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USAID/OFDA donated 11
chainsaws to the Govern-
ment of Barbados to help

clear downed trees from the
roadways after Hurricane

Tomas.  At right , U.S.
Chargé d’Áffaires Brent
Hardt speaks during the

donation event as Barbados
Department of Emergency

Management Director Judy
Thomas and other U.S. and
Barbados officials listen in.

 Photo courtesy of the U.S. Embassy Bridgetown

Assistance Provided after Hurricane Tomas

Within 72 hours after completing the first
USAID/OFDA-supported Collapsed Structures
Rescue Course, Light Level, in St. Lucia, a multi-
island team of Caribbean first responders was
deployed to assist with real-world disaster
response after Hurricane Tomas swept through the
island on October 30.  The hurricane caused
significant wind damage, floods, and landslides.

The USAID/OFDA-supported team, made up
of 10 men from Grenada and St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, along with six counterparts from St.
Lucia, spent the first two days after the storm
assisting with initial damage assessments in the
southern part of the island, including evaluating
more than 4,000 structures and utility infrastructure.
On the third day, the team was deployed to assist
with search and rescue efforts at the landslide in
the Soufriere area. The team also helped to
evacuate more than 300 people from the severely
affected Fond St. Jacques district.
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First Responders Attend Course,
Assist with Storm Rescue Efforts

DISASTER RISK REDUCTION
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Participants of the first USAID/OFDA-
supported collapsed structures rescue course
in St. Lucia gather on the new training field.

In early October, USAID/OFDA disaster risk
management specialists provided technical
assistance to the Government of Paraguay to
develop a National Fire Management Strategy for
the 2011-2016 period.

The strategy includes six areas of focus:
institutional, legal, financial and international
cooperation, operations, prevention, and inves-
tigation and social awareness. The draft is currently
being reviewed for release in early 2011.

USAID/OFDA Provides Assistance to
Paraguay for National Fire Strategy
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In late October, Hurricane Tomas caused significant damage in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines (above), as well as in St. Lucia, and lesser damage in
Barbados. USAID/OFDA provided assistance to all three Caribbean nations.

In response to the effects of
Hurricane Tomas, USAID/OFDA
provided assistance to St. Lucia, St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, and
Barbados, as well as to Costa Rica in
response to the effects of heavy rains.

In late October, Hurricane Tomas
directly affected the Caribbean islands,
causing significant damage in St. Lucia
and St. Vincent and the Grenadines. In
response, USAID/OFDA deployed staff
to affected areas, provided $50,000 to
the governments of each country for the
local purchase of emergency supplies,
and airlifted USAID/OFDA relief
supplies, including 100 rolls of plastic
sheeting, approximately 1,000 hygiene

kits, 1,000 blankets, and 1,000 water
containers, from the USAID/OFDA
warehouse in Miami, Florida, to each
country.

“We worked closely with the
national emergency management
organizations in St. Lucia and St.
Vincent to coordinate the U.S.
Government assistance,” explained
USAID/OFDA Senior Regional Advisor
Tim Callaghan, who led the response.

Damages were not as extensive
in Barbados, though Tropical Storm
Tomas downed trees that blocked
major roads throughout the island. In
response, the USAID/OFDA-supported
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COMING UP

Economic Restoration Workshops
USAID/OFDA is organizing two regional workshops on

Economic Restoration and Livelihoods Protection in the context
of disaster response operations. The first workshop is scheduled
to take place in Roseau, Dominica, from November 30 to De-
cember 1, and the second in Lima, Peru, from December 9 to 10.

Hazardous Materials Training in Uruguay
Through the RDAP, USAID/OFDA is supporting two trainings

in Uruguay on responding to incidents involving hazardous
materials. The first training, scheduled from December 1 to 3, is
directed toward various government institutions with support from
the private sector. The second training, from December 8 to 10,
targets members of the National Police force in Montevideo.

USAID/OFDA/LAC Sub-Regional Meetings
USAID/OFDA Regional Office staff members and RDAP

specialists plan to participate in sub-regional planning meetings
for the Caribbean, South America, and Central America and
Mexico, scheduled to take place in Dominica on December 2
and 3, Peru on December 7 and 8, and El Salvador on December
14 and 15, respectively.
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In early November, USAID/OFDA  transported emergency relief
supplies from the USAID/OFDA warehouse in Miami, Florida, to
Costa Rica to benefit families affected by floods and mudslides.

Regional Disaster Assistance Program (RDAP) provided funds for the
local purchase of 11 chainsaws that were donated to the Government of
Barbados to assist district emergency committees to clear downed trees.

In early November, constant heavy rains in Costa Rica caused floods
and mudslides that affected 114 communities in the central region and
along the Pacific coast.  As of November 8, the floods and landslides had
affected approximately 25,000 people, isolated at least 19 communities,
affected 2,540 homes, 428 sections of road, 85 bridges, and disrupted
water, electricity, and telephone service in affected areas.

In response, USAID/OFDA provided $60,000 ($50,000 directly from
USAID/OFDA and $10,000 from the RDAP) to support the Government
of Costa Rica’s airlift operations to transport relief supplies to isolated
communities. USAID/OFDA also transported emergency relief supplies,
including 100 rolls of plastic sheeting, 2,000 hygiene kits, and 2,000 ten-
liter water containers, from the USAID/OFDA warehouse in Miami to Costa
Rica on November 8. USAID/OFDA donated these supplies to Costa
Rica’s National Risk Prevention and Emergency Response Commission
(CNE) to benefit affected families.

USAID/OFDA staff members from the LAC Regional Office are
following up in each country to monitor the distribution of USAID/OFDA
supplies as well as to determine whether additional assistance is needed.
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Region’s USAR Teams Participate
in Earthquake Simulation Exercise

In mid-November, representatives of urban search and
rescue (USAR) teams from throughout the Americas region
gathered in Colombia to participate in a regional earthquake
simulation exercise (SIMEX), organized by the International
Search and Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG) and the Bogotá
Official Firefighters Corps.

USAID/OFDA provided funding and technical assistance to
INSARAG to carry out the event, which took place in Bogotá
from November 15 to 17.

Representatives of USAR teams from throughout Latin
America and the Caribbean, as well as participants from other
INSARAG regions, collaborated in the tabletop exercise with the
aim of improving coordination among international teams during
disaster responses.

INSARAG and USAR team representatives arrived from
Argentina, Canada, Costa Rica, Chile, Brazil, Guatemala, Mexico,
Peru, Sweden, Switzerland, the United States, and Venezuela to
participate in the SIMEX. Colombian USAR teams from Cali,
Medellín, and Pereira also participated.

The exercise was based on the scenario of a magnitude
7.1 earthquake striking the Colombian capital, leaving thousands
trapped under collapsed buildings and damaging infrastructure,
telecommunications, electricity, natural gas, and water systems
throughout the city.  During the SIMEX, the United Nations,
international teams, and Colombian emergency response officials
and government leaders including the Bogotá Mayor, reviewed
the simulated emergency, made decisions, and coordinated
actions to be taken. An INSARAG exercise control group
evaluated participants' performance at the end of the exercise
and offered suggestions for improvement.

“This exercise addressed many of the lessons learned during
the international USAR response to the earthquake in Haiti earlier
this year, which ocurred in a densely populated area,” said USAID/
OFDA Senior Regional Advisor Tim Callaghan, who is also the
chairman of the INSARAG Regional Group for the Americas.
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USAR team representatives from the Cali Firefighters Corps
consult the maps during the INSARAG exercise, which
simulated a magnitude 7.1 earthquake in the city of Bogotá.


