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PEER Holds CADRE Pilot Training    
    From March 9 to 12, USAID/OFDA regional 
advisor for South Asia Andrea Tracy attended the 
Enhancement of Emergency Response (PEER) pro-
gram's Community Action for Disaster Response 
(CADRE) pilot course and workshop held in Ma-
nila, the Philippines. Seven of the nine countries 
where PEER currently operates—Bangladesh, In-
dia, Indonesia, Nepal, the Philippines, Laos, and 
Vietnam—were represented at the course by na-
tional Red Cross and Red Crescent volunteers. 
The American Red Cross regional representative 
from China also attended the course. The pur-
pose of the course was to test the effectiveness of 
the CADRE manual and proposed training cur-
riculum. Lessons in common hazards, well being 
and family preparedness, response preparedness, 
first aid and basic life-saving, Incident Command 
System and Triage, fire and water safety, basic 
search and rescue, and dead body management 
were administered. The training also included an 
adaptation workshop, in which participants 
worked together to identify gaps and modify the 
CADRE manual and training course as necessary.   
    Following the regional pilot course, the nine 
countries plan to hold country-specific pilot 
courses with up to 24 participants, as well as  
adapt the CADRE training in accordance with 
each country’s needs.   
    After the country pilot courses, chosen indi-
viduals will participate in training of trainer 
courses and instructor's workshops to ultimately 
provide training to community volunteers who 
will be part of CADRE teams. 

 DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 

_____________________________________ 
 

Attendants participate in a training exercise 
during the CADRE regional pilot course 
(Photos courtesy of the American Red Cross). 
_________________________________________

USAID’s Chief Operating Officer Visits Northern 
Sri Lanka 
    From March 15 to 19, USAID's Chief Operating Officer Alonzo 
Fulgham, along with USAID/Sri Lanka director Rebecca Cohn, 
USAID/Sri Lanka office director of Humanitarian Assistance and 
Transition Initiatives Mike Desisti, and USAID/OFDA principal re-
gional advisor (PRA) for South Asia Bill Berger, traveled to Kili-
nochchi, Jaffna, and Vavuniya districts in northern Sri Lanka for a 
first-hand look at the country’s post-conflict situation. Fulgham con-
ducted interviews with conflict-affected returnees and met with 
local Government of Sri Lanka officials, civil society leaders, emer-
gency responders, and development organization representatives 
from the international and national community.  
    According to the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs (OCHA), nearly 100,000 people remain in internally dis-
placed person (IDP) camps and an estimated 100,000 others live 
with host families in Jaffna, Mannar, and Vavuniya districts. An esti-
mated 83,000 IDPs have returned to places of origin in areas for-
merly controlled by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).  
    During interviews with returnees, families reported that priority  
needs include shelter, livelihoods, water, access to schools, health 
care, and access to transportation. International relief response 
agencies noted that food security also remains a priority. Although 
returnees are receiving regular food rations, including emergency 
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ASEAN Regional Forum Exercise Consultation 
    On February 17, South Asia PRA Berger attended the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN) Regional Forum Exercise 
Planning Conference, held in Tokyo, Japan. The conference was co-
chaired by the governments of Japan and Indonesia. The conference 
served as a venue to discuss the planning process, proposed struc-
ture, and other related aspects of the ASEAN Regional Forum’s 
disaster relief exercise to be tentatively held in Manado in North 
Sulawesi, Indonesia, in March 2011. The exercise’s main objectives 

(Continued on page 2) 
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USAID's Chief Operating 
Officer Fulgham (right) 
meets with returnees and 
visits IDP camps in northern 
Sri Lanka (Photo by Bill 
Berger, USAID/OFDA). 
________________________ 



Disaster Risk Reduction Events 
(Continued from page 1) 
include enhancing confidence and mutual understanding 
within ASEAN Regional Forum country members, developing 
cooperation and interoperability among members’ civilian-
military stakeholders, identifying gaps in capacity and coordi-
nation, and creating a disaster response management mecha-
nism for multinational coordination of relief efforts. 
 
Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction 
2010  
    From January 17 to 19, South Asia PRA Berger attended 
the Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction 2010, held in 
Kobe, Japan, and organized by the Government of Japan, 
U.N. International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, and the 
Asian Disaster Reduction Center .  
     Al Dwyer, USAID/OFDA East Asia and Pacific PRA, and 
John A. Beed, USAID Counselor for Development Coopera-
tion based in Tokyo, attended the meeting.   
    More than 230 participants from 28 countries participated 
in the conference. Participants discussed experiences and 
lessons learned from recent disasters that struck the Asia 
region in 2009, including earthquakes in Bhutan and Indone-
sia; tropical storms and typhoons that hit Cambodia, Laos, 
   the P       hi  lip    pi    nes,    and Vie               tna    m; and Cyclo   ne Aila, which caused 
extensive damage in Bangladesh and India. 
    Presentations and discussions highlighted disaster risks in 
Asia linked to climate change; the need to better address 
disaster risks in the region given rapid urban growth; and the 
importance of applying space technology and other creative 
solutions for DRR. The conference also highlighted both the 
progress and gaps in implementing the Hyogo Framework 
for Action, signed by U.N. member states in 2005 and which 
provides guidance for the implementation of DRR programs.   
    The conference ended with a field visit to communities 
that recovered from the strong magnitude 7.2 Hanshin-
Awaji earthquake that struck Kobe City on January 17, 1995. 
 
South Asia PRA Attends Disaster Manage-
ment Meeting in the Philippines 
    From February 22 to 24, South Asia PRA Berger served 
as a panel member for the 8th Meeting of the Regional Consul-
tative Committee (RCC) on Disaster Management, held in Ma-
nila, the Philippines. The meeting was organized by the Asian 
Disaster Preparedness Center, in collaboration with the Phil-
ippine National Disaster Coordinating Council and sup-
ported by the Government of Australia.   
    Representatives from the Asian Development Bank, Inter-
national Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Socie-
ties, and OCHA also attended the meeting.   
    The meeting provided an opportunity for member coun-
tries to present national programs on community-based 
DRR in high-risk communities, as well as served as a forum 
for exchange of ideas and recommendations of RCC pro-
posed DRR program components.   
    The meeting also included a panel discussion on the role 
of development partners in supporting national programs on 
community-based DRR, based on the partner’s organiza-
tion’s mandates. 

Official Visit to Northern Sri Lanka 
(Continued from page 1) 
food aid provided by USAID’s Office of Food for Peace, the 
U.N. World Food Program reported that food will likely 
become a primary concern if any breaks in the food pipeline 
occur prior to the resumption of livelihoods activities.   
    Relief agencies also noted that the duration of IDP camps 
and the re-establishment of livelihoods are closely linked to 
demining efforts, particularly for farmers who own land in 
high security zones or mine-contaminated areas.  

_________________________________________________ 
 

USAID’s Chief Operating Officer Fulgham visits USAID/
OFDA-funded shelters provided by the International 
Organization for Migration and meets with humanitar-
ian demining staff (Photo by Bill Berger, USAID/OFDA).     
_________________________________________________ 
     

    In response to ongoing needs, USAID/OFDA has recently 
contributed $1 million to the U.N. Office for Project Ser-
vices (UNOPS) for the provision of livelihoods opportunities 
and temporary shelters to an estimated 19,000 people in 
Kilinochchi and Mullaittivu. 
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Security Awareness Induction Training 
in Pakistan 
    On March 26, USAID/OFDA staff based in Islamabad, 
Pakistan, visited a USAID/OFDA-funded Security 
Awareness Induction Training (SAIT) session conducted 
by IOM. IOM has been conducting two four-day SAIT 
sessions for NGO staff every month since November 
2009.  
    Participants expressed appreciation for the profes-
sional nature of the training and for the realistic and 
surprise-inducing simulations of security incidents, in-
cluding ambushes and kidnappings, and reported im-
proved situational awareness, surveillance detection 
skills, and knowledge of correct behavior during a kid-
napping. Other topics included improvised explosive 
device and unexploded ordnance awareness; opera-
tional management; basic emergency medical care and 
incident management; and travel and convoy security. 
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