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DISASTER PREPAREDNESS

From March 20 to April I, USAID/OFDA Regional Advi-
sor for South Asia Rob Friedman and Senior Information
Officer Liza Mantilla traveled to Bangladesh to visit disaster
risk reduction (DRR) program activities implemented by
partner Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC). The
team also observed emergency interventions carried out by
the USAID/OFDA-supported Emergency Working Group of
Cooperative Sponsors (EWG) comprising non-governmental
organization (NGO) implementing partners CARE, World
Vision, and Save the Children/U.S. (SC/US).

The USAID/OFDA team also met with officials from the

Management, Flood Forecasting and Warning Center
(FFWC), and Fire Service and Civil Defense Force (FSCD).

USAID/OFDA-funded Flood Preparedness Activities

From March 21 to 23, the USAID/OFDA team visited
DRR projects implemented in Sirajganj, Rajashi Division, and
Jamalpur, Dhaka Division.

In Jamalpur, ADPC implements USAID/OFDA-supported
Program for Hydrometeorological Risk Mitigation in Asian
Cities (PROMISE) activities in three of the municipality’s 12
wards. In Bangladesh, PROMISE activities began in the city of
Chittagong as part of a pilot project to promote disaster pre-
paredness in six urban centers in the Asia region identified as
highly vulnerable to hydrometeorological hazards. Following
the successful completion of PROMISE activities in Chit-
tagong, ADPC expanded the program to Jamalpur, utilizing
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Top and bottom left: Communities in Jamalpur develop
a participatory risk assessment to identify the location
and character of the hazards they face in their commu-
nity. Right: Flood measuring poles placed in strategic
areas in Jamalpur help communities measure floodwater
levels and prepare meaningful contingency plans (Photos
by Liza Mantilla and Rob Friedman, USAID/OFDA).

(Continued on page 2)

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS

USAID/OFDA has provided
more than $50,000 through
USAID/Bangladesh to the
Wi EWG for the continued main-
- tenance of USAID/OFDA-
funded mobile water purifica-
tion units, water ambulances,
; and zodiac boats preposi-
t:oned in the most vulnerable areas of Bangladesh. In
the aftermath of cyclones Sidr and Aila, USAID/OFDA
partners drew on the commodities to support relief
efforts, ensure clean drinking water, and provide emer-
gency health access and transport links to affected
communities (Photo by Liza Mantilla, USAID/OFDA).

DISASTER RESPONSE

USAID/OFDA Provides $1.5 million to
Support Early Recovery in Sri Lanka

USAID/OFDA has contributed approximately $1.5 mil-
lion to national NGO Sarvodaya to support early recovery
activities in northern Sri Lanka. With USAID/OFDA funds,
Sarvodaya will support economic recovery programs in an
effort to help returnees resume economic activity and re-
build their livelihoods, benefitting nearly 20,000 individuals
in Jaffna, Mannar, and Vavuniya districts. In collaboration
with national NGO Sewalanka and the Consortium of Hu-
manitarian Agencies, Sarvodaya will implement cash-for-
work activities, support home gardening and home dairy
production, and provide capacity building workshops and
agricultural assets such as seeds and farming tools.




Field Assessment in Bangladesh

(Continued from page 1)

USAID/OFDA funds. ADPC worked with municipality offi-
cials to select the most vulnerable communities within Ja-
malpur’s 12 wards.

Sirajganj, a flood-prone city on the banks of the Brah-
maputra-Jamuna River, is a beneficiary of the USAID/OFDA-
funded Community Flood Information System project that
began in 2004 and implemented by Riverside Technology
Incorporated. The five-year project supported a community-
based approach that combined forecasting and early warning
models at the national level with preparedness through
awareness, training, and hazard mapping exercises at the
ward level.

The project connected the city of Sirajganj to forecasting
structures at the national level through a text messaging
alert system that informs community leaders about water
levels at river entry points into Bangladesh and allows local
communities sufficient lead time to react accordingly.

Cyclone Response and Preparedness in Southern
Bangladesh

*

Left: Broken embankments along southern coastal areas
of Bangladesh threaten families as floodwaters inundate
their communities. Right: To prevent floodwaters from
damaging homes, families raise house floor levels using
mud and dung (Photos by Rob Friedman and Liza Man-
tilla, USAID/IOFDA).

From March 28 to 31, the USAID/OFDA team traveled to
Barisal and Khulna divisions to survey USAID/OFDA's disas-
ter preparedness program carried out through the EWG.
Through the program, the EWG maintains prepositioned
water purification units, zodiac boats, and mobile water am-
bulances used to quickly react to frequent disasters in the
country's southern districts.

This equipment was used with
great effectiveness in cyclones
Sidr and Aila and in other
smaller localized events.

! The USAID/OFDA team also

met with U.S. Embassy Deputy
Chief of Mission Nicholas Dean,
USAID/Bangladesh Director
Denise Rollins, USAID/Bangladesh Director of Food, Disas-
ter and Humanitarian Assistance Jo Lesser-Oltheten, U.S.
Pacific Command representatives, as well as officials from
the Ministry of Food and Disaster Management, FFWC, and
FSCD.
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DISASTER RESPONSE

USAID Staff Visit Northern Sri Lanka
From April 16 to 23, USAID Humanitarian Officer
Richard Carbone and USAID’s Office of Food for Peace
(USAID/FFP) Officer Anne Shaw traveled to Kilinochchi,
Mannar, Mullaittivu, and Vavuniya districts. The USAID
team surveyed the humanitarian situation, as well as
monitored and evaluated USAID/FFP-supported food aid
activities. The team met with U.N. World Food Program
(WEFP) representatives in Vavuniya to discuss food distri-
butions at Manik Farms internally displaced person camp
and return areas. The team reported ongoing needs in
the shelter and livelihoods sectors, noting that mine
clearance is not targeting space for livelihoods activities.
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USAID staff meet with fami-
lies living in ad hoc shelters
in Manthai West, Mannar |
District (Photo courtesy of
WFP).

COMING UP

USAID/OFDA Regional Advisor for

South Asia Deploys to Haiti

On April 25, USAID/OFDA Regional Advisor for
South Asia Andrea Tracy deployed to Haiti for a two-
month rotation. Andrea Tracy will support humanitarian
coordination and activities in Port-au-Prince and other
earthquake-affected areas.

GFDRR Consultative Meeting in Japan

USAID/OFDA Principal Regional Advisor for South
Asia Bill Berger and USAID/OFDA Hydrometeorological
Hazards Advisor Sezin Tokar will travel to Japan to at-
tend the 8th consultative group meeting of the Global
Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR)
to be held on May 17 in Kyoto.

Satellite-based Rainfall Estimates Work-

shop in Bhutan

Bill Berger and Sezin Tokar will travel to Thimpu,
Bhutan, to attend the knowledge sharing workshop Appli-
cation of Satellite Rainfall Estimates in the Hindu Kush-
Himalayan Region, Phase Il, to be held from May 19 to 21.
The Government of Bhutan Department of Energy’s
Hydromet Services Division and the International Cen-
tre for Integrated Mountain Development organized the
workshop with support from USAID/OFDA.

(Ofﬁce of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance )
Regional Office for Asia-Pacific

USAID’s Regional Development Mission for Asia (RDMA)
Bangkok, Thailand 2
Tel: +66-2-257-3000 :
Internet: www.usaid.gov
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