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    From February 1 to 5, East Asia and Pacific princi-
pal regional advisor Al Dwyer and regional advisor 
Brian Heidel traveled to Labutta Township in Ir-
rawaddy, the division hardest hit by Cyclone Nargis 
in May 2008. The team monitored ongoing USAID/
OFDA-funded programs, met with USAID staff and 
implementing partners, and visited several of the cy-
clone-affected communities. The team reported that 
communities are gradually recovering from the ex-
tensive damage caused by Cyclone Nargis. “Even 
though these families have very little income and re-
sources, they have demonstrated great resilience 
throughout the emergency and recovery phase,” 
noted Heidel.  
    On May 2, 2008, Cyclone Nargis hit the coastal 
areas of Burma, causing extensive damage in Ir-
rawaddy Division and parts of the city of Rangoon. 
The devastating cyclone killed an estimated 140,000 
people and affected approximately 7 million others. 
The U.N. Human Settlements Program (UN HABI-
TAT) estimates that approximately 752,000 house-
holds were impacted by the cyclone. 
    Immediately following the cyclone, USAID/OFDA 
activated a Disaster Assistance Response Team and 
a Washington, D.C.-based Response Management 
Team to respond to the humanitarian emergency 
caused by Cyclone Nargis. 
    The USAID/OFDA team reported that an esti-
mated 152,000 households have received shelter 
assistance to date. The shelters provided by NGOs 
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Residents in the Delta region are building boats and receiving 
training with assistance from non-governmental organization 
(NGO) implementing partner ACTED through USAID/OFDA 
grants. The program is helping cyclone-affected communities 
rebuild and resume their livelihoods activities (Photo by Al 
Dwyer, USAID/OFDA).  
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 DISASTER RESPONSE 

USAID/OFDA Provides $50,000 for Mongolia Winter Emergency Relief 

Photo by Chuck Howell, USAID 

____________________ 
 

UNICEF estimates that 
the dzud has caused 
the death of more than 
two million livestock 
and adversely impacted 
livelihoods activities. 
____________________ 

(Continued on page 2) 

    USAID/OFDA contributed $50,000 to the U.N. Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) for the purchase of emergency relief supplies 
to help meet the immediate needs of populations affected by 
extreme local winter conditions, known as dzud, in Mongolia.  
    Since late 2009, ongoing heavy snowfall, snowstorms, and 
freezing temperatures have severely affected 19 out of 21 
provinces in central and western Mongolia. As of February 
13, the Government of Mongolia (GoM) reported that more 
than 13,000 people live in areas rendered inaccessible by 
roads blocked by accumulated snow and ice. In addition, 



Humanitarian Assistance to Mongolia 
(Continued from page 1) 
more than 212,000 herders have limited access to food, fuel, 
and health services. Snowstorms have also buried range-
lands, limiting livestock’s access to food sources. More than 
2 million livestock have perished to date. More livestock 
deaths are expected, as these severe winter conditions will 
likely continue throughout March and April. On February 12, 
the GoM declared a state of emergency in 11 of the affected 
provinces and deployed teams to assess populations’ needs. 

     

 
    From February 9 to 13, U.S. Ambassador to Mongolia 
Jonathan S. Addleton, along with USAID Representative 
Chuck Howell, traveled to Arkhangai and Zavkhan, the hard-
est-hit provinces in western Mongolia. The officials met with 
local GoM representatives, NGOs working on the ground, 
and herder families in affected districts. Based on the field 
assessment, the U.S. Ambassador declared a disaster and 
requested USAID/OFDA assistance. 
    USAID/OFDA regional advisor Ron Libby plans to travel 
to Mongolia in early March to meet with USAID staff and 
local NGOs, as well as visit affected provinces to assess the 
humanitarian situation. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

and U.N. agencies, built in close collaboration with affected 
communities, have more structural support than pre-Nargis 
houses and are likely to withstand most storms. The U.N. 
Shelter Working Group estimates that 178,000 vulnerable 
families are still in need of shelter assistance, including families 
living in remote rural communities. Several international and 
local organizations plan to continue to build additional cyclone-
resistant shelters. 
   The USAID/OFDA team also visited several livelihoods and 
water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) projects implemented 
by NGO partners with USAID/OFDA grants, including the 
construction and rehabilitation of ponds and water storage 
capacity and fisheries activities. 
    “The U.S. Government has provided life-saving aid and criti-
cal early recovery assistance that has reached thousands of 
vulnerable families in affected areas of the Delta region. But it 
will take families several years to fully recover,” noted Dwyer.  
    The U.N. estimates that more than 100,000 people are still 
living in vulnerable conditions. With USAID/OFDA funding 
concluding in the spring, USAID plans to launch a follow-on 
humanitarian assistance program of an estimated $10 million, 
which will include grants to some USAID/OFDA partners in 
key relief sectors, including health, livelihoods and economic 
recovery, shelter, and WASH.  
    In addition, a new $120 million multi-donor program will 
start with the provision of economic aid to thousands of vul-
nerable families living in the Delta region.  
    USAID/OFDA’s total contribution of approximately $35 
million brings U.S. Government assistance to the Delta up to 
an estimated $75 million to date. In collaboration with USAID 
staff in Burma, USAID/OFDA will continue to monitor evolving 
humanitarian conditions, particularly in the shelter and WASH 
sectors.   

Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance 
Regional Office for Asia-Pacific  
USAID’s Regional Development Mission for Asia (RDMA)  
Bangkok, Thailand 
Tel:  +66-2-257-3000 
Internet: www.usaid.gov 

FMMP Semi-Annual Meeting in Bangkok 
    On February 26, USAID/OFDA staff attended the 
eighth steering committee meeting for the Mekong 
River Commission's (MRC) Flood Management and Miti-
gation Program (FMMP). Representatives from the MRC 
national committees based in Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, 
and Vietnam participated in the meeting. Attendants 
discussed the progress of the FMMP implementation to 
date and provided guidance on its future course.    
     Since the program’s inception in 2005, the FMMP 
provides technical and coordination assistance to at-risk 
populations in the lower Mekong river basin countries. 
USAID/OFDA and other international donors sup-
ported the program, including the establishment of a 
regional flood center.   

 REGIONAL EVENTS 

___________________ 
 

U . S .  A m b a s s a d o r 
Jonathan S. Addleton 
and USAID Represen-
tative Chuck Howell 
meet with the deputy 
governor of Zavkhan 
Province to discuss 
the dzud situation. 
___________________ 

Photo courtesy of Mercy Corps 

___________________________________________________ 
 

With USAID/OFDA support, NGO Adventist Development 
and Relief Agency (ADRA), has built and renovated sev-
eral ponds that provide safe drinking water throughout 
the dry season from November through April (Photo by 
Brian Heidel, USAID/OFDA). 
___________________________________________________ 
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