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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Jane Wilson 
 
FROM: Ognjen Markovic 
 
DATE: 8-28-09 
 
RE: Report on the meeting with Mr. Senad Oprašić, Head of Environment Protection 

Department in MOFTER 
 
Ms. Elma Haveric and Mr. Ognjen Markovic met with Mr. Oprašić in order to discuss the 
development in the area of BiH environment protection. This meeting took place one year after the 
first meeting and the goal was to identify the development that has occurred during that time in this 
sector. 
 
The meeting addressed the following: 

– Sector Organization issue:   
o MOFTER keeps trying to coordinate international activities and inter-entity activities. 

The problem they face is that everybody understands the coordination in a different way. 
On top of this, the RS keeps insisting on reducing the state jurisdiction while FBiH is 
passive when it comes to cooperation with MOFTER. MOFTER (Mr. Oprašić) would 
like to understand what the coordination role in the case of Environment actually means.   

o The two Entity ministries are fully responsible for internal environmental protection 
issues.  

o An Inter-Entity coordination body exists in order to coordinate the activities. This body 
was established on the basis of both Entities’ laws.  

o Secondary legislation: In the previous meeting MOFTER pointed out the fact that even 
though the entity laws existed there was no secondary legislation. At that time 
approximately 50% of the secondary legislation documents were issued, but there was 
still a lot to be done. One year later the situation in regard to the secondary legislation is 
still almost the same. There was no significant progress made.   

– MOFTER’s draft State Law on Environmental Protection:  
o EC consultants have prepared a draft State Law on Environmental Protection, in which 

the role of MOFTER is defined and the establishment of a State Agency is foreseen;  
o The joint working group changed the original draft to: (i) reduce number of clauses from 

130 to 40; (ii) reduce the competence of MOFTER; (iii) avoid the establishment of the 
State Agency for Environmental Protection;  

o The final draft state law foresees the establishment of a sector within MOFTER that will 
be dealing with the Agency issues; 

o The final Draft State Law is on the Minister Zirojevic’s table.  
– State environmental protection strategy:  

o MOFTER applied for IPA 2009 funds in order to receive technical assistance for 
development of the State Strategy.  

o The Federation Parliament adopted the Federation Strategy on Environmental Protection, 
but Mr. Oprašić did not have information on Republika Srpska. Mr. Oprašić repeated the 
fact that the authors of these two documents have not been applying the same 
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methodology in development of the strategy; therefore, it will be hard to make a State 
Strategy by merging these two entity strategies. 

o The attendees agreed on future cooperation between REAP and MOFTER on this issue.  
– EU Directives transposition: 

o The BiH Ministerial Council established a working group the purpose of which is to 
transpose the EU directives for environmental protection into BiH legislation. The 
working group consists of representatives from both entities and District Brcko. The first 
meeting will take place in October 2009. The problem that the working group faces is the 
lack of knowledge and experience in EU legislation and regulation. Mr. Oprasic thinks 
that this group (and other working groups) will definitely need additional training and 
education. 

– National Report on Emissions:  
o The second Draft National Report was prepared by a company from Denmark.  The 

Report will go to the BiH Ministerial Council. This Report is one of the BiH obligations 
arising from the UN convection. 
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