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I. TWENTY-FIRST QUARTER (1 JANUARY TO 31 MARCH 2012): 

 

A. SECURED TRANSACTIONS REFORM AND TRAINING TO THE JUDICIARY, 

JANUARY-MARCH 2012.  Since June 2011, the NLCIFT has been actively 

engaged in providing advice to the Ministry of Economy of Mexico in the 

drafting of amendments to the Mexican laws on Secured Transactions.  The 

amendment drafting finished in December 2011.  On February 2012, the proposed 

amendments were presented to Congress for a vote in June of this year.  These 

amendments would facilitate access to credit for SMEs that represent 99% of all 

Mexican businesses.  

 

The text of the proposed amendments can be accessed at: 

http://sil.gobernacion.gob.mx/Archivos/Documentos/2012/02/asun_2850273_201

20209_1328812697.pdf. 

 

The NLCIFT has also been working with the Ministry of Economy in 

coordinating training on secured transactions law and practice to the judiciary.  

The dates for conducting three training sessions targeting the Superior Court of 

Justice of the Federal District have been identified and will be held on May 7-9, 

2012 (see attachment 1 for the draft agenda of this training).   

 

Further, the NLCIFT in collaboration with the Ministry of Economy have selected 

the first manual that will be drafted in collaboration with members of the Federal 

and State Judiciaries.  It will be a “Manual for the Enforcement of Security 

interests” (Manual de Ejecución de Garantías Mobiliarias) that will address the 
judicial and extrajudicial enforcement of security interests in Mexico.  It is 

anticipated that the first set of training sessions will provide the foundation for the 

drafting of this Manual.   
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B. ORAL TRIAL TRAINING FOR JUDGES, JANUARY-MARCH 2012.  As a result of 

planning conducted during the previous quarter, the NLCIFT conducted three 

separate training skill-based programs to the Federal and State Judiciaries on oral 

trials for commercial disputes.  These programs are designed as a “learn-from-

practice” program; the training included brief presentations on all stages of oral 

trials, followed by small group sessions in which each of the participants had the 

opportunity to practice those trial skills through role-playing activities.    

 

The first of these training sessions was delivered in collaboration with and at the 

facilities of the State Court of Tabasco on January 16-21, 2012.  The thirty-one 

hour program was attended by over ninety participants, composed of trial and 

appellate-level judges and court staff.  The second training program was 

conducted in collaboration with the Federal Judicial Institute in Mexico City on 

February 13-15, 2012.  The three day program was attended in person by over 100 

trial and appellate-level federal judges and court staff.  The training was 

broadcasted nationally to reach members from all Federal Courts throughout 

Mexico (over 900 members of the judiciary participated in the sessions through 

the court’s videoconferencing system).  In this session, the instructors introduced 

the multiple stages of a trial hearing and led practical demonstrations and 

simulations using audience members.  The sessions culminated with the 

simulation of an entire oral trial hearing.  Finally, the third training program, 

delivered to the State Court of Yucatan on March 27-31, 2012, closely followed 

the methodology and content used in Tabasco.  Throughout these programs, the 

audiences have been actively engaged and have expressed their interest and need 

for further training in this area.   

 

C. PREPARATIONS FOR TRAINING ON COMPETITION LAW & SECURED 

TRANSACTIONS REFORM, JANUARY – MARCH 2012.  The NLCIFT continued 

working with the Mexican Federal Competition Commission (COFECO) and Abt 

Associates (USAID contractor on Competition Law and Policy) on the training 

program for judges on competition law.  The agenda for the program was 

approved by the Federal Judicial Institute (IJF) and the training has been 

scheduled for May 14-16, 2012 (see attachment 2 for the draft agenda of this 

training).  Experts from the Federal Trade Commission, the U.S. Department of 

Justice and a U.S. District Judge from Puerto Rico will participate in the program 

in order to add a comparative and best-practices perspective.   

 

In addition, the NLCIFT in collaboration with the above-mentioned partners has 

been working on the materials for the training including a hypothetical case that 

can be used as a practical exercise for the judges to resolve during the training.   
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D. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION MECHANISMS (ADR), FEBRUARY 2012. 

During the NLCIFT’s trip to Mexico City on February 14-16, 2012, the 

NLCIFT’s team met with the chair of the Outreach Subcommittee of the NAFTA 

Advisory Committee on Private Commercial Disputes (NAFTA 2022 Committee) 

to coordinate joint efforts with the Federal Judiciary to hold a half-day 

symposium to address various aspects of ADR in private cross-border disputes 

including domestic regulation and judicial assistance in private arbitration.  The 

Federal Judiciary was extremely interested in this symposium and has offered to 

host it at its main auditorium in Mexico City on September 26, 2012.   The 

audience will include members of the Federal and Federal District Judiciary, 

members of the Barra Mexicana de Abogados and representatives from local 

alternative dispute resolution institutes such as the Centro de Arbitraje de México.  
The preliminary agenda for the symposium includes the following topics: 

arbitration agreements, model clauses, overview of arbitration, Mexican 

regulation for judicial assistance in private arbitration, and issues particular to 

cross-border disputes, among others. 

 

 

II. NEXT QUARTER (1 APRIL TO 30 JUNE 2012) 

 

A. CONTINUED WORK ON SECURED TRANSACTIONS REFORM.  For awareness and 

dissemination of information on the Mexican registry of security interests 

(Registro Único de Garantías Mobiliarias – RUG), the NLCIFT in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Economy will conduct 3 training sessions on secured 

transactions law and registry practice on May 7-9, 2012.  The NLCIFT is 

preparing materials to be used in these training programs and has also reached out 

to the Commercial Finance Association (CFA) to ask them to participate and 

provide additional expertise during these programs.  

 

In addition, the NLCIFT in collaboration with the Ministry of Economy, the 

Federal and State judiciaries, and other local and U.S. partners will begin the 

drafting of a “Manual for the Enforcement of Security interests.”   

   

B. TRAINING FOR FEDERAL JUDGES ON COMPETITION LAW.  The NLCIFT in 

collaboration with COFECO and Abt Associates will conduct the first training 

program for federal judges on competition law on May 14-16, 2012.  Further, the 

NLCIFT will continue to work on the materials and hypothetical case for the 

training.    

 

C. ORAL TRIAL TRAINING FOR JUDGES.  During the next quarter the NLCIFT will 

continue to collaborate with both the Federal and state-level judiciary to conduct 

training programs on oral trial procedure for commercial matters.  In particular, 

the NLCIFT will conduct a second training for the judiciary in Tabasco that has 

been scheduled for April 26-31, 2012.  This training will culminate with a 
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simulation of an oral trial hearing presented by members of Tabasco’s State 

Court.  The NLCIFT will prepare a script for such component of the training and 

will work with the selected members of the judiciary in practicing for the 

simulation.   

 

In an effort to begin the process of training the trainers in this area, the NLCIFT is 

coordinating the participation of four judges that participated in the initial training 

and who are also part of the commission appointed for the implementation of oral 

trials in commercial matters.  These four judges will work side-by-side with one 

of the NLCIFT instructors in all aspects of the program.    

 

Finally, the NLCIFT will continue to coordinate similar training with other state 

courts (including the State Court of Guanajuato and Sonora).  There is an elevated 

need for this type of skill-based training and the NLCIFT has been receiving 

several requests from Mexican state courts to this effect.  The NLCIFT anticipates 

such interest from numerous state courts to continue as the final implementation 

date (scheduled for January 2013) approaches.    


