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USAID/OFDA specialist
Mariela Chavarriga and

Regional Advisor Sidney
Velado, at left, and ADRA
Chile Director Jorge Ale,
fourth from left, listen to

ADRA volunteers discuss
their work to build USAID/
OFDA-funded transitional

shelters in earthquake-
affected areas.
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Building Transitional Shelters in Chile

The USAID/OFDA Regional Disaster Assis-
tance Program (RDAP) is providing disaster risk
reduction (DRR) and response preparedness
training and technical assistance to Chile.

In close coordination with Chile’s National
Emergency Management Office (ONEMI), the
RDAP is helping Chile to improve urban search
and rescue (USAR) capabilities and risk program
management at the local government level.

Since early August, RDAP disaster risk
management specialists have held several
meetings with disaster response organizations
to discuss providing USAID/OFDA-supported
courses, including pre-hospital care and
collapsed structures rescue, to Chilean USAR
teams.

From October 15 to 18, RDAP specialists
participated in a national USAR conference that
brought together more than 120 representatives

DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

Chile Program Provides Disaster
Preparedness Assistance

DISASTER RESPONSE
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Twenty people participated in the first USAID/
OFDA-supported training for instructors in
Chile, organized by the Chilean Red Cross.

In late September, Tropical Storm Nicole
caused widespread flooding and landslides in
Jamaica that affected at least 211 communities.

In response, USAID/OFDA provided $75,000
to the Government of Jamaica Office of Disaster
Preparedness and Emergency Management
(ODPEM) for the purchase of emergency relief
supplies, including tarpaulins, mattresses, blankets,
lanterns, and fuel, to benefit affected families
throughout the country.

USAID/OFDA Provides Assistance to
Jamaica after Extensive Flooding
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USAID/OFDA Disaster Risk Management Specialist Mariela Chavarriga (right)
visits the beneficiaries of a USAID/OFDA-funded transitional shelter program
implemented by ADRA in response to the February 27 earthquake in Chile.

USAID/OFDA is supporting the
construction of 1,000 transitional
shelters for families in the Maule and
BíoBío regions of Chile whose homes
were destroyed during the 8.8 magni-
tude earthquake on February 27.

The Adventist Development and
Relief Agency (ADRA) is building the
shelters using USAID/OFDA funding,
plastic sheeting, and locally procured
supplies. ADRA volunteers, together
with local municipal governments and
military personnel, have built nearly all
of the shelters and expect to finish the
remainder this month. The shelters

feature walls of pressed wood over a
solid wood frame covered with plastic
sheeting on the exterior.

In late September, USAID/OFDA
Regional Advisor Sidney Velado and
Chile-based RDAP disaster risk
management specialist Mariela Chava-
rriga conducted a project follow-up visit
to Maule Region and observed how
different families are benefiting from the
shelters.

Many occupants have covered
the exterior walls with wooden boards,
installed electricity and water systems,
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COMING UP

Remembering the Armero Tragedy
Representatives of USAID/OFDA and the U.S. Geological

Survey will participate in the commemoration of the 25th
anniversary of the Armero tragedy in Colombia, when the
Nevado del Ruiz Volcano eruption destroyed the village of
Armero. Attendees of the event, from November 8 to 12, will
review advances made in volcano DRR since the 1985 disaster.

Ecuador Firefighters Mobilization Exercise
USAID/OFDA is supporting the IV Forest Firefighter Mobi-

lization Exercise in Ecuador from November 9 to 12. RDAP
specialists Luisa Alfaro and Michael Camchong are providing
technical assistance for planning and conducting the event,
which aims to improve coordination among different firefighter
teams to work together more effectively during disaster situations.

Regional USAR Exercise in Colombia
USAID/OFDA is supporting the International Search and

Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG) regional earthquake
simulation exercise in Bogotá, Colombia, from November 15
to 17. The exercise is being co-hosted by the Bogotá Official
Firefighters Corps. Representatives of USAR teams from
throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as
participants from other INSARAG regions, will collaborate in
this tabletop exercise with the aim of improving coordination
among international teams during disaster responses.

SOUTHCOM Regional HAP Conference
USAID/OFDA plans to participate in the U.S. Military

Southern Command (SOUTHCOM) Regional Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Preparedness Program (HAP) Con-
ference in San José, Costa Rica, from November 16  to 18.

OAS Sustainable Development Meeting
USAID/OFDA Senior Regional Advisor Tim Callaghan

plans to participate in the Organization of American States
(OAS) Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High
Level Authorities on Sustainable Development: "Towards
Sustainable Development in the Americas." The meeting is
scheduled from November 17 to 18 in the Dominican Republic.

USAID/OFDA School Safety Forum
USAID/OFDA is hosting a regional school safety forum

in Panama City from November 25 to 26. Participants include
RDAP specialists from thoughout the region as well as the
authors of a newly published book that documents experiences
in implementing the USAID/OFDA school safety program
throughout the region. The forum will be broadcast via Internet
at: www.rivertechsa.com/index-live1.html.

Tsunami Warning System Coordination
USAID/OFDA Regional Advisor Julie Leonard plans to

participate in the next meeting of the Inter-governmental
Coordinating Group for Tsunami Warning Systems, in Seattle,
Washington, on November 29.
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In late September, USAID/OFDA Regional Advisor Sidney Velado
(second from left) visited the field hospital that the U.S.
Government donated to the Chilean Ministry of Health after the
earthquake damaged the hospital in Angol, La Araucanía Region.
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of firefighter corps with USAR teams from across the country.
At the conference, ONEMI and USAR teams discussed

creating a national USAR system and working with USAID/
OFDA specialists and International Search and Rescue
Advisory Group (INSARAG) representatives to build capacities
using INSARAG guidelines and international standards.

 Through the RDAP, USAID/OFDA has also agreed to
work with ONEMI, the National Civil Protection System, and
the Chilean Red Cross to provide DRR training to local
government officials and representatives of non-governmental
organizations working in Chile. The first such training was held
from August 29 to September 5, when 20 representatives of
ONEMI, the Chilean Red Cross, ADRA, World Vision, and the
Latin American Theological Fraternity completed the USAID/
OFDA-designed Training for Instructors Course.

Additionally, USAID/OFDA is supporting the upcoming
International Conference on DRR in the Education Sector in
Latin America and the Caribbean, scheduled for March 2011.

Chile-based disaster risk management specialist Mariela
Chavarriga coordinates RDAP activities in Chile.

and added additional rooms to the original structure, built over a cement
base twice as large as the shelter in order to accommodate expansion.

“This is one of the benefits of transitional shelter. The shelter model
is inexpensive and relatively easy to put up, so family members have a
roof over their heads right away, but the cement base and solid wood
frame allow them to improve and expand the structure. Thus, the shelter
often transitions into their permanent home,” explained Velado, who
helped design the model as leader of the USAID Disaster Assistance
Response Team deployed to Chile immediately after the earthquake.

The plastic sheeting also provides protective insulation that helps
keep the house dry during wet weather and warm during cold weather.

In selecting beneficiaries for the shelters, ADRA worked with local
government leaders to identify people whose homes were destroyed,
then focused on building shelters for older persons, people with disabilities,
female-run households, and families with infants and small children.

During the September visit, Velado also toured the 44-bed field
hospital in Angol town, La Araucanía Region, that the U.S. Government
donated to the Chilean Ministry of Health following the earthquake. As of
September 27, the hospital had performed 542 surgeries and provided
medical services to 1,152 patients.


