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SUMMARY OF FI NDINGS

The purpose of this Initial Environmenta l Exami nation (lEE) is to provide threshold determi nations for
the activ ities ofUSAIDIDRC' s Economic Gro wth Office. All hi-lateral Economic Growth activities
funded through the USAlD/DRClEconomic Gro wth Office are covered by this lEE, except FFP MYAP
activities, which are add ressed in a separate Mission lEE. Activities funded by USAIDIDRC, but which
are managed from USAIDIW, are also covered by this lEE. as are activities that receive funding from
USAIDIW, but which are managed at the Mission.

Environmental compliance determinations and cond itions covered by USAIDIW Bureau lEEs address
some of the activities described in this lE E and activity managers may consult with AOTRs of these
centrally managed and funded mechanisms to ens ure that all activities comply with both the Economic
Growth Agricultu re and Trade Office (EGA11 lEE, and with the conditions set forth in this lEE.



However, activity managers are not responsible for ensuring environmental compliance with provisions
and conditions of the lEEs of other Bureaus.

This lEE is a consolidation of all the previous threshold determinations for all of the activities managed
and funded by the EG Office in the DRC and this lEE replaces the previous lEE for Economic Growth:
193-3XDRC09

USAID's current and planned Economic Growth (EG) Portfolio includes the follow ing 11 projects:

1) The DRC Food Production Processing and Marketing (FPPM) Project will serve the
Kinshasa Market shed (FPPM) and is expected to be implemented from FY2010 through FY 2014 with
life-of-project funding of $35 million. The purpose of the award is to achieve broad-based agricultural
growth. The overall goal ofthe award is to increase food security and reduce poverty. The FPPM Project
Contractor will implement a program of activities oriented around three components: I) Increased
Agr icultural Productivity, 2) Improved Market Efficiency, and 3) Developed Capacity to Respond to
Market opportunities. A complete EMMP will be developed with the work plan, to be submitted in draft
within 30 days after signature of the contract, and to be cleared and agree d to within 90 days of award, in
conjunction with the full PMP. This lEE covers the following anticipated activities, believed to be
complete for the FPPM award. If new activities are identified, not covered here, they will nevertheless be
discussed in an annexed EMMP, within 90 days of award. An award is anticipated to be made in August,
2010.

2) The Emergency Response to the Outbreak of Cassava Mosaic Disease (CMD) in DRC - Ph ase III
(Cassava III): The objective is to multiply and put into production as much CMO~resistant cassava and
improved technology (c lean-cutting of cultivars) as possible among as many fanners as possible
throughout the DRC. This program is the continuation of 14 years of programmi ng in ORC to support
cassava productivity and disease resistance.

3) Three Livelihoods Approach to Conservation programs that (LAC) support agricultural livelihoods
and alternative livelihoods development in three areas adjacent to important Protected Areas, already
supported by the Central Africa Regional Program for the Environment (CARPE). Those three areas are:
Maringa-Lopori Wamba, Salonga, and Ituri. These activit ies reduce pressure on forest resources and bio­
diversity through trainings, capacity building, provis ion of tools, improved seeds and ferti lizer, policy
support, advocacy and outreach through media.

4) The Agri cultural Policy Support Activity for the Government of the Democratic Republic of
Con go (GDRC) supports the GORC in seven critical capacity building and research themes I) A
stocktaking of existing datasets and literatu re on agricultura l development in the ORC, 2) Institutional
capacity building in DRC's agricultural sector , 3) Support to the CAADP processes in the DRC, 4)
Modeling land use choices affecting DRC's rainforests and agricultu ral cropland, 5) Institutional barriers
to trade, 6) A gender assessment of the agricu ltural sector, and 7) Impro ving Undernutrition: the rol es
of gender, health and agriculture.

5) The Microfinance for Farmers and Wholesalers in Equateur P rovince Project promotes trade
linkages between Equateur and the Kinshasa Market Shed in order to increase cash income for farmers '
families. This will result in an increased demand of local ly-produced crop commodities that will be
collected, stored and transpo rted.

6) The Ene rgy Sector Reform Project is intended to help design and implement a governance structure
for the National Electrification and Regulatory Agencies for the DRC Ministry of Energy in order to
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establish a new energy sector policy for the ORC. The project will support operational structures and
procedures to establish the rights and responsibilities of stakeholders in the energy sector.

7) The Katanga Development Credit Authority Activities providing loan guarantees for alternative
livelihoods development in the Katanga Province of the ORC

8) T he Agri-business Expa nsion Development Cred it Authority is a new DCA which will provide
agri-business lending throughout the country, but with particular focus on Complementarity to the FMMP
activity.

(9) The Economic Opportunity and Anti-Corruption Activi ty, which will be launched in FY 2011 and
which will increase market efficiency in Bas Congo, Bandundu and Kinshasa, through improved market
information and advocacy to limit informal and illegal taxation, and corruption along trade routes.

10) The Market Linkages Program (Activity Management for the Regional Program), which will
support processing, warehousing and transport of agricultural commodities in the east of ORe.

Ca tegorical Exclusions fr om Environmental Examination is recommended for the following activities
under the Economic Growth portfolio:

The FPPMP Projec t, for the following activities:

I) Agricultural extension and advisory services, production planning and commun ity organization and
mobilization
2) Training and capacity building at all levels of the agricultural and aquaculture production chain,
3) Support to research and information for the development of the market supply chain.

The Cassava III Proj ect for the following activities:

I} Research, technical assistance, trainings, workshops and information transfer associated with the
production, multiplication and dissemination of disease resistant and improved varieties of cassava.
2) Other research and capacity building activities implemented with other stakeho lders, including with
National Agriculture Research Centers.

The LAC Program for the following activities:

I) Training and capacity building, policy development and advocacy and outreach to the media.

The Agricultural Policy Support Activity for the following activities:

I) Research, technical ass istance, trainings, seminars and workshops and associated analyses.

The Microfinance for Fa nners an d Wholesalers in Eq uateur Province Proj ect for the following
activities:

I} For agricultural extension and advisory services, production planning and community organization
and mobilization

2) Training and capacity building at all levels.

The Energy Sector Reform Project for the following activities:
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I) Policy support, analyses and advocacy.

The activities out lined under these Categorical Exclusions are covered by the following citations in Reg.
216, subparagraph of22 eFR 216.2(c)(2):

a) 22 CFR 2 l 6.2(c) (2) (i), for activities involving education, training, technica l assistance or
training programs;

b) 22CFR216.2(c) (2) (ii) [controlled experimentation]
c) 22 CFR 2 16.2(c) (2) (iii), for activities involving analyses, studies, academic or research

workshops and meetings;
d) 22 CFR 2l 6.2(c) (2) (v), for activities involving document and information transfers;
e) 22 CFR 216.2(c)(2Xviii), for programs involving nutrition, health care, or family planning

services except to the extent des igned to include activities directly affecting the
environment (such as construction of facilities, water supp ly systems, waste water
treatment, etc.);

f) 22 CFR 2 l 6.2(c) (2) (xiv) , for studies, projects or programs intended to develop the
capability of recipient countries and organizat ions to engage in develo pment planning.

A Negative Determination with Conditions is recommended per 22CFR2 16.3 (a) (2) (iii) for the
following planned activities:

The FPPMP Project, for the follo wing activities:

I) Improved production technology through improved seeds and planting stock and practices
2) Supply of planting tools
3) Road rehabili tation and rehabilitation of market infrastructure (storage facilities, collecting centers),
4) Increasing trucking and transport capacity in selected areas (providing trucks/river transport/other
transport services),
5) Setting up micro-cred it schemes for micro- and small enterprise development and faci litating access to
credit
6) Improving the local processin g of agri cultural products (cassava, maize, and rice, others as proposed
and agreed to in a separate EMMP).
7) Biophys ical aspects of improved animal husba ndry, aquaculture and forestry productio n, management
and processi ng
8) Integrating agricu lture adjacent to areas of important biodiversity and fores ted areas
9) Reforestation and afforestation including integrated agro-forestry and agro-ecological systems
management

The Mi crofinance for Farmers and Wholesaler s in Equeteur Province Project, for the following
activities:

1) Expansion of microfinance and or microenterprises
2) Construction and rehabilitation activities associated with the warehousing of goods
3) Providing seeds and farmi ng too ls

For the Livelihoods Approach to Co nservation P ro grams, (Maringa Lopori wamba, Salonga and
Ituri landscapes) for the following activ ities:

I) Providing seeds and farming tools, and fertilize r
2) Integrating agriculture adjacent to areas of important biod iversity and forested areas
3) Integrated agro-forestry and agro-ecological systems ma nagement
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The Cassava III Project for the following activities:

I) Improved production technology through improved seeds and planting stock and practices
2) Improving the local processing of agricultural products (cassava)

Refer to Sections III & IV and Annex I: Recommended Determinations & Mitigation Actions by Activity
for conditions, as well as Monitoring and Mitigation protocols.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting

USAID/DRC Economic Growth Office will enforce monitoring and mitigation strategies as reported in
Annex 1: Recommended Determinations & Mitigation Actions by Activity, to ensure compliance with 22
CFR 216 and ADS 204.3.4 in documenting that the conditions specified in the EG lEE have been met for
all activities carried out under each award and completed by each organization carrying out activities
under the USAID/DRC/EG contract or award. Each AOTR, COTR and Activity Manager assumes
oversight responsibility, and will work proactively through implementation of the programs.

The EG team will ensure that provisions of the lEE and the conditions described are incorporated into all
contracts, subcontracts, cooperative agreements, grants and sub-grants, as appropriate, following the ADS
204 Help Document, "Language for Use in Solicitations and Awards
(http://W\'AV.usaid.gov/policy/ads/200/204sac.pdf).

APPROVAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION RECOMMENDED:

Stephen Haykin

CLEARANCE:
Mission Director: - - -;;-:-;---;;c-;-----Date: _

Brian Hirsch

CONCURRENCE:
Bureau Environmental Officer: -.,,-,-----;;,----;- Date: _

Approved: -,--- _
Disapproved: _

ADDITIONAL CLEARANCES:

Economic Growth Team Leader:
Joe Hirsch

Date: _

Joe Hirsch
Mission Environmental Officer: - - - ;c-:-;;'=c:;:-- - - --- - Date: _

Regional Environmental Officer:
USAID East & Central Africa

Iclearedl_---,_ _ = ""'= =,-­
Walter Knausenberger (USAIDIEA)

Date: 12/05/2010__
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PROGRAM/ACTIVITY DATA:

Program! Number: Economic Growth

Country : Democratic Republic of Congo (DRe)

Program Area: 4.4
Program Element:

Program Areas: 4.5
Program Element:

Program Areas: 4.7
Program Element:

Program Areas: 4.8
Program Element:
Program Element :

Infrastructure
4.4.1 Modern Energy Services

4.4.3 Transport Services
Agricu lture
4.5.1 Agricultural Enabling Environment
4.5.3 Agricultural Sector Capacity
Economic Opportunity
4.7.1 Inclusive Financial Markets
4.7.3 Strengthen Micro-enterprise Productivity
Environment
4.8.1 Natural Resources and Biodiversity
4.8.2 Clean Productive Environment

Funding period for EG : FYIO- FY15
LOP Am ount: $
l EE Prepared By: Joseph Hirsch; EOffeam Leader and Mission Enviro nmental Office r, Nicodeme
Tchamou, USA IDIDRC Mission Deputy Environmental Officer and Christopher Dege , USAIDIEA
Reg ional Environmental Advi sor

T his l EE will be structured as follows: Section I provides a Backgrou nd and Activity Descript ion;
Section II provides Country and Environmental backgrou nd; Section III provides an Evaluation of
Potent ial Threats, Determinatio ns, and Conditions with respect to the potential of the described activities
for adverse environmental impact of the EG program s, and Section IV add resses evaluation, monitoring
and mit igation (see also Annex I).

SECTION I. IlACKGROUND AND ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION

A. Purpose and Seope of l EE

All projects funded by USAID must comply with USAlD's environmental procedures (22 CF R 16) to
ensure that adve rse environme nta l impacts are mitigated and prevented. The purpose of this Initial
Enviro nmental Exami nation is to provide threshold dete rminations for the activi t ies of the USAIDIDRC
Economic Growt h Office.

All bi-lateral Economic Growth acti vities funded through the USA ID/DRCJEconomic Growth Office are
covered by this lEE, except FFP MY AP activi ties, which are addressed in a separate Mission lEE.
Act ivit ies funded by US AJDIDRC, but wh ich are managed from USAlDlW, are also covered by this lEE,
as are activi ties that receive fundin g from USAIDIW, but which are managed at the Mission .
Environmental compl iance determ inations and conditions covered by USA IDIW Bureau lEEs address
some of the activities described in this lEE and activity managers may consult with AOTRs and COTRs
of these centrally managed and fund ed mechanisms to ensure that all activities comply with both the
Economic Growth Agriculture and Trade Office (EGAT) lEE, and with the conditions set forth in th is
lEE. However, activity managers are not responsible for ensuring Environmental Compliance with
provisions and conditions of the lEEs of other Bureaus.
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This lEE is a consolidation of all the previous threshold determinations for all of the activities managed
and funded by the EG Office in the DRC and this lEE replaces the previous lEE for Economic Growth:
193-3XDRC09

If additional activities are proposed under the EG Office, an Environmental Review Form will be
completed by the AOTR and/or the implementing partner and submitted to the Mission Environmental
Officer to ensure that the activities and conditions in this lEE will still apply. In the event that any new
proposed activity differs from the type or nature of activities described here, or requires different or
additional mitigation measures beyond those described in this lEE, then this lEE will be amended.

B. Overview ofUSAIDIDRC Economic Growth Portfolio

The USAID/DRC's Economic Growth program is committed to providing "Better and Sustainable
Economic Opportunities" for the people of the ORC as the central pillar of its development strategy. A
Performance Management Plan was developed in May, 2010, and the activities of the Office have been
elaborated in a results framework, around three pillar strategic objectives:

• Improved Food Security
• Better and Sustainable Economic Opportunity, and
• Increased Resilience ofAgro-ecosystcms

Over 70% of the population of the DRC is engaged in agriculture, and broad-based agricultural expansion
offers the best opportunity for poverty al1eviation and growth. The Economic Growth portfolio is
implementing 13 activities, not including the Food for Peace Activities, described in a separate lEE. 1)
The Food production, Processing and Marketing Project (FPPM); 2) The Emergency Response to the
Outbreak of Cassava Mosaic Disease (Phase Ill); 3~5) three activities of the Livelihoods Approach to Bio­
diversity Conservation with CARPE (3) in the Maringa-Lopori Wamba, (4) Ituri-Epaulu, and (5) Salonga
landscapes); 6) The Agricultural Policy Support Activity; 7)Microfinance for Fanners and Wholesalers in
Equateur province; 8) Policy Support to the Energy Sector, 9) the Development Credit Authority
Guarantee in Katanga, 10) a new Agri-business expansion Development Credit Authority Guarantee, I I)
the Market Linkages Program, and the 12) Economic Opportunity and Anti-Corruption Activity.

The Office of Economic Growth receives ESF funding earmarked under the GHFSI, biodiversity, clean
energy and economic opportunity. The DRC has tremendous agricultural potential and despite the fact
that it is recovering from conflict, DRC is taking significant steps and making significant progress
towards building institutional capacities and promoting agriculture-led development to support food
security and poverty alleviation.

C. Activities under the Economic Growth Portfolio

1) The Emergency Response to Cassava Mosaic Disease in DRC is an on-going project with IITA,
now in its third phase and 15th year. The project supports the development and dissemination of several
cassava varieties resistant to Cassava Mosaic Disease (CMD) in different DRC environments . The
implementing partner, Intemationallnstitute for Tropical Agriculture (liTA), has developed II new
cassava varieties which are adapted to high and low elevation zones. These improved varieties can
increase production, on average, 40% over traditional non disease-resistant varieties. To date, an
estimated 15% of the needs for improved varieties have been met, nationwide. An important lesson
learned from the cassava initiative is that a package of improvements is needed if smallholders are to
replace traditional varieties with new varieties of cassava. Thus, a component related to processing of
new varieties is helping fanners reap additional benefits from increased production. Phase III activities
focus on R&D, and liTA will perform less distribution of new cuttings, themselves. liTA is establishing
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partnerships with local NGOs to distribute the disease resistant cuttings, so that they can focus on their
core R&D activities . IITA is also perfonning assessments of other emerging agricultural diseases (banana
wilt, banana bunchy-top disease), and will continue to assist the national research centers to develop
important service capacities.

2) The DRC Food Production P rocessin g and Marketing (FPPM) Project will serve the
Kinshasa Market shed (FPPM) and is expected to be implemented from FY2010 through FY 2014 with
life-of-project fundi ng of $35 million. The purpose of the award is to ach ieve broad-based agr icultural
growth, and that purpose supports the overall goal of the award: to increase food security and reduce
poverty. Agriculture will play the major role in sustained economic recovery in the DRC, and will result
in improved livelihoods in urban, peri-urban and rural areas. This Project will support short and long tenn
food availability needs in the DRC, stimulate economic growth and increase incomes in rura l areas, and
estab lish a base for longer term development of a productive and market responsive agricultural sector.
This project will exploi t the well- recognized potential for broad -based agric ultural growth to contribute to
poverty reduction, general economic growth and social stability, while at the same time improving
agric ultural produc tiv ity and product diversity for increased household consumption and better household
nutrition. The FPPM Project Contractor will impleme nt a program of activit ies oriented around the
follow ing three components: 1) Increased Agricultural Productivity; 2) Improved Market Efficiency, and
3) Developed Capacity to Respond to Market opportunities.

3, 4, and 5) The Livelihoods Approach to bio-diversity Conservation project (LAC) is enabling
environmental NGOs to support agricultural livelihoods development in specific areas to reduce pressure
on forest resources and bio-diversity with African Wildlife Foundation (AWF), World Wildlife Fund
(WWF) and the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) , funds are supporting agric ultural livelihoods and
alternative live lihoods development in three areas adjacent to important protected areas, also supported by
the Central African Regional Program for the Environment (CARP E). Those three areas are: Maringa­
Lopori Wamba, Salonga, and ltur i. CA RPE partners execute large landscape-scale management strategies
to addresses both short and long-term conservation objectives linked to rura l livelihood improvement
activities while furthering national and regional natura l resource mon itoring and governance systems.
CARPE strengthens the capacity of managers at all levels; forest communities, national government
institutions , regional and international organizations through a program of training, techn ical ass istance
and hands-on conservation programs. Six ofthe twelve priority Congo Basin Forest Partnership
landscapes are located in the DRC, comprising more than 30 million ha. Additionally, CARPE helps
create the enabling policy and lega l conditions requi red for sustainable management. These programs
improve the management ofmillions of hectares of trop ical forests, help create new regu lations, policies
and laws and train people in a variety of management and technica l disciplines. These effo rts are
expected to decrease the rate of trop ical forest and biodiversity loss and the livelihoods components will
help lay the founda tion for sustainable econom ic growth in Central Africa. Specific support to the three
landscapes cited above, with EG fund ing, will improve household income by investing in economically
sustainable altern ative livelihoods activ ities that mitiga te the negative impacts of small scale timber
exploitation, slash and bum fanning practice, resource extraction and uncontrolled bush meat hunting .
By providing tools, improved seed, fert ilizer and trainings, LAC partners support alternative livelihoods
that minimize these environmental impacts, link efforts to community based planning and through
collaboration with CA RPE, to larger landscape level conservation planning.

6) The Microfinance for Farmers and Wholesalers in the Equateur P rovince Program is a
Development Gran ts Program (DGP) with the Paul Carlson Partnership and is intended to promote trade
between Equateur Province and Kinshasa, to increase cash income for fanners' families. This will result
in increased demand of locally produced crop commodities . The Projec t was awarded Sept. 30, 2009.
One goal of the DGP program is to build the financ ial, management and admi nistrative capacity of NGOs
and PYOs to work with USAID.
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7) The Internation al Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRl) is assisting the GDRC to develop a
stra tegy to increase investment in the agricultura l sector, and fi lling critical capacity bui ldi ng gaps that
complement efforts to boost economic growt h in agriculture. ORC is aligning its agriculture strategy with
the Comprehensive African Agricu ltural Development Program (CAADP) goals and IFPRI is playing a
critical role in th is effort . To support broad based agricultural development and the CAADP (and
part icipat ion in the Feed the Future Initiat ive), IFPRI is supporting seven the mes: I) A stock taking of
existing datasets and literature on agricultu ral developme nt in the ORC, 2) Inst itutiona l capacity building
in ORe's agricult ural sec tor, 3) Support to the CAAOP processes in the ORe , 4) Modeling land use
cho ices affecting ORe's rainforests and agricultural crop land, 5) Inst itutional barriers to trade, 6) A
gender assessment of the agricultura l sector, and 7) Improving Undernutritio n: the roles of gender, health
and agricultu re.

8) The Energy Sector Reform Project is assisting the GORC to design and implement a governance
structure for the Nati onal Electrification and Regulatory agencies for the ORC Min istry of Energy. The
project has already supported a feasibility study of operatio nal structures and procedures and subsequent
funding will support further articulation of an energy pol icy. The mechanism used to implement this
project is a buy-into the Energy II IQC. Th is project is centrally managed Th us it will addi tionally be
covered by Envi ronmen tal Determinat ions from EGAT.

9) The Katanga Develo pme nt C redit Authority Activities providing loan guarantees for alternative
livelihoods development in the Katanga Province of the ORe.

10) The Agri-business Ex pa nsio n Development C red it Authority is a new DCA wh ich will pro vide
agri -business lending throughout the country. but with particular focus on Complementarity to the FMMP
activity.

12) T he Economic O pportunity a nd Anti-Corruption Activity, which will be launched in FY 201 1 and
which will increase ma rket effic iency in Bas Congo, Bandundu and Kinshasa. th rough improved market
information and advocacy to lim it informal and illegal taxation, and corruption along trade routes.

13) T he Market L inkages Program (Activ ity Management for the Regional Program), whi ch will
support processing, wareh ousing and transport of agricultura l commo dities in the east of ORe.

SECTIO N II. COUNTR Y AND ENVIRONMENTAL BACKGROUND

The Democ ratic Republic of Congo (ORC) is recoverin g from the dea dliest conflic t since World War II.
Building upo n the constitutional referendum of 2006, the country has embarked upo n profound reforms to
est ablish democratic inst itut ions. With confli ct now limited to parts of Eastern Congo, the majority of the
co untry is poised for rapid econom ic recovery and growth. G OP increased by 6% in 200 8, prior to the
globa l finan cial cris is, based on agricultu re (55%), Ind ustry ( 11%) and the Serv ice Sector. Priority needs
for assistance are support for agricu ltu ra l policy and inst itut ional reforms, prod uct ivity, processing and
marketing. As progress in these areas takes hold. it will be necessary to address key aspects of the
busi ness env ironment infrastructu re. anti-corrupt ion, institutio nal capacity, finance and land tenure . All
program s to prom ote agriculturally-based developm ent mus t take into account the threats and
op portuni ties with respec t to the environment.

From 1990-92 and from 1997-99, the Democrat ic Repub lic of the Congo (DRC) recorded the greatest
increase in undernourished peop le in the world: seventeen million peop le, or 22% of the total increase in
the world' s underno urished pop ulatio n. According to the 2001 FAO report on the State of Food Insecurity
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in the World, 72% of the population in ORC is undernourished, with an average daily caJoric intake of
1610 calories/day. This is well below the FAO absolute minimum of 1800 calories per day and even
farther from the 2300 daily calories recommended to maintain good health. Estimates of thi s decl ine are
supported by Regional a" well as National Surveys performed in 2007 . From 1990 to 2008, Congo' s
Global Hunger Index (GHI) increased by 67%, the absolute worst decline in the entire world for that time
period. In 2008, DRC had the highest GHI index of any country in the world . Th is decline in the
nutritional status of the DRC since 1990 follows a decline in food production over that same period of
time .

Agriculture employs 62 percent of the men and 84 percent of the women in DRe. Agricultural
production for the DRC has fallen 40% since 1990. The provision of basic social services in health,
education, water and sanitation has declined as well. Mortality in children under five is alarming at 148
per 1000 people, although it has declined from a rate of205 per 1000 people some years ago. The primary
school enrollment for children is 64 %. The urban coverage rate for safe water has declined from 68% to
37 %, a trend which began in 1990. Only 7 % of the populati on has access to adequate sanitation.
Morta lity caused by water borne diseases or due to improper sanitatio n now accounts for 20 percent of all
deaths and 1,400 persons per day continue to die in the DRC of disease, malnutrition and hunger. With
an estimated population of 66 million people, ORC is arguably the most important target in order to halve
the number of undernourished people in the world by 2015.

Food insecurity and malnutriti on in the DRC result from decreased agricultural producti on, lack of access
to markets, low purchasing power of the population, weak instituti ons and corruption, conflict and
insecurity, large displaced populations and poor knowledge of the nutritive value of foods.

DRC is emerg ing from forty years of mismanagement and civil unrest, and two decades of civil war and
political unrest have resulted in more than 5 million deaths from violence, famine and disease. Rural
migration due to armed conflict has resulted in population increases in urban areas and over two million
displaced people, many of whom are now living in camps in Eastern Congo, in North and South Kivu.
Displaced populati ons have gathered around food distribut ion sites in Eastern Congo stretching all the
way to Province Orientale, North and South Kivu, Maniema and Katanga. Seventy percent of the
population resides in rural areas. These populations suffer from lack of access to road s and lack of
internal communications and their poor access to market s cuts them off from partic ipation in the broader
economy that could foster competition and growth. Population is expected to triple by 2050, to over 180
million. DRC is the second largest land area in sub-Saharan Afr ica and borders nine countries; its impact
on Regional security cannot be overstated, especially since DRC has enormous mineral wealth which has
on the one hand provided resources for growth for the country, but on the other fueled violent conflict and
war. From 2005-2008, the World Bank' s Doing Business Report rated DRC as the most difficult place in
the world to do business although, at the time of this writing and the release of the 2009 Doing Business
Report, the Central African Republic (CAR) is now ranked last, with DRC tak ing the penultimate spot.

The poor and ultra-poor are distributed throughout the country, both in urban and rural areas . Recent data
on food price inflation indicates that in the ORC, the food price crisis is far from over. DRC is heavily
dependent upon food imports for dome stic consumption , and import duties can vary from between 24 to
36%. Imports of rice, sugar, wheat, cereals and vegetable oil have doubled in recent years 1 as prices of
these and other commodities have continued to rise. Women in DRC are mo re vulnerab le and are more
likely to be amongst the ultra-poor. Sexual and gender-based violence and rape is used against women as
a weapon of war and women have little or no recourse to any system of justice. Displaced populations,
primarily in the East of the country , are also especially vulnerable and are landle ss and unable to access
their farms for cultivation or to earn a living; leaving them dependent upon food aid for survival.
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Ironically, ORC has tremendous agriculture potentia l. In terms of area of arable land, ORC could be the
seventh largest agriculture producer in the world. ORC has 80 million hectares of arable land; climatic
diversity and abundance of water that allows cultivation of a large var iety of crops; pasture potential to
support 40 million cattle; 125 mill ion hectares of tropical forest and the potential to produce 700,000 tons
offish each year. Policy coordination amongst donors and with the Government is weak by all estimates,
and lack of reliable data makes planning problematic.

ORCs forests are the second largest block of tropical forest in the world (145 million hectares, or
approximately 62 percent of national territory). These forests are critical to the livelihood ofabout 40
million Congolese, providing food, medicine, domestic energy, building materia ls, and cash. They playa
vital role in regulating the global environment. They harbor much unique biodiversity: DRe ranks fifth
among nations for its plant and animal diversity. If they are conserved and managed well, ORC's forests
could provide many national and global benefits in perpetuity. Yet DRC's forests and biodiversity are
under threat from a variety of fronts including clearing land for agriculture, illegal logging, a high rate of
bush meat consumption, population growth and migration, poverty, and conflict. Recognizing these and
other threats, the GORC seeks to deve lop and institutionalize a vision of DRC's forests as an enduring
provider of multiple goods and services rather than as an arena for the rapid extraction of timber and other
resources.

In the ORC there are three different classes of ecoregions: terrestrial, freshwater aquatic and marine, with
the first two overlapping because of the extensive freshwater swamps. The ecoregions are described in
groupings: western ORC, moist forests, northern forest/savanna mosa ic, southern forest/ savanna mosaic,
miombo dry forest, montane/alpine vegetation, and the rift valley lakes. In the north/central part ofDRC
lies the vast block of Cong0 Iian moist tropical forest and swamp forests is home to an enormous and
largely endemic flora and fauna. The southern part of the ORC supports extensive dry forests of the
miombo type, widespread in eastern Africa and rich in biodiversity though less so tha n the moist forest. A
very strange feature of the Congolian forest is that the moist and dry forests are not adjacent to each other .
There is a large expanse of sparsely-wooded tall grass savanna between them. Similar vegetation also
occurs to the north of the Congo, where the forest/savanna mosaic occurs between the moist forest and the
woodlands dominated by Isoberlinia and other trees that takes the place of miombo in the north. The
dynamics of this vegetation are still poorly-understood. However, the savannas appear to be a fire-climax
community that will develop into moist forest if burning is suppressed. ORC's aquatic ecosyste ms arc
extensive and contain a high number of endemic species.

Given the enormous biodiversity of the DRC and the high level of endemism, there must be large
numbers of species of animals and plants that depend upon as yet unidentified critical natural areas for
their survival. Documenting the biodiversity of the DRC and its distribution and critical habitat areas
needs to be an important priority for the universit ies and natura l resources agencies of the DRC and their
foreign partners. So far a few smaller sites protection lower-profile species have been identified, and the
bird conservation has taken the lead here, identifyi ng critical bird conservation areas in the fragmented
forests of the eastern highlands and elsewhere. Other critica l sites are caves along the lower Congo with
endemic fish, the Mont Hoyo area near the Virungas with Bedford's paradise-flycatcher and cave
ecosystems, sandy beaches with marine turt le nesting, and the southernmost fragment of the species-rich
Mayombe forest at Luki.

The ORe has a number of threatened and endangered species across all orders. The mammals category
contains most of the highest profile endangered species. Some species continue to decline because of
illegal trade in wildlife products, especially ivory and rhino hom, with ORC losing both of its rhinoceros
species. The northern white rhino, which depended on protection in the Garamba National Park for
survival, has apparently become ext inct in the wild between the 2003 Enviro nmental Analysis and now.
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Elephant populations conti nue to decline because of a resurgent trade in illegal ivory with Asia. War in
the east has increased pressure on gorillas and other wildlife, and led to the catastrophic dec line in hippo
numbers in Lake Albert . Larger mammals are especially susceptible to poach ing. and species continue to
decline through ORC, both because of the bush meat trade and because of habitat loss. The ORC list of
completely protected spec ies lists many mammals, especially primates that are listed by lUCN in lower
risk categories. However. wildlife protect ion for the most part depe nds upon protected area management
rather than species-based initiatives.

THREATS TO BIODIVERSITY AND TROPICAL FORESTS

Direct threats include

• Agriculture expansion as a result of shifting cultivation, particularly in Eastern DRC as a result of
demographic pressures and civil strife; future deforestation may be driven largely by the
expansion of palm oil plantatio ns into forest regions;

• Illegal artisanal logging and cross border trade linked to industria l logging concessions;

• The commercial bush meat trade which has replace habitat loss as the primary cause of wildlife
extinction;

• Given the overlap between ORC s mineral resources and tropical forests/protected area, without
adequate safeguards, including the use of'biodiversity offsets, industrial mining activities will
continue to threaten the DRC's forests and biodivers ity. Artisanal mining has had and continues
to have an impact on the ORC' s forests and biodiversity, including an impact on national packs
and wildlife reserves. The majority of the artisanal activity may have individually insignificant
effects on biodiversity and tropical forests but cumulat ively significant effects.

• As wood acco unts for 85% of domestic energy use in the ORC, cutting for fueJwood has been a
major driver afforest degradation around ORCs urban areas;

• Illegal trade in enda ngered species continues to have an impact on the ORC s elephant, hippo,
grey parrot populat ions as well as on important plat species includ ing Prunus africana and
Afromosia spp;

• As peace and stability return to the DRC, improv ing the country ' s road network will be
absolutely essentia l for development, but roads fragment the forests, favor the advance of
agriculture and facilitate hunting and trade in bushmcat;

• Zoonotic diseases such as ebola have had an devastating impact on the Congo Basin' s great ape
populations;

• Invasive species such as Chromoteana odorata and Sericostachys scandens are displacing native
species through competition for food and other resources, through predation, and alteration of
habitat;

• Bushfires in many areas are resulting in the progressive disappearance of the woody species most
sensitive to fire and the re-growth of herbaceous species;
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• DRC's aquatic biodiversity is menaced by overexploitation, pollution, alteration of habitat and
destruction of shore zones.

Indirect threats in include climate change and displaced populations and conflicts.

The threats and opportunities were reviewed in relation to biodiversity and tropical forests .

Good governance:
Good governance, the rule of law, and the ability to participate in the selection of individuals called upon
to make policy and decisions that both affect the quality of daily life and set the course for the future are
extremely important for environmental management. Assuming the thoughtful implementation of
governance activities these should enhance the long term protection of biodiversity and maintenance of
forest cover. Governance activities should enhance community participation in efforts such as zoning
while at the same time help communities to understand the process by which decisions are made that are
in the interest of the nation, and not necessarily in the short term interests of a particular group of
individuals.

Threats to forests
Threats to forests in DRC include slash and bum agriculture and the bush meat trade. Causal factors
include increased forest access (commercial logging, roads), weak institutional capacities (inadequate
resources for forest management, lack of good governance) and inappropriate management strategies.
Work in the agriculture sector is critically important to improving the well being and economic status of
those who need it the most. USAID livelihood projects have the opportunity to enhance the long term
protection of biodiversity and tropical forests by promoting sustainable usc. Activities can also help orient
people away from critical protected areas as well as other areas highlighted as important for conservation.
At the same time, livelihood projects that do not plan for possible negative environmental consequences
run the risk ofcontributing to the degradation and/or loss of forest cover and biodiversity.

National Environmental Policy and Procedures

The ORC has a Ministry of Environment, Conservation ofNature and Tourism with policies on the
protection afforests, wildlife and water resources. ORC has also a draft national environmental code and
a draft water code which are still at the parliament for clearance. These policies documents will be
respected and applied in all activities under this program.

SECTION III. EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL THREATS, ENVIRONMENTAL
DETERMINATIONS AND CONDITIONS

The purpose of this Initial Environmental Examination is to provide threshold determinations for the
activities ofUSAlD/DRC's Economic Growth Office. All bi-Iateral Economic Growth activities funded
through the USAID/DRC/ Economic Growth Office fall under this Environmental Threshold
Determination. Activities funded by USAIDIDRC but managed as centrally managed mechanisms are
covered by this lEE. Centrally managed and funded mechanisms are also covered by environmental
determinations out of their respective Bureau lEE. In that case Economic Growth Activity Managers are
not responsible for ensuring environmental compliance with provisions and conditions of the respective
Bureau lEEs. However, they will consult with AOTRs of centrally funded mechanisms to ensure
activities comply with the Economic Growth Agriculture and Trade Office lEE. This lEE is a
consolidation of all the previous thresholds determinations for all the activities currently enrolled under
Economic Growth and will replace the previous lEE for Economic Growth: 193-3XDRC09
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USAID's current Economic Growth (EO) portfolio includes is expanding to include 13 different projects,
as noted. Specific descriptio ns of act ivities are detailed below.

I) The FPPMP Project focuses on increasing productivity, market efficiency and rural value-addition to
enhance food secur ity through market-driven production, organization, and private agri-business
development & agricultural productivity. Activit ies will include:

Categorical Exclusion:

a) Agricultural extension and advisory services, production planning and community organization and
mobilization
b) Training and capacity building at all levels of the agricultu ral and aquaculture production chain,
c) Support to research and information for the development of the market supply chain.

Negative Determination, cond itions described:

d) Improved production technology through improved seeds and planting stock and practices
c) Supply of planting tools
f) Road rehabilitation and rehabilitation of market infrastructure (storage facilities, collecting centers),
g) Increasing trucking and transport capacity in selected areas (providing trucks/river transport/other
transport services) ,
h) Setting up micro-credit schemes for micro- and small enterprise developm ent and facilitating access to
credit
i) Improving production of, and the local processing of agricultural products (cassava, maize, and rice,
others)
j) Biophysical aspects of improved animal husbandry, aquaculture and forestry production, management
and processing
k) Integrating agriculture adjacent to areas of important biodiversity and forested areas
I) Reforestation and afforestation including integrated agro-forestry and agro-ecological systems
management

Determinations and Conditions

A Categorical Excl usion from environmental examination is recommended for the following sorts
of activities under the Food Product ion, Processing and Marketing Project, except to the extent that
the activities directly affect the environment (such as construction of facilities), pursuant to:

22CFRl16.2(c) (2) (i) [education, technical ass istance, training]
22CFRlI6.2(c) (2) (ii) [contro lled experimentation]
22CFRl I 6.2(c) (2) (iii) [analyses, studies, workshops and meetings]
22CFRlI6.2(c) (2) (v) [document and information transfer].
22 CFR 2l6.2(c) (2) (xiv) [programs to develop capabi lity of recipient countries

and organizations in development planning].

The Categorical Exclusion appl ies to:

a) Agricultural extension and advisory serv ices, production planning and community organization and
mobi lization
b) Training and capacity building at all levels of the agricultura l and aquaculture production chain,
c) Support to research and information for the development of the market supp ly chain .
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Pursuant to 22 CFR 2 l6 .3(a}(2) (iii) a Negative Determination with Conditions is recommended
for the following activities:

Improved production technology through improved seeds and planting stock and
practices

Cond itions: The plant stocks improvement will be limited to seeds selection and
multiplication. Suppliers shall: 1} ensure appropriateness for the agro-cl imatic zone to which
they are being introduced; 2}avoid introducing exotic invasive species; and 3} avoid
providing or promot ing genetically modified organ isms (GMOs). This requires identifying
and mitigating any potential direct adverse impacts on the physical environment and human
health and safety (such as due to aflatoxin contamination) arising from distribution of free
seeds. Lastly, non-native plants will not be introduced into protected areas.

Supply of Planting Tools.

Condi tion: The supply of appropriate planting tools (Hoes, machetes, axes etc.) will be
limited to those that do not have detrimental impacts on the environment

Road rehabilitation and rehabilitation of market infrastructure (storage facilities,
collecting centers),

Condit ions: The FPPM project may build or rehabilitate a limited number of feeder roads.
Interventions will be implemented in accordance with EGSSAA Part II Chapter 14, Rural
Roads, specifically; some of the most significant environmental impacts of rural road
infrastructure include soil erosion, (failing to keep water off of road surfaces) and subsequent
water quality degradation, siltation of nearby rivers and streams, lakes and wetlands.
Management offuel and lubricants at road camps must be addressed, and an M&E plan
developed. Road and quarry "borrow pits," can sometimes be created, when roads are being
rehabilitated or built, and roads can block surface and sub-surface water flows, when not
properly planned and executed . Poorly installed culverts in wet or meadow areas may
concentrate water and fonn gullies. Implementing partners will address, in their EMP, site
specific mitigation and monitoring plans for each of the above listed concerns, as well as the
additional concerns described in the EGSSAA. Operation and maintenance of all
infrastructure investments will be included as a component of the EMP, and that plan should
address both new investments in rehabilitated and newly constructed feeder roads, as well as
plans for the decommissioning of existing roads and infrastructure.

Infrastructure development activities often require new construction, as well as the
rehabilitation of existing facilities. The FPPM project may build or rehabilitate market
infrastructure facilities. An EMP will be required for each facility, to address both the
environmental impact of the construction activities themselves, and the sustainability and
appropriateness ofthe infrastructure. Common environmental impacts of the rehabilitation of
infrastructure include both direct and indirect impacts to land and environmental resources.
Implementers will consult EGSSAA, Chapter 3, Small Scale Construction, as well as
information on solid waste management, energy, and other applicable guidelines. Common
impacts include damage to valuable ecosystems, sedimentation of surface waters caused by
the extraction ofconstruction materials, contamination of ground and surface water supplies,
adverse social impacts, and other concerns.
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Increasing trucking and transport capacity in selected areas (providi ng trueksrrh..er
tra nsport/other transport serv ices),

Conditions: Management of fuel and lubricants at road camps must be addressed, and an
M&E plan developed . Furtherm ore, increasing trucking and transport capacity may place
additional strai ns on rural roads and bridges, and an environmental assessment of the impact
of increased transportation should be included in the M&E plan ,

Setting up micro-cred it schemes for micro- and small enterp r ise development and
facilitating access to credit

Conditions: For support to micro-finance institutions and MSEs, the EG Team shall ass ist
MFI and MSE credit and service providers to institutionalize environmental reviews of credit
and service projects and individu al activities, MSEs and MFIs shall receive training in the
use of environment guidelines . The guidelines will illustrate how environmentally sound
practices can be used to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of doing business. A micro
credit guide will be elabo rated to sustain the entire process and management practices will be
set up to minimize the impacts of the activities on the envi ronment.

Such activit ies shall also be subject to USAID environmental review. The Environmental
Review Form in the EGSSAA shall be tailored as needed, to assist in identifying potential
environmental impacts that are likely to occur as a result of such micro enterprise activities,
The ERF helps to classify such potenti al impacts into low risk med ium risk and high risk
categories. Mitigat ion measures will be identified for all med ium and high risk categories,
(SO Team will use guidelines in USAID Bureau for Africa's Environmental Guidelines for
Small-Scale Activities in Africa (EGSSAA) Part Ill, "Guidelines for Micro and Small
enterprises") In add ition, the SO team leader shall visit all such projects during
implementation to ensure that they are not likely to cause any adverse env ironmental impacts,
with a view to correcting and or initiating additional mitigation measu res,

Improving prod uction of, and the local processing of agricultural products (cassava,
maize, and rice, ot hers)

Conditions: It is critical that environmental effects be taken into account when planning
agricultural initiatives, Soil, water, and irrigation are the subjects of Chapter I of the
EGSSAA, and the implementer will develop an EMP to address the environmental impacts of
these interventions. Some of the common impacts include: degradat ion of marginal lands that
displace previous land uses, deforestation, degradation or destruction of protected habitats,
biodiversity loss, crop land degradation, introduction of exotic species. so il erosion. reduction
of soil fertility. siltation of water bodies, reduction in water quality and policy impacts of
agriculture, The local processing of agricultural commodit ies must be done in accordance
with an EMP, developed in conjunction with the best practice guidelines.

The act ivities under this program shall be conducted following the principles provided in
Chapter -1.2 Food Processing: Cleaner Production Faa Sheerand Resource Guide of the
USAID Environmental GUidelines/ or Small-scale Activities in Africa. which can be found at
http://www.encapafrica.orglEGSSAAlfooc!processing.pdf.

Biophysical aspects of Improved animal husbandry, aquacultu re and forestry
production, management and processing
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Conditions: Animal husbandry is integral to rural livelihoods. Grazi ng, mixed farming and
industrial systems all pose different environmental challenges. Common challenges include
overgrazi ng, po licy and legal problems associated with trad itional and modem husbandry
pract ices, access to critical resources, harm to vegetat ion. loss of farm fertility. All activities
will be done in accordance with best practices and will consider climate, terrain and
ecosystem impacts. Aquaculture programs will consult best practices under the EGSSAA
Part II, Chapter 6.

Integrating agriculture adjacent to areas of important biodiversity and forested areas

Conditions: Best practice gu idelines on agriculture, EGSSAA will be referenced and adhered
to. as documented in the EMP for the FPPM program.

Reforestation and afforestation induding integrated egro-Iorestry and agro-ecological
systems management

Conditions: Best practice guidel ines EGSSAA Chapter 7: Forestry: Reforestation, Natural
Resource Managemen t, and agro-forestry.

2) T he Emergency Response to the Outbreak of Cassava Mosaic Disease (Cassava III). The
Objective of the act ivity is to mult iply, disseminate and put into production as much CMD-resistant
cassava and improved technology (c1ean-cutting of cultivars) as possible among as many fanners as
possible throughout the DRC.

Determination and Conditions

A Categorica l Exclusion from further environmental review is recomm ended , pursuant to 22
CFR 2 16.2 (c ) (2) (i)(ii)(iii) and (v), for the research, technical assistance, tra ining, workshops
and informatio n transfer components of the cassava seed production, mu ltiplicat ion and
dissemination activities.

3) The Livelihoods Approach to Conservation (LAC) program supports agricultural livelihoods
development in three biodiversity landscape s, in order to reduce pressure on forest resources and bio­
diversity, and in conjunction with the Central African Regional Program for the Environment (CARP E).
Its activities include the following: Training and capacity building, policy advocacy, outreach/media,
provision of tools and improved seeds and fertilizer.

Dete rmina tion and Condit ions

A Catego rical Exclusion from further envi ronmental review is recommended, pursuant to 22
CFR 216 .2 (c ) (2) (i)(i i)(iii) and (v), for the training, ca pacity building, policy advocacy and
outreach/media activities, to the extent that they will have no foreseeable direct impact on the
physica l environmen t.

Pursuant to 22 CF R 216.3(a) (2) (iii) a Negative Determination with Conditions is recommended
for the following activities:

Improved production technology through improved seeds and planting stock and
practice!
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Conditions: The plant stocks improvement will be limited to seeds select ion and
multiplication. Suppli ers shall: I) ensure appropriateness for the agro-climatic zone to which
they are being introduced ; 2) avoid introducing exotic invasive species; and 3) avoid
providing or promoting genetically modified organisms (GMOs). Th is requires identi fying
and mitigating any potential direct adverse impacts on the physical env ironment and human
health and safety (such as due to aflatoxin contamination) ar ising from distribution of free
seeds. Lastly , non-native plants will not be introduced into protected areas.

Supply of Planting Tools.

Condition : The supply of appropriate planting tools (Hoes, machetes, axe s etc .) will be
limited to those that do not have detri mental impac ts on the environment

4) The Agricultural Policy Support Activity for the Government of the Democratic Republic of
Congo (GDRC) supports the GDRC in seven critical capacity build ing and research themes I) A
stocktaking of existing datasets and literature on agricultu ral devel opment in the ORC, 2) Institutional
capacity building in DRC's agricultural sector, 3) Support to the CAA OP processes in the ORC, 4)
Modelin g land use choices affecting ORC' s rainforests and agricultural cropland, 5) Institutional barr iers
to trade, 6) A gender assessment of the agricultural sector, and 7) Improving Undernutrit ion: the roles
of gender, health and agriculture.

Determina tion and Condi tions

A Categorical Exclusion is recommended, pursuant to 22 CFR 216.2 (c ) (2) (iXii) (iii) and (v),
for the Agricultural Policy Support Activity as all its activities have to do with technical
assistance, tra ining, seminars, and workshop s; analysis, studies, rese arch , work shops and
meet ings; and, documentation and information tran sfer

5) The objective of the Microfina nce for Farmers and Wholesalers in Eq uateu r province is to
promote crop trade with outs ide reg ions in order to increa se cash income for fanners' familie s. This will
result in increased dema nd of locally-produced crop comm odities that will have to be collected and
transported to people involved in the wholesale trade of agricu ltura l products. The activities include the
following:

a) Improve local economy through agricultural improved technology and exte nsion
b) Improve quality of local agriculture through providing microfinance and advice on crops with
good market potential to fanners, providing training in microfinance to fanners, and by offering
hybr id stocks
c) Strengthen linkages to outside economy through creating and sustaining linkages between
wholesalers in proj ect area and Kinshasa buyers in order to prom ote the circulation of cash and
ensure a conti nuous exp ort of local agricultural commodities
d) Strengthen voice of women in fam ily and commercial affairs to promote the involvement of
women in decision-making both at family level and in commercial affairs within the project area

Determina tion and Conditions

A Categorical Exclusion is r ecommended, pursuant to 22 CFR 216.2(c) (2) (i) (ii) (ii i) {iv), for
most of the activities in a), b), c) and d) above, as they have no direct foreseeable impact on the
physical env ironment.
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Negative Deter m ina tion with Conditions, pursuant to 22 CFR 216.3(a) (2) (iii), is
recommended for any of the microfinance activities associate d with any of the activ ities
described above

Conditions include: Activities relating to the expansion of microfinance and or micro enterprise
sha ll be subj ected to environmental review. The Environmental Review Form in the EGSSAA
shall be tailored as needed, to assist in identifying potential environmental impacts that are likely
to occur as a result of such micro enterprise activities. The ERF helps to classify such potent ial
impacts into low risk medium risk and high risk categories. Mitigation measures will be identified
for all medium and high risk categories. (SO Team will use guide lines in USAID Bureau for
Africa 's Environmental Guidelines for Sma ll-Scale Activities in Africa (EGSSAA) Part Ill ,
"Guidelines for Micro and Small enterprises") In addition, the team leader shall visit all such
projects during implementation to ensure that they are not likely to cause any advers e
environmental impacts, with a view to correcting and or init iating additi onal mitigation measures.

6) The Energy Sector Reform Project is intended to help design and implement a governance structure
for the National Electrification and Regulatory Agencies for the ORC Ministry of Energy in order to
establish a new energy sector policy for the ORC. The project will deal with feasibility studies regardi ng
operational structures and procedures to establish the right s and respon sibilities for the two institutions
cited above .

Determination and Conditions

A Categorical Exclusion , pursuant to 22 CFR 216.2(c) (2) (i ii), is recommended for this activity
as it has to do with analysis and studies with no direct foreseeable impact on the phys ical
env ironment

9) The Katanga Development Credit Authority Activities providing loan guarantees for alternative
livelihoods devel opment in the Katanga Provi nce ofthe ORC.

10) T he Agri-business Expa nsion Development Credit Authority is a new DCA which will provide
agri-business lend ing through out the country, but with particular focus on Complementarity to the FMMP
activity.

A Negative Determination with Conditions, pursuant to 22 CFR 216. 3(a) (2) (iii), is recommended for
any of the microfinance activities associated with the DCA programs:

Sett ing up micro-credit schemes for micro- and small enter p r ise development and
fac ilitating access to credit

Conditions: For support to micro-finance institutions and MSEs, the EG Team shall assist
MFI and MSE credit and service providers to institutionalize environmental reviews of credit
and service projects and individual activities. MSEs and MFls shall receive training in the
use of environment guidelines. The guidelines will illustrate how environmentally sound
practices can be used to improve the effect iveness and efficiency of doing business. A micro
credit guide will be elaborated to sustain the entire proces s and management practices will be
set up to minimize the impacts of the activit ies on the environment.

Such activi ties shall also be subject to USAID environmental review. The Environmental
Review Form in the EGSSAA shall be tailored as needed , to assist in identifying potential
environmental impacts that are likely to occur as a result of such mic ro enterprise activities.
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The ERF helps to classify such potential impacts into low risk medium risk and high risk
categories. Mitigation measures will be identified for all medium and high risk categories.
(SO Team will use guidelines in USAID Bureau for Africa's Environmental Guidelines for
Small-Scale Activities in Africa (EGSSAA) Part 111, "Guidelines for Micro and Small
enterprises") In addition, the SO team leader shall visit all such projects during
implementation to ensure that they are not likely to cause any adverse environmental impacts,
with a view to correcting and or initiating additional mitigation measures.

11) The Economic Opportunity and Anti-Corruption Activity, which will be launched in FY 2011 and
which will increase market efficiency in Bas Congo, Bandundu and Kinshasa, through improved market
information and advocacy to limit informal and illegal taxation, and corruption along trade routes.

A Categorical Exclusion, pursuant to 22 CFR 216.2(c) (2) (iii), is recommended for this activity
as it has to do with analysis and studies with no direct foreseeable impact on the physical
environme nt

12) Th e Market Linkages Program (Activity Management for the Regional Program), which will
support processing, warehousing and transport of agricultural commodities in the east of ORC.

A Negative Determination with Conditions. pursuant to 22 CFR 216.3(a) (2) (iii), is recommended for
market infrastructure activities:

Infrastructure development activities often require new construc tion, as well as the
rehabil itation of existing facilities. The FPPM project may build or rehabilitate marke t
infrastructure facil ities . An EMP will be required for each facility, to address both the
environm ental impact of the construction activities themse lves, and the sustainability and
appropriateness of the infrastructure. Common environmental impacts of the rehabilitat ion of
infrastructure include both direct and indirect impacts to land and environmental resources.
lmpleme nrers will consult EGSSAA, Chapte r 3, Small Scale Construction, as well as
information on solid waste management, energy, and other applicable guidelines. Common
impacts include damage to valuable ecosystems, sedimentation of surfac e waters caused by
the extraction of construction materials, contam ination of ground and surface water supplies ,
adverse social impacts, and other concerns.

Additional requirements that apply to all activities und er t he th reshold determination of "Negative
Determination with Conditions" in this Economic Growth lEE:

(a) The responsibility for implementing activities in accordance with the findings and conditions of
this lEE must be incorporated into all contracts and grants that serve to implement activities
covered under this lEE.

(b) The contractor /grantee will have each activity including grants reviewed by a qualified
professional approved by the Mission Environmental Officer (MEa). The environmental
professional assessment of the activity and recommendations on any further environmental
actions to be taken and comments on activities showing potential for significantly adverse
environmental baseline conditions prior to activity implementation is an integral part of the
Mitigation, Monitoring Plan. This will be completed using the Environm ental Screening form
(see annex 2).
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(c) Economic Growth. AOTRs will undertake field visits and consultations with implementing
partners to jointly assess the environmental impacts of ongoing activities, and the effectiveness of
associated mitigation and monitoring plans.

(d) Reports will be required for processing facilities with Environmental Assessment of
environmental impacts and appropriate mitigations and monitoring procedures presented

(e) Organizations receiving USAID/DRC funds and transferring them through grants or other
mechanisms to other organizations must incorporate provisions stipulating:
a) the activities to be undertaken will be within the scope ofthe environmental determinations

and recommendations of this lEE.
(f) For activities that are not funded by USAIDIDRC, but are an identifiable part of the Economic

Growth activity (for example if another source of funding is supporting agricultural activities),
the implementing partner must assure that, at a minimum, the equivalent USAlD standards for
mitigation are followed.

(g) Adherence to applicable GDROC environmental laws and policies is a requirement to be met by
the Contractor IGrantee.

SECTION IV. ACTIVITYIPROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE REPORTING,
MONITORING AND SCREENING REQUIREMENTS (SEE ANNEX I)

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting

USAID/DRC Economic Growth Office will enforce monitoring and mitigation strategies as reported in
Annex 1 Recommended Determinations & Mitigation Actions By Activity, to ensure compliance with 22
CFR 216 and ADS 204.3.4 in documenting that the conditions specified in EG lEE have been met for all
activities carried out under each award and be completed by each organization carrying out activities
under USAID/DRC/EG contract or award. Each AOTR., AOTR and Activity Manager assumes oversight
responsibility, working proactively with the implementation teams.

The EG team will ensure that provisions of the lEE and the conditions and monitoring set forth herein are
incorporated into all contracts, subcontracts, cooperative agreements, grants and sub-grants, as
appropriate, following the ADS 204 Help Document, "Language for Use in Solicitations and Awards
(http://www .usaid .govIpolicyIads/200/204sac. pdf).

Annual Environmental Compliance Reporting

As part of the Annual Report, the Economic Growth. team will provide comprehensive annual
"Environmental Compliance Report" to the REO and BEO for review on the status of implementation of
the requirements of this lEE. Particular focus will be put to these activities that are recommended for
Negative Determination with Conditions, including sufficient information to demonstrate that the
activities being conducted remain consistent with the description provided above and that the conditions
are being followed .

Economic Growth Monitoring Responsibilities

As required by ADS 204.5.4 the SO team must actively monitor on going activities for compliance with
approved lEE recommendations and modify or end activities that are not in compliance. If additional
activities not described in this document are added to this program, then an amended or new
environmental documentation must be prepared . The SO team will also ensure that provisions of the lEE
concerning mitigative measures and the conditions specified herein along with the requirements to
monitor be incorporated in all contracts, cooperative agreements, grants and sub grants.
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Grantee/contractor personnel in charge offield monitoring will use the environmental screening/report
form (see annex2) during every field site visit to screen all ongoing activities for environmental
compliance and report back to USAID.

Environmental Screening Process

• Implementing partners will screen proposed activi ties according to the Africa Bureau Screening and
Environmental Review Process, which is described in the Africa Bureau Environmental Guidelines,
Part III. Th is can be found at http://\V\1,w.encapafrica.org/docs .htrn#compliance2,

• As described there and in Ann ex 2 below, the screening categories include the following: Very low
risk (Category I): Activities that would normally qualify for a categorical exclusion under Reg. 216;
Medium risk (Category 2): Acti vitie s that would normally qualify for a negative determination under
Reg. 216; High risk (Category 3): Activit ies that have a clear potential for undesirable
environmental impacts and typically under Reg. 216 require an Environmenta l Assessment; and Very
high risk (Category 4): Activities that either USAID cannot fund or for which specific finding s must
be made in an Environmental Assessment prior to fundin g.

• The MEO shall be responsible , first, for clea ring the implement ing partner' s category determination.
Further, the MEO must review and approve all Environmental Rev iews individually or in groups and
then pass on to the REO for rev iew. All Category 3 Environmenta l Revi ews must be approved by the
BEO. Any activities that fall within Category 4 will be immediately referred to the REO and BED,
unless the MEO reject them and the reby deny implementation of the subject activities.

• The implementing partners will take into consideration potential environmental impacts and their
mitigati on and monitoring measure s, including avoidance, thro ugh design, implementation, impact
mitigation and mon itoring of their activities to achieve an envi ronmentally-sound project design and
program susta inability.

• Implementing partners will take into account the Africa Bureau Environmental Guidelines for Small­
Scale Activities in Africa and other appropriate Africa Bureau and generic environmental assessment
sources, to assist in determining what potential projects impacts shou ld be of concern for differe nt
types of deve lopment activit ies in various settings, and which impacts to mitigate and monitor for a
particular development activity.

• Imple menting partners must identify in the environmental review reports all proposed environmental
mit igation and monitoring requirements. Once the environmental rev iew reports are approved,
mit igation measures and mon itoring procedures stated in the environmental review report shou ld be
considered as a requ irement. Additionally, project implementers should ensure that the agreed-upon
mitigation and monitoring measures are in place .

• USAID/DRC Team shall report on an annual basis on the status of environmental screening and
review, and the implementation of required mitigation and monitoring measures. This will include the
review of implementing partners' progress and ann ual reports to help determine if environmental
mitigation and monitoring proc edure s are in place, including their expected performance, and
periodic field visits by the REO.

2 http://www.encapafrica.orgldocs.htm#compliancehtm://www.encapufrica.org/documenr.'i/compJiance fOrms/AFR­
EnvR..'ViewForm-17Jan05. doc
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ANNEX 1: RE COMMENIl EIlIlET ERMI NATI ONS & MITIGATION ACTIONS
BY ACTIVITIES WITIII'OT ENTI AL ENVlllONMENTAL IMI'ACTS

Activities Hlust rutivc Po te nt ia l Rcc om mend l,tl Mitig:t tion lind M oni toring Measures
Envirumncn rnl Impacts Dete r IU i II a tiOil S

Improve production • Introduct ion of invasive Negati ve Determ ination Ensure usc of loca l crops thai are appropriate for the
techno logy through species with Conditions pursuant agroc limatic zone to which they are being introdu ced; no
improved seeds and • Use or OMOs to 22 CFR 216 (J}(a) introduction of exotic or invasive species;
planting practices and (i i i)
organization & The act ivities under this program shall also be conducted
improved plan ting following the principles provided in Chapter IAgrictdture
stocks. of the USAID Environmental Guidelinesfe r Small-scale

Activities in Africa, which ca n be found at
http ://www.cncapafrica ,org/EGSSA N agri culturc ,lli![

Responsible Pam: C ontracto r o r G ran tee

Improved Local • Piling up of by products Negat ive Determi nation Th e activit ies under this program shall be conducted
Processing of Cassa va. • Da mage to the ecosystem with Cond it ions pursuant fo llowi ng the principles provided in Chapter -1.2 Food

• Pil ing up of so lid &water to 22 CFR 216 (J)(a) Processing: Cleaner Production Fact Sheet and Resource

waste (iii) Guide of the USA ID Environmental Guidelinesf or Small-

• Th reat to water supply scale Activities in Af rica, wh ich can be found at

qua lity http://www.encapafrica .orglEG SSA Nfoodproccssing.pdf

• Sed imentation of streams
and surface wate r

• Contamination of water
supply Respon sible Party: Con trac tor or G ra ntee
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Activities Illust ra tive Potential Recommended Mitigation and Monitoring Measures
Environ mental Impacts Determinations

Micro-Cred it Schemes Potential environmental Negative Determination Activities relating to the expansion of microfinance and or
for Micro and Small impacts from MSE ' s include: with Conditions pursuant micro enterprise shall be subjected to environmental
Enterprise Development 10 22 CFR 216 (3)(a) review. The Environmental Review Form in the EGSSAA

Solid, chemical and (iii) shall be tai lored as needed, to assist in identifying potential
hazardous waste issues environmental impacts that are likely to occur as a result of

such micro enterprise activities. The ERF helps to classify
Air pollution and such potent ial impacts into low risk medium risk and high
particulate dust risk categories. Mitigation measures will be identified for

a ll medium and high risk categories. (SO Team will use
Water pollution guidel ines in USAID Bureau for Africa's Environmental

Guidelines fo r Small-Scale Activities in Africa (EGSSAA)
Soil eros ion Part Ill, "Guidelines/ or Micro and Small Enterprises")

httpJ/www.encapafrica.orglEGSSAA/mse introduction.pdf
Health and safety risks

In addition, the team leader shall visit all such projects
during implementation to ensure that they are not likely to
cause any adverse environmental impacts., with a view to
correcting and or initiating additional mitigat ion measures.

Responsible Pa r ty : AOTRICOTR and Cont ractor or
G ra ntee

Any biophysical The full nature and extent of the Negative Determination Further environmental review, and approval by the MEa,
activities associated activities in this program, and with Conditions pursuant REO, and BEO, will be required prior to the
with the LAC Program any biophysical aspects t0 22CFR 216(3) (a) commencement ofany of the biophysical activities

resulting from it, are unclear at (iii) contained within these programs.
this stage. Res ponsible Pa rty : AOTRICOTR

Any biophys ical aspects The full nature and extent of the Negative Determination Further environmental review, and approval by the MEO,
of the improved animal activities in these programs, and with Conditions pursuant REO, and BEO, will be required prior to the
husbandry and any biophysical aspects to 22 CFR 216 (3)(a) commencement of any of the biophysical activi ties
product ion pract ices resulting from them, is unclear (iii) contained within these programs resources may be needed

at this stage. by these programs to complete and implement such
Environmental Assessments

Res nonstble Partv: AOTRICOTR
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Activities Illu strative Potential Recommended Miti~l1lifln lind Mflnitflrin~ Measures
Envlrnnmental Impacts Determ ina tions

Road rehab ilitation The full nature and extent of the Negative Determination Further environmental review, and approval by the MEO,
activities in these programs, and with Conditions pursuant REO, and BED, will be requi red prior to the
any biophysical aspects to 22 CFR 216 (3)(.) commencement of any of tile biophysical activities
resulting from them, is unclear (iii) conta ined within these programs.
at this stage.

Responsi ble Partv: AOTRICOTR
Further environmental review, and approval by the MEO,

Rehabilitat e market The full nature and extent of the Negative Determination REO, and BED, will be required prior to the
infrastructure activities in these programs, and with Co nditions pursuant commencement of any of the biophysical activities
(storage faci lities, any biophysical aspects t022 CFR 216(J ) (.) contained within these programs.
collecting centers, resulting from them, is unclear (iii) Responsible Party: AOTRICOTR
deve lopment of at this stage.
infrastructure for loca l
markets)
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ANNEX 2:

ENVIROl'o'MENTAL SCREENINGIREPORT FORM
FOR PARTNER ACTIVITIES & GRANT PROPOSALS

Ito be adapted by/with partners to th eir situations)

Note to individuals adapting the:

• Africa Bureau Environmental Review FORM &
• Environmental Review Form INSTRUCTIONS

for use on a particular program/activity:

• The Environmental Review Form and its instructions are for use in the review and approval of subproject
proposals that are ( 1) carried out under an " umbrella" project AND (2) defi ned and rev iewed after
app roval of the overall or "umbrella project." Typical subprojects include microfinance activities or
subgrants for small-scale development .

• For primarily NR M-o riented program s, consider and use the Supplemental Envi ronmental Review Fonn
for NRM sector act ivities. especially those considering NRM -based enterprises, CBNRM, ecotourism,
etc..

• Text in tll'~ERr.; 1'1 &: .r. ~ nIGIIUGUl1 MUST be mod ified to reflect project and mission name.

• Yellow high lighted text is only put emphasis on the points highlighted, and can also be dropped

• Both the fonn AND instruct ions should be reviewed and modified in general to reflec t the needs of the
spec ific um brella proj ect.

• Both form and instructions must be appended to the Initial Environmental Examination for the overall
project.

Revis ion history:
Last revised April 13,2004, to include biosafety considerations and better reflect the
Supplemental Environmental Review Fonn for NRM sector activities. Fonnaning and
presentation revised 17 Jan 2005.
I>ELET E THIS I'AGE BEFORE MOI>IFYINGII>ISTRIIlUTI NG T IllS FO RM



17 Jan2005

Instructions for environmental
review of ~X Program/Promactivities

ere

Note :
These instructions accompany the "Environmental Review Fonn for ro ram ro ec
Activities."

Follow, but DO NOT SUBMIT. these instruct ions.

Who must submit the Environmental Review Form?
ALL implementing Partners applying to implement activities under the iQ~:e 'C must complete the
"Environmental Review Form" form UNLESS the project or activity is carried out to address an emergency(e.g..
international disaster assistance). Emergencies are determined by the US Ambassador or USA/D. not by the applicant.'

Importance
The proposed activity cannot be approved and no "irreversible commitment of resources" can be made
unti l the environmental documentation, including any miti gation measures. is approved by the Missio n
Environmental Officer (MEO). Approval by other authorities in USAID may also be required.
NOTE: USAID may request modifications, or reject the documentation.
If the activities are found to have significant adverse impacts. a full Environmental Assessment must be
conducted . RAMP. USAID. and the applicant will confer in any such case to determine next steps.

Step 1. Provide requested "Applicant lnforma tio n" (Section A of the form)

Step 2. List all proposed activities
In Section B of the form . fist all proposed activities. Include all phase s: planning. design. cons/rue/ion,
operation & maintenance. Include ancillary activities. (These are activities that are required to build or
operate the primary activity. Examples include bui lding or improving a road so that heavy vehicles can
reach the project site, excavation of fill material or gravel for construction. provi sion of electricity.
water. or sewage facilit ies, disposal of solid waste , etc.)

Step 3a. Screening: Identify low-risk a nd high -risk activities
For each activity you have listed in Section B of the form, refer to the list below to determine whether it
is a listed low-risk or high-risk act ivity.
If an activity is specifically identified as "very low risk" or "high risk" in the list below. indicate this in
the "screening: result" column in Sect ion B of the form.

Very low-risk act iv ities
(Activities with low potential for adverse biophys ical or

health impacts: induding §216.2(c)(2»

High-risk activi ties
(Activities with high potential for adverse biophysical or

health impacts; induding §216.2(d)(1»

,
See 22 CFR §216.2(b)(I). Most activities carried outunder emergency circumstances are considered EXEMPT from

USAIDenvironmental procedures, except for the procurement oruse of pesticides



Very low-risk activ ities
(Act ivities with low potential fOf adverse biophysical or

hea lth impacts; induding §216.2(c)(2»

Provis ion of education, tec hnica l assistance, or
traini ng . (Note that activ ities direct ly affecting the
environment. do not qua lify .)

Community awareness initiatives.

Controlled ag ricultural experimenta tion exd usively fOf
the purpose of resea rch and field evaluation con fined to
small areas (norm ally under 4 ha.l10 acres). This must be
carefully monitored and no protected or other se nsitive
envi ronmental areas may be affected ).

Technical studies and analyses and other infonnation
generation activities not involving intrusive sampling of
endangered species or crit ica l habitats .

Document or information transfers.

Nutrition, health care or family planning, EXCEPT
when (a) som e included activ ities coul d directl y affect the
env ironm ent (construction , water supply systems, etc.) or
(b) bioh azardous (esp. HIV/A IDS) waste is handled or
blood is tested.

Rehabilitation of water points for domestic household
use , sha llow, hand -dug we lls or small water storage
dev ices . Water points must be loca ted where no
protected Of other sensitive environm ental areas could be
affected.

NOTE: USAID guidance on potable water req uires
water qua lity testing for arsenic, coliform , nitrates and
nitrites.

Sma ll-scale construction. Construction or repa ir of
facil ities if tota l surface area to be disturbed is under
10,000 sq . fl . [apprcx. 1,000 sq . m.) (and whe n no
protected Of other sensitive env ironmenta l areas co uld be
affected).

Intermediate crediL Support for intermediate credit
arrangements (when no sign ificant bioph ysica l
envi ronmenta l impact can reasonably be ex pected ).

Maternal and child feeding con ducted under Tille II of
Public Law 480.

Title II Activities. Food for development prog rams under
Title III of P.L. 480, when no on-the-ground biophysical
interventions are like ly.

Capacity for development. Studies or programs
intended to develop the capa bility of recip ients to engage
in deve lopment planning. (Does NOT ind ude activities
direct ly affecting the env ironment )

Small-scale Natural Resource Man.agement activities
for which the answe r to ALL SUPPLEMENTAL
SCR EENING QUESTIONS (see Natural Resources
supplement) is ' NO:
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Hig h-risk activities
(Activ ities with high potentia l fOf adverse biophysica l Of

health impacts; ind uding §216.2(d)(1))

RIve r bas in development

New lands deve lopment

Planned resettlement of human populations

Penetration road building, or rehabilit.ation of roads
(primary, secondary, som e tertia ry) over 10 kIn length ,
and any roads wh ich may pass through Of near
relatively undegraded forest lands or other sensitive
ecologica l areas

Subst.anti al piped water supply and sewerage
construct ion

Major bore hole or water point cons truction

Large-scale irrlgation

Water management structures such as dams and
impoundments

Drai nage of wetlands or other permanenlly flooded
areas

La rge-scale agricultural mechanization

Agric ult ura l land leveling

Procurement or use of restricted use pesticides, or
wide-area appl ication in non-emergency conditions
under non-supervised cond itions. (COnsun MEO.)

Ught industrial plant production or processing (e.g.,
sawm ill opera tion . agro-industria l processing of forestry
products, tanneries. cIoth-dying opera tions).

High-risk and typically not funded by USAID:
Acti ons affecting protected areas and species.
Actions determ ined likely to sign ificantly deg rade
protected areas, such as introduction of exotic plants or
animals

Act ions determined likely to jeopardize threatened &
endangered species or adversely modify their habitat
(esp. wenence. trop ica l forests)

Acti vities In forests, including :

• c cnverstcn of forest lands to rearing of livestock

• Planned colonization of forest lands

• Procurem ent or use of timber harvesting
equipment

• Commercia l extractin of tiber

• Co nst ru cti on of dams or other wa ter control
struct ures that flood relat ive ly undegraded forest
lands

• Co nstructi o n, upgrading or ma intenance of
roads that pass through relatively non-degraded
forest lands (Ind ude s temporary haul roads for
logging or other extractive industries)

(ThIs list of activ ities IStaken from the text of 22 CFR 216 and other applicable laws , regul ations and directives )

2



Africa Bureau Environmental Review sorm » 17 January 2005 ·3/38

Step 3b: Identifying activities of unknown or moderate risk.
All activities NOT identified as "very low risk" or "very high risk" are considered to be of "unknown or
moderate risk." Common examples of moderate-risk activities are given in the table below.
Check "moderate or unknown risk" under screening results in Section 8 of the form for ALL such
activities.

Comm on examples of moderate-risk act ivities
CAUTION:
If ANY of the activities li sted In this ta ble may adversel y Impact (1) pro tected areas , (2) ot her se nsiti ve
environmental areas, or (3) th reatened and endangered species and their hablta t, THEY ARE NOT
MODERATE RISK. A ll such activities are HIGH RISK ACTIVITIES.

Small-scale agricultu re, NRM, sanitat ion, etc. (You may
wish to define what "small scale" means far each activity)

Ag ricultural experimentation. Controlled and carefully
monitored agricu ltural experimentation exclusively for the
purpose of research and field evaluation of MORE than 4
h,

NOTE Blotechnology /GMOs: No biotechnology
testing or release of any kind are to take place within
an assisted country until the host countries involved
have drafted and approved a regulatory framework
goveming biotechnology and bicsa tety.

All USAID-funded interventions which involve
biotechnologies are to be informed by the ADS 211 series
goveming "BiosafetyProceduresfor Genetic Engineering
Research". In particular this guidance details the
required written approvalprocedures needed before
transferring or releasing GE products to the field.

Medi um-scale construction. Construction or
rehabilitation of facilities or structures in which the surface
area to be ·d isturbed~exceeds 10,OOOMsq. ft (10CO sq
meters) but funding level is $200,000 or less. (E.g. small
warehouses , farm packing sheds, agricultura l trading
posts, produce market centers , and communi ty training
centers.}

Rural roads. Construction or rehabilitation of rural roads
meeting the foflowing criteria :

• length of road work is less than -10 km

• No change in alignment or right of way

Ecologically sensitive areas are at least 100 m away
from the road and not affected by construction or
changes in drainage,

No protected areas or relatively undegraded forest
are within 5 km of the road.

Title II & III Small-Scale Infrastructure. Food for
Development programs under Title II or III, involving small­
scale infrastructure with the known potential to cause
environmental harm (e.q. roads, bore hOles).Quantity
imports of commodities such as fertilizers

Sampling . Technical studies and analyses or sim ilar
activities that could involve intrusive sampling , of
endangered species or critical habitats . (Includes
aerial sampling. )

Water provi sion/storage. Construction or
rehabilitat ion of small-scale water points or water
storage devices for domestic or non-domestic use.
(Covers activities NOT included under "Very low risk
activities ' ebcve.)

NOTE: USAID guidance on water quality requires
testing for arsenic , nitrates, nitrites and coliform
bacteria.

Support fo r in term edi ate cre di t institution s when
indirect environmental harm conceivab ly could
result.

Instituti onal support gran ts to NGOs/PVOs when
the activities of the organizations are known and
may reasonably have adverse environmental impact.

Pesticides..Smal l-scale use of USEPA-registered,
least-toxic general-use pestic ides, Use must be
limited to NGO-supervised use by farmers,
demonstration , training and education, or emergency
assistance.

NOTE: Environmental review (see step 5) must
be carried out consistent with USAID Pesticide
Procedures as required in Reg 16 [22 CFR
2163(b)(1)J

Nutriti on, health care or family planning, jf (a)
some included activities could directly affect the
environment (eq., construction, supply systems,
etc.} or (b) biohazardous bealthcare waste (esp.
HIV/AIDS) is produced, syringes are used, or blood
is tested.

i

Step 4. Determine if you must write an Environmental Review Report
Examine the "screening results" as they are entered in Table 1 of the form.

• If ALL the activities are "vel)' low risk." then no further review is necessary. In Section C of the form. check
the box labeled "very tow risk activities. " Skip to Step 8 of these instructions.

• If ANY activities are "unknown or moderate risk." you MUST complete an ENVIRONMENTAL REV IEW
REPORT addressing these activities. Proceed to Step 5.

3
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• If ANY act ivities are "h igh risk: ' note that USAID's regulations usually require a full environmental
assessment study (EA). Because these act ivities are assumed to have a high probability of causing significant.
adverse environme ntal impacts, they are closely scrutinized. Any proposed high-risk activity should be
discussed in advance with USAID.

In some cases, it is possibl e that effective mitigation and monitoring can reduce or eliminate likely
impacts so that a full EA will not be required. If the applicant believes this to be the case , the
Enviro nmental Review Report must argue this case clearly and thorough ly. Proceed to Step S.

Step 5. Write the Environmental Review Report, if required
The Environmental Review Repo rt presents the environmental issues associated with the proposed
activities. It also documents mitigation and monitoring commitments. Its purpose is to allow the
applicant and USAID to evaluate the likely environmental impacts of the project.
For moderate risk activities , the Environmental Rev iew Report is typi cally a SHORT 2-3 page
document. The Report will typ icall y be longer when (1) activities are of higher or unknown risk, and (2)
when a number of impacts and miti gation measures are being identified and discussed.
The Environmental Review Report follows the outline below:
A. Summary of P ro posal. Summarize background, rational e and outputs/results expected.

(Reference to proposal, if appropriate).
B. Description of activities. For all moderate and high-risk activities listed in Table 1 of the form,

succinctly describe location, siting, surro undings (include a map. even a sketch map). Provide
both quantitative and qualitative inform ation about actions needed during all project phases and
who will undertake them. (All of this information can be provided in a table).1fvarious
alternatives have been co nsidered and rejected because the proposed activity is considered more
environmentally sound, explain these.

C. Envi ronmenta l Situat ion & Host Country enviro nmental r eq uirements. Describe the
environmental characteristics of the site(s) where the proposed activ ities will take place. Focus
on site characteristics of concem---e.g., water supplies , animal hab itat, steep slopes, etc. With
regard to these critical characteristics, is the environmental situation at the site degrading,
improving. or stable? In this section, also describe applicable host country environmental
regulations, policies and prac tices.

D. Eva luat ion of Activities and Is sues with Respect to Environmental I mpact Potential.
Include impacts that could occur before construct ion starts , duri ng construction and durin g
operation, as well as any problems that might arise with abandoning, restoring or reusing the site
at the end of the ant icipated life of the facili ty or act ivity.

Explain d irect. ind irect, induced and c umulat ive effects on various components of the environment (e.g.,
air , wate r, geology, soils, vegetation, wild life, aquatic resources, historic, archaeo logical or other cultu ral
resources. people and thei r communities, land use, traffi c. waste d isposal, water supply, energy, etc .)

E. Envi ronmental M it igatio n Actions (includ ing monitoring). Provide a workplan and schedule
identifying the following:
Mitigation measures. Identify the means taken to avoid, reduce or compensate for impacts. (For
example, restoration ofborrow or quarry areas, rep lanting of vegetat ion, compensation for any relocat ion
of hom es and residen ts.) If standard mitigation or best practice guidanc e ex ists and is being followed, cite
this guidan ce.

M onito ring Indicate how mitigation measures will be mon itored to ensure that they accomplish their

intended result. If some impacts are uncertain, descr ibe the monitor ing which wi ll be conducted to
identify and respond to these potential impacts .

4
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Responsible parties. Identify who will undertake mitigation and who will conduct the monitori ng, and at
what frequency.

F. Other Information. Where possible and as appropriate, include photos of the site and
surroundings; maps; and list the names of any reference materials or individuals consulted .
(Pictures and maps of the site can substantially reduc e the written description required in parts B & C)

Step 6. Based on the environmental revie w, reach a recommended determination
for each high-risk or nnknownfmoderate-risk activity
For each high-risk or unknown/moderate-risk activity, the environmental review will help you decide
between one of three recommended determinations:

• no significant adverse impacts. The activity in question will not result in significant, adverse environmental
impacts. Special mitigation or monitoring is not required. Typically, this conclusion is not appropriate for
high-risk activities.

• no significant adverse impacts given specified mitigation and monitoring With mitigation and monitoring
as specified in the Environmental Review Report, the activities in question will not result in significant adverse
environmental impacts.

• significant adverse impacts. The activities in question is likely to cause significant adverse environmental
impacts and cannot be mitigated with best practices or other measures. A full environmental assessment will be
required.

For each high-risk or unknown/moderate-risk activity , indicate your "recommended determination" in
Section B of the fonn.)

Step 7: Summarize recommended determinations
In section C of the form, summarize your recommended detenninations by checking ALL categories
indicated in Table 1.

Step 8. Sign certifications (Section Dofform)

Step 9. Submit form to USAID project officer. Attach Environmental Review Report, if any.

5
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Environmental Review Form
for XX rogram Activities
Note : Follow, but do not submit, the attached instructions.

""" ' 4 ";'<
Organization Parent grant or

project

Individual contact Address , phone &
and title email (if available)

Proposed activity Amount of funding
(brief description) requested

- -- - - --- - - - - -- - ---- ------- .
Location of Start and end date of
proposed activ ity proposed activity

B Activities screening results and recommended determination. , ,
Screening resu lt Recommended

(Step 3 of instructions) Determinations
(Step 6 of instructions. Complete

for all moderate/unknown and
high-risk activities)

Pro posed activ ities • u ~o
." a~

-.
(continue on addit ional page if necessary) "

o ~ - 0
~~ Es ~

*~
t;:: .- ucE ~ .

" .- . 8..e rl <l> t;::t!?ti
~

~ " 0 .~ ~ ws e e u 'c ~ ~e- • 0 ",.- ~ g
f ~ . o >

_ 0
_2' -0 E• a § z ~ - -'" "' -0 E (JJ 0{ ._

> E'a "'.
1.

a
a
4 .

s.
6 .

r.
8.

' These screening results require completion of an Environmenta l Review Report

C, Summary of recommended determinations (check ALLthat apply)

The proposal contains . , • ! (equivalent Regulation 216 terminology)

0 Very low risk activit ies categorical exclusion(s)

0 After environmental review, activities determined to
negative determination (s)*have no signi ficant adverse impacts '

0 After environmental review, activit ies determined to
have no sign ificant adverse imp acts. given negative determina/ion (s) with conditions '
specifi ed mitiga tion and monitoring '

0 After environmental review, activities determined to
positive detennination(s) 'have sig nificant adverse tmpa cts -

"for these dete rminations, the form IS not complete unless accompanied by Environmental Review Report

D. Certification:
I. the undersigned, certify that:
1. the information on this form is correct and complete
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2. the following actions have been and will be taken to assure that the activity comp lies with
environmental requirements established for this Project:

• Those responsible for implement ing this activity have received training in environmental review AND train ing
and/or documentation describing essential design elements and best pract ices for act ivities of this nature.

• These desig n eleme nts and best practices will be follow ed in implementing this act ivity.

• Any specific mitigation or monitoring measures described in the Environme nta l Rev iew Report will be
implemented in thei r entirety.

• Compliance with these cond itions will be regularly confirmed and do cumented by on-si te inspecti ons during the
activity and at its compl etion.

(Signature) {Date)

(Pri nt name) _

Note: if screening results for any activity are "high risk" or "moderate or unknown risk," this
form is not complete unless accompanied by an envtrormental review report

BELOW THIS LINE FOR USAID USE ONLY

Clearance record

BEO approval required for all high risk screening results and for determ mallons of Significant adverse Impacts

USAID Project Officer (print name) (signature) I (date)
o Clearance given

o Clearance denied

USAID MEO (print name) (signature) (date)

o Clearance given

o Clearance denied

USAID REO (print name) (signature) i (date)

o Clearance given I
o Clearance denied

I
!

USAID BEO' (print name) (signature) I {date}
o Clearance given I
o Clearance denied I. . . . .
Note: if clearance is denied, comments must be provided to applicant
(use space below & attach sheets if necessary)

2



Note to indi viduals adapting the:
• Supplemental Environmental Review Form for NRMActivies

for use on a particula r program/activity:

• This supplement is oriented around major resource/issue clusters and asks " lead ing questions" about the
actual potential for unintended hannful impacts. especially of CBNRMI ecotourism activities.

• Under lined & u highlighted text MUST be modified to reflect project and mission name

• Questions should be mod ified to respond to the needs of individ ual projects . This is intended to be a
" living" document subject to adaptation.

DEL ET E THIS PAGE BEFORE l\101H J<'YIi\ G/DIST RIBllT ING T HIS FORM
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supplement to the Environmental Review Form
for Natural Resources Activities
Additional Screening Criteria for
Natural Resource Activi ties under XXX· Progam

17 Jan 2005

ect activities." It is to be used for natural resources-or environmental review 0 1 :AAA. rrourar

Purpose
This is a supplement to the "Instructicns f ~ 'U~ .... ... ...'
based activities, including:

• Community-Based Natural Resource Management (CBNRM)

• Ecotourism

• Natura l resources-based enterprise development with micro- and small enterprises

This supplement provides additional questions to ascertain whether these proposed activities should be catego rized as "very low risk:"
• If the answers to ALL the questions that follow are "NO." then the proposed natural resource-based activity is considered "very low risk,"

• If the answer 10 ANY question is "YES," the activity CANNOT be considered "very low risk,"

Screening criteria

Will th e ac tiv ities... YES NO

Natural Resources

Accelerate erosion by water or wind ?

Reduce soil fert ility and/o r permeabilily?

Alter ex isting stream flow, red uce seasonal availability of water resources?

Potentially contaminate surface water and groundwater supplies?

Involve the extraction of renewable natural resources?
... --

l ead to unsustainable use of renewable natura l resources such as forest products? .-- ,,'" -,.,..,,"'._- ._-_.. "",,- - -
Involve the extraction of non-renewable natural resources?

Restrict cus tomary access to natural resources?

Reduce local air qualify through gene rat ing dust, burning of wastes or using fossil fuels
and olher materials in improperly ventilated areas?

2
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Will the act ivities .•. YES NO

Affect dry-season grazing areas and/or lead to restricted access to a common resource?

lead to unsusta inable or unnecessarily high water extract ion and/or wasteful use?
--_.,._.,,'" ,,-_.__.,---,,-_........~- -- ,-" -- '- "._ "","" ,,",,-

Ecosystems and Biod iversity

Drain wetlands, or be sited on floodplains?

Harvest wetland plant materials or utilize sediments of bodies of water?--_. " "" "-,- " . " " "",,,,,, ,,_ . ""'.,-- - --,,.,,- _.." " " " ,,", " ,, "'"- " ,,..," """"""

l ead to the clearing of forestlands for agriculture, the over-harvesti ng of valuable forest
species?

Promote in-forest beekeeping?

lead to increased hunting. or the collect ion of animals or planl materia ls?_..

Increase Ihe risks 10 endangered or threatened species?

Introduce new exotic species of plants or animals to the area?

l ead 10 road constructiOn or rehabilitation, or otherwise facilitate access to fragile areas
(natural woodl ands, wetland s, erosion-prone areas)?

Cause disruption of wildlife migratory routes?
" _ __0 ", ,-- -- --_.'"

Agricultura l and Forestry Production

Have an impact on ex isting or traditional agricultural producti on systems by reducing
seed availability or reallocati ng land for other purposes? ._---,- --,-- - - ".- -,-,,---_....,. ----
lead to forest plantation harvesting without replanting, the burning of pastureland, or a
reductio n in fallow periods?

Affect exist ing food storage capacities by reducing food inventories or encouraging the
incidence of pests?

Affect domestic livestock. by reducing grazing areas, or creating conditions where
livestock disease problems could be exacerbated?

Involve the use of insecticides, herbicides and/or other pesticides?

Community and Social Issues
--------- ----- -._"-,, - -- " " "

Have a negative impact on potable water supplies?

Encourage domestic animal migration through natura! areas?

Change the existing land tenure system?

Have a negative impact on cultural ly important sites in the community?
----,--""", ------
Increase in-migration to the area?

3
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Will the aeuvmee... YES NO

Crea te conditions that lead to a reduct ion in com munity health standards?

Lead to the generation of non-biodegradable waste?

Involve the relocation of the loca l community?

Potentially cause or aggravate lard-use conflicts?

_ _ ____ ___ _ ___ Date:
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