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 DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 

    USAID/OFDA contributed $3 million to implementing 
partner International Organization for Migration (IOM) to 
support IOM’s return and resettlement program that will 
reach approximately 137,000 internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) and returnees in northern Sri Lanka. IOM will provide 
emergency relief supplies, logistics support, and health, shel-
ter and settlements, and water, sanitation, and hygiene 
(WASH) services.  
    From February 3 to 6, USAID/OFDA regional advisor for 
South Asia Andrea Tracy, along with USAID/Sri Lanka, IOM, 
and U.S. Department of State Civilian Response Corps staff, 
conducted a joint assessment of the return process and re-
maining IDP camps in Mannar, Kilinochi, Mullaittivu, and Va-
vuniya districts in northern Sri Lanka.  

    The team visited Manik Farms IDP camp in Vavuniya Dis-
trict. With USAID/OFDA grants provided in 2009, IOM es-
tablished thirteen temporary health clinics in Manik Farms 
and is currently providing ambulance and WASH services to 
an estimated 100,000 IDPs registered in the camp. The team 
also visited shelter and livelihoods projects implemented by 
IOM in return areas in Kilinochi, Mannar, and Mullaittivu. 

 DISASTER RESPONSE 

USAID/OFDA Visits DRR Projects in Nepal 

USAID/OFDA Provides $3 Million to IOM to Assist Returnees in Northern Sri Lanka  

    From February 3 to 18, USAID/
OFDA regional advisor for South 
Asia Rob Friedman, along with non-
governmental organization (NGO) 
partners International Center for 
Integrated Mountain Development 
(ICIMOD) and National Society for 
Earthquake Technology (NSET), 
conducted a fifteen-day field assess-
ment in Central and Western re-
gions in Nepal to monitor USAID/
OFDA-funded disaster risk reduc-
tion (DRR) programs and assess 
existing vulnerabilities in the coun-
try. 
    Friedman also met with Govern-
ment of Nepal Ministry of Home 
Affairs and Royal Nepalese Army 
officials, disaster response person-
nel from the Police Force, and U.N. 
representatives to discuss strategic 
approaches to USAID/OFDA’s con-
tinued involvement in Nepal’s pro-
gress on DRR programs. 
    According to the U.N. Develop-
ment Program (UNDP), Nepal 
ranks as the eleventh most at-risk 

country in the world in terms of 
earthquakes. Seismologists estimate 
that large-scale earthquakes along 
the Nepalese segment of the con-
vergence zone of the Indian and 
Eurasian tectonic plates occur ap-
proximately every 75 years, with 
the last major earthquake striking 
Nepal in 1934. Poor building con-
struction and the inability to en-
force building codes, further com-
pound the situation. 
    NSET estimates that an earth-
quake of equal magnitude as the 
quake that struck Haiti in January 
2010 would kill approximately 
125,000 people and destroy 80 per-
cent of the buildings in Kathmandu 
Valley.  
    Nepal is also prone to other 
natural hazards, including recurring 
floods and landslides.  
  Friedman, along with USAID/
OFDA regional advisor for South 
Asia Andrea Tracy and NGO imple-
menting partner NSET, visited 
Nawa 

Top photo: Numerous structures in Kath-
mandu do not follow national building codes. 
Below: NSET provides seismic reinforcement 
to schools in Nawalparasi and Lamjung 
(Photos by Rob Friedman, USAID/OFDA).  (continued on page 2) 

 

Returnees in northern Sri 
Lanka benefit from shel-
ter assistance provided 
by IOM, with support 
from USAID/OFDA 
(Photo courtesy of IOM). 
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Cash-for-Work Program Continues to 
Help Displaced Families in Pakistan 
    In late January, USAID/OFDA’s Islamabad-based pro-
gram officer and a USAID’s Office of Food for Peace 
officer visited two U.N. World Food Program (WFP) 
distribution sites and a cash transfer pilot project in 
Buner and Swabi districts, North-West Frontier Prov-
ince (NWFP). The program officer also met with two 
USAID/OFDA implementing partners providing cash-
for-work (CFW) activities in both districts. Through one 
of the CFW projects, district governments have pro-
vided cement and equipment to repair roads in local 
communities, helping increase access to markets on 
shared farming areas.       
    Beneficiaries are also utilizing cash from CFW and 
transfers on productive assets such as carpentry equip-
ment, small enterprises, the establishment of small ho-
tels and small food retail shops (tuk), and rickshaws. 
Other individuals are repaying their debt, while some 
beneficiaries not receiving WFP rations are purchasing 
food.  

 DISASTER RESPONSE 

PEER Planning Meeting in India 
    From February 1 to 2, USAID/OFDA regional advisor 
for South Asia Andrea Tracy attended the annual Pro-
gram for the Enhancement of Emergency Response 
(PEER) country planning meeting for India. Representa-
tives from the four PEER training centers around the 
country, as well as members of the National Disaster 
Response Management Authority and the Government 
of India Ministry of Home Affairs participated in the 
meeting.   
    During the meeting, participants discussed accom-
plishments from the past PEER program, as well as out-
lined future prospects and plans such as creating a train-
ing academy and becoming regional responders. The 
group also discussed the draft of the national policy on 
disaster management, which incorporates a robust cadre 
of 500,000 civil defense corps prepared to respond to 
disasters nationally.  
    PEER, implemented by NSET and the Asian Disaster 
Preparedness Center (ADPC), promotes disaster pre-
paredness through the development of national and re-
gional cadres of professional emergency response in-
structors. PEER currently operates in six countries—
Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan, and the 
Philippines—and the program will be expanded to 
Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. 
    Since 1998, USAID/OFDA has supported PEER as 
part of the office’s regional preparedness and mitigation 
strategy. To date, USAID/OFDA has contributed more 
than $12.5 million to support PEER activities, including 
$1.5 million in Fiscal Year 2009.   

 DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 

_________________________________________________ 
 

ICIMOD has recommended flood preparedness activi-
ties such as the construction of embankments and di-
versions along the Sun Koshi River (Photo by Rob Fried-
man, USAID/OFDA). 
_________________________________________________ 

Nawalparasi and Lamjung provinces, Western Region, to 
survey ongoing school retrofitting, or seismic reinforcement, 
earthquake awareness raising and preparedness activities, 
and mason training programs. These activities are part of 
the USAID/OFDA-supported Kathmandu Valley Earthquake 
Risk Management Project, which began in September 2000 
and continues through August 2010. The program is now 
complemented by funding from the World Bank to continue 
to address school retrofitting and mason training.  
    Friedman also visited the Sun Koshi River basin, a flood-
prone area in Central Region, with NGO implementing 
partner ICIMOD to observe Nepal’s flood preparation ef-
forts in the basin. The team observed that, while Nepal has 
undertaken several flood mitigation activities such as the 
creation of embankments and diversions along the river, 
construction of buildings and use of farmland in areas close 
to the riverbanks continue. 
    The USAID/OFDA regional advisor also participated in 
ICIMOD’s Knowledge Sharing Workshop: State of the Art in 
Flash Flood Management in the Himalayas. 
    In partnership with ICIMOD and other NGO partners, 
USAID/OFDA has been implementing activities to build and 
strengthen the capacity of communities, community organi-
zations, and national and regional institutions to reduce the 
vulnerability of floods and other natural hazards. 
    USAID/OFDA remains committed to assisting in the de-
velopment of preparedness, mitigation, and emergency re-
sponse capacities in Nepal. 
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