14-16 Dec 14 2 Days

MJ 

Staff/Fellows
Consultancy 60

11 ANDS, MDG and NPP API 23-Dec-14 1 Day Fellows MoF-Budget Dept 50

12
Public Financial 

Management PFM
API 11-13 Jan 15 2 Days

MJ 

Staff/Fellows
MoF-Budget Dept 60

API Training Plan October 2014-Jan 2015
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Odd Days

Odd Days

Odd Days

Odd Days

Odd Days

Odd Days

Odd Days

Odd Days

API Training Plan October 2014-Jan 2015




