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Hoden is a member of the Dalsan Rural Saving and Credit Cooperative (RuSACCO) which was established in Hartisheik kebele of Kebribeyah district in Somali Regional State under the initiative of the USAID/OFDA funded RAIN+ project. Hoden has long owned a retail shop, but the income earned from the business was limited. Aspiring to increase her income and improve the living conditions of her family, Hoden hoped to diversify her business and become involved in the livestock trade, but lacked the capital to begin. Hoden saw the solution in the Dalsan RuSACCO. Once a member, Hoden received a 10,000ETB loan which she used to purchase livestock. After three months of fattening, she was able to sell the livestock during the Arafa holidays and turn a profit of 3,000 ETB.
The Dalsan RuSACCO was formed when seven separate income generating groups, all of which were involved in the livestock trade in Hartisheik town, came together with the support of the RAIN+ project in February 2012. The groups united under one umbrella as Dalsan RuSACCO with a total membership of 35 women, and together they contributed 30,000 ETB as preliminary capital. 
Since the group’s founding, Dalsan has flourished and grown. Membership has expanded to include men, and is now comprised of 48 members. Dalsan’s capital base has grown to 130,000 ETB, more than four times the original amount, and has been augmented additionally by a similar sum from the RAIN+ program. Members have successfully contributed monthly savings of 100 ETB, and Dalsan intends to increase the required monthly amount to 150 ETB per member. 
In August 2012, Dalsan began to offer loans to its members using a Sharia compliant product, disbursing 10,000 ETB loans to six women to be paid back in full in one payment after 3 months. All six were repaid successfully, and the next round of loans was expanded to ten members. Dalsan hopes to increase loans numbers by 50% in each forthcoming round, finances permitting. All members of Dalsan are eligible for loans. Requirements for obtaining a loan are membership in the group, residence in Hartisheik town, and a history of timely payments of the monthly membership contribution.
SUMMARY INDICATOR TABLE

	INDICATORS
	Units
	 Targets 
	Achieved - overall

	
	
	
	PTD
	YTD
	Q.19
	% PTD

	DIRECT BENEFICIARIES
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL # People Benefitting from Project Activities* (OFDA)
	Persons
	1,521,886
	           1,662,374 
	            681,277 
	        20,183 
	109%

	Beneficiaries employed through CfW (OFDA 2.1.1)
	Persons
	5,400
	                43,022 
	              21,132 
	              71 
	797%

	# female (OFDA 2.1.3)
	Females
	1,620
	                18,078 
	              11,734 
	                 -   
	1116%

	Total income earned
	Birr
	3,591,000
	         18,282,094 
	         1,939,985 
	        74,311 
	509%

	Avg income earned (OFDA 2.1.2)
	Birr
	665
	                  2,009 
	                1,262 
	         1,040 
	302%

	NRM beneficiaries  (OFDA 1.1.2)
	Persons
	378,300
	              488,446 
	            310,335 
	       10,050 
	129%

	Market Infrastructure beneficiaries (OFDA 2.2.1)
	Persons
	71,500
	                40,446 
	                9,310 
	                 -   
	57%

	Animal Health Activities beneficiaries (OFDA 1.1.2)
	Persons
	530,465
	              729,755 
	            134,507 
	                 -   
	138%

	Market Systems Beneficiaries (OFDA 2.2.1)
	Persons
	80,379
	                60,341 
	                1,909 
	               12 
	75%

	Seed and Trade Fairs (OFDA 1.3.2)
	Persons
	18,500
	                24,405 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	132%

	Agricultural Inputs (OFDA 1.3.2)
	Persons
	26,129
	                  6,340 
	                1,882 
	                 -   
	24%

	Veterinary Inputs (OFDA 1.1.2)
	Persons
	15,000
	                  4,475 
	                     15 
	                 -   
	30%

	Dairy Inputs (OFDA 1.1.2)
	Persons
	500
	                     498 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	100%

	Animal Feed Inputs (OFDA 1.1.2)
	Persons
	250
	                     498 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	199%

	Ground Nut Producers (OFDA 1.3.2)
	Persons
	20,000
	                24,125 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	121%

	IGG & PO Grant beneficiaries (OFDA 2.2.1)
	Persons
	15,000
	                28,383 
	                     12 
	              12 
	189%

	# female
	Females
	7,500
	                  2,617 
	                       7 
	                 7 
	35%

	MFI Loan & Savings beneficiaries (OFDA 2.2.1)
	Persons
	12,140
	                  6,609 
	                   863 
	                 -   
	54%

	# female
	Females
	2,500
	                  1,843 
	                   689 
	                 -   
	74%

	Water, Sanitation and Health
	Persons
	169,852
	              203,221 
	            203,221 
	     10,050 
	120%

	Early Warning System Beneficiaries
	Persons
	258,850
	                62,151 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	24%

	LIVESTOCK
	 
	 
	                        -   
	                      -   
	 
	 

	TOTAL # Livestock benefitting from project activities (OFDA1.1.1)
	Livestock
	2,375,000
	           7,702,072 
	         2,902,062 
	             300 
	324%

	# Livestock vaccinated/treated (OFDA 1.2.2)
	Livestock
	2,125,000
	           6,240,629 
	         1,690,412 
	                 -   
	294%

	During Emergency & Season campaigns
	Livestock
	1,900,000
	           5,580,260 
	         1,343,199 
	                 -   
	294%

	By CAHWs
	Livestock
	225,000
	              660,369 
	            347,213 
	                 -   
	293%

	Treatments administered (OFDA 1.2.1)
	Treatments
	2,125,000
	           5,753,439 
	         1,761,146 
	                 -   
	271%

	Emergency vaccination campaigns
	Treatments
	850,000
	           2,234,223 
	            714,935 
	                 -   
	263%

	Seasonal vaccination & treatment campaigns
	Treatments
	1,050,000
	           2,760,746 
	            699,006 
	                 -   
	263%

	Treatments by project supported CAHWs
	Treatments
	225,000
	              758,470 
	            347,205 
	                 -   
	337%

	# Livestock benefitting from agro-pastoral land and water activities
	Livestock
	250,000
	           1,461,443 
	         1,211,650 
	             300 
	585%

	ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICES
	 
	 
	                        -   
	                      -   
	 
	 

	TOTAL # Animal Health Practioners trained/supported
	AHPs
	362
	                     872 
	                     62 
	                2   
	241%

	CAHWs refreshed + equipped
	CAHWs
	230
	                     510 
	                     60 
	                 -   
	222%

	New CAHWS trained + equipped
	CAHWs
	50
	                     117 
	                      2   
	2   
	234%

	Private Veterinary Pharmacists trained
	PVPs
	7
	                       15 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	214%

	GoE livestock staff trained or supported
	GoE staff
	75
	                     230 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	307%

	WATER ACCESS
	 
	 
	                        -   
	                      -   
	 
	 

	TOTAL # Water points/catchments rehabilitated or created
	Water Points
	75
	                     446 
	                   186 
	               17 
	595%

	    Haffir Dam
	Dams
	1
	                         1 
	                       1 
	                 -   
	100%

	Ponds
	Ponds
	16
	                       27 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	169%

	Berkads
	Berkads
	20
	                     251 
	                   116 
	                 -   
	1255%

	Hand dug wells & Boreholes
	Wells
	28
	                       58 
	                     15 
	               11 
	207%

	School reservoirs
	Reservoirs
	10
	                     109 
	                     54 
	                6 
	1090%

	Cumulative volume of water storage improved/created
	Liters
	41,000,000
	       194,929,460 
	       79,333,790 
	      376,790 
	475%

	AGRICULTURAL & PASTORAL LANDS
	 
	 
	                        -   
	                      -   
	 
	 

	TOTAL # Hectares of Agricultural/Pastoral lands rehabilitated/improved
	Hectares
	1,335
	                  1,078 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	81%

	Rangelands + Pastures + Farmlands
	Hectares
	100
	                     471 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	471%

	Hillsides terracing
	Hectares
	25
	                       66 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	264%

	Soil banding
	Hectares
	600
	                     206 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	34%

	Invasive species removed/controlled
	Hectares
	500
	                     163 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	33%

	Gully rehabilitation
	Hectares
	100
	                     142 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	142%

	Water diversion
	Hectares
	10
	                       30 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	300%

	# Seedlings planted
	Seedlings
	250,000
	              119,800 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	48%

	# High-value grafted fruit trees planted
	Seedlings
	3,000
	                  3,935 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	131%

	TOTAL # Kms of Agric/Pastoral land interventions
	Kms
	1,000
	                  1,709 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	171%

	COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT
	 
	 
	                        -   
	                      -   
	 
	 

	TOTAL # Community Management Systems strengthened
	CMSs
	123
	                     110 
	                       2 
	                 -   
	89%

	Rangeland management committees trained
	Committees
	40
	                       45 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	113%

	Water management committees trained
	Committees
	74
	                       61 
	                       2 
	                 -   
	82%

	Fodder management/production committees trained & supplied
	Committees
	9
	                         4 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	44%

	Community Action and Disaster Preparedness Plans completed
	Plans
	80
	                     108 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	135%

	GoE DA trained or supported
	GoE staff
	170
	                     323 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	190%

	MARKET INFRASTRUCTURE  
	 
	 
	                        -   
	                      -   
	 
	 

	TOTAL # Market Infrastructure sites rehabilitated or constructed
	# Sites
	16
	                       35 
	                       5 
	                 -   
	219%

	Market hubs 
	Market Hubs
	7
	                       23 
	                       4 
	                 -   
	329%

	Market stalls created
	Stalls
	100
	                     171 
	                     10 
	                 -   
	171%

	Slaughter houses
	Structures
	5
	                         4 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	80%

	Milk sheds
	Milk Sheds
	2
	                         5 
	                       1 
	                 -   
	250%

	Market Roads constructed or rehabilitated
	Roads
	1
	                         2 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	200%

	Kms of Market Road constructed or rehabilitated
	Kms
	18
	                       48 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	267%

	Bridges for Market Access
	Bridges
	1
	                         1 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	100%

	SUPPORT TO BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
	 
	 
	                        -   
	                      -   
	 
	 

	TOTAL # Businesses, Co-ops and P0s supported
	Businesses
	2,125
	                  1,360 
	                   208 
	                 3 
	64%

	Agricultural Inputs Providers
	Businesses
	8
	                       32 
	                     20 
	                 -   
	400%

	Veterinary Inputs Providers
	Businesses
	10
	                       15 
	                       1 
	                 -   
	150%

	Dairy Inputs Providers
	Businesses
	5
	                         4 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	80%

	Animal Feed Inputs Providers
	Businesses
	5
	                         4 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	80%

	Community-based micro-finance groups (SACCOs, ROSSCOs, 
	Businesses
	50
	                     301 
	                   187 
	                 3 
	602%

	MSMEs (other entrepreneurs)
	SMSEs
	2,000
	                     956 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	48%

	Cooperatives & Producer Associations
	Co-ops & POs
	37
	                       48 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	130%

	Agents for Inputs Supply Chains 
	Agents
	10
	                         8 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	80%

	SUPPORT TO MARKETS DEVELOPMENT
	 
	 
	                        -   
	                      -   
	 
	 

	Total Market Development & Business Start-up Capital Mobilized
	Birr
	11,814,500
	         19,355,617 
	         3,435,552 
	                 -   
	164%

	IGG & PO Grant recipients
	Persons
	4,000
	                  3,572 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	89%

	Total amt grants awarded
	Birr
	8,500,000
	         11,915,874 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	140%

	Avg size grant awarded
	Birr
	2,125
	                  3,336 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	157%

	MFI Loan Recipients
	Persons
	350
	                  1,097 
	                   680 
	                 -   
	313%

	Total amt loans disbursed
	Birr
	584,500
	           3,903,922 
	         2,687,322 
	                 -   
	668%

	Avg loan size
	Birr
	1,670
	                10,718 
	                7,800 
	                 -   
	642%

	Persons Saving via MFIs, SACCOs, ROSSCOs, etc
	Persons
	350
	                  2,104 
	                   758 
	                 -   
	601%

	Total savings generated
	Birr
	150,000
	           1,613,988 
	            748,230 
	                 -   
	1076%

	Avg savings size
	Birr
	429
	                  6,993 
	                6,350 
	                 -   
	1630%

	Value market development, franchising & start-up equipment provided
	Birr
	80,000
	              743,748 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	930%

	Value sales by Project-Assisted Inputs Suppliers, Producers & Agents
	Birr
	2,500,000
	           1,178,085 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	47%

	BUSINESS LINKAGES  
	 
	 
	                        -   
	                      -   
	 
	 

	TOTAL # Business Linkages Supportive Activities
	Activities
	44
	                       32 
	                       6 
	                 1 
	73%

	# Trade and Seed Fairs
	Fairs
	15
	                       20 
	                      -   
	                 -   
	133%

	Output Market Exchange visits organized
	Visits
	5
	                         4 
	                       4 
	                 1 
	80%

	# Value Chain Workshops
	Wkshps
	24
	                         8 
	                       2 
	                 -   
	33%

	# VC Reports produced and shared with GoE & Partners
	Reports
	4
	                        -   
	                      -   
	                 -   
	0%

	# MSMEs, CAHWs, Wholesalers/Importers linked to other businesses
	Businesses
	50
	                     167 
	                       8 
	                  -   
	334%


BACKGROUND
The Revitalizing Agricultural/Pastoral Incomes and New Markets for Enhanced Resilience and Recovery (RAIN+) Project is a multi-year, USAID/OFDA financed initiative building off of and complimenting the USAID financed RAIN, EPHSS, and Drought Response projects as well as the USAID financed PLI2 and SIPED initiatives. The RAIN+ project’s goal is to increase resilience of households, communities and market systems to prepare for, cope with, and recover from external shocks. This project views resilience as the capacity of households, communities and institutions to reduce the likelihood and mitigate the impact of shocks; as well as their capacity to adopt healthy coping mechanisms once shocks occur, leading to quicker recovery of livelihoods and social and economic investment for future wellbeing. 

This project will focus on recovery and resilience of livelihoods in pastoral and agro-pastoral areas affected by drought in 2010-11.

Initially the project launched in 2009 as a three year initiative, the RAIN+ project received a two-month no-cost extension before being granted a nine-month cost extension bringing the total budget for the project to $20,755,525.The cost extension of the project expanded the number of Sectors the project currently executes to three: Agriculture and Food Security (AFS), Economic Recovery and Market Systems (ERMS), and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH), as well as expanded the geographic scope of the project across the Somali and Oromia Regions. The project is now in a final 12 month no-cost extension (NCE) with an expected end date of February 29, 2014. During this NCE, the project aims to complete major ongoing initiatives, synergizing with the USAID-funded Pastoralist Areas Resilience Improvement through Market Expansion (PRIME) project to ensure effective handover of key activities and to study and document key lessons learned and best practices developed under the RAIN+ project duration.
ACHIEVEMENTS
Final Program Evaluation

The RAIN+ final external evaluation began in December and will come to completion in the next quarter. One expatriate consultant was paired with a national consultant, and the two travelled to Negelle, Dire Dawa, and Jijiga and the surrounding areas to review program activities in the Southern and Eastern Clusters. The consultants conducted key informant interviews, focus group discussions, and managed teams of enumerators engaged in beneficiary data collection. The consultants interviewed Mercy Corps staff members and USAID staff alike to better understand the complex design and history of the program.

The consultants delivered the initial findings to Mercy Corps and received feedback including advice on further data collection necessary to provide a full picture of the program accomplishments. The first draft of the report will be available in January 2014, and the final version completed soon after.

Sector 1: Agriculture and Food Security

Training of Community Animal Health Care Workers (CAHWs)

As a part of the strengthening animal health services, a ten day training of trainers for Community Animal Health workers (CAHWs) was conducted from 25th November, 2013 to the 4th December, 2013 in Dire Dawa as a joint activity between the PRIME and RAIN+ programs. The training was provided based on the National Minimum Standards Guideline and synthesized past experiences and lessons learned from animal health interventions in pastoral areas. FAO collaborated with Mercy Corps by providing a lead trainer from FAO Livestock Department in Addis Ababa. 
A total of 19 participants were trained and qualified as CAHWs Trainers of which two were from Babile and Midegatola districts of EH Livestock agency and Pastoralist area Development Office, making them necessarily covered by the RAIN+ project. The training was designed using Principles of Adult Learning (PAL), Participatory Training Techniques (PTT), and Participatory Training Aids, and contained an over view of PRA tools and field practical sessions. By the end of the training, trainees are equipped with the necessary knowledge and practical skills that will enable them to facilitate CAHWs training programs and enhance their ability to design and deliver a CAHWs training course, which is an integral part of the animal health service delivery system.

Sector 2: Economic Recovery and Market Systems:

Strengthening Access in Rural Areas to Financial Services
Islamic Finance Training

Financial institution providers and industry bodies want to meet the current and growing demand for Islamic-based financial products and services through their respective mandates – within the structure of the Ethiopian laws regulating the industry. To address this need, Mercy Corps organized a three day Islamic Financial Training workshop in Addis Ababa in December for members of the Ethiopian Microfinance community. Trainers for the session were contracted from the Al Maali Islamic Finance Consultancy from Dubai who are internationally recognized as industry leaders. The training was attended by 25 trainees including representatives from NBE (the National Bank of Ethiopia), AEMFI (Association of Ethiopian MFIs), Dire MFI (Dire Dawa MFI), Harari MFI, Somali MFI, OCSSCO (Oromia Credit & Savings Share Company), Afar MFI (currently in process of establishing), Oromia International Bank, and Mercy Corps. 
The major topics covered in the training were:

· An introduction to Islam, Sharia and Islamic finance

· Islamic finance contracts

· Sources of funds for Islamic banks and financial institutions

· Uses of funds

· Operation of Islamic windows under conventional financial framework – An Ethiopian perspective

· Islamic micro finance

· Micro Takaful (Islamic Insurance)
The training was delivered using a variety of participatory methodologies, including lectures, experience sharing, group exercises and presentations, and case studies. The training was very well received by the attendees, with a vast majority rating the training as ‘Very Good’ or ‘Excellent’.
RUSSACOS

Savings and Credit Cooperative groups in rural areas (RUSSACOs) are key institutions that provide financial services to communities often in remote areas where other financial service institutions do not exist. In East Hararghe, Mercy Corps’ RAIN+ project has been supporting the establishment of RUSSACOs.  These groups receive capacity building support from Mercy Corps in a variety of forms, one of which is through exchange visits with other more experienced groups.

Experience sharing between groups builds capacity, inspires and motivates individuals, and exposes groups to new ideas and different opportunities for possible adaptation. The RAIN+ project, in collaboration with both the East Hararghe Cooperative Promotion Agency and the Women and Children Affairs Office, organized a two-day experience sharing visit for six RuSACCOs groups that operate in Babile, Gursum and Midega districts. The visit was designed to allow the groups to observe how other more established groups operated, the variety of income generating activities they engaged in, and to have discussion with individual group members.

RAIN+ took the leaders of the six RuSACCOs and six government experts from the agencies to Addis Ababa to share experiences with a local NGO, Women in Self Employment (WISE). WISE has more than 15 years’ experience working with women’s saving and credit cooperatives in Addis Ababa and other regions of the country, and is part of a strong network of women groups in different countries across the globe in Africa, North America and India.
On the first day of the visit, December 10th, WISE explained their leadership achievements and improved life skills with the RuSACCO members. Then the visitors went to the Lafto market hub that WISE built in collaboration with the sub-city Cooperative Promotion office. Next the RuSACCOs groups visited the shower and toilet building that WISE built in a market area, which created a sustainable income generating activity for the respective SACCO group.
On the second day, the RuSACCOs groups and government experts visited the WISE coordination office at which time two SACCO groups of WISE were attending basic business skills training and education on harmful traditional practices. As a result the visitors joined with the trainees and shared the practical session of the training for one hour. Following this, the visitors paid a visit to another SACCO group affiliated with WISE, the ‘Dhineti Yibiqa’ group, and observed how the group collected monthly savings, loan repayments, and social fund contributions for health insurance, as well as their new member registration process. The day concluded with a visit to a local female entrepreneur engaged in innovative food preparation activities.
At the conclusion of the visit, the RuSACCOs groups explained that the experience sharing helped them to improve what practices they are doing and motivated them to replicate some of the group activities and management practices that they observed. In addition, the visits they made helped them to understand how small business can be started and how far they can reach if they have a clear vision and plan. Finally the groups said they learned about the importance of diversifying business to mitigate risk.                      

WASH (Sector 3): 

Improving water access for both human and livestock
In order to increase access to clean water for communities, the project rehabilitated existing hand-dug wells in selected Kebeles and installed Roto tanks in selected schools and health posts/centers. In this reporting quarter, the project completed the rehabilitation of 11 hand-dug wells: five hand-dug wells in four kebeles of Gursum district and six hand-dug wells in five kebeles of Erer district. The rehabilitation of these hand-dug wells provides access to clean water for 1072 households (6432 beneficiaries).  In addition, the rehabilitation of the hand-dug wells created temporary cash for work employment opportunity for 44 people. 
Also in this quarter, RAIN+ has begun installation of fifteen Roto tanks in East Hararghe and Siti zones. The project fully completed the installation of four Rotos in Afdem and Mieso districts of Siti zone, and one Roto tank in Midega district of East Hararghe. The installation of these Roto tanks provides access to clean water for 607 people visiting health posts/centers and 1445 school children in Afdem and Mieso districts of Siti zone. During the Roto tank installation 27 people benefited from temporary employment as cash for work. In the Southern cluster, one Roto tank installation at a public school in Katama kebele of Moyale Somali district was completed. The Roto tank installed at this public school gives access to clean water for 1500 school children.
Meda Welabu – Karasadula Water Supply
In order to create a mechanism for peaceful collaboration and enhance linkages between the Meda Welabu and Karasadula communities through resource sharing and to provide potable water for the communities from Meda spring, Mercy Corps began the Meda Welabu – Karasadula water development scheme in 2012 under the USAID funded SIPED program. In Meda Welabu, the program began the construction of two water kiosks, two cattle troughs and a 50m3 cistern. In Karasadula, 4.2 km of new pipe installation, a 50m3 water reservoir building, three water kiosks and two cattle troughs were constructed. 
As SIPED phased out, RAIN+ has taken over full responsibility to provide technical support for successful completion of the water development scheme. As a result, the physical project, electro-mechanical works (pump installation and generator) of the schemes and testing of the system along the pipe lines and water kiosks has been completed successfully. In this reporting quarter the water development scheme was handed over to the respective Woreda administration, Woreda water office, and water management committee and elders, representing the final completion of the project.
Next Quarter
Next quarter is the final quarter of the program, lasting only two months as it comes to completion on February 28th. During these two months the program will be drawn to a conclusion, handing over all applicable remaining activities to PRIME.

The project plans to finalize the installation of 10 Roto tanks which have been initiated in the previous quarter in East Hararghe zone. Also the project will install two Roto tanks, one in the Kebribeyah meat market, and the other at Dawrato health post in Dawrato kebele of Babile Somali district. In addition to this, in the next quarter the project will hand over all remaining RAIN+ rehabilitated hand-dug wells in Gursum and Erer districts of East Hararghe and Siti zones to the government and all completed and on-going Roto tanks in East Hararghe, Fafan and Siti zones to the government. In the Southern Cluster, RAIN+ plans to install two Roto tanks in Filtu district of Liban zone. The Roto tanks will be installed in Qura’ale kebele clinic and Ayinle kebele public school.   

Pond Rehabilitation
A final WASH activity has been added to the program to further smooth transition over to the PRIME program. The PRIME program purchased several wheel loaders (heavy construction equipment, often referred to as an ‘earth mover’) for use under its Natural Resource Management component. The equipment has arrived in country and are now available for use. The RAIN+ program will take advantage of the availability of these two machines and begin pond rehabilitation work in both the Jijiga and Deghabur Zones of Somali Region, which fall under the PRIME program, as well as in East Harrarghe of Oromia Zone, which is not included under PRIME. 
The wheel loaders will allow Mercy Corps to complete pond rehabilitation at a scale not previously feasible under RAIN+ due to cost and equipment availability concerns. Ownership of the equipment by Mercy Corps reduces costs to the RAIN program and ensures that the equipment can be used as needed. Sites were selected through a consultative process with the community and community leaders, with an emphasis placed on community contribution to the project, which will take the form of community labor towards digging silt-traps, planting grass around the pits, placing fencing, or other similar tasks.



“If I was not member of Dalsan RuSACCO, I would not have obtained the loan to buy and sell livestock which resulted in 3000 ETB profit.”




















