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Organization Name: Danish Refugee Council

Headquarters	Contact Information			Field Contact Information
Contact Person: Senada Cesic		            		Contact Person: Tomislav Zulim
Mailing Address: Borgergade 10, 3rd Flr	           		Mailing Address: #77 1st Cross St.
		   DK 1300 Copenhagen K	             Vavuniya, Sri Lanka

Telephone: 	+45 3373 5040				Telephones: 	+94 114 362 444  
Fax: 		+45 3332 8448				Fax:		+94 114 209 496	 
E-mail:	senada.cesic@drc.dk				E-mail:	Tomislav.Zulim@drc.dk


Country/Region of Country:		North and North East Sri Lanka

Submission date:			October 21th 2013

Program Title:	Protection and Advocacy for Conflict Affected Communities in Sri Lanka 

Proposed Start and End Date:		June 10th 2013 – June 9th 2014	

Dollar Amount Requested		$489,722

Program Goal: Improve and promote the protection for communities in displacement and return in North and North East Sri Lanka

Total Number of Beneficiaries Targeted (Individuals): 8,498

Project Overview

Project activities have been on going since June 10th 2013. Overall, activities and indicators for the project are on track to achieving the projects intended targets. For result one – linked to protection monitoring, 47% of the 200 planned IPAs/ILAs  (individual protection assistance / individual livelihood assistance) were identified and 15% distributed; protection monitors conducted 143 field trips – 16% of the project goal of 876; and 4,186 of beneficiaries participated in protection activities. Protection monitoring activities were implemented in three districts – Jaffna, Vavuniya and Trincomalee. Protection activities for Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu districts are currently implemented under a European Commission for Humanitarian and Civil Protection (ECHO) grant – ending November 30, 2013. After this protection activities will begin under Office Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA).

For result 2, linked to Danish Refugee Council’s (DRC) advocacy work, one Protection Update was compiled and disseminated to humanitarian actors and one briefing with the European Commission Human Rights Group was undertaken. As noted below, further briefings were discussed with relevant actors and are currently being organized. DRC’s Advocacy Advisor and chair of the Durable Solutions Promotions Group (DSPG) arrived in the month of August. During the reporting period the Advocacy Advisor met and established relationships with humanitarian and diplomatic representatives, and civil society members in Colombo and in the north. Three DSPG meetings took place during the reporting period. 

Although not covered in the project indicators, DRC continued to coordinate and share protection information among humanitarian and human rights actors. During the first four months of the project, DRC organized two protection meetings in Vavuniya and Jaffna districts. These meetings were aimed at coordinating responses to ongoing protection concerns and forming advocacy strategies among stakeholders. It is planned these meetings will take place once every two months and feed into the Durable Solutions Promotions Group (DSPG). Four protection reports covering DRC’s protection monitoring findings were disseminated to humanitarian and human rights actors in Sri Lanka. Please refer to Annex 1 – DRC Protection Report August 2013, covering protection concerns for the five districts.  

Specific Objective: Increased protection for DIDPs and returnees through protection by presence, strengthening of protection environment, and advocacy. 

Result 1: (1) IDP and returnee protection concerns are monitored and protection capacity and environment in increased; (2) extremely vulnerable IDPs and returnees in need of emergency and livelihood assistance are identified and assisted.

Indicator 1: At least 8,498 persons participate in DRC protection activities

	June through September 2013

	
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Vavuniya
	308
	330
	638

	Jaffna
	554
	834
	1,388

	Trincomalee
	1,132
	1,028
	2,160

	Total
	1,994
	2,192
	4,186



By the end of September 2013, a total of 4,186 persons participated in DRC protection activities – 49% percentage of the total project goal. Beneficiaries participated in a variety of DRC activities including protection monitoring – through individual interviews and focus group discussions (FGDs), IPA/ ILA assistance, and training and awareness activities. On a monthly basis DRC collects this information using an age, gender and diversity mainstreaming (AGDM) tools.  

Four protection monitors undertook a total of 143 protection-monitoring visits during the reporting period. Broken down by district – 53 visits were undertaken in Vavuniya and 35 visits in Jaffna and Trincomalee, respectively. 










Indicator 2: Number of persons trained and who participated in awareness sessions, disaggregated by sex

	June through September 2013

	
	Awareness sessions
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Vavuniya
	6
	187
	230
	417

	Jaffna
	1
	20
	46
	66

	Trincomalee
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	7
	207
	276
	483



A total of seven training and awareness sessions were conducted by the end of September 2013. In Vavuniya District, six awareness sessions were conducted including one on land acquisition and Land Circular 2013/01 procedures; two sessions on Sexual, Gender Based Violence (SGBV); and three temporary identity documents. The first three sessions were implemented in coordination with local authorities and the Legal Aid Commission (LAC) while the three sessions on temporary IDs was coordinated with the Center for Free and Fair Elections (CAFFE). These sessions aimed to ensure that registered voters for the Northern Provincial Election had the necessary documents to vote. 209 individuals received the required IDs prior to the election. In Jaffna District, one session was conducted covering early marriage and alcoholism. 

Indicator 3: Number of resolved protection cases - disaggregated by sex

	June through September 2013

	
	Referred Cases
	Resolved cases
	Male
	Female

	Vavuniya
	16
	5
	8*
	17

	Jaffna
	13
	6
	13
	27

	Trincomalee
	17
	1
	50
	112

	Total
	46
	12
	71
	156

	* The number of male / female beneficiaries is greater then the amount of referred cases because some protection cases involved several members of a family. For example, Vavuniya district referred 21 cases with a total of 25 individuals involved in the case. For Jaffna, two group cases were referred involving 110 families. These families are not included in the Jaffna figures above – instead, they were counted as 1 male / 1 female.




	Case breakdown 2013

	Theme
	# Referred
	# Solved

	Access to services
	16
	5

	Child rights
	4
	3

	SGBV
	2
	Nil

	Documentation
	11
	2

	Land
	2
	Nil

	Durable Solutions
	11
	2



46 protection cases were referred for external assistance to local authorities, legal aid providers, and NGOs. 26% of the cases were resolved (12) by the end of September. 

Indicator 4: At least 200 persons with special needs provided emergency or livelihood assistance

	June through September 2013

	
	Identified IPAs/ ILAs
	Distributed IPA/ ILAs


	Vavuniya
	16
	11

	Jaffna
	19
	19

	Trincomalee
	60
	0

	Total
	95
	30



By the end of September, 30 IPAs were provided to persons with special needs – equaling 15% of the project goal of 200 IPAs/ILAs distributed. Broken down by gender, 25 women and 9 men received IPAs. The majority of persons provided IPAs/ILAs fell under several of DRC’s criteria for IPA/ILA assistance. In general beneficiaries included: women headed families, extreme poverty, and victims of abuse and SGBV. In Vavuniya District for example, DRC provided transportation and food allowance to five women who were victims of serious abuse and SGBV – thus facilitating access to legal and medical services. 

For Trincomalee, IPAs were recently identified and have not been distributed. The IPAs will be distributed in October 2013. In some cases in Trincomalee District, IPA case registration was put on hold due to the fact that their vulnerability was linked to their husband’s abandoning their family. Before providing assistance DRC is double-checking to ensure beneficiaries know their legal rights regarding Sri Lanka’s Maintenance Act of 1999 and file cases with the Legal Aid Commission (LAC). 

Indicator 5: Number of people assisted and percentage of people continuing in their livelihood at the end of the project

Activities related to this indicator will begin 3 months before the end of the project. 

Result 2: (1) Improved and systematic collection and analysis of protection issues affecting IDPs and returnees (2) increased awareness of the importance of humanitarian protection among government decision makers, increased access to advocacy tools for donors, UN agencies and INGOs to advocate and defend humanitarian space. 

Indicator 1: 2 IDP protection working group protection update papers drafted, compiled and disseminated

The Durable Solutions Promotions Group finalized and distributed one IDP protection update during the reporting period. The protection update covers the period of December 2012 to June 2013 and was distributed to humanitarian and development agencies within Sri Lanka, civil society, and humanitarian and human rights actors internationally including: Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, International Crisis Group, the Brookings Institute, The internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) and the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of IDPs. 

The update covers ongoing protection issues of IDPs and returnees. Please refer to Annex 2 for more details regarding the DSPG Protection Update. 

Indicator 2: 2 position papers developed

No position papers were developed or disseminated during the reporting period. 

Indicator 3: 12 DSPG meetings organized, chaired and facilitated

Then handover process of chairing the DSPG between DRC and the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) took place between April and June of 2013. Due to the long visa process, DRC’s Advocacy Advisor arrived in August and assumed responsibilities for chairing the DSPG. Before this, DRC’s protection program manager chaired meetings. 

Three DSPG meetings were organized, chaired and facilitated during the reporting period. Dates for the meetings included:

	DSPG meeting dates

	June 14th 2013

	August 16th 2013

	September 26th 2013

	



Indicator 4: 4 briefings made to Bilateral Donor Group and HCT on issues related to protection and humanitarian space

One briefing was conducted in the month of September to the European Commission (EC) Human Rights Group. The briefing and presentation covered the findings of the DSPG Protection Update. It is planned that the DSPG will provide briefings to this group on a quarterly basis. Although no other briefings took place during the reporting period the DSPG Chair held discussions with the Humanitarian Coordinator and chair of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) to present at an upcoming HCT meeting. In addition, the DSPG chair has held similar meetings with the Bilateral Donor Group for future briefings on the Protection Update. 

Indicator 5: Number of principle engagement by the humanitarian community on durable solutions issues affecting conflict affected communities

This indicator will be reviewed at the end of the project.
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