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The following are the three time periods of the project implementation, which differ in implemented activities (implemented by MHG itself and also regional networks):


from 01.10.2002 to 30.09.2005;


from 01.10.2005 to 30.09.2008 (modification from 01.10. 2007
);


from 01.2008 to 31.01.2010


The project "Multifunctional support for Human Rights centers in the Russian provinces" was originally aimed at implementing the strategy of supporting and strengthening the regional human rights organizations, strengthening their position and influence in Russian society.

For the whole period of the project implementation Moscow Helsinki Group has been active in implementing the strategy described in the project.


In particular, during the entire period of the project the focus was on:


- support and development of Russian networks based on regional human rights organizations 
(monitoring; legal clinics and public receptions; civil regional coalitions);


- preparation of the report on the human rights situation in Russian regions. 

Since October 2005, in addition to the mentioned activities there were added:

- the development of the system of social control in closed institutions of the Russian Federation;


- strengthening and development of the level of regional activity of NGOs in the field of awareness-
raising, educational and informational work.

Since October 2007, there were also expanded the project activities:


- creation and coordination of "Youth Centers" for discussions and other activities to strengthen the 
regional network and the involvement of youth in human rights movement;


- raising the awareness of young civil society activists and NGO leaders on human rights through 
the establishment of the Human Rights School; 


- expansion of the public discussion and awareness of intolerance, discrimination, xenophobia and 
acts committed in hate, by including issues of discrimination in the work of the discussion centers 
and the use of the experience of international NGOs in the fight for the counteraction to all types of 
iscrimination;


- advocacy activities:


- development of an integrated library and archival resources of the modern regional social 
movement;

- expanding the scope of legal aid to citizens through the creation of the public reception of the 
Moscow Helsinki Group;

- development of MHG activities, including improving the efficiency of PR-activities by using 
modern technologies and professional skills of media-work.

All final reports on implementation of the above-mentioned activities for the three reporting periods have been provided to USAID in timely manner. 
This report represents the results of consolidation of all indicators of regional activity level and MHG activity level by separate years (7 years) and in total for the entire project period.

Annexes 1 and 2 show the quantitative indicators of regional activity  and MHG activity for the period from October 2002 to January 2010.
Here you can find a brief evaluation of each project activity: whether the planned objectives and the targets defined for each direction were achieved, what was successful and what was not - and the possible reasons. 
1. Support and development of Russian networks based on regional human rights organizations (monitoring; legal clinics and public receptions; civil regional coalitions)
1.1. Development of a monitoring network. Preparation of the report on the Human Rights situation in Russian regions.
The main objective was the development and strengthening of the monitoring system established by MHG in the period 1998-2000 and forming the community of activists of Russian NGOs, prepared to organize trainings on human rights monitoring. The direct objective of the project was to promote the development of skills of monitoring human rights by non-governmental organizations and writing reports (both regional and national) evaluating the conformity of Russian legislation and practice with European standards on human rights, in particular the obligations of Russia to the Council of Europe; empowerment and strengthening the influence of monitoring.
A common methodology has been developed for organizing monitoring in the Russian regions, which allowed to obtain reliable information from various sources. All monitors in the regions have learnt this methodology due to the system of training activities organized by MHG. Using these skills has greatly improved the quality and the level of reliability of monitoring results. This has increased the confidence in the information contained in the annual reports on the situation with human rights, not only from the public, but also the authorities (regional reports were distributed at the regional level, the All-Russian - among all the ministries and agencies concerned at the nationwide level). There were practically no significant complaints of inaccuracy in the reported information.
All the reports contained recommendations for the authorities on improvement of the situation with human rights. They were also used by the human rights community for development of a strategy of joint actions to implement the developed recommendations (discussed at the annual conferences held by the Moscow Helsinki Group).
Below are the links to reports published on the MHG web-site, both nationwide and regional:
    "Human Rights in the Russian regions." Collection of Reports.
For the year 2009 http://www.mhg.ru/publications/E70AD9A
For the year 2008 http://www.mhg.ru/publications/C6FC1EA
For the year 2007 http://www.mhg.ru/publications/B13E2AA
For the year 2006 http://www.mhg.ru/publications/A1AD938
For the year 2005 http://www.mhg.ru/publications/A1AD4B6
For the year 2004 http://www.mhg.ru/publications/54F3049
For the year 2003 http://www.mhg.ru/publications/3BA7441
For the year 2002 http://www.mhg.ru/publications/30FC481
Reports from regional NGOs (see annex to the report table with the list of regions):
2009 – 29 regions  http://www.mhg.ru/publications/E47E0CA
2008 – 35 regions http://www.mhg.ru/publications/C30D586
2007 – 34 regions http://www.mhg.ru/publications/A1ADAEA
2006 – 38 regions part 1:http://www.mhg.ru/publications/A1AD9E2; part 2: http://www.mhg.ru/publications/A1AD9AB

2005 – 35 regions, part 1: http://www.mhg.ru/publications/A1AD395; part 2: http://www.mhg.ru/publications/A1AD2FD
2004 – 48 regions, part 1: http://www.mhg.ru/publications/5477C1A; part 2: http://www.mhg.ru/publications/53DFA71
2003 – 71 regions, part 1: http://www.mhg.ru/publications/30A78C1; part 2: http://www.mhg.ru/publications/36B7F5D; part 3: http://www.mhg.ru/publications/36B7F51; part 4: http://www.mhg.ru/publications/36B6BA9
2002 – 76 regions http://www.mhg.ru/publications/30A78C1

Note: Based on the analysis of the information presented above, there is clearly visible the trend of gradual decrease of activity in the regions in monitoring and writing reports. It seems that the main factors of this situation are the reduce of the NGO's own resources and, above all, financial; and MHG's lack of sufficient funding for all the NGOs who were ready to participate in the monitoring.


The reports have also been used by MHG and other human rights defenders to prepare alternative reports for the UN treaty Committees (the Human Rights Committee, the Committee against Torture, and others) about the way Russia complies with international treaty obligations on human rights. In particular, we want to stress that many times the Committees indicated the facts we have obtained as a result of monitoring in their final conclusions, as well as used the recommendations we prepared for the Russian authorities.
1.2. Regional public receptions (legal clinics).

The main objective of this direction was the creation of public receptions (or legal clinics) based on human rights organizations in the regions to provide legal assistance to low-income citizens who cannot get it in standard ways. The related purpose was attracting volunteer students of law schools to the legal aid, organizing educational and awareness-raising activities for them aimed not only at increasing their professional knowledge, but also their commitment to the values of human rights and their involvement in human rights activities.
As the result of the project implementation the following indicators were achieved:
1. In the period from 2002 to January 2010 - 36 to 55 (2008) public receptions worked in the regions. During these years of the project implementation, the coordinators of public receptions have organized 6180 events with the students: seminars, trainings, lectures and meetings with law enforcement officials, leaders of local NGOs and other events.

2. 5025 students of law faculties of higher educational institutions have been involved in public receptions in the project regions. These students have worked in the public receptions as volunteers for an average of 2 to 3 months (the average period of practice demanded by high schools). During the internship the students have provided free legal assistance to a wide range of people. 70% of those who applied were unemployed citizens, the retired and the poor. The students have created legal documents: statements of claim, complaints, claims, statements to the authorities. Totally for all the project years assistance has been provided to 92,382 citizens, 40,344 documents were created, 5,880 court cases were initiated. According to the receptions’ coordinators 10-15% of citizens have come to the public reception again with other cases. Relying on these data, it can be stated that the quality of services was evaluated as high by the applicants.

Also we should note the fact that after the reduction of financial support for the project, the work of public receptions continued and its indicators remained high. This is the evidence of stability of this direction.
1.3. Creation and support of regional coalitions.
The project paid a lot of attention to the creation of various coalitions in the regions. The initiators of the coalition movement were the MHG regional partners. The main goal of this activity was to involve various non-governmental organizations in human rights activities, to promote the restoration of violated rights or legitimate interests and thus to support the development of civil society.
1. 59 regional coalitions were created during the project.
The most popular topics of advocacy and media campaigns were:
• Environmental rights;
• The reform of housing;
• Campaigns against the war in Chechnya;
• Protection of voting rights;
• Campaigns to raise awareness and civic engagement of the population (including social project fairs);
• Protection of social and economic rights, child rights, rights of the disabled,
• etc.

In addition, as a consequence of the regional coalitions activities there began to be formed federal coalitions, which held a series of successful thematic campaigns - for example, the Coalition "For a Democratic Alternative Civil Service", "Right to Choose," "For fair taxation", "In Defense of defrauded co-investors," "Against spot building", etc.
2. The total number of participants of civic coalitions (staff and volunteers) for the period of the project varied (by years) - from 600 to 1,500.
3. In total more than 1,500 different actions were organized, which attracted nearly 80,000 people.
4. During the actions 35,000 people received information and other assistance (see the table of activities of regional NGOs).
5. A number of coalition actions on the federal level drew the attention of authorities. So, for example, the campaign "In Defense of defrauded co-investors (building houses)" helped to restore the rights of a significant number of co-investors of construction in Moscow, St. Petersburg and other regions.
2. The development of the network of public control in closed institutions of Russia. 

One of the main objectives of the project between October 2005 and January 2010 was to develop a system of public control over closed institutions.
This activity can be divided into two stages:
Stage 1 - from 2005 to June 2008: working out a model of public control over observance of human rights in places of detention (there was no legal basis);
Stage 2 - from September 2008 to January 2010: September 1, 2008, the federal law "On Public Control of human rights in places of detention and assistance to persons in places of detention» (№ 76 - FZ, 10.06.2008) entered into force in Russia; in accordance with this law there started the process of creation, and then strengthening of the institution of social control over human rights in places of detention (public oversight commissions in the regions - POC).
1. In the first stage, a network of regional NGOs was created to develop and test the mechanisms of social control. The members of these organizations carried out visits to places of detention in agreement with the heads of the respective departments. During these visits, apart from observing the conditions of detention, the human rights activists were consulting the convicts, provided legal advice and legal assistance.
MHG on its part has organized trainings for the visitors at special seminars, who after training became coaches to train more visitors in the regions. By the end of 2008 (in December the first mandates were awarded to the members of POCs) the following results were achieved: the network included and supported 36 regional NGOs; there were made over 500 visits to places of detention; there were prepared more than 350 visitors; the legal assistance was provided by the visitors to nearly 1,500 convicts.
Another form of activity which was supported by the project that should be mentioned was the participation of human rights defenders, both at federal and regional level in the activities of various public boards in the structure of the Federal Penitentiary Service and the Russian Ministry of Interior. Thus, for example, the position of the chairman of the Public Council under the Russian Minister of Justice (the Federal Penitentiary Service is a separate structure of this ministry) for a long time was taken by a member of the Moscow Helsinki Group V. Borshchev, members of this council were the chairman of MHG L.M. Alexeeva and the member of MHG V.F. Abramkin.
It should be noted that the process of formation of social control in the Ministry of Interior was a lot harder than in the penitentiary system. Historically, this system was much more closed than the penitentiary system. Gradually, at the initiative of human rights defenders and due to the availability of the Council at the federal level, it became possible to create public councils in over 20 regions.
Throughout the first stage the human rights defenders used different ways to lobby for the law on public control. MHG has always been at the forefront of this activity.
2. At the second stage the basic efforts of human rights defenders in the regions and MHG were aimed at the formation of POCs and, in the first place, at the inclusion in the POCs of the representatives of regional NGOs - partners of MHG. The complexity of this period was that the approval process for the members of POCs by the law was granted to the Public Chamber of Russia and was pretty intransparent. Letters of recommendation were accepted only from the regional public chambers. The recommendations from human rights NGOs were ignored. That is why we had to use the resource of the Presidential Council and the Commissioner for human rights, both at federal and regional levels. Due to that positive results were achieved: more than 50 POCs included human rights defenders, and in some regions (Moscow, St. Petersburg, Nizhny Novgorod, Krasnoyarsk, Perm, Kazan and others) the number of human rights defenders prevailed.
In the first two years the members of POCs visited 5,000 places of detention, examined more than 10,000 letters, complaints and appeals, prepared and sent to various authorities 1,750 conclusions on the result of oversight visits.
In some regions the administrations of places of detention perceived the first visits of members of POCs with hostility and were looking for an excuse not to let them in. Over time, these questions have disappeared and now such incidents are local in nature.
The complaints received by POCs from prisoners and their families concerned, first and foremost, the facts of rude, cruel and degrading treatment by prison staff, the illegal disciplinary actions, the lack of medical care, the ignorance of hygiene standards, the poor quality of food, extortion for "positive" solution of questions on parole, etc.
The increasing flow of letters and phone calls of citizens to the members of POCs, together with an adequate response of law enforcement executives to address the problems found during the visits to places of detention, suggests that "the social control in the field of human rights in places of detention in Russia has started, but for its further development we will need to develop and make decisions, both legislative and administrative measures".

Thus, evaluating the results of the activities of first convocation of POCs, we can state that today this social and institutionally fixed instrument is the only control mechanism that can positively change the situation with human rights in places of detention. However, in order for it to act effectively and consistently, the further efforts from civil society will be required, including those from the well-known human rights NGOs, which also include MHG. 

3. Strengthening and development of the level of regional activity of NGOs in the field of awareness-raising, educational and informational work.
3.1. Awareness-raising and educational work.
 Because it is often impossible to separate the direction of this public activity, whether it is awareness-raising or education, we considered it possible to combine these activities and provide total indicators for the educational and awareness-raising activities.
During the reporting period from October 2005 to January 2010 from 32 to 49 regional NGOs participated in these activities.
Totally for 4 years more than 2,200 different events (seminars, conferences, round tables, exhibitions, lectures, discussions, trainings, etc.) were held by NGOs, which were attended by more than 55,500 people. More than 650 events out of these - were organized in cooperation with law enforcement agencies, more than 16,000 people participated in these events; the other more than 1,500 educational events were attended by about 40,000 people.
For some organizations the educational work with the population is one of the main directions of activities of the organization (more than 10 events over six months). These are, for example, such organizations as:
• Krasnoyarsk regional body of public initiative "Public Committee for Protection of Human Rights" (Krasnoyarsk region);
• Inter-regional public organization "The Central Black-Soil Research Centre for Human Rights" (Kursk region);
• NGO "Perm Regional Human Rights Center" (Perm region);
• Ryazan Historical, Educational, Human Rights and Charitable Society "Memorial" (Ryazan region).

The following examples represent the main topics of activities which were conducted in cooperation with the authorities:

- in Belgorod - a conference on the interaction of NGOs and governmental bodies was held;

- Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk - the round table "For effective cooperation", which brought together the leaders 
of the Department of Internal Affairs of the region;

- In the Kan (Krasnoyarsk region) - a seminar on "Problems of re-socialization of young 
prisoners" was held;

- Lipetsk held the interregional scientific-practical conference "Global Justice. Problems and 
Solutions";

- Perm hosted a round-table discussion on "Psychological rehabilitation of the personnel of 
Department of Internal Affairs, who took part in the hostilities in the "hot spots", etc.
Here are several examples of educational workshops and lectures on human rights:

Belgorod region: there are regular meetings with parents of conscripts on the topic of violation of the rights of conscripts in the army;

Kirov region: lectures for students on human rights (the emergence of ideas, the introduction to human rights);

Kursk region: special course "The European Court of Human Rights" for students of the Faculty of Law of the Regional Open Social Institute, 5th grade, distance form of learning;

Perm region: seminar "Practical issues of the organization of centers of legal advice for the poor in the Perm region", seminar "Informing the public on the opportunities of free legal aid”;

Rostov region: discussions on the topic "The forms of Youth Actions for Human Rights acceptable in the constitutional state", "The Role of the International Helsinki Movement and the Moscow Helsinki Group as a Human Rights organization in protection of the Human Rights in Russia", "The OSCE as a mechanism of international security and cooperation in modern conditions", "The role of inter-ethnic relations in conflict prevention in the North Caucasus";

Ryazan region: lectures on the course "The legal protection of the rights and interests of citizens" in the Ryazan branch of the Academy of Law and Management of the Council of Veterans of Internal Affairs and the Interior Troops, seminars entitled "Human rights in the modern world for the police"; organizing tolerance lesson, lessons on human rights in the course "Social Studies" in Ryazan Free Lyceum (10-11 grades);
Stavropol region: lectures for young people on the topics: "The right to hold meetings, marches, demonstrations", "The right to Work", "The Right to Education", "Freedom of Speech," "The right to freedom of movement and choice of the place of residence."
Summarizing the activities of NGOs in this direction, it can be concluded that the planned goal - namely improving the level of legal awareness of the society in the sphere of human rights, the establishment of cooperation with the authorities through their participation in events organized by NGOs or co-organized events - has been achieved. The difficulties that arose before the regional NGOs, particularly in establishing contacts with local authorities, were gradually overcome. Of course it is impossible to say that has happened in all the regions involved in the project, but in those where human rights defenders worked systematically they succeeded in changing the situation.
3.2. Informational work.
During the implementation of this project activity, i.e. for the project last 4 years, the informational work was carried out by from 39 to 59 NGOs. This activity included organizing press-conferences, spreading press-releases, appearances on TV and in the media, publishing our own printed editions, creation and support of Internet web-sites, coverage of NGO activities in the media.
3.2.1. Organizing press-conferences.
One of the main information activities of regional NGOs was holding press-conferences for journalists in order to bring the results of their research or their position on different issues to the public and authorities. The human rights organizations organized in total 279 press-conferences.
Here, as an example, are some of the press-conferences’ topics - first and foremost those relating to human rights or legitimate interests:
· June 26 – The Day of Support of Victims of Torture;
· Protection of the constitutional right of every citizen to privacy, personal or family secrets, protection of honor and good name as set out in Part 1 of Art. 23 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation, 60 years from the date of adoption of the "Universal Declaration of Human Rights";
· The role of prosecutor's offices in protecting the rights of citizens;
· The first results of the work of POC (Monitoring Commission) of Kaluga region;
· Respect for human rights in the Orenburg region;
· Russian justice against the Russian farmer; human rights in the Orel region;
· On the illegality of price increases for utilities, etc.
In general, the analysis shows that the most popular topics of press-conferences were the problems of Russian justice and social protection of citizens.
It should be noted that in 2009 the activity of NGOs in this direction has significantly decreased (37 press-conferences in the year 2009, compared to 101 - in the year 2006); at the same time there was no significant reduction in the number of NGOs, no decrease in the activity of spreading press-releases and no decrease in the number of publications in the media about the activities of NGOs. Perhaps the reason was the decrease in resources of NGOs in the last project year, as organization of press-conferences demands more resources than spreading press-releases.
3.2.2. Spreading press-releases.

Another component of the informational work was preparing press-releases and spreading them among the media. Their total number was 2243. The most important topics were the following:
· The right to vote - "The role of election commissions in the fight for fair elections to positions in the state and municipal authorities"; about the protection of citizens' voting rights in the upcoming elections of local governments on October 11, 2009;
· In anticipation of creation of the Public Chamber of the Kirov region; 
· Krasnodar prosecutor's office does not consider it necessary to establish a public council and discuss the recommendations of international institutions in the field of human rights;
· Violation of the rights of orphans;
· About public control and the interaction of human rights defenders, "Everything is legal in detention centers!";
· The situation in youth human rights education in the Kursk region;
· The situation in the judicial system - access to the judicial system for citizens; judicial decisions about the actions of the investigators; the court rejected the claim of human rights activists about the practice of political investigation;
· The right to alternative civil service;
· Prosecution of human rights defenders - human rights defenders are wanted by the police... (About placing the photos of human rights defenders on the stand "Wanted by the police");
· The experts have recognized the slogan "Freedom is not given, it is taken" to be extremist, etc.
It should be noted that the topics for press-releases were very different, but they were all related to vital problems of various groups of individuals or society as a whole. We believe that the purpose of providing timely information to citizens about the vital problems and issues has been achieved.
3.2.3. Publications in mass-media and appearances in television and radio broadcast.
The representatives of human rights organizations participated in television shows, appeared in radio broadcast, were published in printed media: nearly 3,000 publications reflecting the work of NGOs were made during the project.
Here are some examples:

Publications in mass-media 

"The new life in university" (publication of the Siberian Federal University) gazeta.sfu-kras.ru - Vera Kirichenko. Familiar among strangers. Together with the staff of the Legal Clinic of SFU the correspondent has visited a correctional colony (the Krasnoyarsk regional body of public initiative "The Public Committee for Protection of Human Rights");
 "Kurskaya Pravda" from 28.05. 2009. "How is your word resound". The work of the seminar-meeting in Kursk, which involved more than 100 heads of press-services of the Department of Internal Affairs and the staff of departments of the Ministry of Interior from the Central, North-West, Volga and Southern Federal Districts. About the business game organized by the Director of the Center A. Grachev with the heads of press-services (Inter-regional public organization "The Central Black-Soil Research Centre for Human Rights", Kursk region);
Territory of Law - Svetlana Keronen. “How to get into jail. For review”. On the public control over human rights in places of detention (ORO "Kolsk Association of Women Lawyers", Murmansk Region);
Social Information Agency, 24.04.09. - An international seminar on "Strategic human rights" is held in Nizhny Novgorod. The seminar was organized by the Interregional Committee Against Torture and representatives of the British organization REDRESS with the support of the European Commission (Nizhny Novgorod Human Rights Union);
  "Yaik" newspaper, 30.06.2009. - "Bullying - no." About the picket in support of Victims of Torture (Orenburg regional human rights NGO "Your rights");
Regional newspaper "News", 19.08.2009 – L. Statsenko. "Prisons are under public control" (KROD "For Human Rights", Kaluga region);
IA-B-port – July 18, a day of open doors in the Murmansk penal colony № 17 (coal basis) (ORO "Kolsk Association of Women Lawyers," Murmansk region).
Appearances in television and radio broadcast.
Regional radio - Schmatkova. Several materials on monitoring of the rights of conscripts. On the tasks of monitoring (Shebekinsky local NGO "Civil Accord", Belgorod region);
TV and Radio Company "Slavia" - The protection of tenants. Sabotage of the legal requirements tenants by administration officials of Veliky Novgorod. The initiator of the broadcast and the plot was N. Davydovskaya (Novgorod Regional Public Organization "Regional Center of Human Rights");
"Radio Liberty” – an interview with Veronica Katkova by the correspondent of “Radio Liberty” Helen Godlevskaya. The subject of the interview was the first human rights conference in the city of Orel. V. Katkova spoke about the situation with human rights in the region, the activities of Institute of Public Problems "United Europe" and about the prospects of creating a human rights coalition in the Orel region.
"Radio Liberty" - an interview with Dmitry Krayuhin by the correspondent of "Radio Liberty" Helen Godlevskaya. D. Krayuhin spoke about the work of the Commissioner for Human Rights in the Orel region, the difficulties in interaction with this structure (Institute of Public Problems "United Europe", a public charitable institution of the Orel region);
Video-reportage on the TV channel 37 of Novocherkassk - about the work and activities of the NGO Union "Women of the Don" (the NGO Union "Women of the Don", Rostov region (Novocherkassk));
"Echo of Moscow" in Orenburg, 28.08.2009 - news about the report of B. Dyundin at the meeting of Public Council under the department of internal affairs of the Orenburg region. On respecting the rights of detainees in police department offices in the Orenburg region (Orenburg regional human rights NGO "Your Rights"), etc.
3.2.4. Creation and support of internet web-sites.
At the end of the reporting period 31 NGOs had their own Internet resources.
12 NGOs out of them had the opportunity to publish the information about their activities in the internet only due to their pages on the MHG web-site. Below is a list of NGOs who have their own pages on the MHG web-site (they have no other web-resources):
1. Altai Regional Public Organization "Protection and promotion of civil rights initiatives."
2. Shebekinsky local NGO "Civil Concord" (Belgorod region).
3. Ivanovo Region Society for Human Rights.
4. Kaluga House of Human Rights.
5. Kolsk Association of Women Lawyers (Murmansk region).
6. Committee for Protection of displaced persons (Ingushetia; it was a partner in the project until July 1, 2009).
7. Mordovia Republican Human Rights Center.
8. Regional Public Organization of Disabled Persons “Centre for Human Rights” (Rostov Region, Taganrog).
9. Non-profit public organization "Stavropol Regional Center of public initiatives “Alter Vita”".
10. Tambov Regional Centre for Human Rights.
11. Municipal NGO "Tula Human Rights Center."
12. Chuvashia Republican public organization "Foundation of Justice".
Upon completion of the project MHG also intends to create new regional pages on its web-site, as due to the reduction of resources of regional NGOs (both financial and human), they cannot create and systematically update their own web-sites.
4. Creation and coordination of "Youth Centers" for discussions and other activities to strengthen the regional network and the involvement of youth in human rights movement.
As part of the planned project activities there operated 7 youth centers in the regions: Belgorod, Vladimir, Voronezh, Krasnodar, Moscow, Nizhny Novgorod, Rostov-on-Don.

Youth Centres were initially focused on:
- Active involvement of youth in civic activities and the community of civic organizations;
- Development of links and cooperation between experts from civil society, on the one hand, and youth groups, on the other hand;
- Support for new activists and newly formed groups of civic activities.
In our opinion, the planned target was achieved and the basic problems were solved. The following is a summary of the final results, which allowed us to make such conclusions.


Over the entire period of their work the youth centers have organized 447 events, involving more than 10,000 people.
The following are examples of thematic programs implemented by the Centers:
1. The values ​​of human rights and human dignity;
2. Youth rights and the rights of students;
3. Civic activities, youth civic initiatives in the public interest;
4. Human Rights in interaction with the police; law and responsibility in the work of law enforcement agencies;
5. Anti-fascism, the promotion of tolerance and intercultural dialogue, combating xenophobia among young people;

6. Counteraction against homophobia and discrimination against LGBT people;
7. The rights of conscripts, alternative civil service;
8. Historical self-determination and historical memory, the memory about victims of repression;
9. Ecology and anti-atomic movement, the environmental initiatives of young people;
10. Non-violence and peacemaking, counteraction against the cult of militarism and aggression;
11. International youth cooperation, international educational programs;
12. European identity at the beginning of the XXI century; etc.
The Centers used the following methods in their work:
• workshops with students, young activists, regional leaders;
• discussions on the issues important for the society;
• educational and awareness-raising activities;
• public actions;
• preparation and dissemination of information, awareness-raising materials, printed editions;
• monitoring and mass researches;
• press-conferences and media work.

The indicators of activity for the project period of each of the 7 Youth Centers are the following:
Belgorod - 47 events, attended by more than 2,000 people.

Vladimir - 48 events, attended by more than 1,500 people.
 
Voronezh - 59 events, attended by more than 2,000 people.
 
Krasnodar - 53 events, attended by more than 1,500 people.

Moscow - 62 events, attended by more than 1,500 people.

Nizhny Novgorod - 95 events, attended by more than 1,000 people.
 
Rostov-on-Don - 83 events, attended by about 1,500 people.
5. Raising the awareness of young civil society activists and NGO leaders on human rights through the establishment of the Human Rights School.
Since the beginning of the year 2008 the Moscow Helsinki Group has held 6 Human Rights Schools (3 in summer and 3 in winter).
The total number of participants - 202 (selected by competition from more than 1,200 candidates), among them were human rights defenders, journalists, activists and staff of civil society organizations from more than 40 Russian regions.
The school was planned as a long-term and regular project to work with the younger generation of human rights defenders who are just starting to work and ready to apply their knowledge in practice - the protection of human rights in different spheres.
In organizing the schools we set the following objectives:
· human rights education for the young generation of human rights defenders, social activists and young government employees, including human rights governmental bodies (employees of the Commissioners for Human Rights in the regions of Russia);
· development of links and cooperation between organizations and human rights defenders from different regions in order to exchange experiences and organize joint advocacy actions;
· development of cooperation between experts and expert organizations, on the one hand, and young activists, on the other hand, in order to improve the effectiveness of the protection of violated rights and freedoms.
Evaluating the implementation of these objectives the schools can be considered successful. The participants have received the necessary knowledge about the concept of human rights in contemporary dimension, the mechanisms and tactics of their protection, the principles of work of human rights organizations, the modern challenges, the regulations on the work and management of non-governmental organizations in modern conditions, the issues of safety in the work of human rights defenders and civil society activists.
It is also possible to conclude that the dynamics of the quality of the participants of the schools has been positive. This was aided by a very serious pre-school work with potential participants by the school team: conducting telephone interviews with each candidate based on the results of the contest forms. As early as the third school there have started to form leading groups of intellectuals in the classes, who through their enthusiasm and interest have supported the high level of motivation of the majority of the group and subsequently expressed their willingness to participate in different directions of post-seminar work, including the internship program.
The coaching team of the School included leading experts in the field of human rights: Andrei Yurov (Council of Europe expert, MHG expert, honorary president of the Youth Human Rights Movement), Igor Sazhin (Komi Human Rights Commission "Memorial"), Sofia Ivanova and Alexander Behtold (Ryazan Human Rights School). Some lectures and thematic sessions were also represented by leading experts: L.M. Alexeeva (MHG Chairperson), S.A. Pashin (retired judge, professor, MHG member), A.L. Kononov (retired Constitutional Court judge); K.A. Moskalenko (lawyer, MHG member), N.A. Tagankina (MHG Executive Director), P. Chikov (MHG expert, head of the Interregional Human Rights Association "AGORA", Kazan).
Evaluation of Schools by the participants.
The quality of realization of the expectations of participants can be evaluated by the daily assessments of the classes by the participants, the procedure of summarizing each school’s results and the final questionnaires answered by the participants. Most of the participants spoke positively about the school, and the sincerity of this opinion is also confirmed by the mass attendance of the daily extracurricular activities after dinner (which were always attended by two thirds to four fifths of the participants).
At the beginning of each day the participants had the opportunity to supplement their expectations of the school. The expectations of the participants expressed daily allowed the coaches to respond to them flexibly, to shift the focus of the issues discussed to those more interesting for the participants. The coaching team gathered every night to assess the work of the coaches and the group dynamics, discuss their findings and observations, as well as the program for the next day. Each of the participants had the opportunity to get additional consultations from the coaches on specific practical issues related to his activities.
6. Campaign of counteraction against xenophobia, discrimination and hatred. Organizing 
anti-discrimination discussion clubs. 

The main objective: expansion of public debate and awareness of intolerance, discrimination, xenophobia and acts committed in hatred, by including the issues of discrimination in the work of the discussion centers and using the experience of international NGOs in the fight for counteraction to all types of discrimination.

To achieve this objective special attention was paid to the following activities:

- Organizing and coordination of work of anti-discrimination discussion clubs on the basis of 3 Inter-
regional centers of Anti-discrimination network: in Voronezh, Novosibirsk and Syktyvkar;

- Development of the international Coalition Against Hate.
6.1.  The work of antidiscrimination discussion clubs.

From October 2007 until the end of the project three Inter-regional centers of counteraction to xenophobia, discrimination and hatred were operating:
1. Youth Human Rights Group "Voronezh-Chernozemye" (Inter-regional center in Voronezh, Coordinator – I.A. Aksenova);
2. Non-governmental organization for protection of the rights of women and children "Assol" (Inter-regional center in Novosibirsk, Coordinator  - I.V. Muravyeva);
3. Komi Human Rights Commission "Memorial" (Inter-regional Center in Syktyvkar, coordinator - I.V. Sazhin).


It should be noted that there was a difficulty in organizing the work of the Inter-regional centers. Initially, the third center started to work in St. Petersburg on the basis of Humanities and Political Studies Center "Strategy". However, due to lack of practical activities of the Centre, we have decided to terminate the agreement with the coordinator from St. Petersburg and set up a center in Syktyvkar, which began to work in January 2009 and was very active.
The Interregional Centers organized the work of anti-discrimination discussion clubs; collected and quickly distributed information about the most acute actions of hatred and discrimination; established contacts with local communities, government officials, heads of national and religious communities, human rights defenders.
Anti-discrimination discussion clubs on the basis of Inter-regional centers organized awareness-raising activities on the problems of xenophobia, discrimination and hatred (discussions, seminars, round-tables, film shows, etc.) and disseminated the information on this topic.
Here are examples of topics of the events:
• The fight against violence and aggression on a national basis and religious intolerance;
• neo-nazi trends and various methods to combat this phenomenon;
• hate speech in everyday life, in the media and politics;
• Information campaigns to counter the activities of the ultra-right-wing;
• interaction of executive power with the ultra-right-wing organizations;
• interaction of government with religious associations;
• xenophobia among the youth, prevention of asocial phenomena among students and school pupils;
• promotion of tolerance, respect for different cultures and religions;
• the centers also actively disseminated awareness-raising materials on topics of their work, etc.

In total, the three of the Centers have organized 77 thematic events, which were attended by more than 1,500 people.


Below is the information on the activities of each of the Antidiscrimination discussion clubs during the reporting period.


Inter-regional Center in Voronezh.

The Center organized in total 29 events, which attracted more than 500 people: students, school pupils, NGO representatives, teachers, journalists. Below are some examples of topics of the events:
- A meeting of the representatives of the Inter-regional center with the specialists from the Centre of combating extremism of the Department of Internal Affairs of the Voronezh region. Experts of the Inter-regional center gave the law enforcement agencies a set of materials prepared on the results of monitoring the activities of ultra-right-wing groups and activists in the Voronezh region. It was agreed that the Department of Internal Affairs will use the materials of the Inter-regional Center for prophylaxis and prevention of hate crimes in the Voronezh region;
- A meeting on "Monitoring of xenophobia among youth". The meeting was attended by members of the working group for monitoring and monitors from 4 regions. During the meeting the technique and mechanisms of monitoring were discussed and the materials supplemented and amended;
- Round table "The limits of secularism and the teaching of Basic Orthodox Culture in the schools of Voronezh and Belgorod regions." The round table was attended by the Head of Department for Protection of Freedom of Conscience Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights in Russia, the Commissioner for Human Rights in the Belgorod region, representatives of educational authorities of the Belgorod region, school teachers, parents, representatives of religious organizations and journalists;
- The meeting of the expert of the Inter-regional Center with a representative of the Center for Combating Extremism (Deputy Chief Kazarov). The subject for discussion were the practical issues of preventing the activity of ultra-right-wing groups among the youth in the Voronezh region; etc.
Inter-regional Center in Novosibirsk.
The Center organized in total 36 events, which attracted more than 700 people. Below are some examples of its activities:
- Debating Club “The methods of combating xenophobia, discrimination and hatred" was held in the secondary school № 112. It was attended by 64 students of 10th and 11th grades;
- Radio-broadcast on the channel "Word" on the topic "Countering xenophobia and hatred".
- The speech of coordinator of the Inter-regional Center at the parliamentary hearings on the topic of monitoring of human rights in Novosibirsk region;
- A meeting of students of the full-time study (1-3 year) of NGAEU with the coordinator of the Inter-regional Center. The participants discussed the main standards of human rights and mechanisms for their protection.

Inter-regional Center in Syktyvkar.
The Center organized in total 12 events, which attracted more than 350 people. Here are some examples:
- Discussion at the Department of Political Science of the Syktyvkar State University for the students of the 3rd and the 4th years. The topic was "Hate speech in everyday life, in the media and in politics".
- Discussion "Hate speech in everyday life, in the media and in politics" at the Lyceum for public diplomacy and in the Syktyvkar State University;
- Establishment of a temporary inter-religious council. Various religious groups managed to unite for joint actions against the growing xenophobia against non-traditional religions;
- Seminar for journalists "Hate speech". The event aimed to teach journalists to abandon the use of hate speech against ethnic and religious groups; etc.
6.2. International Coalition Against Hate.
Since November 2007 Moscow Helsinki Group is actively involved in the development of the Coalition Against Hate - an association of international nongovernmental organizations, as well as NGOs and civil society groups from Russia, the Newly Independent States and other countries, initiated in 2007 by MHG, International Youth Human Rights Movement and the Union of Councils for Jews in the Former Soviet Union.

The Coalition organized a series of expert meetings on strategies for further development and improvement of mechanisms of interaction between its participants. A separate important direction of its activities was the support of the Coalition participants who became victims of neo-nazi persecutions. The representatives of two of the participating organizations of the Coalition from Russia were persecuted by neo-nazis for their activities: in the middle of July 2009 - Konstantin Baranov (Leader of the Young Europe - Rostov, the organization – active participant of the Coalition Against Hate) began receiving threats related to his anti-fascist activities; and in two weeks, on July 31, Maxim Efimov (Karelian Regional Department of "Youth Human Rights Group", the organization – informational participant of the Coalition Against Hate) was attacked in the staircase of the apartment where he lived.

Organizations-participants of the Coalition participated in a campaign of support to the victims, initiated by the Youth Human Rights Movement.
In the end of the reporting period the Coalition consisted of 58 organizations specializing in the problems of xenophobia and discrimination.
At the international level the Coalition maintains contacts not only with organizations and groups from the Newly Independent States, but also with international organizations (in particular, the OSCE and the Council of Europe). The Honorary Chairman of the Committee of the Coalition is Elie Wiesel - a Nobel Peace Prize winner, a famous French and American writer, a former prisoner of the Nazi death camps.
In conclusion we would like to mention that the planned purpose of this activity was achieved notwithstanding the difficulties in the implementation.
7. Advocacy actions.
The project also paid attention to the following issues:
- Support of civil initiatives to attract the attention of the authorities and the public to social problems;
- Support of independent youth organizations and initiatives protecting human rights and democracy;
- Initiatives aimed at combating intolerance and discrimination.
  These goals were achieved through the use of support of various local initiatives and resources of our partners in the regions, both their own and in coalitions.
In total 31 NGOs reported the results on this activity. The resources of these NGOs were used in organizing 382 different activities, including:
• the support of social movements and initiatives in the public interest - 217;
• the support of independent youth organizations and initiatives protecting human rights and democracy 
-72;

• counteraction to intolerance and discrimination based on national origin, religion, sex or social grounds 
-93.

Below are some examples of activities:
Lipetsk region
The meeting of representatives of NGOs with the chairman of the regional court. An agreement was reached on the participation of lawyers of these organizations in the monthly seminars with international and federal judges of civil cases. The head of the regional court has agreed to consider the information from human rights defenders on violations of the requirements of the Russian Federation Code of Civil Procedure by judges and court personnel to prevent them in the future.
Nizhny Novgorod region
Meeting “Return the city to people: housing, urban planning, environmental, political aspects of the real self-government in Nizhny Novgorod”.
Orel region

Debating club on the topic "Can citizens become active participants of the housing reform?". The discussion was attended by chairmen of house committees, active owners, journalists and members of NGOs working on the topic of housing reform.
Murmansk region
Round table dedicated to environmental issues concerning the city lake and surrounding areas. The round table was attended by the representatives of public and environmental organizations, the City Council of Deputies, the Committee on Natural Resources of the Murmansk region and the city administration.
Action under the slogan "Together against fascism!"
Ryazan Region
There has been created Ryazan Council "Civil Alternative" - the public association of citizens for the consolidation of efforts to achieve the overall statutory purpose and implementation of statutory objectives.
Sakhalin Region
Meetings in defense of social rights of the people of Sakhalin and Kurile islands. The total number of participants  - more than 1,500 people. Resolutions submitted to the federal and regional authorities, the answers are starting to be received.

Stavropol Region
The representatives of seven youth initiative groups of the Stavropol region have been trained to use the techniques of attracting resources for activities aimed at promoting youth initiatives in the region.
Republic of Bashkortostan
Meeting of the participants of the project "Children of different nations" on promoting tolerance and counteraction to xenophobia which will be implemented in 5 localities.
We believe that this activity will be continued by regional NGOs after the project, as the understanding of the fact that only joint efforts can achieve results has already developed.
8. Development of an integrated library and archival resources of the modern regional social movement.
As of January 1, 2010 the Library of the Moscow Helsinki group consisted of 2681 copies of printed materials.
Out of the recently received materials we would like to specially mention the following books: 
"Non-Governmental. A decade of survival", Kazan, 2008; "Those at the top and bottoms of Russian nationalism", composed by Alexander Verkhovsky, Moscow, 2007; "Legal protection of the freedom of assembly", the publication of the Nizhny Novgorod Human Rights Union, Nizhny Novgorod, 2009; brochure "March of Remembrance of the perished journalists. Afterword", Moscow, 2007.
The library of MHG also received the reports of regional Commissioners for Human Rights on the results of the year 2008.
It should be noted that the publications of the Moscow Helsinki Group are spread free of charge among the regional human rights network. In addition, the literature is sent (free of charge) to the newly established human rights and civic organizations. MHG also distributes books (if they are available in sufficient quantities) at the request of organizations or individuals. In addition, the publications of MHG are used at workshops and Human Rights Schools.
Many times the Moscow Helsinki Group was addressed by students and academics for books on human rights issues for use in writing research papers and various articles relating to human rights.
9. Expanding the scope of legal aid to citizens through the creation of the public reception of the Moscow Helsinki Group.

The work of public reception
For two years the public reception of MHG has received 6441 complaints of citizens (for the year 2009 - 3731, for the year 2008 - 2710), including:
1181 requests by mail;
379 requests by e-mail;
2035 oral applications in personal reception;
2782 phone calls;
64 consultations for the citizens at their homes; in places of legal actions in the interests of citizens with limited possibility of movement (in mental hospitals, in places of detention and execution of punishment, in the courts, in government agencies).
971 written responses to the complaints of citizens have been produced and sent by mail; 426 consultations were given by e-mail; 4882 consultations were provided orally. 2036 various documents in favor of citizens were prepared for the reporting period (petitions, complaints, appeals, writs, appealing and oversight complaints, documents for the European Court: provisional and full complaints, documents of communication of the processed complaints).
460 different documents have been produced and sent on behalf of MHG leaders to state agencies (inquiries, applications, claims, complaints and petitions). Addressees were the following: The General Prosecutor of Russia; the presidential representative in the Central Federal District; the prosecutor of Moscow; the prosecutors of Vladimir, Tyumen and Chelyabinsk regions; the Russian Federal Ministry of Justice; the mayor of Moscow; the Russian Federal Migration Service; the head of the Federal Migration Service in the Republic of Adygea; the Moscow City Court; the State Inspectorate of Labour in Moscow; Meshansk inter-district prosecutor's office; the Department of Internal Affairs of Meshchansky district; Simonovsky inter-district prosecutor's office; the governor of the Voronezh region; the head of city district of Voronezh; the consular department of the German embassy; ​​the president of Kazakhstan; the Commissioner for Human Rights in Russia; Commissioners for Human Rights in Irkutsk region, in the Chechen Republic and in Moscow; the Public Chamber of Russia; the Public Council at the Federal Penitentiary Service of the Russian Federation; the Presidential Council for the Promotion of Civil Society Institutions and Human Rights; the POCs of Kirov, Ryazan, Chelyabinsk, Krasnoyarsk regions and the Republic of Khakassia; etc.
48 lawsuits were initiated, out of which 30 received the following legal support without participation in lawsuits, and 12 - with the participation of representatives in lawsuits (8 of them were won, 1 was completed by the amicable agreement; 2 requirements have been met in part, 1 was lost).
The lawyers of the reception (often together with the students-volunteers of the reception) have participated as observers in 16 trials.
On October 15, 2009, the European Court of Human Rights has ruled in the first 69 complaints of the pensioners from the Moscow region. Among these complaints, satisfied by the ECHR, there were five complaints, prepared and presented in Strasbourg by the lawyer from MHG: “Zezegov v. Russian Federation” - application № 35234/08; “Trifonov v. Russian Federation” - application № 38152/08; “Bykov v. Russia Federation” - application № 35255/08; “Sidorov v. Russian Federation” - application № 35257/08;  “Kemenova v. Russian Federation” - application № 35249/08. Many of the other complaints, on which ECHR delivered positive decisions, were prepared on the basis of the standard complaint form developed by the lawyers of the public reception of MHG, published on the MHG website and distributed among the claimants-pensioners. As the result of this work several hundred pensioners from the Moscow region were able to make complaints to the ECHR, which have a real prospect of similar positive results in the international court.
It should be noted that the reception has also actively performed the function of a dispatcher, directing citizens to the bodies and agencies responsible for the stated problems or in the specialized non-governmental organizations engaged in the work on the issues that were raised in the application.
With some organizations (the committee "For civil rights", human rights movement "Resistance", Association "AGORA", the Committee against Torture) there was established a regular contact, allowing to provide legal assistance to citizens in a fairly short period of time.
A striking example of the effectiveness of dispatcher function was the case of Tagir Kerimov – a Dagestan boy beaten by a group of nazis in St. Petersburg. In that case a lawyer of the reception went to St. Petersburg and after a talk with parents, friends, classmates of the victim and witnesses to the incident MHG turned to the association "Agora", which attracted a lawyer to defend Tagir.
 Educating the law students, working in public reception.
For two years the public reception was attended by 50 students and 15 volunteers. The tactics of work with the students was practical – the students were involved mainly in the work with written applications and to the creation of procedural documents. Thus, the students taking part in the preparation of written consultations used their theoretical knowledge in practice. In the course of this work they could fill the gaps in their professional education most effectively.
Seminars on various topics were held with the students and volunteers: the issues related to the international standards of human rights, in particular, the practical aspects of procedures of application to the ECHR and the development of skills of writing complaints to the ECHR; the issues relating to criminal procedure and criminal executive law; the legal framework for NGOs work and their role in the state.
There were also organized trainings for the students on creation of various documents, the reception of citizens, the basics of interviewing and counseling, the skills of a social lawyer.
The students had an opportunity to attend court hearings in cases where lawyers of the reception acted as observers. Attending the court hearings allowed to discuss with the students the issues of violations of procedural rights not only theoretically, but practically. After the trials a mini-workshop was organized, where the ways to respond to possible violations of procedure by the court were discussed.
In just two years 54 different activities (awareness-raising, educational, informational) were organized for the students and volunteers of the reception.
10.  Development of MHG activities, including improving the efficiency of PR-activities by using modern technologies and professional skills of media-work.
Assessing the MHG own activities, it should be noted that during the period of the project the activity of the Moscow Helsinki Group in organizing various public events (press-conferences, round-tables, conferences, seminars, briefings and discussions, etc.) has increased abruptly, more than 12 times. In the year 2003 there were 17, and in the year 2009 - 214 (and in total during the time of the project - 741).
The number of publications in the media, reflecting the activities of the Moscow Helsinki Group, has doubled from 349 to 774 (2953 in total).
The number of visitors of the MHG web-site has grown from 2,600 to 63,607, i.e. more than 20 times (a total of 192,972 visitors). The citation index of MHG web-site in the Internet has grown from 500 to 2,000.
The table attached to the report shows the quantitative indicators of the MHG activity achieved during the project.
Below we will briefly describe some activities realized under this direction.
10.1.Public events.
During the reporting period MHG continued its informational and awareness-raising activities aimed at promoting information and knowledge in the field of human rights and their protection. The forms used were educational-practical workshops, round-tables, scientific conferences, discussion clubs, publishing educational and awareness-raising literature, press-conferences, etc.
The own activities of MHG: in total 741 different public events were organized during the time of the project.
Here are some examples from the last year of the project:

June 6-7, 2009 - the third seminar of the Moscow Helsinki Group on the project "Capacity building of the Institute of the Commissioner and the Commission for Human Rights in Russia: increasing participation in international mechanisms protecting human rights" was held in Moscow in hotel "Tourist". 

July 1 - Moscow Helsinki Group has announced the competition with 10 nominations for awards in the field of protection of human rights in the year 2009. The candidates were nominated by October 15th, 2009. The results were announced by the International Day of Human Rights (December 10th, 2009). The description of procedure of awarding annual prizes of the Moscow Helsinki Group in the field of protection of human rights can be found at the MHG web-site: www.mhg.ru/news/D31D2F6.

September 18-19, 2009 - the first all-Russian conference "Formation of the system of social control in Russia" organized by the Moscow Helsinki Group in association with the "Social Partnership" was held in Moscow at the conference hall of hotel "Tourist".

July 10, 2009 - round-table on the topic "The right to information in the Russian justice: the practice and the problems" was held in Lipetsk. The event was initiated by the Moscow Helsinki Group and was supported by the Commissioner for Human Rights in Lipetsk region and the Regional Court. The round-table was attended by the executive director of the Moscow Helsinki Group Nina Tagankina and the chair of Independent Expert Legal Council, a member of the MHG, Mara Polyakova.
http://www.mhg.ru/news/D42C9F7.

August 25, 2009 - round-table "Problems of an effective investigation of tortures: the tactics of investigation, the ways of establishing and fixing documents, the application of international norms, the analysis of judicial practice" was held in Perm. The event was organized by the Commissioner for Human Rights in the Perm Region and the Moscow Helsinki Group. The seminar was attended by representatives of various human rights organizations and law-enforcement agencies, including the Moscow Helsinki Group, the Interregional Committee Against Torture, the Research Institute of the Academy of General Prosecutor's Office, the Perm regional court, the prosecutor of the Perm region, the Investigative Division of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation in Perm region, Perm regional police department, the Department of penitentiary system of Russia in Perm region.

May 27 - press-conference "Human rights defenders continue to be imprisoned: the arrest of Alexei Sokolov, a member of the Public Oversight Commission of the Sverdlovsk region, appointed by the Public Chamber of Russia" was held at the Independent Press Center. The press-conference was attended by: L. Alexeeva, Chair of the Moscow Helsinki Group, L.A. Ponomarev, the executive director of the All-Russian movement "For Human Rights", etc.

June 25 - press-conference "On the situation in Ingushetia" in the agency "Interfax" which was attended by the Adviser to the President of Ingushetia Musa Pliev and the chair of the Moscow Helsinki Group, Ludmilla Alexeeva, who had just returned from a trip to Ingushetia. http://www.mhg.ru/news/D2C3F88

August 27 - press-conference "Human rights defenders in defense of Article 31 of the Constitution" was held in the Independent Press Center (about the action in support of freedom of meetings and assembly, guaranteed by Art. 31 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation, which was held on the 31st day of every 2nd month on the Triumph Square in Moscow). http://www.mhg.ru/news/D7F4D8E

Here are some examples of public appeals and statements:
· Open letter of Russian human rights defenders to the president Dmitry Medvedev with a request to take control over and assist in the detection and investigation of crimes committed against L.A. Ponomarev and other public figures and journalists who had recently become victims (in April) http://www .mhg.ru/news/CC2E9CF;
· On the persecution of human rights defenders. Appeal to the Prosecutor General of Russia in defense of Alexei Sokolov http://www.mhg.ru/news/D0F70D8;
· The need to eliminate the Department/Center "E" of the Russian Ministry of Interior as a body of an unconstitutional political investigation. Memorandum of the Moscow Helsinki Group and the public movement “For human rights” http://www.mhg.ru/news/D1F405D;
· In favor of the reform of the police! Appeal to the President of the Russian Federation http://www.mhg.ru/news/D1F5201;
·  The process of Khodorkovsky-Lebedev should be stopped immediately! Declaration of human rights defenders http://www.mhg.ru/news/D34501C;
· Natalia Estemirova murdered. Statement of the Moscow Helsinki Group http://www.mhg.ru/news/D469549; 
· Appeal of human rights defenders to the President of Russia Dmitry Medvedev with a request for assistance in investigating the murder of N. Estemirova http://www.mhg.ru/news/D4FF939;
· About the persecution of human rights organizations in Kazan. Statement. http://www.mhg.ru/news/D517953;
· Open letter of the human rights defenders to the president Dmitry Medvedev (because of a direct threat to human rights defenders and human rights organizations in Russia) http://www.mhg.ru/news/D5FA5AC;
· Stop the terror. Statement by the Moscow Helsinki Group (about the murder of the kidnapped activists Zarema Sadulayeva from NGO "Save the Generation" and her husband Alik Dzhabrailov in Grozny) http://www.mhg.ru/news/D690A33;
· On the realization of the right to freedom of assembly. Statement of human rights defenders and public figures http://www.mhg.ru/news/D7E1E49; etc.
10.2. Interaction with the authorities.
In addition to conducting joint activities of MHG with the authorities (some examples are listed above in this section of the report), one of the most active forms of interaction with the authorities was the involvement of the Chairperson of MHG L. Alexeeva and other members of the Moscow Helsinki Group in various public boards created by the ministries and departments and also including the Russian President.
Thus during the reporting period L. Alexeeva continued to actively participate in the following public councils under the state institutions, of which she is a member: the Presidential Council for the Promotion of Civil Society Institutions and Human Rights, the Public Council under the Minister of Justice, the Public Council under the Federal service of the Russian Federation for control over drug trafficking, the Public Advisory Board under the Federal Antimonopoly Service of the Russian Federation, the Public Council of representatives of the media and public associations under the Moscow Department of Internal Affairs, the Public Council under the public prosecutor of Moscow, the Expert Council under the Commissioner for Human Rights in the Russian Federation.

Thus, for example, on April 15, 2009 at the first meeting of the President Dmitry Medvedev with the members of the renewed presidential Council for the Promotion of Civil Society Institutions and Human Rights, Ludmilla Alexeeva spoke about the situation with the realization of the right of citizens to peaceful public actions - pickets, meetings, marches. L. Alexeeva was trying to convince Dmitry Medvedev that during the crisis the authorities should be interested that people have the opportunity to make their concerns and requirements public through peaceful public speeches. The President spoke in favor of peaceful meetings, noting that the authorities do not prohibit such activities. Moreover, Medvedev has supported the idea to create in Moscow a place similar to London's Hyde Park.
10.3. Interaction with the media.

At the request of journalists the Chairperson of MHG L.M. Alexeeva, the MHG members, the executive director of MHG N.A. Tagankina comment in the media on public events in Russia and the world, answer questions, talk about the actions of human rights defenders, participate in radio and television programs, etc.

In general, during the 2 years there were nearly 100 interviews and cases of direct participation of the members and the staff of the Moscow Helsinki Group in a variety of video and radio programs.

Here are some examples that took place in the last reporting period:

Ludmilla Alexeeva about the modern Federal Security Service (Grani.Ru, 04.02.2009);

Nina Tagankina about the work of the Public Reception of Moscow Helsinki Group (IA REGIONS.RU, 8.04.2009);

Ludmilla Alexeeva about the Novorossiysk Committee for Human Rights (Radio Liberty, 07.05.2009);

Ludmilla Alexeeva: Human rights movement has things to be proud of (the 40th anniversary of the Initiative Group on Protection of Human Rights in the USSR) - Polit.Ru, 22.05.2009;

Nina Tagankina about discrimination and homophobia (Free Press, 03.06.2009);

Ludmilla Alexeeva: NGO law should be cancelled immediately, and the proposed amendments are too minor (Polit.Ru, 19.06.2009);

Ludmilla Alexeeva: Arrest of Khodorkovsky supporters is a violation of human rights (Grani.Ru, 27.06.2009);

Nina Tagankina about searches in Kazan NGOs (Kommersant, 21.07.2009);

Ludmilla Alexeeva about the situation in Ingushetia (Deutsche Welle, Interfax, Radio Liberty and other publications, July 2009);

Nina Tagankina commented changes to the Criminal Code of Russia, providing for increased penalties for pedophilia (Free Press, 29.07.2009);

Ludmilla Alexeeva: Trial by jury is the only hope for improvement of our judicial system (ASI, 21.08.2009);

Nina Tagankina on the initiative of the Council of Europe to conduct trainings for the future Russian journalists to combat discrimination (The Newspaper, 17.09.2009);

Ludmilla Alexeeva: The law on extremism is an aid to authorities in the fight against ideological opponents (Polit.Ru, 21.09.2009); etc.
It should also be noted that Ludmilla Alexeeva supports the constant human rights section at the radio station "Radio Liberty".
The fact that MHG has carried out informational activities actively and systematically is also confirmed by numerous publications in the media.
So, for the period from October 2002 to January 2010 nearly 3,000 publications were tracked in the media concerning the activities of the Moscow Helsinki Group.
10.4. The activity of MHG web-site. 
The web-site of the Moscow Helsinki Group www.mhg.ru continues to operate.
The MHG web-site consists of 21 sections (in the year 2003 there used to be 12 sections). Section “News” informs about all the events of MHG (seminars, trainings, reports, press-conferences, round-tables, etc.); about the events in which the representatives of the Moscow Helsinki Group have participated; describes the social activities of Ludmilla Alexeeva as Chair of the Moscow Helsinki Group; the appeals and statements of the Moscow Helsinki Group are posted there, as well as the appeals and statements of human rights defenders, which the Moscow Helsinki Group supported, and (if necessary) the signatures are collected there. During the last 2 years 574 messages were posted in this section.
The web-site section "History" tells about the history of the Moscow Helsinki Group, contains the biographies of members of the Group (1976-1982), MHG documents (1976-1982), memories of MHG members about the early period of the Group.
In the section "About Us" there are available: the description of the mission of the Moscow Helsinki Group, its charter, the current composition of the Moscow Helsinki Group, the biographies of its members, the management structure and staff of the Moscow Helsinki Group, and also the MHG contact information.

The section of the site "Press-centre" contains press-releases. In the section "Publications" there are posted the electronic versions of editions issued by MHG: books, anthologies, monographs, reports and the newsletter "Chronicle of MHG". In the section "MHG in the media" visitors can acquire the information about the major newspapers and magazines and internet publications describing the work of the Moscow Helsinki Group, the comments of Ludmilla Alexeeva and the executive director of MHG Nina Tagankina, the other members and staff of MHG on various socially relevant issues and events. The section "Projects" provides information on current MHG projects (description, donors and periods of implementation).
The special thematic pages on the web-site devoted to specific MHG projects continue to be filled with materials (for example, "The fight against tortures through legal support, education and protection", "Strengthening the capacity of the institution of Commissioner for Human Rights and Commissions for Human Rights in Russia: increasing the participation in international mechanisms protecting human rights", "The Citizen and the Army", "Consolidation of efforts of the civil society activists to protect the fundamental freedoms and human rights defenders in Russia"), which contain detailed information on the projects and project news. As new projects implemented by the Moscow Helsinki Group are started, a separate page describing the project implementation and results is created, and respectively, after completion of the project its page is moved to the section "Projects Archive". In the section "Projects" the annual reports on the activities of the Moscow Helsinki Group can be found.
The section "Partners" provides information on regional and international partner organizations cooperating with the Moscow Helsinki Group.
The section of the site "Donors" informs about the sponsors who provide financial support to MHG.
There is also an “English Language Page” on the web-site, in which the English-speaking visitors can get acquainted with the activities and the major news of the Moscow Helsinki Group.
The web-site "Search" organized by sections of the site is very user-friendly. It should be noted that the articles of the sections "News" and "Moscow Helsinki Group in the media" are archived, and it enables to store the information in a strict time frame, so that it is easy to find when necessary.
In 2008 a new major section of the site "Regions" was created, which contains separate pages of regional NGOs, the partners of the Moscow Helsinki Group. At the end of the reporting period there were 35 pages of regional organizations. During April-September 2009 there were placed 462 messages from Russian regions in the main news section "Events" of the individual pages of regional MHG partners.
The exchange of banners with friendly organizations also continues. At the end of the reporting period there were 64 banners placed at the MHG web-site.
The site provides information support to socially significant mass actions and events initiated and organized by human rights organizations, democratic parties and their coalitions (support in the form of temporary banners, announcements, news articles, press-releases). The MHG web-site materials are actively used by journalists, the evidence of which are their phone calls to the office of the Moscow Helsinki Group with requests to clarify or give details about the certain information, as well as visits of the representatives of the media to the activities of the Moscow Helsinki Group advertised on the site (press-conferences, actions, etc.)
The representatives of public organizations, governmental agencies and citizens contact the MHG office after finding on the web-site the information they are interested in.
During the entire period of the project the number of web-site visitors (according to Rambler's Top100) reached more than 190,000 (from 2,600 in the year 2003 to 63,607 in the year 2009).
The citation index of the web-site (on Yandex) ranged from 500 in the year 2004 to 2,000 in the year 2008.
10.5. MHG publishing activities.
Throughout the entire project MHG continued its publishing activities. In total there were published 58 thematic brochures and 72 newsletters of "The Chronicle of MHG". In addition to the printed version, all the publications are available on the MHG web-site, where one can download them.
Below as an example there are given the names of 8 editions published by MHG in 2009:
1. Human Rights in the Russian Federation: the report on the events of the year 2008 (http://www.mhg.ru/publications/D4D5F55).
2. For the defender of the freedom of assembly: a collection of documents (http://www.mhg.ru/projects/DBD3C26).
3. The legal basis for the freedom of assembly (manual for civic activists) (http://www.mhg.ru/projects/DBD3D6C).
4. The international protection of the freedom of assembly (manual for civic activists) (http://www.mhg.ru/projects/DBD3E2C).
5. The public control in the legislation (manual for the members of the public monitoring commissions) (http://www.mhg.ru/projects/DBD39EE).
6. Compliance with the principles of medical ethics in the penitentiary system of the Russian Federation (http://www.mhg.ru/publications/E208239).
7. Correspondence of the Russian legislation and practice to the European penitentiary rules (http:// www.mhg.ru/publications/E47E0CA).
8. Selected decisions of the European Court of Human Rights: Article 11 of the European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms: Part 1. Freedom of assembly (http://www.mhg. Ru/publications/E8F282C).
Almost all the publications were presented for the media at press-conferences.
The brochures and books were sent to regional NGOs, distributed at public events organized by the Moscow Helsinki Group itself and in partnership with other NGOs. In addition, all the publications on the results of monitoring studies in the field of human rights were sent to the authorities of the Russian Federation and Russian regions.
MHG editions are regularly sent to the Library of the human rights literature (Library “Pravlit”, coordinated by L. Levinson).
The demand for the MHG publications demonstrates the importance and effectiveness of this direction of work. The representatives of human rights and other civic organizations (also including regional ones), students, journalists, members of staff of regional ombudsmen and commissions for Human Rights, the researchers of civil society – this is not a complete list of readers of the MHG editions. It should be noted that the materials from MHG publications are widely used in the reports of human rights defenders, in researches of students and PHDs (both Russian and foreign), in analytical articles in the media, for organizing Human Rights educational seminars and Human Rights expert round-tables.

In conclusion, we would like to note that among the evidences of recognition of the activity of MHG in human rights sphere are the awards received by the Chairman of MHG L. Alexeeva.


Thus, in 2004 she was awarded the State Prize of the United States for the contribution to development of democracy.


In late September 2007, L. Alexeeva was awarded the highest award of France – the Order of the Legion of Honour for her contribution to the protection of human rights.


On April 11, 2008 she was awarded the highest award of the Republic of Lithuania - the Knight's Cross of the Order of the Lithuanian Grand Duke Gyadiminas.


On May 4, 2008 V. Putin announced gratitude to the members of the Presidential Council of Support in Development of Civil Society Institutions and Human Rights. The gratitude for the contribution to the development of civil society and respect for human rights and freedoms was announced among others to the members of MHG: L. Alexeeva, V. Abramkin, M. Polyakova, A. Simonov.

In 2009 L. Alexeeva was awarded the Sakharov Prize "For achievements in the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms". In the same year she was awarded the Commander's Cross of the Order "For Merits to the Federal Republic of Germany". The decision to award such a high award was taken by President Horst Koehler. Thus he noted the long struggle of L. Alekseeva for democratic values and human rights.

Some key conclusions resulting from the project implementation: 


1. This project made it possible to continue the close cooperation between MHG and regional Human Rights organizations and to strengthen the inter-regional networking. In all the common activities the representatives of regional NGOs stressed the importance and great significance of this direction, and expressed their views on the need to maintain and further develop this work in order to promote the values of Human Rights and freedoms in Russia.

2. As part of educational and awareness-raising activities on this project more than 200 young Human Rights defenders, journalists, civil society activists from more than 40 regions had the opportunity to get acquainted with the theory of Human Rights and master the practical skills of protection of violated rights and freedoms and advocacy actions. The large number of those willing to study in the Human Rights School is the evidence of the high demand for this work and the need to continue and develop it in the future.

3. The development of the institute of public control over observance of Human Rights in places of detention in Russia is the result of the active work of the network of public control.

Attachments:
1. Activity level indicators of regional NGOs – 3 pages
2. MHG activity indicators – 2 pages
Executive Director of the Moscow Helsinki Group
N.A. Tagankina 
� From October 1, 2007 to September 30, 2009 the project title was "Support for Sustaining and Developing the All-Russia Human Rights Network". 


� From the speech of M. Kannabih, a member of the Public Chamber at the Second Forum of POC chairs on monitoring human rights in places of detention 18.02.2011.








