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Tsunami and Storm Monitoring 
 After the March 11 magnitude 9.0 earthquake in Japan generated a widespread tsunami, USAID/OFDA monitored a 

tsunami warning issued by the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center for multiple countries in Asia, including FSM and 
RMI.  In preparation for the possible tsunami, both U.S. embassies stood up internal emergency operations 
mechanisms; however, the two-foot wave surge that was reported in both FSM and RMI arrived at low tide and 
posed no threat.   

 USAID/OFDA also monitored a tropical storm that passed over Yap State, FSM, in mid-May with wind speeds of 
more than 40 miles per hour.  From May 20 to 22, USAID/OFDA hosted four conference calls convening key 
stakeholders—including U.S. Ambassador Peter A. Prahar and representatives from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and IOM—to share up-to-date information on the effects of strong winds and potential 
flooding.  Local officials reported that the storm did not cause significant damage, and FSM did not request 
international assistance in response to the storm. 

 
Disaster Preparedness  
 USAID/OFDA supports disaster preparedness in FSM and RMI through capacity building activities for local and 

national government officials by way of The Asia Foundation’s (TAF) Pacific Islands Disaster Risk Management 
Program 2.  In FY 2011, USAID/OFDA awarded $750,000 to TAF’s three-year program for national and regional 
disaster management trainings in FSM and RMI, as well as 12 other South Pacific nations.  The program also 
includes initiatives to develop and adapt training materials relevant to the region for use by national governments. 

 
 
PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 
 The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations 

that are conducting relief operations.  Information on organizations responding to the humanitarian situation in FSM 
and RMI may be available at www.reliefweb.int.   

 USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in 
the affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, warehouse space, 
etc); can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken 
region; and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

 More information can be found at: 
o USAID:  www.usaid.gov – Keyword:  Donations 
o The Center for International Disaster Information:  www.cidi.org or (703) 276-1914 
o Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID web site at http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance/ 


