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With USAID/OFDA support, communities repair and 
rehabilitate water points in Mid and Far Western re-
gions (Photo by Rob Friedman, USAID/OFDA). 
_______________________________________________ 
 
    From June 9 to 18, USAID/OFDA South Asia PRA Bill 
Berger, RC Mary Beth Brennan, and Regional Advisor 
(RA) Rob Friedman traveled to Nepal to follow up on and 
review earthquake preparedness and capabilities in the 
country. The team met with newly appointed U.S. Ambas-
sador to Nepal Scott H. DeLisi and U.S. Embassy and 
USAID senior staff to discuss disaster preparedness activi-
ties and plans. USAID/OFDA staff also met with Govern-
ment of Nepal (GoN) officials, including the Nepalese 
Army, Armed Police Force (APF), and Nepalese Police. 
The team also viewed USAID/OFDA-funded disaster miti-
gation and preparedness programs implemented by NGO 
partners National Society for Earthquake Technology 
(NSET) and Save the Children.  
        USAID/OFDA staff accompanied Ambassador DeLisi, 
Mrs. DeLisi, Defense Attaché Office staff, and the USAID/
Nepal mission disaster relief officer in a walking tour of 
Kathmandu hosted by NSET for a personal experience of 
the city’s significant earthquake vulnerabilities.   
        From June 14 to 17, the RA traveled to Mid and Far 
Western regions to monitor the USAID/OFDA-funded 
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USAID/OFDA Staff Discuss Disaster  
Response in Japan 

    From June 4 to 7, USAID/OFDA Principal Regional Ad-
visor (PRA) for South Asia Bill Berger and Regional Coor-
dinator (RC) Mary Beth Brennan joined USAID Represen-
tative to Japan for meetings in Tokyo with officials from 
the Government of Japan Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MoFA), Japan International Cooperation Agency, and 
Japanese non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to dis-
cuss U.S. and Japan humanitarian assistance and disaster 
response. The team also presented an overview of USAID/
OFDA and the USAID/OFDA Guidelines for Unsolicited 
Proposals to MoFA and Japanese NGO representatives.  
USAID provided the presentation in support of Japan's aim 
to increase cooperation with NGOs.  
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(Continued on page 2) 

USAID/OFDA Responds to Floods in Sri 
Lanka   

    USAID/OFDA provided $50,000 through the U.S. Em-
bassy in Colombo to the Sri Lanka Red Cross Society 
(SLRCS) to support emergency relief activities.  
    Heavy rains associated with the May to August mon-
soon season caused flooding and landslides in 13 districts 
of Sri Lanka, including Colombo, Gampaha, Kalutara, Rat-
napura, Kegalle, Matara, Puttulam, Nuwara Eliya, Galle, 
Mannar, Kurunegala, Trinco, and Ampara. Flooding and 
landslides affected more than 600,000 people, displaced 
more than 15,000 others, killed 28 individuals, and dam-
aged or destroyed more than 4,000 houses, according to 
the Government of Sri Lanka Disaster Management Cen-
ter. With USAID/OFDA funds, SLRCS distributed relief 
supplies and implemented health and water, sanitation, and 
hygiene activities.  
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A beneficiary re-
ceives relief sup-
plies provided by 
the SLRCS with 
U S A I D / O F D A 
funds (Photo cour-
tesy of SLRCS). 
________________ 



USAID/OFDA Staff Attend Workshop in 
Bhutan 

    USAID/OFDA South Asia PRA Bill Berger and Hydrome-
teorological Hazards Advisor Sezin Tokar traveled to 
Thimpu, Bhutan, to attend a knowledge sharing workshop of 
the project Application of Satellite Rainfall Estimates in the 
Hindu Kush-Himalayan (HKH) Region, held from May 19 to 21. 
The Government of Bhutan Department of Energy’s Hydro-
meteorological Services Division and the International Cen-
tre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) organ-
ized the workshop with support from USAID/OFDA. 
    The HKH region is home to many countries with the 
highest population density in the world. The high rate of 
poverty and population growth and natural resource and 
environmental degradation have increased the vulnerability 
to floods and other hydrometeorological hazards in the 
HKH region.  
    The 2007 floods in Bangladesh, India, and Nepal caused 
more than 3,400 deaths and an estimated economic damage 
of more than $1 billion. Similarly, in 2008 in India and Nepal, 
floods resulted in more than 90 deaths, affected 3.2 million 
people, and caused an estimated economic damage of more 
than $5 billion. Flooding continues to pose a threat to lives 
and severe constraints on socio-economic development such 
as agriculture, infrastructure, and industrial production. Reli-
able and timely flood forecasting and warning is one of the 
measures to minimize the negative impacts of flood by re-
ducing the loss of lives and property.  
    With USAID/OFDA support, ICIMOD has been imple-
menting program activities to build and strengthen the ca-
pacity of communities, community organizations, and na-
tional partners to reduce the risk of flash flood disaster in 
the HKH region. The program’s emphasis is in utilizing re-
mote sensing information in flood early warning systems. It 
also promotes regional cooperation to assess and monitor 
regional and transboundary hazards and build capacity of 
partner countries.  
    USAID/OFDA has contributed approximately $1 million 
for satellite precipitation estimation and flood forecasting. 

Field Visit to Nepal 
(Continued from page 1) 
project Enhancing Community Capacity in Disaster Preparedness 
and Response in Nepal, implemented by NGO partner Save 
the Children. The project began in 2003 and assists vulner-
able communities in 16 of the most disaster-prone districts 
across the country. The field visit focused on activities in 
Bankee, Kanchanpur, and Kailali districts, which are subject 
to flooding.    
    The $725,000 project supports district authorities and 
affected communities with prepositioned emergency relief 
supplies, assistance in the development of district level disas-
ter preparedness planning, small-scale infrastructural mitiga-
tion projects, and water, sanitation, and hygiene programs. 
The district level plans form part of the overall National 
Strategy for Disaster Risk Management Plan, adopted by the 
GoN in November 2009.  
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The Save the Children 
community-base prepar-
edness  program sup-
ported by USAID/OFDA 
helps improve hygiene 
and sanitation practices. 
An estimated 40,000 indi-
viduals are benefitting 
from project activities 
(Photo by Rob Friedman, 
USAID/OFDA). 
_______________________ 

 

ASEAN Meeting on Disaster Response 
and Risk Reduction 
    On June 28 and 29, South Asia PRA Bill Berger and 
East Asia and Pacific RA Brian Heidel attended the con-
ference Association of Southeast Asian Nations Defense 
Establishments and Civil Society Organization Cooperation 
on Non-Traditional Security, held in Bangkok, Thailand.   
 
Monitoring Visit to Bangladesh 
    From June 28 to July 7, South Asia RA Rob Friedman 
will travel to Bangladesh to visit USAID/OFDA-funded 
disaster risk reduction programs. The RA will visit Chit-
tagong Division, southern Bangladesh, to observe the 
USAID/OFDA-funded Program for Hydrometeorologi-
cal Risk Mitigation in Asian Cities activities.   
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USAID/OFDA Hydrometeorological Hazards Advisor 
Sezin Tokar (right) and key project partners from seven 
countries attend the knowledge sharing workshop  
(Photo courtesy of ICIMOD). 
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