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Kamnik Merlot  

  

The Wine Festival that was held in Novi Sad last week and attended by over 150 wine producers will be 
remembered first and foremost for the Macedonian wines. Although this festival has no competitive 
element, the Macedonians were considered both team and individual champions.  Five wineries jointly 
presented their wines:  Grkov, Kamnik, Kartal, Radevski, Vinar and thus offered a rich variety of primarily 
red wines and proved the belief that Macedonia produces average and below average quality wines wrong. 
Goran Damovski from the Agency for Rural Development USAID (Macedonia AgBIz), which assists the 
above mentioned wineries in all segments of development of their production and sales, was overwhelmed 
with the reactions of the wine lovers who were crowded around their stand. 

In the general opinion of the wine experts one wine stood up in particular as a champion of the festival, the 
Merlot of “Chateau Kamnik” from Skopje.  As early as the first day, one oenophile insisted on buying out 
the entire quantity of this wine that arrived at the festival, although the cost for a bottle was 50 euros. The 
owner of the winery, the forty-ears-old Ilija Malinovski-Iki could not satisfy his request because he wanted 
as many as possible of the festival visitors to taste his vines. Our determined citizen would not give up and 
the third night, before the closing of the festival, he both about ten remaining bottles. 

The Merlot is from the 2005 harvest. It has 15.4% of alcohol. It had spent 28 months in new French and 
American barrels, after which time the vines with different barrel tones were put to make love in inox tanks 
for several days and were then, this spring, bottled. The bottles are French, heavy, with long natural caps 
produced in France, but of Portuguese cork. The winery “Chateau Kamnik” is among the youngest in 
Macedonia, but its owner, when he was starting the production few years ago, said that his aim was to 
produce great wines, according to the most advanced and most expensive methods, regardless of the cost.  
The fruits of such determination were collected on the very first exhibitions. This spring this wine was the 
biggest surprise at the Split Competition, one of the most valued competitions in Croatia. For the first time 
the champion title was given to a foreign wine, in competition with the domestic, primarily white wines, 
the most promising wines of Croatia. It is the champion of this year’s Fair in Novi Sad as well. 

The Merlot before you will arrive at the market in fall and Ilija Malinovski advises the buyers, for this as 
for all other red wines, not to hurry to remove the corks as over time it will only gain in quality. We did not 
describe it because of the lack of space, but also because we would have needed a barrel of words to 
produce a true description. 

 


