
1 
 

 

 
 

PRESS CLIPPING (Јun-Sep 10) 
AgBiz Program 

PRINT Media 
Medium: Moja Zemja Journalist:  
 
Title: 

 
 



2 
 

 
Translation:  
 
Successfully implemented USAID’s program for Macedonian agribusinesses 
 
 
28 million dollars total export, 7.6 million private sector investments and additional income for more than 
10 thousand households is the result of the business development projects implemented over this past 18 
months with the support of the AgBiz program on the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID). 
Since 2007 we’ve helped 180 agribusinesses to increase its capacity and become more competitive in 
regional and global markets. 
 
‐ Technical help, access to financial resources, improved relations between producers, processors and 

retailers, workshops, conferences, trade fairs and study visits were only a part of the implemented 
activities, said the U.S. Ambassador to Macedonia, Mr. Philip T. Reeker on the presentation of the 
projects results. 

According to Mr. Reeker, Macedonia's agricultural sector, which generates almost 16 percent of GDP in 
the country and employs 25 percent of the population, still has enough space for development and 
entering new markets.  
‐ Agribusinesses and farmers are the main leaders of the Macedonian agriculture. Agricultural 

improving is one of our most important reform projects because this sector is an important source of 
national income and one of the most strategic with highly developed potential, said the Minister for 
Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy, Mr. Ljupcho Dimovski.  

He noted that the challenge from markets globalization is nowhere greater than in the food sector and 
therefore the strengthening of competitiveness, like he said, depends of all stakeholders in the chain, 
from primary production to the market. 
The possession of value-added products means not only benefit for the producer, but also profit for the 
traders, also recognition and greater competitiveness, noted Mr. Dimovski. 
Since March 2007, AgBiz program worked with more than 180 agricultural firms in four sectors, fresh fruit 
and vegetables, wine, processed vegetables and wild gathered forest species. The projects goal was to 
increase the competitiveness of the companies through adding value of the existing products, developing 
and expanding export markets, increasing capacity and application of the systems for food safety. 
 
Website: www.ffrm.com.mk Date: june 2010 
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Translation: 
 
Seven Macedonian companies attended on “Fruit Logistika” 
 
Turan, Altra, Vivi Prom, Agro Hemija, Badzo, Avto Ria and Antares are the Macedonian companies which exposed 
their products on the national stand on “Fruit Logistika”. In partnership with the Swiss program Osec/SIPPO, for 
improving the import and USAID’s AgBiz program in Macedonia, Macedonian companies were allowed to establish 
new contacts and to strengthen existing business contacts and to improve the opportunities for increasing exports of 
Macedonian foodstuffs. 
The three-day event had provided the exhibitors an excellent basis for establishing business deals, opportunities for 
establishing direct contacts for making business around the world and a unique possibility to gain a complete 
overview of the latest trends in the business connected with fresh agricultural products. The range of the products 
exhibited at “Fruit Logistika” included fresh fruit and vegetables, dried fruits, nuts, spices, organic products, flowers 
and plants. Besides the possibility for exhibition, the AgBiz clients were able to participate in several business forums 
organized during the fair, and related to the marketing of fresh fruits and vegetables. As a result of the successful 
presentation, 420 new contacts were established with potential buyers, producers, exporters and wholesalers, and 
later were signed contracts for export of Macedonian fresh agricultural products worth 4.4 million Euros, with a total 
of 98 buyers from all over Europe. 
The experiences acquired during the fair are not less important like the latest "know-how" technologies and practices 
for packaging, sorting a fresh fruit and vegetables by harvest, which if are implemented, would significantly improve 
the performance of agribusinesses. 
This is a second year for Macedonian fresh fruit and vegetable producers to expose their products on “Fruit 
Logistika”. The successful participation of the seven Macedonian companies last year, resulted with more than 
529.000 Euros in direct sale, and was a great opportunity for establishing new relations between the clients. 
This year the AgBiz clients achieved even greater success than the last year. Exceptional view of the stand, his good 
position, and high quality products that were exposed, were the key factors for the excellent representation of the 
Macedonian products and for the results achieved later.
 
Web: 
 
 

 
Date: June 2010 
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Translation:  
 
 
Hungary, the New Study Tour for Apple Value Chain Participants 
 
 
The overall objective of this study tour is to expose apple growing, consolidating and exporting 
businesses from the Prespa region to the practices, techniques and technologies that their Hungarian 
counterparts are utilizing in their apple growing and trading businesses. Six members of UAP (United 
Agro Producers) had a chance, during January 25th - 29th, 2010 to see how Hungarian Companies handle 
apples after harvest (Post Harvest Handling). They visited post harvesting facility for apples, variety 
present in Hungary, Apple Institute and Wholesale Market and had meetings with relevant 
representatives. Also they shared with Hungarian growers their harvesting experience, and what is very 
important for Macedonian companies is that they learned about experiences of the Hungarian Companies 
with the European Funds. 
 
Participants have understood that a National Product Council for Fruit and Vegetable Producers, 
Distributors and Processors can help to protect the interest of the each member of the production chain. 
Based on the situation and current problems of the producers, the Council for instance makes 
suggestions how to find potential market for apple and support programs that can be organized by the 
council as well – like “one apple a day for each pupil” project in Hungary. This type of organization is 
unknown in Macedonia, so that further studies, practice and information should be collected to establish 
one. However, participants have seen the positive impact of the Council and probably they will make 
some efforts to create their own lobby organization. 
Transfer of this experience on Macedonian apple producers is the reason why participants are better off 
because of their participation on this study tour. 
AgBiz staff will follow-up number of new customers and sold quantities to traders from the Hungarian 
Study Tour, if there are any.  Also, AgBiz staff wills follow-up possible shifts in production, post harvest 
technologies or marketing of the study tour participants. 
 
 
Web:www.ffrm.com.mk 

 
Date: July 2010  
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Translation:  
 
 
Interview with Gjorgji Petrushev, the General Manager of the Winery “Tikvesh”, from Kavadarci  
The wineries are not the bad boys 
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The wine growers and the winemakers are not enemies, just two factors that are opposite in the 
market, but they have mutual interest. It should be away from the deep conviction that the 
winemakers are bad guys with a lot of money living on the pain of the grape producers. 
The last year the grape still hasn’t been disbursed. The tensions are rising in Tikvesh, the largest wine 
region in Macedonia. The wine growers are even threatening with more radical measures. They are 
accusing that the grape buyers go on very little in public with information about the conditions in the wine 
sector. That’s why for the problems that are facing the wineries let’s discuss with the general manager of 
the Winery Tikvesh, the largest grape processor in Macedonia. 
• How much wine reserves have Tikvesh and how many of them are from last year wine? Is the 

crisis affecting the demand for wine in the world? 

‐ We have wine reserve of over 25 million liters, in circumstances where the annual sale is about 15 
million liters. This means that we and our colleagues, from the other wineries, are facing with large 
market surpluses, caused by the reduced demand on the markets in which we exhibit and major 
difficulties in opening new markets in conditions of crisis. 

• Despite the demand for working of the wineries, does the policy of the banks has influence? 
Wine growers are constantly wondering why the processors didn’t raise loans to pay for the 
grapes. 

‐ I wouldn’t take the liberty to comment the business banks policy, because they are Private Corporation 
with responsibility to their shareholders and depositors. On the contrary and the wineries have upper 
limit to the possibilities for borrowing, or even if there are banks willing to credited you, borrowing 
cannot go on indefinitely. As I discussed with my colleagues, most of the wineries still pay loans taken 
for purchase of the last year grapes and the wine still is unsold or unpaid. So that’s why we cannot 
discuss about new credits. In the same time, the State Credit Funds are remaining unavailable for the 
big wineries, so that’s why this source is not considerable for us. 

• When will be paid in full the last year’s harvest? How much you owe to the wine growers?  

‐ So far we have disbursed 40 percent from last year's harvest. Despite the total disruption of the 
financial conditions on the key world markets, but also in the country, payment runs continuously, 
without separate divisions for payments. We make all possible efforts the payment of the wine grapes 
to be completed before the next harvest. 

• How much amount do you plan to buy this year? 

‐ According to trends in sales and large reserves, inevitably is reducing the amount planned in the last 
year. We still haven’t defined the correct plans, because of the present uncertainties related to the 
purchase. The law of agriculture and rural development more explicitly require providing the money in 
the moment of purchase and precisely prescribe the conditions for payment. So that the purchase will 
not only depend on our needs and plans, but also the opportunity to provide the necessary money. 
And all in terms of increased competition, difficult sale and even more difficult requirements charging. 
For the possibility of providing banking credits we already discussed. 

• Will you continue working with the wine growers with who traditionally worked in the past few 
seasons? Will you offer them to re-sign contracts with you and is it known the way of these 
arrangements? 

‐ Even several years ago we introduced the practice of signing contracts with the wine growers for the 
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purchase of wine grapes, and that will continue in future. By law, the form and the contents of the 
agreement should provide the Minister of Agriculture. Once we officially receive this text, we will 
access to contracting, primarily with those wine growers that we have established cooperation in the 
monitoring of vineyards and production of high quality grapes. 

• What are the cooperative relations with the grapes producers? 

‐ In the last three years we developed a form of closer cooperation with a number of manufacturers that 
found a long-term interest in cooperation. They apply the practices of growing vines and producing 
wine grapes under the advice and monitoring of professional teams from the winery. This wine grape 
is intended for wine production with higher quality and accordingly receives an appropriate bonus price 
and compensation for certain expenses. 

• Are you satisfied with the wine law? 

‐ Many of the notes of the winemakers, with the help of the USAID’s AgBiz program were properly 
presented and for our pleasure accepted by the Ministry of Agriculture. The current version is a solid 
basis for further development. In my opinion what could open a big problem with purchasing are the 
rigid provisions of Articles 31 and 32 of the law on agriculture and rural development. Personally I think 
that instead of protecting the small producer’s interests, it will lead the wineries to refrain from buying, 
because of the possibility to come into conflict with the law due for unsecured money at the time of 
purchase. I am not an expert on constitutional law, but I think that these provisions affect the 
constitutional provisions for freedom of the market and entrepreneurship. However, this will be the first 
year of the applying of this law, so we'll see. Only hope that my pessimism will not be justified. 

• How can growers and winemakers find a common ground? 

‐ First understand and accept that the both sides are not enemies, only two factors who are opposite on 
the market, but have common interest. Certainly it should have little willingness to concession the 
deep conviction that the wineries are bad guys with a lot of money living on the pain of the grape 
producers. It is important to know that the building brand and value sales, rather than stock exchange 
merchandise, it requires a lot of time and a lot of investments in promotion, in marketing, market 
developing, in infinitely many promotions and tastings. Of course and the policy makers need to 
objectively consider the importance of this activity, but also and the significance of the major subjects 
in the activity, which can be the carriers of the development. 

We have wine reserve of over 25 million liters, in circumstances when the annual sale is about 15 
million liters. This means that we are facing with large market surpluses. Inevitably is the 
reducing of the purchase compared to last year. 
 
Vineyard regions in Kraishte 
• Is it true that the wine cellar bought the vineyards in Kraishte?  

The Winery hasn’t invested in vineyard, so that I couldn’t tell you precise information. These are 
companies that are fully connected to the winery, with whom we have business relations like with any 
other grape producer. Personally I don’t see in general, why the investing in vineyards would be subject 
of speculation, but on the contrary I think that the public should be satisfied that there are investors who 
are investing their capital in the development of the grape production. 
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Web: www.dnevnik.com.mk 

 
Date: 5th of July 2010  
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Translation:  
 
 
Post Harvest Training Activities at the University “Davis”, California AgBiz  
The product requires high quality  
 
 
Post harvesting activities are the tools for adding value to increase exports of fresh vegetables and fruit. 
This is an important measure of which is paid much attention in modern agricultural states and we need 
to work in this field also. This is the position of the Professor Krum Boshkov from the Faculty of 
Agricultural Sciences and Food, who along with Lovre Ristevski, the AgBiz manager for fresh fruits and 
vegetables, participated in the course of technology for harvesting, which was held in June at the “Davis” 
University, in California. The study tour was provided by USAID through the AgBiz program. 
Course held at the “Davis” University, one of the best research and education centers in the United 
States, was intended for researchers, quality controllers in the production industry, businessmen and 
government or academic professionals interested in the current modern technology for post harvesting of 
horticultural crops. About 90 participants from 70 countries attended the course, which lasted two weeks. 
“It was excellent opportunity to share experiences regarding fresh fruit and vegetables markets, levels of 
development, and the fresh fruit and vegetables specifics of each country”, noted Lovre Ristevski. 
“This valuable knowledge that we received it, will be transferred to Macedonian fresh fruit and vegetables 
value chain participants’ as well educational institutions by developing and presenting post harvest 
technology guide books for selected crops (e.g., tomatoes, apples, potatoes and grapes) in a series of 
workshops via various locations in Macedonia”, said Krum Boshkov. He pointed that the fresh fruit and 
vegetables industry in the United States represents a modern agricultural sector with developed systems, 
strategy and work methodology. “The product requires high quality, expressed through the content of 
nutritional elements and sensitive characteristics, color, shape, size, smell and taste, but also the safety 
of the consumer in terms of pollution by microbiological, biological, chemical and physical sources”, said 
Boshkov. 
Namely, California, has sales of 36 billion dollars earned on the markets, and is the leading agricultural 
State in the United States. California produces about 400 agricultural products, mainly fresh fruit with an 
annual income of 11.2 billion dollars, then meat and poultry with an annual income of 10.6 billion dollars, 
vegetables and melons with an annual income of 7.5 billion dollars, cereals with an annual income of 5 
billion dollars and flowers and seedlings with an annual income of 3.2 billion dollars. California is the 
leading country in production of almonds, walnuts, artichokes, dates, figs, fresh and dried grapes, kiwi, 
olives, peaches, plums, pomegranate and rice. 
 
 
Web: 

 
Date: August 2010  
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PRINT Media 
Medium: Moja Zemja  Journalist: Biljana Petrovska-Mitrevska 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Translation:  
 
Macedonia Produces High Class Table Grapes 
 
Macedonian table grape industry is facing with increasing competition from exporters in Mediterranean 
countries such as Spain, Italy and Greece and from New World countries such as Chili. This pressure is 
evident even in the very important, traditional regional markets. To increase competitiveness and at least 
maintain market share in regional markets, and increase penetration in EU markets, Macedonian 
producers and marketers need to improve their production and postharvest technologies. 
 
Agrolozar is one of the leading producers and exporters of table grapes in Macedonian. The company is 
located in the south-eastern part of the country, in the village of Hamzali near Strumica. Agrolozar is in 
the business of producing and selling table and wine grapes, fruits, vegetables and seedlings. Agrolozar 
has 400 hectares of vineyards, of which 340 are planted with wine grapes and 60 hectares are planted 
with table grapes, primarily Victoria variety. The Victoria vineyards were planted between 2004 and 2005, 
and harvesting started 2007. The entire Victoria vineyard was developed using the Italian trellising 
system called “odrina”, which is unique in Macedonia. In the spring of 2010, Agrolozar put a hail 
protection net on about 15 ha. of the table grapes vineyard. The company employs 30 people in various 
capacities in its table grape operations. These workers are engaged during the whole season to organize 
and perform all agro-technical measures necessary for assuring high quality production and a good yield, 
and later are involved in harvesting and packing grapes. 
 
Since Agrolozar follows market trends, which often requires changes in table grape handling, in the past 
few months Agrolozar, with support from USAID’s AgBiz Program, implemented an activity that included 
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a series of measures to improve the production of Victoria variety grapes and add greater value to the 
final product.  AgBiz hired Professor Krum Boshkov from the Viticulture and Enology Department at the 
Faculty of Agricultural Sciences and Food in Skopje, to lead the activity and the process of applying new 
agro-technical measures for improving the quality of table grapes and assess the results. 
 
Professor Boshkov: “Agrolozar has engaged a group of specialized workers responsible for handling the 
grapes clusters and vines during the whole period from flowering to harvest. The new agro-technical 
measures that were implemented on Agrolozar’s table grapes included: shoot thinning, bunch reduction, 
bunch tipping, berry thinning, defoliation, girdling and conducting experiments with gibberellins acid. The 
clusters are constantly being shaped including removal of diseased grapes and those that have irregular 
shape and are therefore unsuitable for packaging. These measures make table grapes more 
standardized, with almost equal size, shape, quality and color. Almost 95% of the grapes are of a 
consistent quality that matches European standards. Choosing and applying these new agro-technical 
measures was a result of the experience and knowledge gained during the technical study tours 
organized by USAID’s AgBiz in Republic of South Africa in 2008 and in California 2009 and 2010. The 
remaining 5% are going to be harvested and packed with the next harvest. There is no similar quality of 
table grapes in the entire Balkan region. Agrolozar’s table grapes are the model on which Macedonian 
vine growers should target. We will only be competitive in the foreign markets if we produce consistently 
high quality table grapes.” 
 
Nikola Mitev, Agrolozar Agronomist: “A number of the recommended measures were implemented on all 
60 ha and some of them, only on 4 rows. In just five months since we started with this activity, we have 
achieved very positive results, which are especially visible now, during the harvest season. The workers 
engaged in harvesting say that their work now is much easier than before. The clusters are much more 
accessible, and they are in a good shape and size. The net that we installed for hail protection offers 
pleasant shade that makes harvesting easier and at the same time provides protection from harmful ultra-
violet rays on the grapes, as well on the workers. By the end of this season we expect to harvest near 
450 tons of high quality table grapes.” 
“This is our fourth harvest of Victoria from our vineyard. We decided to utilize this variety because of its 
quality and early ripening compared to other varieties. The first three years were good, but this year we 
have achieved the highest yield and quality, and with very small losses. Our employees are happy that 
they can work in shade. Harvesting is more efficient than the last year because the clusters are now 
easily accessible and more practical for packaging. We are in the middle of the harvest season, and 
thanks to the recommendations that we applied and the measures that we have implemented as a result 
of AgBiz support, we are now able to produce outstanding quality table grapes. Our success is due to our 
love for the vines, wise investments and the favorable climate.”  
Seventy percent of our table grape production is exported to Russia, Poland, Lithuania and Moldova, and 
the remaining 30% to ex-Yugoslav markets, especially Serbia and Croatia.  
 
Thanks to the investments in pre-harvest, but also utilizing the latest technologies for improving table 
grape handling during and after the harvest, such as proper cooling, storage, packaging and transport, 
Agrolozar has succeeded to position itself as a brand recognized as Macedonian table grapes with extra 
quality, not only on domestic, but also on foreign markets. 
 
 
 
Web:www.ffrm.com.mk 
 

 
Date: September 2010  
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Electronic  Media 
Medium: KTV Journalist :  
 
Title: AgBiz staff member Interviewed by Negotino local TV station  
 

 
 
 
Web: 

 
Date: 2nd of September, 2010  
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PRINT Media 
Medium: Kapital Journalist:  
 
Title:  

 
 
Translation:  
 
 
Processing Industry – Big Chances, Low Utilization 
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The export of processed products in 2009 in the region (Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro and Kosovo) contributed 52.3 % in quantity and 46% in value of total exports of processed 
Macedonian fruits and vegetables. Serbia is the largest importer of Macedonian processed vegetables 
and fruit, with 18% of the total value of exports. Other markets (especially Australia and the U.S.), 
because of the large community of immigrants from Macedonia and other Balkan countries are also 
important export destination. EU markets in amounts include 41.5% (compared with 48% in 2008) and 
46% in value (compared to 52% in 2008) of overall export of processed products from Macedonia. Last 
year the processing industry processed 67 tons of fruit and vegetables. The most processed raw material 
in Macedonian processing capacity is the red pepper, which contributes about 45% of the total input of 
raw materials in the processing industry. 
In the period from 2003 to 2008, the industry shows a continuously increasing production, mostly because 
of the increased demand for Macedonian processed products by foreign buyers and the increased 
domestic market as a result from the strong penetration of the retail chains and changes in the living 
habits of the population (buying processed products, rather than preparing domestic). 
Still, in 2009 the industry has produced significantly less compared to the previous year, mainly as a 
result of the global economic crisis. That negatively affected the domestic processors, with delayed 
payments and reducing the working capital that they use to purchase fresh products for processing, and 
other production inputs. The processing facilities have great development potential of the food industry, 
but they use about 40% of the installed capacity. 
The processing facilities have great potential for development of food industry, but they use about 40% of 
installed capacity. Momchilo Ivanovski, the owner of the Bonum Company, pointed that the lack of 
working capital, poor business relations with the farmers and the lack of seasonal labor are the main 
reasons for low capacity utilization. 
And Sasho Risteski, associate to the USAID’s AgBiz project, believes that the industry for processing 
fruits and vegetables is almost entirely dependent on domestic production and supply of agricultural 
products. The value of processed products in the recent years is experiencing a variable trend, as a result 
of the seasonal character of agricultural production. It is because of the low technological level of the 
industry for processing agricultural products, especially in the absence of adequate facilities for cooling to 
overcome the seasonal effect and the lack of raw materials required for continuous production. 
High duties and complex procedures for imports of fresh agricultural products, intended for processing, 
means that the industry almost completely relies on arrangements with individuals farmers, companies 
and unions that are dealing with primary production and intermediaries - traders who supply the industry, 
said Ristevski, who considers that it’s necessary to improve the content of contracts for the production 
and implementation of the concluded agreements. Also, the prices significantly vary depending on the 
demand for fresh agricultural products in the region and larger or smaller production in the country, which 
is a serious obstacle that prevents the industry to reach its full potential and to engage in major export 
contracts.  
The country has installed capacity to produce 120,000 tons of fruit and vegetables, and the last year 
produced about 46,000 tons. In 2005 the capacity utilization was only 25%, while in 2009 this percentage 
increased to 40%, which indicates a growing trend in this important segment of the processing industry. 
 
 
Web: www.kapital.com.mk 
 

 
Date: 17th of September 2010  
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Electronic Media-regional (BG) 
Medium:  Journalist :  
 
Title:  

Новини - Банкери от Македония черпят опит по управление на европейските 
програми от експерти на ДФ „Земеделие” 

Представители на търговски банки от Македония бяха на работно посещение днес в Държавен 
фонд “Земеделие” – Разплащателна агенция (ДФЗ-РА) за обмяна на опит в прилагане на 
европейските програми за финансиране на проекти в областта на агробизнеса. Срещата се 
организира съвместно от Българската асоциация на консултантите по европейски програми 
(БАКЕП) и фонд “Земеделие”. Тя бе открита от Заместник изпълнителния директор на ДФЗ Ангел 
Кинанов и председателя на УС на БАКЕП Красимир Киряков. 

В рамките на работното си посещение в ДФЗ македонските банкери бяха запознати с опита на 
българската администрация в усвояването на средства по Програмата за развитие на селските 
райони (ПРСР) 2007-2013 г. и предприсъединителната програма САПАРД, както и с разработените 
и прилагани досега кредитни линии между ДФ “Земеделие” и българските търговски банки за 
финансиране на проекти в сферата на агробизнеса. Групата е на обучение в България по линия 
Американската агенция за Международно развитие (USAID) като целта е представителите на 
търговски банки от Македония да добият опит в управлението на европейски проекти. 
 
По време на срещата бяха дискутирани въпроси, свързани с трудностите пред кандидатите при 
осигуряване на финансиране от банките за проектите по отделните програми, процедурите и 
сроковете за кандидатстване, начина на определяне на размера на финансовата помощ за 
отделните бенефициенти и авансовите плащания по проектите. 
  

         
 
Обсъдени бяха също възможностите за прилагане на схеми за рефинансиране на кредити от 
търговските банки по европейски проекти и опита на ДФ “Земеделие” в това отношение по 
програма САПАРД и ПРСР 2007-2013 г. Посочено бе, че над 10% от всички проекти по програма 
САПАРД са били рефинансирани от търговските банки със средства от ДФ “Земеделие”, което е 
един добър процент. Подобна схема – за рефинансиране на кредити, се прилага в момента и за 
Мярка 121- “Модернизиране на земеделските стопанства” от Програмата за развитие на селските 
райони. 
 
 
Web: www.dfz.bg 
 

 
Date: 28th of September 2010   
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Electronic  Media 
Medium: KTV  Journalist :  
 
Title: USAID COTR Tanja Markovska interviewed by Local TV station in Kavadarci  
 

 
 
 
 
Web: 

 
Date: 29th of September 2010  
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PRINT Media 
Medium: Kapital Journalist: Verica Jordanova 
 
Title:  
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Translation:  
 
Success is Dependent Exclusively on Investments in Quality 
 
Investments in quality, monitoring changes in demand and eating habits, introducing new technologies 
and completing the cycle of production, are only some of the preconditions that agricultural producers 
need to fulfilled in order to achieve sufficient success, says Professor Boshkov in an interview for Kapital, 
after his expert visit to the University of California, Davis, one of the most important universities for 
agricultural development. 
Organized by the USAID's AgBiz Program, that supports the growth of agriculture in Macedonia, 
Professor Boshkov and an AgBiz representative attended, this summer, an intensive course in 
postharvest technologies at the University of California, Davis, one of the most important universities for 
agricultural development.  This course presents current technologies associated with the harvest, the 
packing practices and the cold storage of agricultural products. The purpose of the visit was to acquire 
additional knowledge about the most current achievements in postharvest technologies that will be 
conveyed to our producers by means of reports, training sessions and presentations. The participants 
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visited the largest agricultural producers, packinghouses and storages, cooling facilities and markets in 
California, thus acquiring a complete image of the production chain for fresh fruit and vegetables in the 
United States, the largest world producer with a share of 18% in the world market of agricultural products.  
 
- How much of what you saw in the U.S. can, in reality, be applied to the Macedonian 

agriculture? 

The impression is that agriculture in the U.S. has reached the highest level of technological development, 
which allows for complete control of the production in the field and during harvest, as well as of packing, 
storage and distribution on the market. In addition to the high organoleptic quality of the food, the product 
must be safe for the consumer as concerns pollution from microbiological, biological, chemical and 
physical sources. The consumption of fresh fruit and vegetables changed completely during the last 
decades of the 20th century, when fast food was intensely marketed. Today, state institutions and 
marketing organizations in the U.S. have joined forces in promoting healthy, quality and safe nutrition in 
the everyday life and, in particular, in the nutrition of the young generations.    

- What are, according to you, the most prosperous agricultural segments in Macedonia? What 
are the prospects of Macedonian products for more extensive production and exports? 

After joining the European Union, agriculture will develop according to EU methodology with regard to the 
needs of the Union and the prices on those markets. The climate as a factor influences significantly the 
direction of development. Generally, we have the right conditions for growing all agricultural crops, 
however, in the course of the last decade, Macedonia had extreme high and low temperatures, hail, 
drought and floods. The climate is changing, and it is difficult to see regularities in these changes, hence 
it is difficult to make the right decisions. Climate changes cause catastrophic consequences for the 
agricultural crops in the whole world, which is reflected in the high prices of agricultural products on the 
world stock exchange of agricultural products. Agricultural production is insecure, not only here but all 
around the world, and there is risk of fame and illnesses in the regions that are the most affected. We are 
all in the same position, facing an enormous risk in the agribusiness. In such circumstances, it is clear 
that the risk is the smallest when growing fruits and vegetables in a controlled environment, i.e. in 
greenhouses and glasshouses. In terms of technology development, again the advantages are with the 
vegetable and fruit crops. The agricultural science improves the technology and the marketing with 
incredible speed on daily basis; with the help of the information technology and marketing interrelate with 
every phase of the production chain. Changes are fascinating because a product that was interesting until 
a few years ago is suddenly casted out from the market by a new product. It is cost-effective and cheep 
to grow drupe such as peaches, apricots, cherries and plums, for which a significant part of the plantation 
planting costs are covered by the government and which are in demand on the market where they 
achieve relatively high prices. The prospects are very good for the organic production, the wild-grown 
products and the wine tourism, which I hope someone will decide to develop in the Ohrid vineyards as 
well. We have the opportunity to grow a large variety of agricultural crops, but in order to know what to 
grow, we need to monitor the world agricultural stock exchange very closely, as well as the developments 
in the third world where agriculture is slowly transferring and developing due to cheap labor. All of the 
above makes sense provided that crops are produced with the highest superior quality, for a precisely 
targeted market, in determined quantities and in the right time.         
 
- Although all analysis show significant prospects for the Macedonian processing industry, the 

results are not satisfactory. The facilities are not used to their full capacity and companies are 
facing numerous problems. How can, according to you, things become better and how can 
Macedonia do what it does the best – produce quality food? 

This condition cannot be generalized for the entire agriculture. Certain agricultural sectors are very 
successful, but there are also those that are not successful. I would say that successful sectors are the 
garden crops and the tobacco. The tobacco is particularly interesting for analysis as it is an example of a 
production organized at a European level. The production begins and finishes within one year, with a 
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written contract between the tobacco producers and the processing plants. The enforcement of the 
contracts is controlled through the Ministry of Agriculture, by the state, the agricultural inspection and the 
Tobacco Institute in Prilep.  The price of cigarettes incorporates the cost for the subsidies paid to the 
producers.  Thus, the production participates in the extra profits and has a possibility to generate a larger 
and higher quality production. This is the solution for the processing industry. It is necessary to define the 
production chain and to plan the production of raw material, as well as its purchase, processing, the 
negotiations between the processing facilities and the producers, the manner of payment for the raw 
material and, of course, the marketing of the final products.   Hence, the basis of a successful production 
chain consists of clearly defined rules whose implementation is guaranteed by the state through its 
institutions. The second segment for a successful production is the construction of infrastructure of 
agricultural land, irrigation and drainage systems, roads, electricity and purchase centers, similar to 
industrial zones that would attract entrepreneurs.              

 
- In your opinion, is the present agricultural production ad hock, as opposed to organized and 

scientifically based production that would guarantee better results?  
 

A large number of companies cooperate with scientific institutions in the country and abroad. Scientific 
knowledge and new technologies are applied in agriculture. Macedonia satisfies its needs for vegetables, 
fruits and partially livestock farming products from its own production. There is hyper-production of grapes 
and wine and a small deficiency of cereals. Certain agricultural sectors are acquiring ad hock character 
when there is hyper-production or damage by natural disasters, but in my opinion a precise legislative act 
can solve these problems.     

 
- In your opinion, is the government’s subsidies program producing good results and how 

should it develop to produce even better results?  

I am not familiar with the details of the subsidies program as it is quite extensive and covers a large 
number of agricultural sectors, but it does contain measures that are adopted upon proposal of experts in 
the pertinent areas. Of the measures that I am familiar with, there are excellent results from the subsidies 
for starting fruit plantations. Subsidies per kilogram of grapes sold to wineries caused the price of grapes 
to fall as wineries, facing an excessive offer of grapes, integrated the subsidy in the price of the grapes. 
Possible adoption of a proposal for subsidizing some mechanisms for promotion of wine exports would be 
the right thing to do as, in essence, this will stimulate entrepreneurship and will facilitate the creation of 
recognizable Macedonian wines and will create long-term prospects for larger exports of wine from 
Macedonia.        

 
- You are an expert in wine production and grape vine growing. In the recent years, the wine is 

one of the more successful stories in terms of exports, branding and accessing new markets. 
How do you assess the prospects of the Macedonian wine production and what are, according 
to you, the critical points? 

The grape vine growing and the wine production are attractive for a large number of businessmen who 
invested enormous funds in the development of this agricultural sector. Today, we have more than 80 
wineries, with modern equipment and technology that can be recognized for their characteristic image 
and wine quality. This sector was the most affected with the world economic crisis, which resulted in a 
decreased wine consumption in the developed countries. The marketing of our wines is greatly affected 
by the wine from the third world, primarily from Chile. With top quality, low price and huge quantities, 
these wines caused consequences on the world wine stock exchange that will be felt in the decades to 
come. It is hard to propose measures that would be beneficial for all producers, and therefore, in 
adjusting to the new situation, it is certain that some of the vine plantations will have to be uprooted. We 
are probably starting from the beginning. To achieve success we need a strategy to be developed and 
transposed in the laws and regulations governing wine. The European legislation, even though extensive, 
actually regulates and stimulates quality wine production in a very simple manner. In order to plant a 
plantation on a certain location, businessmen address government institutions with a request concerning 
the varieties, the technology and the marketing of the grapes that the institutions then review. Grape 
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producers should present a contract with the wineries to which they will sell the grapes. The production of 
grapes and wine is restricted per unit of land, i.e. 10 tons of grapes or six tons of wine per hectare. The 
remaining quantity of grapes is left on the plantation not harvested, or harvested and distilled. After the 
first decanting of the wine in November, agricultural inspectors inspect the quantities of produced wine, 
make records, take samples of the wines from the current harvest and send them to the assigned 
laboratories for chemical analysis and degustation mark. Based on the documentation from the 
laboratories and the degustation committee, the Ministry of Agriculture issues a decision for marketing of 
the wine with a precise description as to whether that wine meets the statutory requirements marked on 
the label. Thus, the country ensures production of quality wines. Whether the wine will be sold or not is a 
problem of the winery, as wine is business as any other business and is subject to the rules of the 
market. One thing is certain, wines with superior quality will always find a market.  

 
- What are the prospects and the opportunities of Macedonia as concerns table grapes, which 

appear to be neglected?  

Table grape plantations are a big investment, may even reach over 20 thousand euro per hectare in the 
fourth year when full harvest is expected. Growing large plantations makes sense only if the market was 
well analyzed and the sales were secured. At present, the risk is smaller with growing plantations of up to 
2 ha, with varieties that ripen earlier, in August or between mid of July and 1 September. The produced 
grapes should be with a superior quality and packed in luxurious packing. Generally, we have not 
changed anything in the table grapes technology in over 15-20 years, a period in which countries that 
have never produced grapes became traditional producers and the main players on the international 
market. Changes happen with an incredible speed and therefore it is best to orient our production to the 
local and the regional markets.  
 
Lovre Ristevski, Fresh Fruits & Vegetables Value Chain and Access to Finance Manager  

T: Improved Competitiveness of Macedonian Grapes   

Macedonian producers, traders and exporters of table grapes must invest more in improving harvesting 
techniques, storage in cool storages, packing practices and transportation to foreign markets. Such 
investment means adding value to our grapes, thus increasing its competitiveness on the regional and 
the world markets.  The USAID’s AgBiz Program organized, in the last three years, several study visits to 
California and South Africa, as leading exporters of table grapes in the world, where Macedonian 
companies, table grapes producers, learnt about the current trends in the process of production and 
marketing of table grapes. We are particularly pleased with the fact that several companies that 
participated in these visits started applying the recommendations and the practices of their colleagues in 
the overseas countries.  As a result of the applied recommendations and practices during and after 
harvest, these companies are, at present, selling grapes in Poland, Russia and the ex Yugoslav 
republics.   
 
 
Web: www.kapital.com.mk 
 

 
Date: 30th of September 2010  

 
  
 


