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Report of the SEE Parliamentarians Workshop 
“Parliaments – Support to Harmonized Energy  

Reforms in Southeast Europe” 
Sarajevo, Dec 15, 2008 

 
 
Ms. Jane Wilson, Ms. Drazena Peranic, Mr. Ognjen Markovic and Mr. Nisic attended 
one-day workshop, organized by Regional Cooperation Council in cooperation with 
the BiH Parliamentary Assembly. The workshop was intended for representatives of 
the regional parliamentary committees in charge of energy, European Commission, 
European Parliament, Regional Secretariat for Parliamentary Cooperation and 
international organizations. The workshop aimed to contribute to the exchange of 
information and raising the awareness of parliamentarians on the substance, scope and 
dynamics of necessary energy reforms with the ultimate goal to contribute to 
improvement of the lawmaking process in the region and parliamentarians ability to 
oversee their governments` activities. 
 
Opening remarks were made by Mr. Branko Dokic of BiH Parliament, Mr. Hidajet 
Biscevic of Regional Cooperation Council and Mr. Vladimir Danchev of the Regional 
Secretariat for Parliamentary Cooperation, after which the following presentations 
took place:  
 

- Western Balkans Energy Policy by Mr. Tim Gould, International Energy 
Agency 

- Western Balkans energy policies, balances, energy and poverty, regional 
infrastructure plans by Mr. Aleksandar Kovacevic, energy expert 

- Energy Community Treaty and its implementation, bottlenecks in 
implementation, challenges, investment prospects by Mr. Slavtcho Neykov, 
Energy Community Secretariat Director 

- Western Balkan Integration and the EU, integration between the region and 
the EU, possible priorities for action, role of energy sector, role of World Bank 
by Mr. Dejan Ostojic, World Bank Manager 

- EU Energy Policy, integrated energy and climate policy of the EU, position 
towards the region, major tools for implementation of the EU energy policy by 
Samuele Furfari, EC DG Transport and Energy 

- Energy Efficiency – potentials, benefits, investments, financing mechanisms 
by Mr. Adam Sek, UN Economic Commission for Europe 

 
During discussions on conclusions from the workshop Mr. Markovic addressed needs 
an involvement of parliamentarians in implementing the Energy Community Treaty. 
The proposal was accepted. 
 
Each session was followed by extensive discussion. As a result of these discussions 
the conclusions were assumed. The most important conclusions are: 

- Cost-reflective energy prices are key for ensuring operational energy market, 
new investments and increased energy efficiency; 

- Civil society inclusion and developing the social dimension are necessary in 
order to ensure comprehensive support and general acceptance for energy 
reforms; 
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- Regional approach and establishing stable and compatible national 
frameworks are prerequisites for reaching operational regional energy market 
and benefiting from the economies of scale; 

- Taking into account increasing electricity deficit in the region speeding up the 
decision making process to construct new electricity generation facilities is of 
paramount importance; 

- Fair, transparent and diligent public tendering procedures are necessary to gain 
investors confidence; 

- Energy Community process demands more support to regional gas sector 
reform to compensate delay in relation to electricity sector developments; 

- Coordinating efforts in the SEE region are necessary to bring more gas in the 
region through real diversification and Energy Community Gas Ring Concept 
development; 

- Efficient and sustainable implementation of the Energy Community Treaty is 
of high significance for the SEE countries. 

- Energy efficiency and renewable energy resources were recognized as 
extremely important energy potential for the region.  

- It was repeatedly stressed that the role of Parliaments is crucial with regards to 
the implementation of legislation. In this regard it was agreed that 
parliamentarians can offer support through: 

o Ensuring political stability and political commitment; 
o Backing and pushing their governments with regard to implementation 

of laws and regulations, social safety nets and cost-reflective tariffs, 
good governance and improved transparency; 

o Supporting and promoting regional cooperation because SEE countries 
can best advance if they work together (in that respect, start with the 
Coordinated Auction Office was emphasized); 
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