
Poultry farms should be situated in the bush.

Hatchery must be separated from other poultry 
farming or sales/distribution activities. 

People’s feet and 
vehicle tires must be 
washed in 
disinfectant pools.

Visitors and workers 
must wear special 
protective shoes and 
clothing to enter 
hatchery.

Areas within 
hatchery (e.g., 
fumigation rooms, 
incubation areas, 
DOC preparation 
areas) must be well 
demarcated and 
separated.

Hatchery

Eggs must be 
fumigated before 
incubation.
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GUIDE TO BEST PRACTICES IN 
DAY-OLD CHICKS LOGISTICS

IN WEST AFRICA

Use disposable 
carton boxes only 
once.

Pack DOCs into boxes, no 
more than 51-52 per box. 
Optimal space allowance 
is 21-25 cm2 for each 
DOC.

Before transit, store 
well-stacked boxes in a 
cool room with a fan to 
allow ventilation. 

Use special DOC vehicles.

Packing into Vehicles Benefits

Reduces DOC losses in transit,which average 5% but 
can beas much as 100%.

Reduces stress on chicks during pre-transit prep.

Improves long-term chick health.

Healthy, reliable chicks canbringa signi�cant price 
premium.


