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USAID/OFDA Focuses on Providing Shelter to Families in Haiti
DISASTER RESPONSE

USAID/OFDA has provided $50,000
to help families affected by recent floods
and mudslides in Brazil.

Intense rains that began on April 5
caused extensive flooding and mudslides
in the state of Río de Janeiro, causing
approximately 250 deaths and displacing
tens of thousands of people. The flood-
ing was the worst that the city of Rio de
Janeiro has experienced in three de-
cades, according to media reports.

The USAID/OFDA funds were pro-
vided to the Adventist Development and
Relief Agency for the local purchase and
distribution of relief supplies.
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USAID/OFDA Signs Agreement
With Belize Education Ministry

The USAID Disaster Assistance Re-
sponse Team (USAID/DART) in Haiti con-
tinues to assist individuals and families
affected by the January 12 earthquake.

The magnitude 7.0 earthquake
caused an estimated 230,000 deaths and
left approximately 1.3 million people in need
of shelter assistance.

The USAID/DART is addressing shel-
ter and related needs in preparation for the
upcoming rainy and hurricane seasons.

“We have a two-part strategy: first,
to get everyone into basic shelters by May
1, when the rains will be upon us, and
second, to build hurricane-resistant tran-
sitional shelters as we move into  the hur-
ricane season,” explained USAID/DART
Program Officer Phil Gelman.

The USAID/DART is working with
implementing partners to distribute basic
shelter construction kits to families in need,
provide technical assistance for shelter
design and construction, and ensure
settlements have potable water, latrines,
and waste removal.

USAID/OFDA shelter and settlement
specialists are also helping to identify at-
risk individuals and families residing in
spontaneous settlements, and to evalu-
ate and coordinate relocation options.

USAID/OFDA implementing partners
have trained volunteers to provide infor-
mation about alternative settlement options
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USAID/OFDA Helps Affected Families in Brazil

Intense rains in early April caused
numerous mudslides and floods that
displaced thousands of people.

The USAID/DART is working to address shelter and related needs in preparation
for the upcoming rainy and hurricane seasons. Above, Haitian women in Port-
au-Prince receive USAID/OFDA basic shelter kits consisting of high-grade
plastic sheeting, rope, nails, and nail padding.

On April 6, representatives from
USAID/OFDA and the Belize Ministry of
Education signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) to collaborate on a
national school safety policy initiative.

The MOU states that USAID/OFDA
will provide funding and technical sup-
port to the Ministry to develop, publish,
and distribute the national school
safety policy. The Belize National
School Safety Advisory Committee will
oversee the process, which aims to
increase awareness of school safety
in more than 500 schools in Belize.
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Members of the
Guatemalan
emergency

management
organization’s

rapid response
team welcome

visiting
emergency

officials from El
Salvador.

Improving Emergency Operations
With support from USAID/OFDA, emergency manage-

ment officials from the Government of El Salvador (GoES)
visited Guatemala from March 12 to 14 to learn about
Guatemala’s National Emergency Operations Center (EOC).
The GoEs National Civil Protection System is building a na-
tional EOC and has requested technical assistance from
USAID/OFDA to develop policies and procedures for orga-
nizing and managing the center. The Guatemala visit is a
component of this assistance. El Salvador Mission Disaster
Relief Officer (MDRO) William Elderbaum and USAID/OFDA
disaster risk management specialist Sergio David Gutiérrez
accompanied the GoES delegation to Guatemala.

Bolivia Firefighter Brigade Mobilization
USAID/OFDA disaster risk management specialists Luisa

Alfaro and Carlos Córdova are providing technical assistance
for Bolivia’s First Forest Firefighter Brigade Mobilization Exer-
cise, scheduled from April 23 to 25.

Disaster Risk Reduction Course in Ecuador
USAID/OFDA disaster risk management specialists Eduardo

Gutierrez and Michael Camchong are coordinating the first
USAID/OFDA-designed disaster risk reduction course to be
provided in Ecuador, from April 26 to 29 at the International
University of Quito.

Hazardous Materials Training in Brazil
USAID/OFDA disaster risk management specialist Antonio

Pinheiro is providing technical assistance for a hazardous mate-
rials incident response training and risk reduction planning work-
shop for Amazonas State, Brazil, from April 26 to May 1.

Consultation with Partners in Nicaragua
USAID/OFDA disaster risk management specialist Sergio

David Gutierrez is organizing a strategy consultation meeting
with key USAID/OFDA partners in Nicaragua on April 30.

Colombia Firefighter Brigade Mobilization
USAID/OFDA disaster risk management specialists Luisa

Alfaro and Juan Carlos Lobo are providing technical assis-
tance for Colombia’s National  Forest Firefighter Brigade Mobi-
lization Exercise, scheduled from April 30 to May 2.

El Niño Early Warning System in Peru
USAID/OFDA disaster risk management specialist Dante

Torres plans to participate in the Peru National Civil Defense
Institute’s May 3 workshop on the early warning system for
floods related to the El Niño Southern Oscillation.

Meeting with the Private Sector in Peru
USAID/OFDA disaster risk management specialist Dante

Torres is organizing a workshop with potential private sector
partners on May 5 to discuss collaborating on disaster risk
reduction and response projects in Peru.

Conference on Monetary Assistance
USAID/OFDA Regional Advisor Julie Leonard plans to

participate in the Cash Learning Partnership Conference from
May 6 to 7 in Washington, D.C.  Partners include Oxfam Great
Britain, Save the Children United Kingdom, British Red Cross,
Norwegian Refugee Council, and Action Against Hunger USA.

USAID/OFDA Workshops for MDROs
USAID/OFDA is organizing hurricane preparedness and

response workshops for MDROs in the Caribbean, from May
12 to 13 in Bridgetown, Barbados, and MDROs in Central America
and Mexico, from May 18 to 19 in Managua, Nicaragua.

Caribbean USAR Program Advances
USAID/OFDA is helping to strengthen urban search and

rescue (USAR) capabilities in the Caribbean.
Through the Regional Disaster Assistance Program

(RDAP), USAID/OFDA recently provided technical assistance
and funding for the first RDAP Collapsed Structures Rescue
Course (CSRC) with Caribbean instructors.

Nineteen people from Barbados, Saint Lucia, and
Dominica participated in the course, which was held in Bar-
bados from April 19 to 24 and facilitated by instructors from
Barbados, Trinidad, and St. Kitts & Nevis.

USAR specialists from the Los Angeles County Fire De-
partment, who helped train the Caribbean instructors, over-
saw the CSRC, which covers rescue techniques, safety
considerations, and the international USAR marking system.

USAID/OFDA disaster risk management specialist Clive
Lorde helped to organize the course as part of ongoing
USAR capacity-building efforts in the Caribbean region.

and the relocation process to individuals located in harm’s way.
USAID/OFDA is also supporting alternative solutions such as

hosting and the structural evaluation and repair of damaged homes
when appropriate.

“We’re supporting rubble removal as a complement to shelter
activities, in order to create living space, clear drainage ditches, and
provide access for people to return to living quarters that have been
declared structurally safe,” Gelman explained.

In addition, USAID/OFDA protection advisors visited Haiti in early
April to assist with strategies to improve security in settlements,
especially for women, children, elders, people with disabilities, and
other individuals vulnerable to violence and abuse.

As of April 16, the U.S. Government  had provided more than $1
billion in assistance to Haiti in response to the earthquake, including
$457 million from the Department of Defense, nearly $373 million
from USAID/OFDA, $110 million from USAID’s Office of Food for
Peace, more than $53 million from USAID/Haiti, and $35 million from
USAID’s Office of Transition Initiatives.


